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PREFACE. 



The author of the Mowing pages was request- 
ed by the Irish Wesleyan Methodist Conference, in 
1839, to prepare Memoirs of the late Rev. Gideon 
Ouseley ; to which he consented, more &om the re- 
spect which he entertained for their judgment, than 
from an opinion of his own competency for the per- 
formance. But subsequently, not being able to 
gain access to papers which he deemed essential to 
the compilation of such a work, he begged leave 
to decline the duty, and obtained from the confer- 
ence of 1840 a dispensation from that which he 
otherwise would have conceived obligatory. He 
was given to understan<^ too, that another and more 
able pen was engaged in the task which had first 
been assigned him. 

Seven years had well nigh elapsed, and nothing 
appeared to meet the expectation of the religious 
public, and great uneasiness was evinced by many, 
lest the name of the venerable Ouseley should be 
allowed to pass into oblivion. It was not tintfl 
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then, and after repeated and argent entreaties bj 
several respected friends and brethren of the Irish 
Connection, a^d by honored members (^the British 
Conference, that he could be induced to enter on 
the prosecution of the design. 

Some apology may be thought requisite from 
the author for the delay of the publication since 
its first announcement. He had anticipated its 
appearance long before this period; but matters of 
painful interest connected with his ministerial 
charge, which he could not have foreseen, and 
over which he had no control, engaged him in 
onerous and perplexing duties, which precluded the 
possibility of bestowing that attention to it which 
was necessary in conducting it through the press* 

Although topics referring to the social state of 
Ireland^ and to the mission generally, occupy con- 
siderable space in the Memorial, yet the author's 
principal object was to give, as far as he could» a 
fair view of that <' most unusual man,'' whose cha- 
iracter and labors are traced in this volume. As 
any history, however, of the Irish mission should 
comprehend an account of one of the most extra- 
ordinary and successful Irish missionaries who 
have appeared in any age, so the ministerial li& 
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^f tbe^aim miut imbbdj a sketch of the tystem 
of openrfioii with which he was ocmneotedy and of 
the chanMSter of his natiye conntrj, which he so 
ardentlj loved, and for whose regen^ntioii he 
passed through nearlj half a century of j^rseyering 
aad patient toiL 

^ Mr. Ooselej's Ydnminoas letters, deseriptiye of 
his tray els and labors, fiom some of which extracts 
have been already published, presented, a strong 
inducement to the writer to compile a much more 
eoonprehensiye record: his chief difficulty, thei«- 
&re, lay in comprising the work within moderate 

In i^ second letter the quotations of the author 
may be thought too copious and lengthened, but 
having in his former letter ventured to state his 
Toews on a subject respecting which there are 
many eonflicting opinions; and lest the remarks 
made by him '^should f^pear presumptuous from 
so inconsiderable a person," he deemed it expedi- 
ent to fortify himself by authorities of such high 
and deserved reputation. 

Since this work was commenced, our country 
has become a scene of the mostdistressing calami- 
ifi feamm and fever, in appalBng succession, have 
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been doii^ the work of dettth; diftfuffednggiKf^thft 
peo|)le have been sueli as to airrest tha atteslioii^ 
andy ID a great measure, excite ihe sympatfaies^a^ 
tbe world ; and the judgments of the Lord areslHi 
abroad in the luid. TVliether this awfal Tkitmioii 
has been called down hj those moral evils deseribed 
in an early part of this Memorial, the author doea 
not now venture to determine. Some future wrU 
ter, who shall see '^ Grod in histcMry," may trace its 
causes and exhibit its effects. Certain it is, tliat 
our national sufferings are not more maaifbst than 
have been our national sins. Not only had politi* 
cal agitation relaxed the sinews of industry, and 
disturbed the passions of the multiti]^e, until the 
earthquake that rocked our island seemed to threat^ 
Qia the security of the British throne ; but the feet 
of numbers were swift to shed blood. God's laws 
were openly trampled upon, his name pn h imodf 
his sabbaths desecrated, his Bible exploded, and a 
corrupt and spurious Christianity substitated for 
the religion of Jes^s Christ. ^ Shall I not visii 
for these things? saith the Lord; and shall not 
my soul be avenged on such a nation as this ?* 

Thus far the infliction has tended to calm tha 
strife of party and stUl the tumidl of ibe people^ 



W^tvaik be hr Irelaad should it hwre Oie ftn^ 
tber tcndencf to break dowa the prejudices whl^ 
luMre hilfaerlo walled in the bulk of her popolalion, 
oad to open a ivaj for ^^ the glorioas gospel of the 
bkssed Ood.*" 

With no small degree of diffidence does the au- 
thor present this volnme to the eye of an intelligent 
pnblic, written, as it was, at different intervals^ 
amidst important and anxious ayocations. He is 
conscious of some of its defects ; but for these, and 
others which he does not discern, he solicits a &- 
Yorable judgment from his readers ; and casts his 
performance on their kindness and candor, being 
aware that more is expected from the Memorial 
of Mr. Ouselej than could be accomplished by a 
person having much more ability and leisure than 
himself. If the sketch of Mr. O.'s ministerial life, 
bowy^Ycr imperfectly given, shall have a tendency 
to rouse the energies of joung candidates for the 
Christian ministry to similar enterprise and effort, 
the author wOl rejoice ; as he is persuaded that 
whatever other means may be adopted for the me- 
lioration of the condition of our interesting country, 
the weal of Irdaad, under the divine blessing, 
ea^edally depends upon a succession of faithful. 
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self-denying men, who will imitate the noble exam- 
ple bequeathed them by Gideon Ouseley, who 
'< jeoparded his Hfe unto the death in the high places 
of the field f that he might promulgate, to the peo^ 
pie at large, the words of etebkal life« 
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REV. GIDEON OUSELEY. 



LETTER L 

MoMltad pAHUoal Hate of 1iduid~4ti JUwrden •ttribntod to fanpraper ennM Mea- 
luiei of ■tetetmen ^fficadooo-— InTidkna Dadooal dlitiocdcmo— DNfenacM aot 
owfaf to Englidi ana Scotch haUta tit domeitie tcaaaeaj aa eootraaled with IiUw« 
ilBtagDotal priac ip le a J hcamplea leAiTCd ft>-«Ad)|eet, one of fcoc twhnd naaot 
ijM whUe nndec aa eppniilva and degrading' aupentitioo. 

Mt Dear Fkisnd, — ^In presenting to you an account 
of the zninisterial labors of the Bey. Gideon Ousele^r, 
and of the mission Trith which he was connected for 
fiarty years, it will not be deemed unnecessary to giye 
such an outline of the state of the country itself, as shall 
ribow that a necessity existed, in the moral wants of the 
people, fbr the establishment of such a system of evan- 
gelical in8tructi(»i as is brought to bear upon them by 
the preaching of the Irish missionary. 

To dwell on the distressing details unhappily con- 
nected with the Irish name, is a task by no means 
agreeable to my habits or disposition. When comr 
pelled, therefore, by a love of truth, to touch on the 
evils which exist, and which we all dej^ore, it is not to 
ind||]ge an ungratefiil or invidious feeling to my coun- 
try, but, if possible, to trace those evils to their legiti- 
mate source, to show the inefficiency of the political 
measures which have been resorted to for llieir removal. 
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and to exhibit the only effectaal remedy which can 1)6 
applied for this desirable purpose. 

There is no portiDn of the Britbh empire whose 
history and external aspect are better known than 
Ireland, and yet whose relEd state and character are 
less perfectly understood. The political relations of 
this country have affi>rded abundant matter of specu- 
lation to the theorist ; her moral and social condition 
has awakened the sympa^hieBof the philanthropist; and 
her religious state has excited the commiseration of the 
genuine Christian. The striking peculiarities of her 
children have supplied subjects for tiie sentimental 
tourist, who fancies himself as well qualified to describe 
•the character of the rural population ail to sketah the 
picturesque beauties of the scenery which surrounds 
tiiem. Works of fiction have come to the aid of ample 
description ; while, alas ! the real miseries of Ireland 
"exceed the most rivid touches of the pencil or imagina- 
tion. With every natural facility which soil, climate, 
and situation, can afford for comfort and prosperity, 
■ahe is degraded, depressed, and wretched; and, witii 
all the elements of native courtesy, kindnes^ and hod- 
pitality^ her children are false, treacherous, and cruel 
Murder after murder stidns the annals of our countrjr. 
The nudnight legislator issues his proclamation, and 
the threatening notice is soon followed by the foot of 
the destroyer. " Destruction and nusery are in their 
ways ; the way of peace have they not known ; there 
is no fear of God befi)re their eyes." 

In one frightful feature of its character, Ireland seems 
to differ from every other part of the civilized world. 
The original sentence — ^^ Whoso sheddeth man's blood, 
by man shall his blood be shed " — is, in other conn- 
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tri^ by common consent, regarded as irreTersible) and 
the blood-stained culprit is brought to justice. Here, 
alas! they labor to reverse it; a criminal sympathy 
preyails for the midnight and noon-day assassin. Him- 
self concealed, protected, succored; every effort is 
made to screen the murderer, and defeat the ends of 
justice. And "while the victim of ^a diabolical ven- 
geance — though an amiable, worthy, useful gentleman 
—is brought to a premature grave in the midst of his 
df^, and dies unpitied and unwept ; the villain, if at 
last brought by a just sentence to suffer the extreme 
penalty of the la-w, is canonized as a martyr. (See 
Appendix A.) 

It does not come within my design to treat the mat- 
ter as a politician, nor should I direct your attention to 
the subject in a political point of view at all, but for 
the purpose of showing that the anomalous character 
and state of Ireland, social and moral, are admitted in 
the highest quarters; that she has engaged the anxious, 
punM, and repeated attention of the greatest and 
-wisest statesmen of all political creeds; tliat she is 
jdeemed worthy the regard of snccesaye sovereigns; 
and that, notwithstanding all the plans of policy for tKe 
remedy of our national disorders, the core of Ireland's 
evils is confessedly untouched. 

It is not by any means my wish to call in question 
the measures of men in power, in what may be thought 
acts of national justice, muoh less to take upon myself 
to impugn their motives. The difficulties with which 
statesmen have had to grapple are of giant form ; and 
the system of religious deception which governs the 
bulk of the people is so insidious in its character, and 
tortnous in its workings, as to seem to bid defiance 

2 
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even to detection. It is not at ail surpiuiog, iihsafe&fr^j 
that mere human legislation, however well intended^ 
has been found, to the present, defective and ineffica-* 
cious. Whether they have enacted penal laws, oe 
repealed them by passing **the healing measure^'' 
whether they have subjected the people to what tliey 
considered a galling impost for the support of a religiaa 
which they were taught to hate and anathematize as 
heretical, or increased the burdens of the state by- 
endowing a Romish college ; whether they have sup^ 
ported charter schools to be the nurseries of Frotestaat- 
ism, or established national schools for the purpose of 
conciliating the Bomish clergy ; — ^it matters very little ; 
the question still remains, Have these, or any of thesa, 
reached the evils of our country, or tended to alleviate 
our national miseries? Statesmen have endeavorecl 
to explore the causes of her disorders, and to apply 
remedies for their removal, without effect Commisr 
sion has followed commission, to ascertain her i^al 
state ; and the extremes of rigor and lenity have been, 
alternately resorted to, in vain. Has there been a 
solution given to the enigma? Why have not thf^ 
means so anxiously applied really succeeded in her^ 
regeneration or improvement? Does not the ieU 
disease lie deeper in her moral constitution than the 
mere political system ? Ought it not to oe acknowledged 
that the palliatives have only tended to aggravate tho 
fatal distemper? Still the disturbers of the publio 
peace are at their work of destruction ; still do the 
demagogues ply their daily task, by good words and 
fair speeches deceiving the hearts of the simple. 
" While they promise them liberty, they themselves 
are the servants of corruption f affecting to deplore^ 



as pflttriots, ilie wrongs of iheir eoootrj, wUle tixejr 
fatten on her ouseries. 

Greater concessbns haye been made to Poper^r 
within the last few years than for eentaries ; and jet^ 
what is l3ie fact now ? Why the necessity of a coer- 
cion In]] ? One of the leading journals of " the peo- 
ple," the D. E. Post, has recently stated as follows: — 
"As we have said repeatedly, the right honorable 
gentleman (Sir Bobert Peel) is not the man for Ire- 
kmd. This country has been in a state of political or 
agrarian disturbance since he obtained his present 
office. We are old stagers, and we hardly remember 
a period of Gve yean — ^tbe term of his ministry — ^in 
which such agrarian outrages, and so much jxAiticaX 
dissension, prerailed. He foresaw this clearly enough. 
He predicted that Ireland would be his difficulty ; and 
he win leaye it, socially, much more discontented, 
dissatisfied, disturbed, than even he could prefigure in 
his misgivings." And yet Sir Robert has for the 
greater part been walking in the path prescribed him 
by the Post He has been laboring hard in the work 
of ^* conciliation." He has been patronizing priesti, 
endowing colleges, and extending enlightenment 
-' The alarming symptpms of those social and political 
erds with which our ]ll-&ted country is rife, have in- 
deed been acknowledged by all ; but the causes which 
/give rise to them lie not so near the surface; and 
without the knowledge of the causes, the remedies can- 
not be applied with any reasonable hope of permanent 
success. 

Where in other porticms of our country it happens 
tiiat a better state of things is exhibited, men of high 
kit^gence, and otherwise unquestionablo competency. 
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aGKiibe ihe difference to mere habits of industry and 
domestic eccmomy by no means indigenous to an Iriq^ 
climate. Contrasts are formed between the '* Saxon 
and the Celt, the Scotch and the Irish," and the native 
indolence and improvidence of the aboriginal inhabitp- 
ants but serve to exhibit to more advantage the state 
of social and civil improvement at which our hap]Mer 
neighbors have arrived. Alas ! the causes of these 
disdncdons, moral, social, and domestic, lie^mnck 
deeper than the mere political econonust is willing 
to admit The difference scdely consists in antagonist 
principles. On the one hand, the truths of Christian- 
ity are diffused, and by one class of people generally 
acknowledged. In our holy religion are contained 
the elements of social (»der, mond elevation, and do- 
mestic happiness. On the other hand, there is a slavish 
subjection of millions to the authority of their spiritual 
guides, without whose will they dare not exercise^ or ai 
least expresSy a single thought on their own eternal desti* 
nies! The revelation of God is- carefully concealed, 
or artfully misinterpreted ; a meagre and corrupt sys* 
tem of human invention is substituted for the gospel^ 
and human authority absolutely supersedes the majesty 
of the divine law. 

Have we not here a solution of the difficulties with 
which the statesman has had to contend? And are 
not the contrasts fully accounted for, to which. the 
attention of the world has been so frequently directed, 
and which are so confidently attributed to other causes? 
Would the limits of this letter admit of it, I could, from 
my own knowledge and observation, point out nume- 
rous examples to confirm the above statements, i 
could name village standing in striking contrast wid^ 
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-v^i^, purely ofi this ground; I could point out the 
Mme TiUflge or townUnd at different periods exliibit* 
lag tiie same class of evidence ; individuals migbt be 
named iv'ho could give testimony in their own case to 
^iorroboralB the fact ; where the rude, ignorant, un- 
ttttxnred servant-boy — ^the wilHng instrument of the 
lawless and designing demagogue, and prepared on 
the next occasion for deeds of violence, is, by the 
blessing of God on the preaching of the gospel, ele- 
vated to the rank of a Christian — ^becomes respectable, 
intelligent, exemplary*, and, by and by, tnuns his 
children in those truths of Christianity by which him- 
self had been rescued £rom the dontinion of darkness 
and error. With sudh evidence before us, is it sur- 
prising that we are not wiHing to admit of these in- . 
fidious distinctitms on the ground of nationality? 

As a proof of this: in some very striking instances 
we are indebted to France for n|any of those advan- 
tages of improvement and industry, which stand in 
CKHHtrast with the general wretchedness of the soutit 
tmd west Many of those who, for more than two cen- 
turies, have helped to develop the industrial resources 
of. the country, and by their wealth and manufactures 
tended to enrich it^ to disuse comfort, and to promote 
iialnta of industzy and domestic order, were the refu- 
gees, or their descendants, who fled from a persecuting 
edict of Louis XIV., and found an asylum in several ^ 

parts of Ireland. And yet we are gravely told that 
tibe diflerence lies in the domestic habits of England 
and Ireland. It is not surprising to you that informed 
BBMn, who have had opportunities, from long residence 
amos^ diem of judging for themselves, are not quite 
sady to conoiir in the opii^OBS of men, who, however 
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etiienrise clever, take upon tltemselTes, tit&r a weah 
or ten days' observation, (it cannot be called acquaint^ 
ance,) to describe the character, and account for the 
social condition of the Irish. 

Two things unite in^the minds of genuine Christians 
in rejection of the conclusions thus drawn by specula- 
live men — ^tbeir love of country and their love of truth. 
The Irishman, in his native simplicity, is as susceptible 
of cultivation as either Scot or Saxon ; and the truth, 
if brought into due operation o]> his case, would be 
equally effeotuaL Bnt is not the subject, after all, 
involving, as it does, the dearest interests of the em- 
pire, presented to the nund as one o£fact f And ought 
not the attention of the philanthropist and statesman 
be awakened to the true nature of the question ? It 
is regarded by me without the shades that prejtKfiee 
would cast around it; in this, at least, I am free from 
the spirit of sectarianism. I care not under what 
agency the power of error is abolished and the influ^ 
•nee of truth advanced ; but, until it is done, ererf 
seheme to retrieve the natiwi from disorder and mk^i^i 
however excellent in itsdf, must prove utterly vhonf* 
tive. Whatever coercion may effect in the suppii^ 
sion of crime, or concenion in the aUayment of inscAM 
ordination — ^whatever jdans of benevolence may be 
laid for the improvement of Ireland, or measures of 
justice for her relief^no lasting benefit can be ex^ 
peoted to result, while millions of her interesting chil> 
dren remain enthralled beneath the iron yoke d spi- 
ritual oj^ression. How can our beloved country rise 
in the scale of being, degraded as she has become 
under the tyranny of a foul superstition, which im- 
poses mental bondage, and spreads monl darkness 



jiixoii^ erery coimtry over which it maintaiiui ill 
CHiIlen domiiuttion ? 

In mjr next you may ej^>ect some portions of en* 
dence fiom other soorcesy to ccMrrobomle the {nrinciples 
and ar^gmnentfl of this letter. 

Yoon, &c., W. B. 



LETTER It. 

# 
The Church of Rome ewentlwlly the aaine in vnxj *fe and phfle— T«ctiaumies u tt 
tedan»6tev--ATCUiUiopWfastel7->Dr. H. J. Monde M«KMk~Ediiiniid BpmHV— - 
AichfaUKV Ujbher— Kihop BeddH-Oldeon OiM^y— Irrirad not itlwayB ukjoct t| 
Boooe— Aeknowledfed by Roman Catholic writei»— Iti calamide* owinf to •qbmiorioa 
t* the yobs of Rome-'O'DriMoIl— Ckniaf wnwahi' P >wp e r a<hiatiaD« to be pec* 
aarved— The fMyel, the oi4y aDaana nfenUgfateUfnent. 



Mt Dbae.Fbisnd, — i&i my lastletter, 70a weie led to 
expec^ a reference to other sooic^ of evidence, in cop* 
Tobcmidon of the principles irhioh were there awiwiW(wL 
In its professions, and in some of its extemal aspects^ 
the religion of Borne, chameleon-like, accommodatea 
itid^ to its jrelattTo posttioB. In communities where it 
isiKxt dominant, it can cxonch, and promise, and sweat 
lasting fealty, while in subjection ; and by these means 
many of the noble minded and unsuspecting in our 
own eyeatfid day have been betrayed into a petsoasioa 
that 4me has wrought a considerable change in its 
<^aracter. ArriTed at ascendency, however, knowing 
no' medium between lyraany and slavery, its mask is 
thrown aside, and the power that was gained by fraud 
and hypocrisy is unblurinngly direded to purposes of 
injustice and expression. ''When,'' says the cele* 
brated Edmund %enser, in his «' State of Iielaiid,» 
"they are weary of wi^s and brought down to esr 
treme wrotfOie^iess, then A^ «»q? » ^***® p«*«pi^ 
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ftnd sue for grace, till they bare gotten hew bveatii 
and recovered their strengdi again." But it is to the 
moral smd social effects necessarily produced by the 
inculcation of her avowed principles on the population 
I would now advert ; and, in connection with 1hi», 
suggest the only means for their enlightenment and 
conversion. 

It cannot be regarded as a reproach to the Church 
of Rome that the character exhibited by it in one age 
must essentially agree with it in eveiy other. Accord- 
ing to her own canon of infallibility, it must be immu- 
table; it is professedly <* unchanged and unchange- 
able." Those descriptions, therefore, given by the 
historian, relative to the state of Christendom, pre- 
vious to the Reformation, answer to her state in the 
present age. Popery in the nineteenth century is the 
same it was in the SL&teenth century. 

Numerous as are the authorities which might here 
be adduced, as to the character of the Western Church 
prior to the Refonnation, I shall satisfy myself ynisbi 
one quotation, from a distinguished author, who, to say 
the least, cannot be suspected of a want of Hberality 
to the Church of Rome : " Before the reformation of 
our church, the priest professed, like the Jewish, to 
offer sacrifice (the sacrifice of the mass) to propitiate 
Grod toward himself and his congregation. The 
efficacy of that sacrifice was made to depend on the 
sincerity and rectitude of intention, liot in the communi- 
cants, but in the priest ; he, assuming the character of . 
mediator and intercessor, prayed, not with, but for the 
people, in a tongue unknown to them, imd in an inaudible 
voice ; the whole style and character of "the service being 
evidently far different from what the apostie must 
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kwf e ifiteactod to ' pray fi>r one anoAer.' The {»ieat 
undertook tcireconcile transgressors with the Akmghty^ 
bj prescribing penances, to be performed by them in 
oi^er to obtain hi» abadution ; and, pro&nely copying 
our only High Priest, pretended to transfer to them 
bk own merits, or those of his saints. He, like a 
pagan rather than a Jewish priest, kept hidden from 
the people the vcdume of their &ith, that they might 
wii^ i^orant reverence submit to the dominion of 
error, instead of being ^made &ee by the tmlliy' 
wbicb be, as a Christian teacber, was exi^easly com-, 
missioned to make known; Ij^ua ^hiding the candle 
under a bushel ' which was designed to be ' a light to 
tighten the nations.'" — Whatel^s Discintrse be/ore the 
University of Oxford. 

Th^ above description of the Bomish priesthood 
and religion, is but too true a picture of the kind 
of system by whick millions of our interesting popiilfr> 
lion are enslaved ; by whicb they are fatally vooAed, 
and kept in a state of perpetual hostility to their 
Protestant fellow-subjects, whom they are taught to 
regard as beretics, justly doctmed to death and per* 
dilion. It iriH be seen by Dr. Whately's statements, 
that their system of teaching is not only deplorably 
defective, but pregnant with gross and destructive 
error ; that the religion of Rome is opposed to tbat of 
the apostles; that its clei^ are profane pretenders^ 
pqgan priests, hiding the candle under a bushel, by 
wickedly keeping bidden horn the people the volume 
of their faith, that they may by ignorant reverence 
submit to the dominion of error. Such, exactly, id the 
religion of the Church of Kome to-day, " uncbanged 
and - unchangeable/' whicb must, inita »*^w^ ^^' 
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dency, lead to tesoltB tike most disastrouB^ not mdy ia 
l3ie interestB of the nation itself but to^he millionB 
who are under its fell delusions. And is this the 
i^^rstem, to conciliate which the learned prelate, in 
tiie ** Nationfd Board/' '* kept hidden the volume of 
fiuth f and for whose support and perpetuation he gave 
his sanction to the permanent endowment of the 
College of Maynooih ? Alas, my eountiy 1 when the 
most distinguidied men in church and state unite in 
aiding, in their foul designs, those who pdlute the 
streams of instruction at their very source. 

You will not, I hope^eem me pertinacious on this 
point. The great barriers to the world's happinesi 
and freedom, I most religiously believ^ have been the 
dogmas and assumptions of the church, to which 
leference is made in the statements just placed before 
yptu These continue in ^cdr ftdl force, so as to 
obstruct the improyement of our nation ; and, until 
the minds of enlightened and benevolent ChristiaBfl 
are folly awake to this fact, they will be led, by a 
spurious liberality to the men, to overlook the sffitem 
of delusion by which they are betrayed ! or, perhi^ 
fondly to imagine it is considerably amdiorated m iti 
character, and thus, under this mii^||ake, misapply tbe 
charity, which might otherwise be efficiently directed 
to the regeneration of the country. 

<' There is, perhaps, no opinion that manifests more 
an entire ignorance of Satan's profound artifices, and 
consummate insidiousness, than that which of late years 
has crept into the judgments of some of the best m^i 
in Great Britain— that Popery had changed its cha- 
racter with the times. This opinion originated in e 
pnctical ignoraace of its woridi^, and a bKnd rdBaaoe 



on Its flssertionB ; for eTen reflecting -pettnoB Ibvget, or 
believed no^' tliat the iyfltem n one of eqnivocatioii 
fknn first to last EngliBh-bred gentlemen and Pio- 
testants, genertdly men of traih themseWes, and tiierefiire 
not suspecting tke want of it in odiers, (a^edited every^ 
thing tiiat was advanced. They had no experience of 
their own ; nothing to contradict assertion, but what 
was advanced on the otber nde ; and having thns n6 
tm^ble or visible symptoms to aaaist lliem in judging 
<if tiie trath which was careftJly concealed from them, 
they attributed the opposite allegations to bigotry, and 
ihus were led to seal the death-warrant of Engknd't 
Protestant independence. 

^ They have many of them, however, at last found out 
this trutii, although, it is feared, too late, that Popery 
m die nineteenth century is the same in princij^e that 
iiwas in the tenth— the selfeame ingenious system of 
error ; witli this ad£tion, that it is now more set off 
with aU the gloss of Jesuitism, spread over it to dazale 
and pervert"— jDr. ff, J. M. Mason's Idfe ofBedeH 
* The above sentiments coming, as they do, from the 
jwliciotts pen of Dr. Mason, cannot but cany grent 
wei^t with them on thia question. The patient appli- 
oiKfion of his accomplished mind to the state of Ireland 
tettst have enabled him to form a good judgment on the 
subject; while his connection with the Irish Society, 
in' famishing the grand means of Ireland's evangeliza- 
tion — the whole of tiie sacred Scriptures in the Irish 
Ianguage*^entitle him to a distinguished jdace among 

tiie real benefactors of his country. 
In Ins " State of Ireland," abready referred to, Spen- 

aer says^-" The ftult which I have to find in pellgioH 
la:b«t oaey but the aame is univerflal throug^t aft 
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ihat ooontry ; that is, that thej be all Papists by their 
pTofeflsion, but in the same^ so blindly and brutishly 
infonned, for the most part, that not one among a hun- 
dred knoweth any ground of religion, or any article 
of his faith ; but can say his Pater or his Ave-Maria 
•without any knowledge or understanding what one 
word thereof meaneth. . . . For religion itself being 
but oncy so as there is but <me way therein ; ibr that 
which is true, only is, and the rest is not at all." And 
as to the means by which the Irish may be retrieved 
ficm their ^orance and fi^iritual destitution and 
wretchedness, the same author observes: — ^''Yet, in 
planting of religion, thus much is needftil to be ob- 
served, that it be not sought forcibly to be impressed 
with terror and sharp penalties, as now is the manner; 
but rather delivered and intimated with mildness and 
gentleness, so as it may not be hated before it be un- 
derstood; and its professors despised and rejected. 
And therefore it is expedient that some discreet minis- 
ters of their own countrymen be sent over among them, 
which, by their meek persuasions and instructions, as 
also by their sober lives and conversations, may draw 
them first to understand, and afterward to embrace, the 
doctrine of their salvation. 

" For if that the ancient godly fathers, which first 
converted them, when they were infidels, to the faith, 
were able to pull them from idolatry and paganism to 
the true belief in Christ — ^how much more easily shall 
godly teachers bring them to the true understanding 
of that which they already professed ?" He then re- 
proaches the idle ministers for not *' winning souls to 
God," and that they did not << look out into God's haiv 
▼est which is even ready for the sickle, and all the 



KEXOBIAL OV OXDBOK OIT8BI.BT. 29 

fields Y^Shw long ajgo." "Thos I Itaye" he adds, 
" ran tibixmgli the state of the whole country, bolb to 
let you see whsit it now is, and also what it may be by 
good care and amendment." — View of the State of Ire- 
land. 

Such were the sentiments of this extraordinary man 
in the reign of Elizabeth ; and if any candid man in- 
quire into the subject now, and compare the state of 
^ngs with regard to that church, he will find that) 
unless in those cases where the gospel has effected a 
change, the description is bu^too faithful to life in the 
reign of Victoria; and the very same means which 
were then requisite for the '' amendment" of the con- 
dition of the people are now requisite for the same 
great purpose. 

That illustrious prelate. Archbishop Usher, deeply 
lamented the errors by which his " poor countrymen " 
in his day were misled ; and although his natural gen- 
tleness and mildness, and the extreme tenderness of 
affection with which he regarded the deluded yotariea 
of Romanism, caused him sometimes, perhaps, to act 
toward them witb too much caution, and even occa- 
sioned a fear that Bishop Bedell had gone to imprudent 
lengths in his manner of difihsing truth and confront- 
ing falsehood ; yet he abhorred the system of Popery, 
and denounced it as a foul apostasy from Christianity 
and from the ancient faith of the country; and de- 
TOtttly labored and prayed for its utter extinction, and 
for the prepress and triumph of the truth in the world. 
In his book on the ancient religion of the Irish, he ex- 
presses himself in very affecting terms :■ — 

" I confess I somewhat incline^to be of your mind, 
Jihat if unto the authorities drawn of Scriptures and 
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fiidiers, (wbkk axe eommcm to 114 jn&i oih&pBj) a teoi 
discoveiy were added of that religion which aBeieo^y 
was prdTessed in this kingdom ; it might prove a fipe? 
cial motive to induce my poor countrymen to conskie* 
a little better of the old and true way from which Uiej 
have been hitherto misled. Yet, on the one side, that 
saying in the Gospel ran much in my mind : ' If ihe^ 
hear not Moses and the prophets, neither wUl they ba 
persuaded though one rose £rom the dead' And, on 
the other, that heavy judgment mentioned by the 
aposUe : ' Because they received not the love of thm 
truth that they might be saved, God shall send them 
strong delusion that they should believe a lie.' The 
woful experience thereof we may see daily before our 
eyes in this poor nation : where such as are slow t^ 
heart to believe the saving truth of God, delivered by 
the prophets and apostles, do with all greediness era* 
brace, and with the most strange kind of credulity eno 
tertain, those lying legends wherewith their monks 
and friars in these latter days have polluted the reUtt 
gion and lives of our ancient saints." 

Again, speaking of penance as superseding genuinfi 
repentance, which was insisted on by the aneienl 
church in Ireland, he says, — ^^ By the new device, of 
sacramental penance, the matter is now far more easAjft 
transacted ; by virtue of the keys, the sinner is very 
instantly of attrite made contrite, and thereupon, as soon 
as he has made his confession, he presendy receives 
his absolution, after this some trivial penance is im* 
posed, which, upon better consideration, may be ooof 
verted into pence j and so a quick end is made of many 
a foul business." 

*^ The Lord of his mercy open their eyes, that they 
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aiAgr flee te'figbt, and give them graoe to 'receh^ Hib 
lore of the taratb, that they may be sayed !' The Lord 
Hkewise grant (if it be his bleased will) that trath and 
peace may meet together in our day, that we may be 
all gathered into one fold, under one Shepherd, and 
Am the whole earth may be filled with his glory! 
Amen and Amen." — Ushet^s ReUgion of the Ancient 

The state of thii^ which, centuries ago, the great 
Udber deplored, the pious and devoted Bishop Bedell, 
10. weQ as his distinguished contemporary, mourned 
erer ; and for the effecting of a change in it, he anx- 
ionsly and zealously prosecuted the labors of his life. 
^ He observed,'' says Bishop Burnett, ** with much re- 
gret, that the English had all along neglected the 
Irbh — had lei% them wholly in the hands of thmr 
ptiesta. And, indeed, their priests were a strange 
sort of, people, that knew generally nothing but the 
madmg of their offices, which were not so much as 
vnderstood by many of them, and they taught the 
peojde nothing but Que saying of their Paten and Aves 
iutLatifn, so that the state, both of the clergy and laity, 
Ivaa ftueh that it could not but raise great compassiod 
ill) a man that had so tender a sense of the value of 
likme souls that Christ had purchased with his blood. 
Hierelbre he resolved to set about that apostolical work 
flf ecmverting the natives with a zeal and care that 
•aoh an nnderstapding required. For they had no 
sort ef notion of Christianity, but only knew that they 
were to depend upon their priests, and were to con- 
leas such of' their actions as they called sins, to them; 
and to pay them tithes." Again : *♦ He also thought 
^ true interest of En^Und was io gain the Irish to a 
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knowledge of religion, aad to. bring iSb^em, hy itse 
means of that which only turns the heart, to loye the 
English nation : and so he judged the mado^ of that 
course was apparent, as well as the piety of it" — :£,ife 
of Bedell, 

Bishop Bedell, in his sermon on Bey. xvtii, 4, care- 
fully distinguishes between the religion of Borne a» a 
system, and those who, though influenced by better 
principles, were unhappily in her communion; and 
shows the duty of Christians in co-operating wttth 
Christ to persuade them to " come out of her." "And 
first, and most properly, to those that this scrlptnre 
-most concerns and is directed unto — the people of God 
holden in captivity of Roman Babylon ; but, idas ! 
they are iR>t here, for this is one part of their caj)tivify, 
that they are kept not only from hearing the voice of 
the servants of Christ, or of St John, the beloved 
disciple, but of himself' speaking here from heaven. 

Tell them then, that it is acknowledged by 

their own doctoi^,' that Rome is Babylon ; and k^is 
averred that this is the present Papal monarchy; that 
out of this they must depart, by the commands of onr 
Lord Jesus Christ's own voice, "under pain of beiag 
accessory to all her sins, and liable to all her pahfldi- 
ments. Wish them to use the liberty to read the Holy 
Scriptures, and to come out of the blind c^dience of 
men's precepts and traditions the new and de- 
testable doctrines, derogatory to the blood of Christ, 
which moderate men, even of her own subjects, detest 

"Give me leave, right honorable, to put you in mind 
that this also belongeth to your care, to co-operafe with 
Christ in bringing his people out of the Romish cap- 
tivit}'. And if to help away a poor captive out of 



^)rk&y h$A been lioiiaraMd to «nie psblle niiBifltai% 
mhkt tbAll it be to Mp to llie eiiUa^iiig of «> tumj 
Hkomand Boals out of liie homdage of men'f tvaditioaf, 
«itd gaining to bk Mftjesty so maxtj entire rabjeoti ? 

^ finally : let ns aQ beseech onr Lord Jesus €9ulst 
to give US ivisdom a&d opportunity to fiirtiier his iroiky 
sad to gite saceess unto the same himself; to haslMi 
•^le judgment of Babylon ; to bring his people out of 
this bondage : that we, with them, and tin iMbiH hi tho 
ebnich triumphant, may tiiezenpon sing, * Sahration, 
fmd glory, and honer, and ponrer, be unto tiie LmmA 
oar Grod.' Amen." 

The recorded testimony of anotiier ooa]|>etent tad 

JUf^^jadiced witness will serre to eon^mn the view I 

lisve taken on this subject i—*< Having these maajr 

y«Brs past witnessed, and dee^ depiored, the evfls 

tiiat hare been distracting and o^ressii^ my nailhe 

-QiKtntry, [Ireland;] and been careiKilly weighing te 

irarions opinions and methods from time to tine 

.a&^ltwd, bat in vain, to heal th«m, I came at Isaglh 

,t» this oonclutian, whkiL I now lay before yonr gvaee, 

^4iiat to one point alone, neariy, if not altogether, unoh- 

•sKwed, are all these perplexities 4o the state, ihjuiiia 

to Ireland, and rexatious disaj^intments to my Bo- 

^man CatiioHo jfeUow-snbjects attributable. My convio- 

tion is, that the ludden eon of the whde is a dire 

gfStem of deep-laid religioas knpostnre, oombined with 

a i^irit of insatiable domination on the one hand, and 

mi the other a mistaice, operating on unsospeeting 

- multitudes, which-^not TigorotHly and timely cbeck- 

ed, eitiier by judicious -exposure, or the stpong arm of 

the hiw, to awe the torbulent,for no baJf measures can 

rUl, most assuredly, nWmately sacceed in sa^ 

S 
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Iiiiig the cuBStttatioii, deslrojnng all gtenuiiie eimi aajS 
^tehffoua libert7, aad filling these realms with copfiiVHOii 
^and masry. Let this dire imposture then be laid^op^, 
aad the fatal mistake removed : so shall all these evits 
at once cease ; and all our fellow-subjects can then, 
with perfect safety, be indiscriminately admitted <x> 
equal' pnTilf^es; and henceforth shall they be united 
in amity and Christian kindness, to vex or afflict eae^ 
'Other no more. 

.' <* This state of things is the earnest desire of eveoy 
.honest heart on both sides, and what I have for masi^ 
years been laboring and praying for ; and O that no^ 
'God may grant, that now, at length, I may have the 
'happiness, ere my head be laid in the dust, toseeit 
accom^hed. In order to this, I beg to make the 
r following statement : — The Roman Catholic clergy ase 
iBifom to the divinity of the gospel: that all faith^l 
•ftdlowers of it are true Christians; and that all doc- 
«trineS| worship, and teachers, opposed to it, are &ka» 
aoeorsed, and idolatrous. ..... But they are f^ 

sworn to teach mankind the Creed of Pope Pius IV>} 
containing many doctrines, and worship, qsposeii-Ao 
the ireligion of Christ, as the only ancient faith, wi^KMit 
which none can be saved; and to condemn, rejdoti'tfild 
hold accursed, all things-^every book, religioO) man, 
state, &c.— opposed to it, as heretical, and to extwmi- 
nate them in every way possible. Here lies the deso* 
lating imposture. By thus swearing to the tndh, thi^ 
- throw dust in the people's eyes ; and then palm lOn 
them its opposite — ^their fatal creed ! This point shov^ 

be ever kept in view Now the pope and his 

' clergy, though sworn to the trutii of the gospel, and to 
the falsehood of all doctrines and teachers oppofed .4o 
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Uy 8f« tmm to toadi the Trent Cieed, ibai of Pope 
Pins lY. ..... Hence they are, by this ksl onth 

and creed) sworn to contradict their first oath and the 
gospel of God, in order tins way to uphold the Papacy, 
and to snl^ngate mankind to their wretohed donunar 
iion, or extenninate them whore power enoogh to do 
BonhaA.**^Ousele^s LeUer to the Duke of W^HngUmy 
Feb., 1S39. 

Again : *< It must be obriotts to all Bomaoists of ai^ 
Isifehnadon, ^t the pope's creed — Im fiital system of 
veli^on, which he and hb piests are sworn to eadi 
other to teach as the only troe faith of Christ — is di- 
reiedy opposite totiiat goi^el which they belieTe is his 
Irae faith; imd is th^«fore a system, a re]igi<Hi, of tks 
most BotoriouiB falsehood, idolatry, craelty, and hypoe- 
fisy, that the worM ever witnessed. Hence, when the 
laity suffer tlMmseWes to be so cheated as to follow k, 
do they not madly fbllow the broad road to their 
ibame and min ; what they must now see is the Tcry 
contrary df Chasfs sacred religion? And henee 
4Kdses, of course, the difference of faith between them 
^and iA true Protestants. Must they not,, there^re, 
fknT pei«eiVe that, wbHe ever they adhere to this per> 
m;ioas system and its teachers, they must ever hate 
'l^testants, and earnestly desire to see them extenm- 
nated ? [See Ax>pendix B.] Should they not, there- 
fi»e, cleariy understand that it is solely on this ground 
that all enlightened Protestants, dreading tiiese prin- 
ciples as they do, fear so much to intrust them with 
that power which would enable them to act according 
to th«r fiktal system, and eventually destroy them and 
t^ir dearest institations? Mr. Hunkett, in his speech, 
iSbVeniber, 1822, on a ribbonman's trial, said: * The 
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obfect aiid oath of tlie libbanmen are, it » 
tionably^ proved, tibe sabvenioii of the constitidioa ; 
the separation of Ireland from Great Brhain ; tiie ex- 
liipation of dl Hie Protestant inhriiitanta out of the 
eonntry; and to establish the Boman Caiholtc religm 
in didr stead.' No marveb at all, Trhen their ctezf^ 
ate sworn that * Protestants are accursed hereties, who 
should be rooted out'" — Ousdetfs Letter to the- BL 
Eon. Robert Peel, Feb., 1829. 

Kumerons instances might be adduced to exhibit llie 
•yttem to which the above records refer, as the frnitM 
source of all our conntrjr's miseries and wrongs; but I 
do not like to swell this letter to an onreasoftaUe 
l^gih, already, it is ta be feared, too mudi in detail. 
•When, however, these doctrines, wl)icfa are instUM 
into the minds of the peasantry firom very infaaoy, 
«re merely adverted to, can it be tfaoi^jht surprising 
tiiat tiie peace and security of sodety ue deeply a^ 
ftcted ? Nay : tte wonder is, that more frequent and 
deadly convulsions do not rend our lovely, ihoi^ 
unhappy, land. 

These views will suffer no diminution in ycwr Do»- 
fliderataon w respect, by the sanction of the venerable 
name of Ouseley. The letters from which the aboice 
extracts are taken were occaaoned by a greatpolitiGal 
emergency in the state. Though written late in life, 
and in the midst of important avocations, yet they are 
characterized by a vigor of thought, force of reaaoo- 
ing, and justness of conclusion, which give indicatixMi 
of a master-mind, thoroughly acquainted with the sul^- 
ject His arguments have not yet been answered^ 
and must remain unanswered for ever. Nay, the 
events which he so devoutly and ardently dopreeated 



lMr««r%ii» too Ti^ ooBftmed the prediodon of the aged 



Oivfat d«f)ifetiee is, in nryr inkid, due to kn opioioBy 
« being no OF&siy judge in aQ matfeen oonnected 
iridi tile political, moral, and religiotis improyement of 
Ireland. No one took a more matured view of tiie 
qttdstioQ than did Mr. Onariey. Tbe discriminati&g 
pdw^B of liiat gifted man liaTing been lor half a ceib> 
ttuy exereised on things invoiTing lihe beet istereati 
^his native land, he saw liie evil hy -which its millioiic 
were affected, and knew tiie sole remedy to be resorted 
to for its removal^ and for heaUng the disordeni of HhA 
cotmtrj. His zeal for truth was fi^ee from the tinga 
fit)^Krty spirit; he lost sight of mere sectarian distin^ 
tions-'-searehed out pnne^o>le»^-^xhilxM their tea- 
deney — and faldifblly dectoed, both bj preaclung aai 
l^ episHes, ihe tbuth hy which the ^ fbotle " aie t». 
b^ made free. Thus, while he was the unooaqaro* 
ttising enemy of error, he breadied' naught but {aty 
fyt those who were under its fkial influence. % 
spent his fifo in laboring for the regeneration of his 
ootmtry, and often had he the happiness of witnesong 
the gracious effects which followed the proranlgalioit 
CKp^th^ truths of the gospel> in the enlightenment and 
^ibviTerinon of tibonsands. 

The varions and eztensiTe knowledge of Mr. Ous^ 
ley, his deep and patient research, and his keenness 
ahd accuracy of judgment, were all brought to bear 
with admirable effect on the several subjects which are 
embraced in his writings ; and by his logical aditenesi 
and power of analyms he penetrated the arcana of 
error, detected it» subtiUies, and held up to merited 
iMora attd abhorrence llieeecnqyliBveBlionsof dosi^i* 
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iBg and indeed men ; that be might hapljr difabuseibi 
minds of his erring countiTmen) and lead them oat of 
the gross and dimgerons delusions of ^ Papal novelty/' 
into the nnoorrapted and peaceful truth of ^^ old Chris* 
tianity." 

** Indeed) if ire Ining the entire subject to a trial, bf 
the only proper test of genuine charity, whether auui** 
festing itself toward the bodies or souls of men, the 
more eren there is of ihe march of intellect to instmeft 
our judgment, and the less there is of bigotry to pn^or 
dice our feelings, so much the more must iho system 
of Popery, particulariy if connected with Jesuitism, be 
jeakmsly eyed by well-disposed minds* Its buoyant 
ambition, which nothing can ever suppress; its eata^. 
Uishing, wheretet it flourishes, an impetium in trnperto,, 
' chiefly by means of its confessional, the more powerful 
as it operates through the conscience, and with the. 
sanction of eternal motives ; its encouragement of igno- 
rance, for ever shunning the light ; its falsehood, by 
which it lives, and thrives, and reigns, in everytiiing 
justifying the means by the end; its slavery, and all 
such evil consequences that naturally flow from it|. 
must ever make it to be dreaded by the true stateanan . 
or the patriot; while the Christian of any reflection oo 
experience must abhor it in its certain results of lead** 
ing the devout to idolatry and tbe indifferent to infi- 
delity." — Mason's Life ofBedeU. 

I shall close this part of the subject with a reference 
to a Boman Catiiolic writer, to show that the histocy . 
of Ireland's wrongs commenced with its submission to 
the yoke of Rome : — **^ There is something very singu- 
lar in the ecclesiastical history of Ireland. The Chri»* 
tiaa ohoioh of that country, as branded by Si Patrick 
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add Mb pnAeoemofrSy existed fbr many ages free and 
imsliaekled. For about seren knndred yean tfais 
eiRiMsli maiatained its independence. It kad no con^ 
neetion with England, and differed upon points of inh- 
portance from Borne. The first work of Henry IL 
WBs to reduce the Chosch of Ireland into obedience to 
the Roman pontiff. Accordingly he procured a coun- 
dt of the Irish clergy to be held at Cashel, in 1178, 
tfnd the combined influence of Henry and the pope 
pverailed. This council put an end to the ancient 
Church of Ireland, and submitted k to the yoke of 
Borne. That ominous apostasy has been followed by 
a series <^ calamities, hardly to be equaled in the wori<L 
"From the df^ of Patrick to the Council of Cashel, was 
a- bright and glorious career for Ireland. From the 
sitiing of this council to our time, the lot of Ireland has 
been unmixed evil, and aH her history a tale of wa'' 
^-^O^DriscoU^s Views of Irdand. 

Far be the wish from me to draw an exaggerated 
pktare of the misfortunes of my country, or to con* 
fband the distinctions which truth as well as justiee 
would teach me to preserve : the details of a crimuud 
clianBter to which reference has been made, are, alasl 
too 'weU- known, and the evidence, drawn from un- 
doubted resources, has been adduced, that the question 
may appear in a &Lr and true point oi light; and I 
coneeive that nothing can be more palpable than that 
the maladiee under which our nation languishes are 
svperindwied by the causes to which, by the high au- 
thorities above quoted, they have been ascribed. Yet 
it is not for a moment to be supposed that such repre- 
sentations as have been made are descriptive of aH 
wt»UB k]io>im by te dii«iBelif e appefl«tioii of /rM. 



Xboaaaadi and tons of thmwHids oC thcae tlnie «*• 
whose better feelings xue above tbe prejwiices ni 
iheir system; who deprecate the eTils, poUticfd4MMifler 
cial, with which -they are eunounded; and whQ would 
rejoice to shake off the ignominious bonda^ whiek 
neither ihey nor their fathers have been aUe to bea& 
The great bulk of the Irish popidationi if le6k to the nof 
biased exercise of their own judgment, and protected 
fixMn Tiolence and persecution, would gladly hear, and 
in innumerable instances receire, the message of goqpel 
grace and salvation. 

My opini(ms may, possibly^ not be free from thoae 
predilections which the love of country is likely to in- 
dace ; but, from a long and intimato aequaintanoe witla 
ifie Irish, and havii]^ been frequently a witness of the 
effects aocoB^>anying the preaching of the gospel 
flpdomg them, it has become my settled conTJction thail 
as there is no portion of the great mission field wluclt 
1«0 stronger claims on our Christian sympi^es, so 
there is none that would more richly reward our libeiK 
aUty and toiL 

It cannot be thought surprising that men whose mMit 
^VB never been raised above mere secular viewft**^ 
vho have never themselves felt the power of the gsft. 
pel — should resort to mere political schemes for ibe 
improvement of our country; but those who acknow- 
ledge the supremacy of tbuth r^ose their confidence 
in the efficacy of the gospel, and the accomfia&yiag 
agency of the Holy Spirit, for its enlightenment and 
regeneration. The time must ccxne when the claima 
of. truth shall be demonstrated, and this confidence 
jputified befiwe the world; when ChiiatiaB churchaa' 
)<Wl.b%itoOTwaiiya»thwoi^ 



to-sn caetgy t)f aciioa in tbe grdtti cmtevfrns^ bj 
iiw eemitiy will uadei^ a mo^ conquMt ; irlieii thexr 
¥olttDtar7 exertioDs and coDtribotions irill be eoiMe* 
crated to tbb hallowed end: and the << fooliahneta of 
preaching" shall aocompliah ihat which neither penal 
laws, nor conciliatory meaaures of the state, hare been 
ever able to effect Yours, &c. 
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JUftdL of aodety-^Tfaoogh iBuowanpagt not liofdfH— ^JoaikbaM 

of tbe labors of Wealey, etc., on the preient improved condition of religioua aocietj-w 
Iter. Gichon Ouwlej—Iler. Oeof^ge WUtefleld— Nettlbr riii y tr re eled— Pati hilar 
eoaatj of C3«i»--Pajn«« on tbrrof h Limailek «ad DubHa to P«rk (h U R ot. John 
We«!«3r— Pint Tint to inland— Rev. Charles We^y— Piogrew of Methodism in 
Irafauid— Diocate of Meath— CorrMpoadence betveen the BfOr. Moon Bookec awl 
tha biriiop of Meathr-Clo^g remarka. 

My Dear Friend, — From the concurrent opaaosaK 
given in my last, of distinguished writers c^ ranon^ 
i^eligious views, and living in different ages, ^sorrobo^ 
rating the sentiments winch I had advanced, it will 
appear evident to you, that the greatest evil of oar 
nation is a spurious system of reli^n, deeply laid and 
widely extended, which can only be removed by tltt 
li|^ and power of genuine Christianity. However 
dai^ and deplorable this state of things may be, it ia 
fiur from being hopeless ; the eaq[)ericace of the pwali 
inspires confidence for the future, and prompts to a 
Slill more energetic course of action for the achieve- 
ment of our hallowed object — ^the salvation of our 
country. 

The patient toils and persevering constancy of the 
faithful laborers engaged, under the direction of tiio 
Methodist Conference, in years gone by, in the culti- 



4t itsMOBiAL or GiDEOK otmELsr. 

vation of tbe moral soil, and easting into it the seed of 
tiie gospel; and the -wonderftd success with whit^ 
God was pleased to honor his servants, had no smafi 
influence on the religious movement which of late 
^rears has distinguished the churches of the country; 
And the success of benevolent societies during the 
present century, has, notwithstanding formidable 
difficulties, been surprising, in the promotion of Scrip- 
tural education, and in the diffusion of the volume of 
divine truth, both in the authorized version and in the 
Irish language. This affords great encouragement to 
godly men belonging to the evangelical chutchcs, to 
prosecute their plans with greater ardor and fidelity ; 
being thus assured, that, in due time, they shall reap if 
ihey faint not. 

I have said that I care not by what agency the 
progress of error shall be arrested and the interests of 
trutii advanced ; yet I cannot shut my eyes to the 
fiiet, that long before the existence of any such' 
agencies as those just adverted to, ft>r the enlighten* 
ment of the people of this land, a system of missionar]^' 
instruction was in efficient and extensive operation, by 
the instrumentality of the Eev. John and Chailes 
Wesley, and their coadjutors and successors* Itmjgfit 
have been said of them, " Your zeal hath provoked 
very many." Provoked them, indeed, to a "godly 
jealousy." And it will be only known in the light of 
eternity, how far the Christian worid is indebted to' 
the pious and zealous labors of the brothers, and their 
unpretending followers. 

Although my principal object is to exhibit to your 
view the ministerial li^ and labors of the Rev. Gideon 



^oMtlQjy m oomieGtioa witii tiudi-wkiek msy be morft 
stocky and properly deiMHniitaied, *^ The Irisli Mi»- 
aLon," it will be neceaNuy ta take a brief retroepectiTe 
furrey (^the agency by which the great Head of the 
church had been pleased prerioiialj to dlfinse to a 
considerable extent thronghoat thb country the know* 
ledge of his holy word. 

The Bey. G. Whitefield, without any preidons inten- 
tion of vifiiting it, had, indeed, been in Ireland, in 1 788. 
He had sailed from Charleston in liie Mary, bound for 
England; but, after a long and perikxis voyage of 
nine weeks and three days, he, the captain, and crew,^ 
etc^ were neaxiy shqftwrecked, and reduced to the 
giwatest extFcmity as to pronaions, harving only one 
pint of water, and a litde bread; but, providentaally,' 
they were driyen into a smali seaport in the county 
of Clare, Carrick-a-holt, about eight miles lower down 
the Shannon than Kilruah. Mr. Whitefield was treat- 
ed with the utmost hospitality by Mr. M'Mahon, a 
ooontry gentleman, who also supplied Inm with horses 
fior his journey. He reached Limerick on Saturday 
efeniag, November 19tb, preached in the cathedral 
next day, and was received with great kindness by 
XIr* Bouicough, the bishop of Unerick. On Thurs- 
day 2dd he arrived in Dublin, where he was received' 
with great courtesy by Dr. Rundel, the bishop of 
Londonderry, and by his grace, the lord primate, Dr. 
Boulter. He preached on Sunday 26th, in Werburg's 
and St. Andrew's churches, ttr crowded and astonished 
congregations. 

Thursday, 30th November, Mr. Whitefield writes :— 
<< After nearly twelve months' absence from Londoii) 
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4% mMMXAXi <fir co^iMm owabt. 

llMrnr nondiB from Georgia, and a pleasant pa«ag«f Isf 
tirentj-foar hoars from Dublin, to my inexpresSiM^ 
comfort God brought me to Park-Gate." 

Mr. John Wesley was the^rs^ of tbe noUe band of 
Oxford witnesses wbo came from England to Ireland 
iOf nnfavl tke banner of the cross. He reached it on 
Sunday, August 9th, 1747, and preached in Mfiry^ 
C9mrch. He had been preceded by Mr. Williams, one 
of his own preacfaerS) in tilie eariy part of the saine year. 
lAr. Williams's labors wiere wonderfully successful, and, 
when Mr. Wesley arrtyed, he found a people prepared 
for the word of the Lord. He was soon fc^owed by 
his brother Chaiies, who laboared soccessfidly for a 
considerable period thzongfa several parts of Ir^and, 
aa well as in Dublin ; and when, in the March following^ 
Mr. John Wedey returned to Dublin, he found his 
brother Charles there, on the ere of embarking fdt 
Ett^^and. Thus the brothers succeeded each other 
dniing the first year of their eyangelical labors in 
Ireland. In this visit, Mr. Wesley was accompanied 
by Mr. Swindells, of whom I shall hare occasion to 
li^ak when Mr. Thomas Walsh's conversion riia& be 
referred to. 

'*Next to their own country," says Mr. Jaeksonf, 
«< the sympathies of the brothers were awakened in be- 
half of Ireland, where Protestantism had fiiUen into a 
profound sleep under the shade of the civil power; 
and Popery, ever watchful and active for the attain- 
ment of its own selfish ends, was rapidly leading the 
body of the population into superstition and sin."— 
Centenctry of Methodism. The masses of darkness 
^vtre soon pierced by gospel l^ht; and tho slyness 
tf death disturbed by the v<Nce of these messengers of 



mv^Wf 9!fp»8 oul^ ^^ Awiake, thou ilitt ileepMt, aad 
maafiroiathe dead, and Chrirt dball gire tkee figlit'' 
The suocesa attending those labora of the brothera and 
llieir cotemporaries scarcely finds a parallel in £n^ 
land itself, ^ so mightily grew the word of the Loid 
and- previ^led." In less than three yean this new doo- 
txine spread with incredible n^>idity. Not only in 
X^uUin, and some of the hunger towns and dties, hnt 
even through the mral districts, thousands of all 
ehisses " receiyed the word with aU readiness of mind, 
and searched the Scriptures daily, whether those things 
Tmre^O." The thirsty land became springs of water; 
masses of the lower oiders of society, and many nf tin 
Soman Catholics themselyes, bectune sobject to the 
faith; several of the upper and middle nmks heaid 
." tiie joyful sound ;** and some o£ the ^^ prints then^ 
^ves believed, and put salvation on." 

It cannot be thought surprising that very d»fMT»»^lff' 
views were formed, and conflicting, feelings awakenedy 
by such novel and unheard-of proceedings as those 
xeferred to : while many of the regular clergy regard* 
,iedwitii peonliar and lively intetest llie preac^ng of 
tbese devoted men, and frankly acknowledged the 
lu^py results produced in the religious character of 
the country, and of Hie church itsebf; it was eyed by 
others with jealousy and alarm ; and those who favored 
this new religion were ranked among the enemies of 
church and state. In Dublin, and the adjoining coun- 
ties, the whole community seemed affected. Many of 
the gentry, and some of the clergy, especially in the 
(Uocese of Meath, &vored Methodism ; wbile the bishop 
and several of his clergy bitterly opposed it; A mott 
Viqpcfftant and intemHing record of those tmea is 
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liiaded down to us, wldch diows, at; onee, tihe extnkMS 
dinary extent to whieh it had grown, and tbe hosiWsy 
. which had been called into operation against it 

The Bey. Moore Booker, an aged and respectabTe 
clergyman of the diocese <^ Meath, wrote to his dio- 
cesan for instruction and advice how to act with regard 
to ibis new sect : the bishop took offense, and treated 
him with unmerited severity ; and Mr. Booker is ne- 
c^essitatedy in his own defense, to resort to the publicft- 
ttmi of his correspondence with the bishop and his 
Ticaar-generaL 

The letters, with a preface, were published in 1 751, 
by J. Kelbum, George's Lane, Dublin ; a,nd nmstha^re 
had but limited cireniation. We are indebted to the 
£ei\ Wm. Stewart for their republication, in 1810, 
in the Irish Methodist Magazine. With very little 
abridgemnt, I shall give you this important testi- 
mony as to the early progress of Methodism in those 
parts : — , 

TO THE READER. 

It is with no small concern I find myself under a aeota*. 
sity of communicating to the public as a finished petSofp^ 
ance, what was only intended for private correspondeiH^ 
and as sach thrown together in the loose form of a lettef^ 
without any regard to method or style. That to my bishop 
was written with gi'eat sincerity, and I really flattered my- 
self with the expectation of his lordship's thanks and appro- 
bation ; nor had I been more free with his lordship than 
often before with impunity. But the very severe censure 
my letter received from a prelate, whose heart and inten- 
tion I honor In common with mankind, could have pro- 
ceeded only from the strongest prepossession. 
4 I could never hear that his lordship or the vioar-; 



wrirewAL or Bvm^v ouuilst. if 

h|ld ekttim ei&fir of tbnr letters, yet by the ay nised 
ftgfiiiiflt tbem, (perhi^ of one copy I had given of the 
first,) it waa believed a composition of all JblMe dxirim^ 
hfiffi^, cmd schism^ andrigoroas ]m>Geedings against me ex- 
pected before I had the least reason to imagine it,, as the 
reader ^oll find. 

I hoped my second letter would have silenced all Ais 
noise, till oar late yisitation, where his lordship, in his 
dkarge to the clergy, (as I was informed, coming too late 
to hear it,) cautioning them against the delusion that one 
o€ thete brethren, naming me, had nnhappily fidlen under, 
(though his lordship treated me, wlien I appeared, witti all 
eitfiity and paternal affection.) My defection has since 
teoome a common topic of conversation both in city and 
omntiy. His lordship having mentioned my letter, bat 
being too tender to expose it, I showed the copy to severBl 
of my brethren. It was greatly censured by some, othert 
did not think it prudent to speaJ^ their opinion. 
- I received daily requests from distant friends for copies 
of those letters, and assurances from them all that the pub- 
lishing them was absolutely necessary to the vindication of 
my character. 

That to the vicar-gcileral, in the opinion of a great many, 
odIitBinS a more critical apology for my brethren the clergy 
tfytftfor my clients the Methodists. That the latter should 
wtfA. an advocate, in a Christian, Protestant country, seems 
td^-me ^te out of character. I beheve I have heard aH 
ttet can be said, with the least propriety, against them, 
and still think they ought not to be discouraged. How 
tiiose poor, simple, honest Christians, have rendered ihem- 
velres so fonmdable, is what I cannot aceount for. I must 
declare that my church, at least its communion table, owes 
almost nine in ten of its company to their labors ; and I 
can aflSrm the same of one or two neighboring parishes. 
Were it not for them, we -should meetas few of the meaner 
«h«e tt<^ geotimen of rank andfeortnne; and I tak« 
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.i^Mm ott tp si^, if we, iHtii eqwi akiU and ens, icnir, 
^btsSi and prune th« plants which those poor people have 
,raised to our hands, God wiU give the increase ; and give 
me leave to add, that learned and zealous as even Me. 
Wesley is, and all my parishioners think him, th^% is not 
one conscience among them more in his power than in 
mine. 

Letter L — To the Right Rev. the I/yrd Bishop ofMeath, 

Mt Lob]>,— I think it my duty to beg your lordship^ 
.adviee in relation to my behavior to the people oaUed 
Methodists, who tire now greatly increasing in and about 
my parish. Upon their first appeaninee, as they were 
everywhere spoken against, I ^as far from giving them 
encouragement till I had very carefully inquired into their 
tenets, their Uves, and their conversation. I found th&m. 
very strongly attached in the doctrines of the Established 
Church ; that they professed no singularities, except in a 
jKal for failh, purity, and devotion, that rises to enthusiasmi; 
and all this accompanied with a scrupulous exactness iA 
their moral conduct. The more I conversed with Ihem, 
tiie more they insinuated themsdves into my esteem. I 
was very cautious in my endeavors to rectify their fge q pieitt 
mistakes of texts of Scripture, and laying before them, la 
the most gentle and obliging manner, the rational sense 
of them as preferable to the mystical, of which they an 
too fond. 

I perceived my church to fill, and ehose subjects whicli 
might be most edifying to them ; and I so fiur found the 
good effects, that last Christmas day I had at the sacrament 
Above fifty whose faces I had scarce seen at the church be- 
fore; and upon inqiury into their characters, found thdm 
;au>stly to have beeoLpersons of very profligate lives. 

About a fortnight ago one of them told me, it was a 
gnat trouble to their aociety thst they faad-Hot moee A» 



ifiMBt t^nnortniitiM of noeiir&kg. &6 comifiviiiaL- I d»- 
'flisftdliba to tet his brethren know ibatlwae always tt 
Uieir serrice, and al any Itara, upon proper noUoe, I ahovld 
'ttlmiiiiiler it occasionally, either at my own chuych or 
JhvoBaaee, at their request, which was done aocor^ai^y 
yesterday at Dmmcree. 

I have always kept what are called the best, oompttay, 
btft none that ever gave me snch solid pleasure before. 
8ome had come that moming, as. I was infemed, rery 
near ten miles on foot, though tho weather was yery scTera, 
and had preinented seTeral. I had serenty conmnmicants ; 
trae piety and charter sat sanli]^ on their &oe ; and Imnst 
say, I fleyer saw diYine sertiee heard with so ranch rere- 
•ente and attention. I was told there were bat three im 
-Ijbe whole Congr^atk>n that did not profess themsdres of 
^that society, and those not of the first rank ef thett. Tbey 
hsM their assemblies in the ateniNm, men and women in 
M|»aniAe houses, wherd they instmct the %iiorant, sing 
<pSBlm8, and pray. . . 

•t\Ace these, my lord, snlgeots to set a Popish mob upoQ, 
to be railed at by fools, and, too often, from the pu^^? 
There is scarce a lay gentleman round me HxeX has not 
taken them under his protection. They were speaking of 
<lmilding a conrenient house for holding their Sunday 
^ening assemblies; two gentlemen of fortune present, 
told them they would subscribe five guineas eadi. A 
t»rv«nt ftom Aem is thoi^t a treasure, and greatly en- 
couraged. -'- * 
' Smiday patrons and fbot-batt assemblies are quite fri- 
qtiefit; The champions at those ispcnts are now better eov- 
^liofed^ and the very Papists are ashamed of iti I should 
have told your lordship I had yesterday among my com- 
ttmnicants six P<y&te; they haw a sercntli, but they have 
not yet made their recacntatibn. I hope your Icwdship wfll 
have the pleasure of sending^ me yomr «*'''***^"^fl^ ^ 



•llniii, an w^ taypourHcB. 2t ms iMt ft KttJp - ftflBBCtJBg^ 
#ee the poor ettaXarts open dieir nontlis, for Ac bread to 
te pttt into tbem, as ihey had been vsed. 

Upon the whole, ny lord, in mj opinion, the eleigy 
ahoald treat them with all gentleness and indulgence* If 
we can but reclaim them from their entiinsiasm, and pre- 
Tail oa Hie more rational members of their society, for sach 
Aey hare among them, to lead them into a more int^- 
giUe manner of expressing themselves in Hieir partiimlar 
assembles, they may bee6mo snch ornaments to Chiis- 
tiantty as may give us a little sketch of the apasuMe age ; 
tet this, if possible to be ejected, must be done by the most 
>«nftil aftd tender'addiiess; and I have reason to think it 
Hot impracticable. In the mean time, disobliging metibeds 
•honld not by any means be used. That they are easting 
<mt devils in Chrisfs name, is undeniable; and wse have 
not even die weak' pretence of the iniant apostles for the 
forbidding tbem, since it cannot be said they follow not 
with us. Besides, if they be irritated, it is to be feand 
fliey may entirely desert the church, and make its de- 
plorable breaches wider. 

April 27, 1751. 

» • 

Letter II. — To the Rev. Dr, A — wi, Li/n — n, Vicar-Gatetal 

ofMeaih. 

Bbv. Bib,— When I sat down to write my letter tp.onr 
hi— p, I had just been reading the Candid Disquisitions. 
I thought it gave very good authorities for the right. (^ a 
presbyter, not only for asking his bishop's advice, but for 
offinring his own. . . 

^ When I watted on his lordship, according to his ^m- 
nands, I found my letter had been greatly mistaken. I 
knitted saying, I did not put the bread into the mouths of 
'Biy Pqndi communicantSi who openied them to receive it; 
v*t Imtftininft I eonld ever be though aojsnoraat of my 
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tittf , w to Ittte pat it III. I am aHHrid 1 was mlsimd«fw 
stood in trrery paragraph ; bat upon a rariew of my ktteis 
from a copy I had taken, I cttiBOi see what ibimdatkiii I 
lia^ there laid hr so many of my bret h rBn being so greatly 
offimded, nor did I enspect tiiat any man of candor oonld 
hare given a dUiNrent character of them. They may be 
the Inverse, In other parts of so laige a djocese; and it is 
impossible the bishop oonld see diem with any otiier eyes 
tiian those of his dergy. Bat I most insist npon it, my 
parishiono^ and neighbors of that society are not ihA 
IfeHiodists represented to his lordi^p. I have made my* 
self well aoqaainted with them, have talked with sereral of 
their leaders, heard their public lectaies and eriiortatioBS, 
and not only heavd, bat seen and know the happy effects 
of them. 

I dare not sospect those of my brediren who have repre- 
sented tbem in a more disadvantageous 11^^ to have been 
more hasty and radi, in their judgments concerning them, 
than myself; and that there are but two or three very 
yomg gentlemen amoi^ ns who have not snffidently con- 
sidered the wise mati's axiom : **^ He that giveth jndgmout 
ill a matter before he hath inquired into it, and nndentand- 
eth it, it is folly and shame unto him ," and are included in 
too harsh an expression of mine, in my letter to the bishop. 

The only atgument, my lord, made use of against them 
to me, that I remember, was founded upon a very strict 
sense of ihe letter of the canonical law, which was, that 
they had arrogated to preach without any l^gal designatiott 
to that office, being neitiier biriiops, priests, nor deacons : 
such are indeed very wisely excluded from our pulpits ; 
bat I know no law of God or Protestants, that foibids 
Christians, even of the laity, '*to assemble themselves to- 
gether," at hours not appointed for the serrice of Gk>d or 
man, ** to exhort one another, to confess tiieir sins one to 
another, and pray one for anodier, to read the Holy Scrip- 
I, and when merry to sing psslms. In psalms, and 
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hjmnB, and «pMtaal songs, mtfpag and maldng melodf 
in yoni hearts to the Lord." 

I know this to be their conitant practice. Did they » liita 
the Puritans of the former age, to which his lordship com- 
pared them, seduce believers from tiie Sstablished Church, 
we should, have reason to he alarmed ; but the duect eon-' 
trary is manifest, to the great comfort of man^rwhom I 
know to he very good Christians. I will answer for then; 
tibey shall subscribe, as many .creeds, conncils, articles, and 
homilies, as the^most orthodox among us. Idon'tmen- 
tion this as their supreme excellency : their pajiB^ Aeir 
tithes, as well as thebr other debts, conscienttonsiy, givns 
them a stronger title to my esteem. 

My lord blamed me for mixing sometimes among tiiem^ 
but really I thought myself as much in Ihe way of mj daty, 
as some tender mothers whom I have known, when stran* 
gers had got into the nursery, to steal in, lest the^ shonld 
have brought their pockets full of trash, and poison th« 
children out of stark love and kmdness. . . 

My lord, sir, cannot expect me to pa^ so implicit a 
deference to the judgment of the reverend gentlemen ho 
Itemed, as opposite to mine, so as to give those people .<ii0 
least discouragement^ without some better aigunent tl^H 
the weight of their number and authority. I believe- 1 
can count double the years of all the disobliged gendemen 
except one, whom his lordship mentioned as a roan of 
learning. I have known him a curate above twenty yeam^ 
and of a very good character. They may be blessed with 
more natural sense and peneti'ation; but they have nel 
read more books, or better, than I have done, thought mora 
intensely, or conversed with more wise and learned . men 
on the sul^jectof religion ; not one of their souls is possess* 
ed with a more ardent love of truth, or more devoted to 
the interest of Jesus Christ and his church. They have 
not had more opportunities of conversing with the people 
«f that society, of my parish and aeighhntaiPdi (I apwk 
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0f no oilnrtj) and of teforniing themselTes in tiieir teneti 
and conduct 

- I htkre talked to one or two of my offended brothers on 
this subject. Their prejudices ran high; but they knew 
nothing of the people in question, as they told me, but by 
inMoatij^ yet were famished with stories of their lewdness 
and Yioe, such as the FajMsts tell of Luther's consulting 
with the devil. Throw a great deal of dirt, and some of it 
nay stick. Beason only can change my opinion of them ; 
which at present runs so high, that I think persecuting and 
nobbing liiem, flying in the fiice of Jesus Christ; and 
that it would be better for me to be thrown into the sea, 
and a millstone about my neck, than ^ to ofiend one of 
these little ones that beUere in him." The great Gerson's 
question must be mine : ** To what end did God gire me a 
ooBsdence of my own, if another man's must be my rule of 
Kfing and-dying ?" And I shall always think with Mr. Fos- 
ter, an author I haye heard my lord commend more than 
once, ^ that the errors we &U into, after proper care to aroid 
them and come to the knowledge of the truth, will not be 
of any great consequence in themseWes, or prejudicial to 
oar happiness ; so that it is better to err, with an honest, 
ufaiased, inquisitiTe mind, (for this is often the effect of 
human infirmity, where there is the best temper, and a 
true rectitude of win and affections,) than to be in the right 
ftom custom, and an implicit reverence for tradition and 
•ttthori^." So ihat, if I am conscious of having perform- 
ed those requisites for the rendering error innocent, I shall 
auke a compHment to no man of my own sense, reason, 
and conscience, in a matter of such importance as th<^ sal- 
tation of so many thousand souls as I have cause to 
believe are-intetested in the debate, till convinced that I 
am mistaken by stronger arguments than my own study 
and experience can suggest But I promise all my offended 
bfethren, that if any one of them, ftom his superior fund 

oC tenuDg and iMtniia ftUlitiios, w^ 
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me tlie^Usehood w nnciuufioMmegfl of «ny of ^ fiicto I 
hare alledged, or oondosions drawn from them, I shatt 
glory as much in confessing my fank, «e in any conquest 
I oonld gain over them. And he niay not only recover me 
from error, bnt vindicate himself from the imputation of 
having imposed npon his Inshop by misrepresenting to 
him some of the best CSiristians in his diocese. And my 
reason for thinking them snch is drawn from the infidUble 
role of the most jnst of critics, their .^loito. Now, If I am 
eommissioned, as well as the Baptist, to judge of causes by 
eflfocts, and by the things I see and hear,«— I may, without 
much straining of metaphors, say, ^ The blind see, the deaf 
hear, lepers are deansed," &e.; since, by their sncoessftil 
address, so many of them have been transformed from 
darkness to light, from tiie power of Satan to God, from 
tike worst of men to ihe best of Christians. And If the 
diligent dischaige of ail the pubUc and private duties of 
life; constant attendance on the established worship; If 
never omitting an opportunity of receiving the holy dom- 
munion ; if those mouths that were remarkable for oaths 
and Uasphemies are now. filled with the praises of God; if 
the sabbaths, long devoted to rioting and drunkenness, are 
BOW wholly employed in the service of tiieir Maker ; if, to 
my knowledge, card tables are on that day, by their ex- 
ample, banished, even from some gentlemen's houses ; if 
their light so shines befi)re men as to be manliest as that 
of the sun in the firmament-Hshall we hesitate to place 
them In the rank of the best of Christians? And what I 
have here asserted Is not from hearsay, but from my own 
personal knowledge. 

We of the deigy, sir, are undeservedly reproached be* 
cause our public sermons and private exlMurtations have not 
produced those happy effects on the weaker part of man- 
kind. We can fall under such censures only from those 
who are very little acquainted with human nature. Onr 
disGOBxsei are addressed to the rewKm of titepeofto; tful 



. USMQiaiX 09 019^09 OVflnBT. U 

I MiQve such fui hear us, md avQ tiiseqp^blie ofikBfutm^ 
aa argmnent, cannot pretend ignonnce of any 90» aKtkte 
of their duty. Bat tbe yeiy low and ignorant are only to 
be gained by so strong and violent an assanlt npon tiheir p«a* 
sions, that no small degree of enthusiasm is able to carry to 
effect. When this is snccessfally commnnicated, and weak 
minds are very susceptible of the impresaion, it ahrays ex.* 
alts its object to its utmost height,^ and requires him to oool 
its ardor. 

This accounts not only foar the little suooesB our i«feiaB«l 
laboia bAYe had, or are likely to haTe, on stm^ subjeolii tall 
also for the ecstatic pitch of deTotion so often ae»tiOBed t^ 
tibeir i^udiee, whan no other reproafdi can lie. If this Im 
a fi^dme^ indeed they are yecj guilty, particularly tibeir mvi 
oouTerted Papigu, and may be rezy justly called entfamiartfc 

But enthusiasm is a term so little undeivtood by the Tvk 
gar, that it passes with than for a very (^probzioiis imputa- 
tion. I think it nuiy be defined, an im^giaatkm heated aacl 
swelled so much above its natural femper, that thq bounds 
of reason are too narrow to e^Hifine it ; and it is g^oriooa. oe 
mfiunous according its. object. Zeal is its twin natat\ 
and so like, that it is not easy to distinguish between theia. 
Whal charaoter so detestable as the bigoted zealot I «ka 
more unhappy to himself, or dangerone to his neighbor who 
happens to differ from him, in a point seter so trivial, when 
religion i9 in the least concerned 1 But zeal according to 
knowledge can never rise too high, if '' it is good to be alwayo 
zealously affected in a good thing." 

Xord Shaftesbury, whose knowledge (tf human natnre, at 
least, is undisputed, is of opinion that nothing truly greats 
of any kind, was ever ea^eented without some degiee of eiK. 
thusiasm. 

Impostors have indeed often feigned most viekofe agita^ 
tion8> and succeeded ffo far as to oasnaLunicate ihem like a 
)Noie: and this for a»«tiber6»dUian4f^dwat their haaiw* 
]«to«h«]ifif, «fttihaanie»foifWB54^bBP0odwiihwohJBl- 
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laeatoas effnnioiiB of knowledge and gtace asenal>led tiiem 
to utter prophecies, Trhich these poor pec^le no wstypre* 
tend to, but depend wholly on the ordinary co-operation of 
the Spirit of God with their own, which, they are persuaded, 
Jesus Christ has promised them in his gospel, upon the 
condition of true faith and sincere rep^itance. Their terri- 
ble agitaHons arise only from conyiction of their sins ; and 
tii^ joyous emotions, which in sometime succeed them, 
from the apprehension of " the Spirit of God bearing witness 
with their spirits, that they are the sons of God :" if aU this be 
nonsense, it is no% their own. St. John seems tohaveacU 
dteinsed his First Epistle, chiefly to such Mtde children,- that 
tiiey mi^t (not only suppose or hope, but) know that Ihey' 
haye eternal life ; and I hope that Protestants do not deny 
the doctrine of assurance that we are in a state of saiyation, 
attainable in this life. 

' jb% lord, sir, refened me to you finr farther information 
and adyice, in relation to the great offense I had given to 
my l»etbren, by my letter to his lordship ; and I should 
haye waited on yon, but I hope my years may plead my 
excuse, while the weather and the roads are so bad. I left 
Ardbraccan [the palace of the bishops of Meath] too late, 
xode hours in the dark, in great danger from the mgged 
roads: and extreme cold. 

: I belieye, sir, it is expected I shonld yindicate or letraiefc 
what I haye written. In choosing the latter, I should ex- 
pose myself to the contempt, not only of eyery Protestant in 
my parish, male and female, but of all my neighbors round 
me, one gentleman only excepted whom his lordship men- 
tioned. They are all sensible I haye studied those people, 
and know them as well as themselyes. 

I may be philosopher enough to despise the obloquies of 
men, so long as my heart does not reproach me, but dare 
not boast myself so heroic a Christian as not to fear those 
who can kill the body. When I retomed from Ardbraccan 
I £9ond a letter from my wn in Dublin, acquainting m 
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Aem iru a npoit about town llwl I iTM io be tiiflpeiided 1^ 
a letter I had imtten to my bishop oonoeniag iSkeSwatkSen.* 
I am in BO great pain fbr my •roputation on that score, it 
can be so well supported ; but I may dread a blow which 
neither reason nor virtue can paity. 
. Alexander Ermrty a young man, my parishioner, remarka- 
ble for piety and virtue, passing some days ago through 
Ashboy^ a town fiill of Papists, one of them pointing at him, 
and crying out a Stoaddkr: he was assaulted by numbers, 
kBo<^ed down and beaten in a most cruel manner, some of 
fb.e bones of 1^ hand dislocated, if not broken, and it is to 
be feared, he wiU never recover the use of it This, sir, or 
worse may, nay, shall be my fate, if nothing but j<MBiiig cry 
against these poor innocents can prevent it 

You, sir, doubtless have received very difTerent accounts 
of these people as well as the bishop. Could you procure 
me a sight of one of their letters, (for no one of our brethren, 
I am persuaded, would either write or speak injoriously to 
the character of any, and desire it should be kept a secret,) 
or lay your commands on some one of them, to give a ra- 
tional and Christian answer to nune, it might recover me 
from my mistake. Make this as public as you please. I 
hope it will be taken for an apology for what I vrrote^to his 
lordship. It may be the only means to obviate the bad con- 
sequences with ^riuch I seon to be threatened. 

I am, Ac. 

Thus bave we seen the commencement and progress 
of this great work in some parts of Ireland, during the 
early years of its existence, and have eadubited ample 

* This k a nickname -which -was given to the early Methodists in 
tome parts of Ireland. It originated from a drunken fellow looking 
into a chapel when the preacher was xeading in Luke's narraiiTe of 
the birth of Christ the word* " wrapped him in Bviaddling ^!^***®*»" **• 
The fellow's ear canght the unnsual word, and he immediately cried 
o«t, «'I kaow whtt these peopU are ; they a» S*wA»er»- aw. sd. 
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iad diriiiteresM testmiaoy ia ite fiwiw; aqdivere H 
eoosktent irith m.y desigii, I wouM gladiy show y<m its 
nread and influence in other parts of the kingdom ; 
but what has been stated, pretty faurly shows its general 
character and history, and, perhaps, may serve to pre- 
pare you for those details which are connected with the 
ministry of that angular Irish evangelist — Gideon Ouse- 
ley. 

I am yours very truly. 



LETTER IV. 

Iiidi nWon— Ber. Oideon GiHetej— Bfartb-JBuly imlleatioDa of f«MtiMa»— EUuoaUon 
— 49erioai impreasioiu reapecting God and etoniitjr — Methoditt preaeben—Holy Scrip- 
taw i Y ouny*t Niglit TlwaglMif and Centaor not Fabulout— Deeplj conriooed of 
hb da wad iuxgw—DkibMulajg appaeheoabiM of etenaal mimj— 8ufan^ to.Ck>d— 
— ReeeivM the forgivenoM of nna— Exceedingly h&ppj— Rev. John Woodrow— Bi* 
gnwe the arebbbhop of Tuam — Anecdotes — Liberalitj toward Methodiam — Courteaf ' 
IP MeUiodiat mtaiiooMiBa— Mr. Omeley attaina a mora matoted woilr of giaoa— Pint 
laboxt aa a local proaeber ontong the Iriah— Scene at a fiuwraU-Anecdote of a Cioagi^ 
Patrick pilgrim— Infidel gentleman — Mr. Ooscley travela and labon extenairel; in 
the pioTiace of Cohnaught, nearly sewn years {trior to Ua appcrfntmentby Ooaferenee 
— Pncceda as fiir aa X<eioBter— Fruits acconnjanytog hb eaijy aiinbliy— iFJMftd Jy 
nature, edacatlOD, and grace, for the arduous office of an Irish nusaionury. 

My Dear Fbiend, — ^From the early times to which 
the above rec<»ds teier until the close of the eighteenth 
centnry, great prosperity attended the general publi- 
cation of the word of the Lord by the Methodist 
preachers ; and, as will appear, there were many in- 
sUlnces of the direct^ though occasional, minista>ation 
of the word among the native Irish in their own tongue, 
— ^as in the case of the sainted Thomas Walsh, and 
others, who were " lights in a dark place, holding forth 
the word of life." Until the year 1799, however, na 
ateted, comprehensive, and permanent system of agency 
had been brought Into the Irish, field. Then, iminedi- 



$My after llie insb rebellion, Uie hhmmmi to ike Mlift 
Irish was appointed hj the Metbodirt Conference* 
And, as the period chosen hj that body indicated great 
wisdom, so there was a gracious Frovidence observable 
in the case of those leading instruments which had 
been prepared, and were then supplied, by the great 
Head of the church* for the Irish woric. 

Among those commisdoned at that time to puUisb 
'the gospel of peaee throng our distracted country, the 
greatest and most distinguished was Mr. Gideon Ovmr 
ley, then, iof Ihe first time, appearing on the Minvtaf 
of Conference, in the ^t of Methodist preaehen; 
though not until then without exercising his talents fer 
the glory of God, and the salvaticm of his perisliing 
countrymen. 

Mr. Gideon Ouseley was descended from an ancient 
femily of great respectability. He was the eldest mm 
of J<^m Ouseley, Esq., of Dunmoire, in the county oS 
Galway, and was bom in that town, in the year 176SL 
Details connected with the early years of Mr. Ouseley, 
some future biographer may possibly supfdy; aiid 
there is no doubt that incidents of great interest mif^ 
be titeed in the juvenite saUies ef that remarkable 
man. I shall not call conjecture to my aid, where 
fects cannot be furnished; but fircnn such things as 
came to my knowledge with r^ard to his early charac- 
ter, sure I am that in him were x)erceptiUe the work- 
ings of an ardent and uncommon mind. He would 
even then take the lead in the gambds on the lawn or 
on the green ; and, if anything daring or enterprising 
were to be attempted, young Ouseley wtmld be 

<« The int in dangvr, w ttM fl»t in fame." 

Iheve waa nothing common^ace in hk noital eoniti- 
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tutioii : bold, genevoas, intrepid from first to last, with 
a floni breathing the love of liberty, free as the air in- 
haled from his native mountains^ he would be seen, 
eren then, rushing forward to defend the weak, to 
crush the oppressor, and to Tindicate the rights c^ his 
youthful contemporaries. 

It does not appear that Mr. Ousdey, being the elder 
son, was intended by bis father for a ptofession. I£s 
brother, ten years younger, was destined for Ibe army ; 
when young, obtained a commission ; Was afterward 
distingni&ed as Major General Sir Balph Ouseley, 
juid, as a military man, ran a brilliant and ilhistrioiui 
Ciureer. ^ 

Mr. Ouseley, however, received both a classical and 
mathematical education. He never, even when youngs 
did anything by halves ; and was then, as may be imp- 
posed, a hard-working scholar. He learned to love 
^ the sweet-voiced romances of Virgil, the cold and ex- 
quisite lyrics of Horace, and the living deeds and men 
of H(nner ;" he carried much of them in his memory 
throughout his life, and had them often happily at com- 
mand, to illustrate lus argtmients in private conversa- 
tion and debate, as weH as in the important topics of 
his public ministry. * 

From the earliest period of life, Mr. Ouseley was 
deeply affected witib thoughts relative to God and 
eternity ; indeed, he never recollected the time when 
ikey did not, at least occasionally, produce serious feel- 
ing in his heart; but he r^arded God rather as a 
Item judge than as the Father of mercies, and looked 
forward into the future w(»rld with emotions (^ horror. 
While these views imbittered his earthly comforts, no 
^T of gospel hope or light was shed on his path; no 
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drapof jConBQl«ti(m jretdifllalkdiiitolMS^ Hed4- 
riyed no pleasure from sources of worldly enjoyment 
He was too thoughtful in the midst of gayety to fancy 
that such fading trifles as surrounded him were real ; 
and too honest, at aH times, to conceal his convictions ; 
bat, haying no one to direct his inquiries to Him who 
had graciously said, ** Come unto me, all ye that labor 
and are heayy laden,'' he was brought to the ntmoat 
degree of perpjiexity, and his raasonioga wett-^iigh fCh 
suited in skepticism and despair. He would often eiy 
out, in the disappointment of his soul, *( Lord^ help me J 
What shall I do? Who will teaeh me? Priest and 
minister no better than. myself— as great fools as* I am 
— ^we are all a pack of fcxAs together T The kmgmige 
of Beattie'^ Hermit might then have been adopted fay 
him: — 

** O. pity, gnat Father of light,** then I cried, 
" Tiij. creaturo who fain wooM not wander from tbee ! 

Lo, humbled in dust, I relinquish my pride ; 
F!rom doubt and from darkness thou only canst free.** 

In the year 1 789, the foet of the Methodist preacbecf 
were providentially directed Jto Dumnore. He first 
heard the gospel fnxn those godly and simple-hearted 
men, and by their occasional ministrations, as well as 
by the reading of the sacred Sci^tures, he became, 
more deeply impi'essed with divine and eternal thingiu 
Dr. Young's li^ight Thoughts also, (especially The 
Infidel Beclaimed,) and his Centaur not Fabulous, 
were works which he liked to read, and were pecu- 
liarly suited to his taste. The sentiments of the latteri 
as to the folly and guilt of sensual pleasure, accorded 
with the then views of his own mind ; and the formw 
tended to increase those serious iefdimg^ ^^^ ^ 



]iad entettaned ob die subject of las own inunor- 
tality* 

** Immortal ! ages passM, yet nothing gone ! 
Bioni without eve ! a lace without a goal ! 

Unshorten'd by progressicminfiDito ! 
Futurity for ever future !" 

It was not wttil 1791, however, ihat hift oonvietions 
miiimfri a decidedly eTftngeHeal character. One eT«n- 
sng, about this time, be attended preaching, when, after 
leiinon, the preadier inyited any serioualy disposed 
pezsons to remain for the meeting of the society. Mr. 
Ooseley was an anxioos inquirer after the right way, 
and he was, therefore, desirous to remain ; but feared 
lert there might possibly be some secret plan with 
which his mind could not concor. **1 11 wait," said he, 
'< until I see what they are about; but, if I find any 
juggling — any Freemasons' tricks—among them, 1 11 
haye nothing to do with them.'' Thus did Mr. Ouse- 
ley first witness and join in class meeting. It was the 
Tery thing for his then state of mind ; b^ame pecn- 
llariy helpful to him; and was regarded by him, 
throughout his after life, as a most important means of 
grace. Frequently would he say, when inviting seek- 
ers of salvation to class meeting, — ^ You would like to 
appear blameless before the great Judge, when he 
shall come in the clouds: tins is a Uttle judgment-day, 
dear, once a week, to seek a preparation for the final 
judgment miheUut great day." 

His inquiries now became more earnest, his convic- 
tions of personal guilt and danger greatiy increased, 
and, eariy in May, his burden became intolerable. 
The cause of his misery was now also more perfectly 
^derttood liy him, and his mind became more iaune- 



4iitoljrdii«Gtad to tibe good wldeb^ m an mdone aad 
guilly sinner, he reqairod. Before, lie ttn^ggled 
agnuuitlik oim oorraptMMis, under Tagne and indistinct 
nations of the mode c£ deHvarance, and of that priv^ 
lege of the> Christiaa believe:* — the assurance of the 
drvine favor: now his vieire are determinate; he be- 
•lieves that *^ God was in Christ, reoondltng the woiid 
unto himself,'' but knows that, withoat a persMtal in* 
t^rest in Christ, he is undone. The absoiee of this 
was paii^nlly felt, and he earnestly sought after it 
The language of his heart was, " The arrows of the « 
Almighty are within me, the poison whereof dxinhedi 
up ray spirit" He cried out, ^* O that I knew where 
I might find him I thati nu^t come even to his seat ! 
I would order my cause before him, and fiH my month 
with arguments. Behdd, I go forward, but he is not 
there ; and backward, but I cannot perceive him : on 
the left hand where he dotii work, but I cannot b^old 
* him : he hideth himself on the right hand, that I cannot 
see him*'' He longed with Ychement desire to taste 
that the hord was gradous : he had reason to beheve that 
others had attained this enjoyment, but, as is commoi^ 
he thought there was something peculiar in his case ; 
he wanted comfort, and he wanted power — ^pardon, and 
a new heart He would cry, '^ O God, my wicked 
nature I Fain would I be made a new creature ; but, 
ah I lean no more do this for myself, than I can touch 
the stars, or create a world." His views of a ne veivend- 
ing state of existence were as awful as they were true : — 
" I shall be ruined most certainly I'' he exclaimed, with 
the utmost dismay. " I got suclT a sight **— he would 
say, in adverting to hia feelings at that period " I got 
iuch a right of hell, and of gping.into it, never, neyexv 
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fta be releMed tbrough all eternity, tbat I cried foni 
my heart, <0 Loid, I will submit!'" His deeply 
anxious nnnd refused to be comforted, until he obtained 
redemption in the blood of Jesus, the ibvgireness of 
his nns. He soon receired a dear and well-attested 
evidence of the divine . favor, through the atoning 
blood, and was made indescribably happy. This Uiss- 
fbl change took place wlnle he was engaged in prayer 
on the morning of the Lord's day ; and often did I 
hear him gratefully refer to ^^(AcU Sunday morning*' 
yrhen the language of his disburdened, liberated spirit, 
was,-— 

" Where shall my wondering soul begin? 

How shall I ali to heaven aspire ! 
A.tiaTe redeemed from death and sin, 

A brand pluck'd from eternal fire ; 
How shall I equal triumphs raise, 
Or sing my great DeUv*rer*s praife I" 

The change that passed on Mr. Ouseley "that 
Sunday morning," was as glorious as his previous con- 
victions and penitence had been marked and distress- 
ing. He always remembered " the days of the right- 
hand of the Most High ;" never, till his latest breath, 
lost the precious treasure ; and thousands of times ad- 
verted to it in tones of holy triumph and joy, while 
tears of gratitude to his great Deliverer streamed down 
his sainted countenance. The descriptions of his own 
experience, and of the wajrs and goodness of God 
toward him, were often made signally beneficial to my 
own soul, during those years in which I was privileged 
to be his " companion in tribulation, and in the king- 
dom and patience of Jesus Christ," and the remeln- 
brance of them is now as fresh and refreshing to my 
heart as ** rain on the mown grass." 



Soon did ti» inteHigenee of Mr. Gideon Chneleyii 
eonTersiaii spread tfaroagh town and country. And, 
indeed, the delightful change was too great and too 
good a thing to be kept long concealed in his owa 
bosom. The flame of love that burned in his happy 
heart, broke out in acts of zeal and devotion ; and 
others were invited to partake of the gospel blesKngi 
which he himself enjoyed. He would then, among hJB 
neighlxHfi and friends—as he often did afterward in fa% 
public ministrations, when holding out the inntatioQt 
ci mercy to perisUng nnners-^rep^at, with cries iaA 
tears, another portion of his favorite bynm :•*- 

" Come, O my guilty brethren, come. 

Groaning beneath your load of sin ; 
His bleeding heart shall make ]ron xoom ! 

His open side shall take you in : 
He calls you now, invites you home : 

Come, (X my guilty brethren, come ! 

** For you the piuple current flowed 

In pardons from his wounded side ; 
Languished for you the Son of God ; 

For you the Prince of glory died : 
Believe, and all your sin* s forgiven ; 

Only believe, and yours is heaven !" 

I often heard Mr. Ouseley make grateful mention of 
the Rev. John Woodrow, as a person to whom, in the 
early stage of his Christian experience, he was much 
indebted. The public ministry, as well as the private 
counsel, of that excellent man, proved pecidiarly ad- 
vantageous to him at that period, not only in ^misb- 
ing his ndnd with information on religious subjects, but 
in guiding his ;^eal, which, in his first love, was too 
heated and impetuous. 

Some things relative to Mr. Woodrow were conir. 
mnnicated to me by persons who were acquainted wiih 
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lum in {hose times, which, with their resalts, es^ieeiaUy 
as they are known to few, may not be deemed otit of 
place in this record. One of the phices on his then 
i^ircnit was Baliinasioe. The parish church was un- 
deigoing some repairs, and the church service was held 
in ihe Methodist chapel. The late (and last) arch- 
bishop of Tuam, the Hon. and Rev. Dr. Trench, 
was at the time rector, and he and the Methodist 
preacher held forth alternately the word of life in the 
joame place. The preacher would hear the rector at 
noon, and he in turn would sometimes hear the Me- 
thodist ];H*eacher in the evening. The Hon. and Rev. 
gentleman once heard Mr. Woodrow preach on the 
new birth, and was afterward heard to say, '^ If all the 
Methodist preachers can preach like that good man, 
it is not surprising that the whole world follow tiiem." 
He also heard the Rev. William Smith, and expressed 
his high satis&ction. Persons of intelligence and 
piety, on whose testimony I can rely, have informed 
me that the first views of spiritual religion which this 
distinguished prelate received, were under the ministry 
of the old Methodist preachers; and I am happy, from 
4ny own knowledge, to be able distinctly to state, 
that, to hb honor, he ceased not to entertain feelings of 
respect for the successors of these pious men, nor 
failed to acknowledge them as useful nJnisters of 
the gospel. When i)r. Trench was bishop of Elphio, 
he held a visitation in Castierea. A novel s^en;^ took 
place in the church, which afforded occasion of chagria 
to some, gratification to, others, and surprise to all ; but 
it was characteristic of the Christian liberality of that 
noble-minded man* 
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'* Mr. Blnnden," he said, addreflsmg die clergyDUUiy 
^ have you any Methodists in your paneh ?" 

« Yes, my lord," replied Mr. B. ; " but HipweU, Ay 
clerk, knows more about them than I do/* 

Then turning to the cleric, ** Are you a Methodist?'' 
he inquired, 

" Yes, my lord," answered Mr. H., " I am." 

"Have you a large society?" he added. 

HiptoeU. Not very large, my lord. 

Dr. TVench. Who is your leader? 

HipweU, I am sio myself, my lord. 

Dr. Trench. Very good. Do your preachen come 
once in the jfortnight ? 

HipweU. They do, my lord. 

His lordship then asked what preachers were on the 
circtdt, with other questions, which showed a familiar 
acquaintance with the economy of Metibodion, and 
with an interest which showed how cordially he ap- 
proved of it 

At a subsequent period, when Dr. Trench waa 
archbishop of Tuam^ the Wesleyan missionaries in 
that part of the country had opportunities of witness- 
ing hist liberality. By his recommendation they had 
Hccess to (3<»ue of the leading families in the county, 
and thereby their field of usefulness was considerably 
enlarged ; while his grace thus acknowledged them as 
ministers of the gospel, and afforded gi*atifying indica- 
tion that he possessed a soul far above that spirit of 
exclusiveness and narrow-mindedness which is so com^ 
mon in the Christian world. Well had it been for ^® 
Established Church, for the Methodist society, and for 
other bodies of Protestant Christianft— a»d ^®^ ^*^ ** 
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been for the interesiB of our common Clirifllaanitj— if 
sucli a spirit had been cultiyated throughout every 
oMer of the clergy in the land. Such instances of 
liberality are as refreshing as they are rare. The 
early attachment of that great man to the Methodist 
ministry was never forgotten; and of the kindness 
subsequently shown to some of us, we cannot cease to 
cherish a grateful remembrance. 

On every subject Mr. Ouseley took strong and de- 
cided views ; and, on that great and important subject 
of personal religion, this characteristic of his angular 
mind was pre-eminently distin^shed. When he had 
become saved by grace from the guilt and power of 
sin, he resolved to be a Christian in earnest. He was 
instructed by the ministry of the Methodist preachers 
to go on to higher attainments in the life divine ; to 
"press toward the mark for the prize of the high call* 
ing of God in Christ Jesus f and he longed to love the 
Lord his God with all his heart, and with all his soul, 
and with all his mind. He knew that this was " the 
first and great commandment " — ^^* to love Grod," as he 
used sometimes to e:^press it, " affectionately, pasdon- 
ately, rationally, and with dl his power.** The pro- 
mise, he saw, was equal to the command'; tbe pio* 
viaons of mercy commensurate with both : and then 
the divine, the Almighty agency, employed to work it 
in believers — ^who takes of the things of God, and 
shows them un^o us. He therefore concluded that the 
privilege of a matured Christian was distinct and clear. 
" O God," he would say, " cleanse me from all filthiness 
of flesh and spirit, that I may perfectly love thee and 
Worthily magnify thy holy name !" 

No man was more unshackled in his religious views 
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by the dpgnuui of a p«rty than Mr. Ouseley. He 

would, to use his own words, " learn from a child or 
an archbishop f but the teaching, if he would recenre 
it, must be in accordance with the canon of revealed 
truth. He would, indeed, gladly receive direction 
from the messengers of the gospel, in guiding his err- 
ing footsteps into the way of peace, or directing him 
to higher and purer joys ; but hiunan authority, either 
as to bodies or individuals, carried no weight in his 
mind, unless he found their doctrines in thb Book. 
£Bs theology, whether doctrinal, practical, or experi- 
mental, was taken from the inspired volume. 

In the views which he formed of the great pri^ege 
above referred to, he simply thought that, if God had 
revealed it, there was no room for doubting the possl- 
biliiy of its attainment — ^it must be infallibly sure ; as 
he sometimes said, *< It is imposoble for God to tell a 
lie, or to work a self-contradiction f* he therefore, as in 
idle case <^ justification by fidth, ardently and humbly 
invoked his gracious Lord for this higher blessing in 
Hke manner. He believed that ^* He ** who ^' is faith- 
ful and just to forgive us'our sins," is also faithful and 
just '^*to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.'' Si 
John declares, *< Herein is our love made perfect, . . . 
because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no 
fear in love ; but perfect love oasteth out fear." St. 
Paul prays for the Ephesians : ^ That Christ may dwell 
in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and 
grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all 
saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and 
height ; and to know the love of Christ, which passeth 
knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fuDness 
of God-?* All these scriptures, and numerous other 
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'< exceeding greal and precious promues/' wldch arct 
given us that " we xnight be partakers of th^ diyine 
nature/' he thought portrayed the spiritual privileges 
of believers. He " cried mightily to God," to use his 
own language ; and afler a short, but severe struggle, 
he proved that ** the blood of Jesus Christ his Son 
cleanseth from all sin." Then could he join in the 
doxology of the apostle, " Now unto him that is able 
to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or 
think, aocordmg to the power that worketh in us, unto 
him be glory in the church by Christ 'Jesus, through^ 
out all ages, world without end." Eph. iii^ 20. H» 
now " rejcdced with joy unspeakable and full of glory." 
Whether or not Mr. Ouseley sung the very expressive 
hymn, beginning, ^^ How happy are they, who their 
Saviour obey," I cannot tell ; but it was at that time, 
and for many years afterward, a favorite hymn in 
Ireland. 

Mr. Ouseley was now supremely happy, or, to use 
his own words, ** as happy as the day is long." He 
found " the pearl of great price," and, always reasoning 
on the side of iaith, and the efficacy of sovereign grace, 
neither the cavils of men nor the ten^tations of the 
wicked one were ever able to deprive him of the ines- 
timable treasure imtil his latest breath. 

It must be regarded as a matter of great importance 
in any memorial of Mr. Ouseley, that his persond tell* 
gion was not only genuine, but that it was <^ a very. 
high order: he was not only eminently zealous, but 
eminently holy ; and the great secret of his zeal was . 
the love of God and man that burned in his heart 
Whatever natural powers he possessed — ^however they 
were cultivated by various and extensive kiiowle«|ge— - 
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-r-^hatever power of reasoning in atwailing their ertcafif 
car pisrsiiaBion ivl engi^^ iheir affections on the ode 
of truth, — that which gave the chief grace and efficacy 
to his ministry, connected with the blessing of God 
npon it, was the love of Christ by which he was him- 
self constrained, and the deathless charity that "bear- 
eth all things; believeth all things, hopeth all thingm 
enddreth all things," and that " never faileth." 

It was thus that this distinguished soldier of Jesofl 
Christ was schooled in a preparatory course of painful 
decipline and gracious iustruc^n \ by deep and heart- 
rendii^ peqitence, and thorough renunciation of sel^ 
on the one hand, and, on the other, a rich bestowment 
of divine grace; that ^^by pureness, by knowledge, by 
long^uffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love 
imfeigned, by the word of truth, by the power of God, 
by the armor of righteousness on the right hand and 
on theieft," he might be fitted for those hallowed en- 
terprises and gl<yious achievements for which he was 
destined by the great Captain of our salvation. 

When li&. Ouseley had been made a partaker of 
Uie rich and abounding mercy of God, he felt more 
iQ^Nisely still for the utter destitution of the myriads 
of his fellow-men in the surrounding country, who 
were like sheep having no shepherd. He would cast 
an eye of wonder and pity around him, and yearn over 
mined and helpless thousands. A fevorite text of his 
was, '^ This is a faithfol saying, and worthy c^ all ac- 
ceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners; of whom I am chief.** If thy mercy 
atooped to me, the chief of sinners, thou canst save all 
Uie worid. Such were to feelings and sentiments 
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.when he faiiDself had ^9and the grace of life. The 
fc^wing yenea were peculiarly laited to his itate of 
mind at this period :-> 

" Shepherd of soiUs, with pitying eye 
The thoiuands of our Israel see : 
To thee in their behalf we cry, 
Ourselves but newly found in thee. 

" See where o*er desert wastes they err. 
And neither food nor feeder have, 
Vot fold, nor place of refuge, near ; 
For no man cares their aonte to save. 

*' Thy people, Lord, are sold for naoght ; 
Nor know they their Redeemer nigh ; 
They perish, whom thyself hast bought ; 
Their souls for lack of knowledge die.**^ 

The inward call of the Spirit was not less urgent 
than the demands made on his sympathies by the in- 
numerable objects which crowded before his aching, 
vision, in the moral gloom and dreariness of 

" Wilds immeasuiBbly spread." 

The holy impulse within, and the divine command, 
laid, ^' Go — ^go into all the world, and preach the gos- 
pel to every creature ;" and the voice of misery from, 
without sounded in his ears, " Come over and help us.'' 
7et so did he feel his own weakness and unfiteesa for 
«uch a work, that he would fain have pleaded hb total 
inability ; he would say, *^ Lord, I am a poor ignoraa* 
creature; how can I go? Ah, Lord God! behold, I 
cannot speak ; for I am a child.'' Then it would rush 
into his mind, *'• Do you not know the disease ?" ^< O 
yes, Lord, I do I" " And do you not know the cure ?" 
M O y^, glory.be to thy name I I do." " Then go and 
tli^ of the di?^ 9xd the cure." << 3o tbeii> 
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witk^ftif tibMe two ^bmg^'* h« woM. M7, " ihe know- 
kidge of tlie disease and tlie knowledge of the cure, I 
went forth. All glory to my divine Master V 

It was now that Mr. Ouaeky extended his labors 
beyond his own immediate neighborhood; and in the 
year 179 2,. and sabsequenilyy he vinted other parts ci 
his native county, and the coonties adjoining, and fre- 
qnently, if not regularly, preached from town to town, 
and fn»n village to viUage, the two thingp — ^^ the dis- 
ease and the remedy." 

Mr. Ouseley from this time no more doubted die 
validity of hb caU to preach the gospel, than he doubted 
his own existence : and dark and besotted must that 
spirit be — an object not of envy, but of pity — ^who, by 
a narrow, sectarian exclusiveness, would deny to this 
good man the right of a call to preach ihe gospeL K 
the test set up by our divine Master be in this case 
the standard of appeal — ^^ Wherefore by their fruits y^ 
shaU know them" — ^then shall we be at no loss how to 
decide on the merits of this question. And, if this 
diail be the rule by which the Judge of quick and dead 
shall deeide, when the final destinies of mankind shall 
hang on the issue. We shall witness Ihen, that ^'ihe 
ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in 
the congregation of the righteous ;" and, tiiat ^ they 
that be wise shall i^ne as the brightness of the finna- 
ment, and they tiiat turn n»any to righteousness as the 
stars fin* ever and ever." Had Mr. Ouseley never 
been reec^nized as a minister of religion, in any 
Christian body, still his claim to a divine call would 
have been valid ; he would have gone about doing good, 
and many would be stars in his crown of rejoicing in 
the day of the Lord Jesus. 
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Thtf I^an adopted by Mr. Oiiadey in gotng abtmi die 
countiy was altogether out of tbe ordinary way. Hia 
first sermon was preached in a church-yard, at a fiuiA*> 
ral ; a pUce and occasion which he frequent^ afteiv 
ward selected, as affording a farorable opportuniiy for 
addressing the assembled mtdtitudes on the subjects of. 
death, eternity, and salvation ; and urging them to r^ 
pent and accept the mercy offered in the goapoL Ab 
may be 8ui^)osed, his addresses were dcsuitory ; bat 
they were most pointed and appropriate, both as to tfaa^ 
circuntttances under which they were deHTeced, and 
the dqMcities of the people. He not only preached 
and exhorted in the streets and church-yards, fairs and 
markets, but was accustomed to attend the wake-hoDses^ 
or phices where the corpse lay : here he would mingle. 
with the crowds who were collected for the purpose of 
'* hearing mass,'' and while the priest read the prayers 
in Latin, not one word of which 4he people could un- 
derstand, he would translate every part that was good 
into Irish, and then address the whole assembly, in tho 
presence of the priest, on their eternal interests ; 
preach to them Jesus, and salvation in his name. 

One instance of this kind will answer to illustrate 
his manner of proceeding. Mr. Ouseley one day rode 
up to a house where the priest was celebrating mass ; 
the large assembly were on their knees; Mr. Ouseley. 
knelt with them, and, rendering into Irish every word 
that would bear a Scriptural construction, he audibly 
repeated it, adding, "Listen to thatP' They were 
deeply affected ; the priest was thunderstruck ; and all 
were ready to receive whatever he might say. Service 
being ended, Mr. Ouseley and the congregation rose 
to their feet ; he then delivered an ezhortatioB on the 
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need of baariiig their peace made irhh God-^of bemg 
reconciled to liim*— snlMiu%ting to the doctrine of recoa- 
ciliatioii by real penitence, and by &itk in the Lord 
Jesus Christ When he had concluded, they cried ovt 
• to the priest, " Father, who is that ?" " I don't know," 
replied the priest, "he is not a man at all, he is an 
angel ^ no man could do what he haa done." Mr. 
Oo9eley mounted his hoise and rode away, followed by 
the bleflsingB of the multitude.* This instance wilL 
sIm)w, (hat however desultory ihe manner, there waa 
regular method in all his proceedings, exactly agreeing 
wkh the estate of society as he found it j and better. 
MJhipted to the circumstances and prejudices ci the 
peo^ than any set form of ministration could possibly 
have been ; and^ as frequently appeared^ great blesaing 
aecompanted the word^ thus brought home to the wants 
and hearts of multitudes. 

Tins species of missionary labor did Mr. Ouaaley 
oeaselesdy and indefatigably pursue, throughout tliA 
province of Gonnaught, and occaidonally as fiir as 

' * Tlie biographer of Mr. Thomas Walsh preserves the following; 
account) which, as it bears some reseinblaaoe to the above, and as I 
have not seen it in those notices given by 0r. Mason or others, I 
-would here insert by way of note : — 

The Hev. Nicholas Brown, a rector in the diocese of Clogher, ap- 
plied himself with great zeal and industry to the convereion of the 
InsK, in the year 1703^ Understanding the language thoroughly, he 
ajppointed public meetings, and contrived to be with them just when 
mass was ended, and before the congregation was dispersed. He 
tiien read prayers, and preached to them in Iridi In the open air. 
Upon one of titese occasions, the priest, being much troobled at see- 
ing his congregation attending with so much pleasure and devotion, 
told them, with a loud voice, " that our church had stolen those 
prayers from the Church of Rome.^ To which a grave old natlTO 
answered, " that truly, if it waa to, they had stolen the best, a» 
thieve generally do." 
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Leimrter, finr nearly soTen yean piior iolaB«ppcaa^ 
meiit by the Methodist Conference to the regular 
work dfan Irish missionary. It iras his custom on the 
week-days to make excursions, as has been already 
observed, to different parte of the neighborhood, to « 
Minerals, places of public resort, fhirs, and markets; 
and on those occasions preach Jesus to assembled mul- 
titudes. He would then, on the Saturday, ride off to 
towns and -villages twenty or more miles distant, and 
with all hmmKty of mind preach and exhort several 
times on the day of the Lord; return again in the 
beginning of the week, and, as far as possible, resume 
his labor of lore among his ignorant neighbcws. In 
those early tinies of his pious and faithful exertions, 
he could say, **I have not shunned to declare unto you 
all the counsd of God. I ceased not to warn every 
one, night and day, with tears." And in this way did 
the devoted servant of our Lord Jesus Christ, regard- 
less of health, ease, worldly motives, or even life; pur* 
sae his toilsome course, for the glory of his great 
Master, and the wellbeing of his countrymen. 

Mr. Ouseley's public and out-door ministry was not 
the only method by which he endeavored to do good. 
He taught, indeed, ^^ publicly, and from house to 
house;" but his colloquial mode of inculcatiBg the 
lessons of sacred instruction on those who were igno- 
rant and out of the way, was then, as it continued 
through after years, as remarkable as it was success- 
ful Two or three specimens will serve to illustrate 
his general method in this respect In one of his ex- 
cursions, about the time we speak of, he met a man 
wha had taken a severe pilgrimage of forty Irish miles, 
imposed on him by his priest, as penance. Mr. Ouseley 
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jusoorted lyiB in Iiiah : '<Wli«reluire yoabeen?* <*At 
the Beek,*' was the reply. 

Mr, Omdey. What were you doing ^ve, poor man ? 

Pilgrim, LoQking for God. 

Mr, Ousdey, Where is God ? 

PUgrim, JSv^ywhere. 

Mr, Ou$eley, Where would yon go to look for the 
daylight when the sun rose this morning ? Would yo« 
go forty miles to lodk for the daylight, when it was 
shining into your own cabin door ? 

Pilgrim, O, the Lord help us I I would not, sir. 

Mr. Ouseley, Xhen would you go on your feet forty 
tog miles to look for God, when you could get him at 
your own door? 

Pilgrim, O then, may the Lord pify us, gentiemaal 
It 's true for you I It 's true for you I 

Another case, though of a very difierent descriptLOO^ 
was the following : — ^A gendemui, a stranger, rode u^ 
with him one day. After the e<Mnmon salutaticms had 
been interchanged, Mr. Onseley immediately spoke t» 
him about the great salvation that Christ the Lord 
came down from heaven to ^ve to his creatures^ 
equally the privilege of the rich and the poor. The 
gentlemui expressed some doubts as to the truth of 
Christianity. 

Mr, Ouseleg, Don't you think, sir, that Jesus Christ 
was at least a good man t 

Gentleman. Ye-ers, I do. 

Mr, Ousdey, Do you not think that he was a good 
teacher f 

Gendeman, Indeed I must acknowledge I think he 
certainly was. 

Mr, Ousdey, Another step, sir. Is it not your opi- 
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nion that he was really the best teacher iii'at eter the 
world saw ? 

Cfendeman. [With some hesitation.] Well, in can- 
dor, I most admit it as my ojnnion ihat he was ; but 
then — 

Mr, Ouseley. Bat then ! What then, sir ? Can yon 
blame me for learning from the best teacher that ever 
tiie woild saw ? 

The gentleman seemed more surprised and pleased 
than confounded ; and it is hojped the conversation re- 
sulted in conyincing a skeptical mind of at least the 
tmth of Christianity. 

At one time, while Mr. Ooseley was at home, h^ 
was engaged, as was occasionally the case, in some 
mathematical pursuit, when a Boman Catholic gentle- 
man called on him, and made some remark on the 
sublimity of the science, as well as the accuracy and 
beauty of the instrument which he was using. He 
soon turned the observation to account in reference to 
the subject which with him was always uppermost 
** Yes," he replied ; " there is EucKd," pointing to the 
book : " take him up. If you abide by him, he wfH 
bear you out ; but if in any one instance you depart 
from the principles laid down by him, you forftnt aH 
claim to his support : you will inevitably go astray.* 
"That is very true," rejoined his neighbor. "Very 
well, sir," continued Mr. Ouseley : " take up the New 
Testament; read it ; and if you abide in the truth re- 
vealed in it, you will be infallibly right: Christ the 
Lord, the great Author of that book, will stand by you. 
If, however, you forsake it, you deny Christ ; and, if 
you were priest, or bishop, or pope, Christ will disown 
you." « O, sir, it is all right," replied the gentleman. 
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Tbese brieC phfa^ remaxioi) weie generally bat the 

beginning of a series, in which the truths of tlie goapei 
were explained and enforced with considend^ effect 
In0tanc66 such as the above were countless ; but tiiey 
afford specimens of his every-day proceedings and 
maiuier, even in the eariier part of his pious efibrts to 
do good. Those acquainted with him in after life will 
remember, no doiibt, many such sayings as tiiose now 
giyen, where the readiness with which he met every 
case, and improved every eircomstance, however trivial, 
and the familiar comparisons by which he illustrated 
and applied the truth, were made s^naBy b^eficial to 
persons of all classes^ high and low, learned and ig- 
norant, whom he addressed. And those who traveled 
witU him, and were privileged with frequent of^mrtur 
nities of hearing him, have been surprised at the 
fiicility with which, in this conversational way, he 
brought home the most important things to the minda 
of every description of persons ; and the endless re* 
sources he possessed, for all occasions, were such as for- 
cibly to r^aaind them of the word of bur Lord and 
l^viour : " Therefore every scribe which is instructed 
uj^to the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is 
a householder, which bringeth out of his treasure things 
new and old." 

Many proo& were exhibited of the gracious fruits 
which were vouchsafed by the great Head of the church 
to those pious labors of JVfr. Ouseley. I shall relate 
one instance, in connection with the scene in the wake- 
house, (see Appendix C) above referred to, which 
will give evidence of the result in several others. 
Some conaderable time f^r he had exhorted the 
priest and congregation, he was riding, «md came up 
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mik * conitiryman, WlMxn he addressed lui Hr 
lows: — 

Mr. Ouieley. My dear man, would you not lake H 
be reconciled to God, have hk peace in your hearty 
and stand clear before the great Judge, irhen he wiH 
come in the clouds of heaven to judge the world ? 

Peasant. O^ ^ory be to his holy and blessed Bame4 
sir; I have his peace in my heart; and the Loud be 
praised that I ever saw your face V* 

Mr. Ouseley. You have 1 what do you know abe«t 
this peace ? When did you see me ? 

PeoMfU. Don't you remember the day, sir, thai yo« 
were at the berrin, (burial,) when ibe priest was say» 
ingmass? 

Mr. Onseley. I do very well ; what about that day ? 

Peasant. O, gentleman, you told us then how to get 
that peace ; and I went, blessed be his holy natney t<l 
Jesus Christ, my Saviour, and got it in my heart; and 
have it here ever since. 

These instances exhibit the early character and use* 
fiilness of Mr. Ouseley, while they give indkafcioDs of 
one whom €rod himself had prepared by natuse and 
grace for his work. 

Had not Mr. Ouseley been recdved into the M&* 
thodist connection as a preacher, he would, in all liko^ 
lihood, have taken orders in the Established Church. 
But his zeal, like that of the founder of Methodism, 
would have been too ardent and determined to be tied 
down by the restrictions of the rubric. Though he 
might not have said, '^The world is my parish," he 
would have said, (and would have acted, too, in con* 
formity with his own saying,) '^Ireland is my parish." 
No boonds but ihose prescribed by Providence could 
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haye Hmiied his fervor of fbeling and determinBtioii of 
pU]:po8e. He was carried forward by a vehemence of 
desire for the salvation of men which nothing could 
aUay, united with a firmness and invincibleness of le- 
8dve that could not be impeded until hi^ object was 
attained. That which, to minds of c(nnmon mcdd, ap- 
peared to be wild and visionary, was in ham the result 
of well-<ligested design. Enthusiasm he had; but it 
was the enthusiasm of in^[>iration that filled and en* 
larged his soul beyond the common bounds. It was 
not of that nature, however, which seeks the end with* 
ont the means ; but that which aims at mighty olijects 
that never fail of their accomplishments His mode of 
proceeding, then, which to others appeared so irre- 
gular, was inconceivably better adapted to the ele- 
ments on which he had to bring the truth of God to 
bear than the plans of the philosopher, or the measures 
of the statesman ; and evidently effected a great amount 
of moral good where a regular mode of teaching, and 
the most exact system of ecclesias^cal order, wodhl 
have failed. The language of the great apostle of the 
Genlales,— ^" Whether we be beside ourselves, it is to 
God; or whether we be sober, it is fbr your cause. 
For the love of Christ constraineth us,**— might have 
been adopted by Mr. Ouseley ; and perhaps this scrip- 
ture has not, in modem tames, be^i more legitimately 
applied than in his case. He was ** instant in season, 
out of season ;" and the results of those early labors, 
which were " not in vain in the Lord,'* demonsta-ated 
that the impulses by which he had been directed were 
divine. 

The wisdom and goodness of God may be perceived 
in tiius raising up, in the darkest part of Ireland, such 

6 
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im instrument for his own gracious purpose to enlighten • 
the myriads around him who ^^ sat in the region of the 
.diadow c^death,** in the lowest state of moral and spi- 
.ntual destitution ; and fitting him by such extraordi- 
. nary gifts for ^he work for which he had designed him, 
.and to which he sent him forth; a work which had 
"been, alas ! long neglected and forgotten by the Chris- 
tian world — the preaching to the people of Ireland, in 
. their own tongue, '^ the unsearchable riches of Chrisf 
: That a great impulse had been given by indirect means 

• to many portions of that class of people to whom Mr. 

• Ouseley's ministry was from the first directed, is cer- 
tain ; and that some occasional good of & direct kind 
had been attempted by benevolent individuals, in some 

> parts of the kingdom, nearly a hundred y«am before 
: }a$ time, is admitted ; but even then the provin,ce of 

• Oonnaught derived no advant^e from those early 
efforts for the benefit of the Irish. It is lamented by 
good men of all parties that no permanent, systematic 

. agency had been estabhshed to meet the wants of the 
'forlorn and destitute ; and, with all respect to others, 
it may with safety be averred, that never before had a 
messes^r of the gospel been commissioned to b^^r 
the tidings of salvation to the native Irish more en|i- 
nently qualified fcHP this important vocation. "V^Tieth^r 

• we regard the matter of his deep personal piety — the 
gracious influences of the Holy Ghost with which he 
was so largely endued — ^the peculiar adaptation of his 
mind and iu^quirements to the work — ^his perfect ^- 
qnaintance with the national habits and religious pre- 
judices of the people — ^his natural bravery and unbroken 
resolution — ^and his great bodily strength, enabling him 
to pass through a course of patient, persevering toil, 
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uneqtiaied in modem times, and far beyond tlie com- 
mon reach of human energy and health — ^we most de- 
voutly acknowledge % diTine Providence in the caB, 
the qualifications, and lengthened ministry, of Mr. 
Clideon Ouseley. Yours, &c. 
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A«l)sn of Me«n. John and Chaxtai Wedey and their coadjatoBi ■ Iftd iiert •ffecto «B 
the natiYe Iriah — Direct Inatnicllon through the medhim of their ovn laofoage, 

' MtBriit*^ c^7 ^ (^ eighteenth eentnxy— Untied and ■hocvlbed— AA*. f%omm 
Woith^—Teatixaooy of, by Dr. Maaon-— Eulogy on, l^ Soathey— >Ead7 e4nnectkm 
vrith the Church of Rome— Deeply eonrinced of nn — ^Pindi no comfoit In the CSraidi 
•f nnmo" fTrwrnMr Robert Swindell* in the ■tveet of Limeriek— Uia ooarartun 
CoBuoencee preacliing In the county of Tipperary— Labors in Munater—Connaogiit— 
tidnater— The north— Sofien aore peraeeotion finom rarlotM partlea— Efleeti prodooed 
•tt Ifae iriih by Me •tieet'preachfaig^Death in DoUin— Jt*-. CAortte arakam^Am 
eminent Irish preacher— RaiMd up In the province of Gonna ugh >— Laboia as a local 
pieacher lor twenty-one yeai»^AppoInted as an Iriab nisstonary lif Mr. Weriey~> 
JHr. Barthobmuw QanpMl-^ii^aiJBj a Roman Catholic— Ghnat dfatrasi ofmiad ■ 
POgrimage to Lougli-Derg— He belieres on Christ— Soene in a chorch-yard— Yeij 
oKfQl among the Iridi. 

My Dear Frieot), — I have noticed Mr; Onseley's 
Conversion, his consequent labors, and, in connection 
trith them, his qualificatiotis for the work in which 
"^e shall afterward find him engaged. Before 
entering on the circumstances nhder which that work 
Vas commenced, our attention is claimed by the 
preaching of Messrs. John and Charles Wesley, 
and their coadjutors, because of its effects on the 
Irish population previous to the conversion of Mr. 
Ouseley. Indeed we cannot omit noticing this, if we 
would place the subject in a proper light. Through 
the instrumentality of Methodism, Mr. Ouseley was 
trifought to a saving knowledge of the truth: the 
taus^on, in which he spent his ministerial life, was 
entered on under the direction of the Methodist Con- 

^1 
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ference; and any details relative to these dc^ in fact, 
bat seire to exhibit, in one of its departments, that 
great revival of religion of wliich the Weslejs were 
sach honored instruments. 

The preaching of the Messrs. Wesley and their co- 
adjutors was not without indirect benefit to the native 
Irish. In the counties where the Irish language is 
mokt in use, the doctrines and influence of Methodism 
had very much prevailed ; great numbers of the upper 
and middle ranks of society embraced the truth, and 
in most cases those persons used the Irish language ; 
many of them were employed as class leaders ; they 
became the faithful interpreters of the word preached, 
to their neighbors, tenantry, and workmen ; and, by 
those means, there can be no question that many of the 
lower orders of the mere Irish had been indirectly 
reached, by the ministry of Messrs. John and Charles 
Wesley, and the first preachers in Ireland. It was 
not unusual, even in later times, when the misaonaiyi 
in his regular visits to a neighborhood, stopped at the 
house of a gentieman who understood the Irish lasr 
guage, to witness very interesting scenes : the gentle- 
man would invite the country schoolmaster, who 
could read Irish, (a Bomah Catholic withal,) and thei^ 
would they spend the evening — ^several of the natives 
being present — ^reading the Irish Bible, comparing it 
with the English version, and making such usefuland 
practical observations as would be suggested to their 
minds on the occasion.^ These means, however, could 
be brought into but limited operation : though good 
in themselves, and in their efiects, they were by no 
means commensurate with the moral wants of the native 
Irish. 
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But an agency was fomislied fiom the ranks of tibese 
devoted men, wfaicli exerted a direct influence on the 
rWavQ population, i^orts to teacli the pec^e, throogk 
the medium of their own tongue, have ahready been 
referred to, as made at the commencement of the last 
century, in some districts of irdand, by philanthro|»c 
perepons of distinction in the Irish Church. Those 
attempts, however, were circtimscribed and short-Mved. 
^. Mason, in his work on *' Employing the Irish Lan- 
guage as a Medium for conveying Scriptural Instme- 
tion to the native Peasantry of Ireland^'' having men- 
tbned those efforts, adds, — ^ It is the very circumstance 
iSmt we are how occupied in regretting, that Hie last 
oentury does scarcely afford an instance after these, to 
continue our chain c£ evidence horn experience en 
fids subject: a striking one, however, is to be found 
lunong those eminent instruments in promoting the 
revival of vital reli^on in the latter days — ^the follow- 
ers of John Wesley/' He then refers to Southey's Life 
of Wesley, in wMch the following account is given of 
I9ie' successes of Thomas Walsh, the first of the eariy 
Methodist preachers who addressed the Irish people in 
^^ native tongue : — ^ The command of that language 
^ve him great advantage. It was long ago said in 
Irehmd, 'If you plead for your lifo, plead in Irish P 
The Catholics listened willingly when addressed in 
their mother tongue. His hearers frequently shed 
tears, and frequently sobbed aloud, and cried for 
mercy; and, in country towns, the peasantry who^ 
going Uiere upon market-days, had stopped to hear the 
preacher from mere wonder and curiosity, were often- 
times melted into tears, and declared that they coidd 
follow him all over the worid." 
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The admiraUe Memoir of Mr. Walsh, written by hk 
firiend Mr. J. Morgan,* being so well known, rendttrs* 
inexpedient, in this record, any more tium a very brief ' 
notice of his character and labors ; and yet, as he was 
a link in the ** chain of evidence " that continues down 
to the elose of the last century, I conceive that any 
sketch of the Irish mission would be defective which 
did not include his honored name. 

Mr. Walsh was bom and educated in the Church of' 
Bome, and was, if not a bigoted, a sincero member of 
tfaact- church. While in her communion, he was, with-- 
out any means that could be supposed likely to lead to 
flttch an effect, brought under deep concern of mind 
for his personal salvation. Deeply convinced of his 
Ifist condition, he sought relief ; but feeling the strength 
of his own corruptions, and his utter hdplessness, he ' 
in vain sought deliverance from the power and guilt of 
sin. He went to confession to his priest : submitted to^ 
the penance prescribed by him ; fasted, and repeated 
his numerous prayers; but found no comfort to hif 
troubled spirit in these " beggarly elements,'^ unt^ he 
was brought to the brink of despondency. Pasong, 
while in this state, to his lo<%ing, in the city ^ 
Limerick, on the 17th of March, 1749, being then 
only in his nineteenth year, his attention was attracted 
by an uncommonly large concourse of people, assem* 
bled in a place called the Parade. He turned aside to 
see what it meant There stood Mr. Robert Swin- 
dells in the act of preaching to the surrounding multl- 
tode. Mr. Swindells had accompanied Mr. Wesley on 
his second visit to Ireland, and remained some consider* 
aUe time in the oountry> fhithfnUy preaohing the fffath . 
*PQUiBlied at our Book Conoaoi, in Ntw^Toik^-^Ub Ito. 
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pel ia Ynrions puts. HUm text on this oocaaon m», 
MbAL ju, 28, ^ Come unto me all ^e that labor, and 
ave he»?y lAden, and I will give ^rou rest" The Ter jt 
sound of tins inTitation was as a bafan to Mr. WaWs 
wounded spirit Some short time after this, under the 
ministry of Mr. William Tucker, he obtained a sense 
of the divine favor through faith in Jesus Christ The 
way by which he was led from his first awakenings 
was dark and distresnng beyond description ; butsooHy 
under the preaching of these eariy heralds of the cross, 
he was brought by his gracious DeHverer ** into a wealthy 
place/' Then, his deep devotion and holy joy equals 
his previous penitence and distress. His own accoiinti» 
of his conversion is most affecting. His words are : — 

<< There was kindled in my soul a still more vehe* 
m^t thirst after Christ Nothing could now satis^- 
m^ but the knowledge of an interest in his blood. My 
soul was sick with fervent longings." 

"About four months after my most deep awakear/ 
ings, and joining the Methodist society, the clear day 
began to shine, and the Lord, * who is rich in mercy/, 
visited me with his salvation. He brought me out of 
the homble pit, and set my feet upon the Bock. The 
particular manner of which was as follows : — Coming ^ 
into the rocm where we often met together, I sat 
musing and meditating. My soul was looking out^ and 
Icmging for Christ, as the watchman for the morning. 
The congregation being assembled, the servant of God 
(Mr. W. T.) poured out his soul in prayer. While he 
did this, th^ power of God came down in the midst of 
us : the * windows of heaven were opened, and the 
skies poured down righteousness.* My heart melted, 
Kke WW befor© Aft &» i «H?«eiaBy -fc t^ "tt^'^^w^ <tf 
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^bese woids : ' Who is he that comelh from Iklom, with 
dyed gannents from Bozrah ? This that is glorious in 
his apparel, traYeling in the greatness of lus strength?* 
And again, at sin^ng those words in the hymn : 

' Behold the Saviour of mankind, 

NaiPd to the shameful tree ! 
How rast the love that him inclined 
To bleed and die for thee ! 

* 'Tis done ! the precious ransom *s paid ; 

Receive my soul, he cries ! 
See, "where he bows his sacred head ! 
He bows his head, and dies.' 

" The prayer and the hymn came with such power to 
my heart, that I was constrained to cry out, * Bless the 
Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless his 
holy name ; for he hath forgiven all my iniquity, and 
healed my diseases.' 

"And now was I divinely assured that God, lor 
Christ's sake, had forgiven me all my sins. The Spirit 
of God bore witness with my spirit that I was a child 
of God. * Mercy and truth met together,' in my heart : 
* righteousness and peace kissed each other.' Yea, so 
great was the deliverance, that I could not contain my- 
self. I broke out into tears of joy and love. Having 
obtcdned such mercy, I could not but join with the 
angels (Luke xv, 10) to sing praises to 'Him that 
ritteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb,' who so 
loved me, and washed me from my sins in lus own 
blood. A new song was indeed put into my mouth, 
even of thanksgiving unto my Grod :-;- 

* Honor, and might, and thanks, and praise, 
I render to my pard'ning God ; 
Extol the riches of thy grace. 
And spretii tbysaviiig nuM sbioftd ; 
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Th«t only name to aiimen giyen, 

Which lifts poor dying worms to heaven. 

* Me in iny blood thy love pass'd by, 

And stoppM, my rain to retrieve ; 
Wept o*er my soul, thy pitying eye ; 

T^y bowels yeainM, and sounded. Live ! 
Dying, I heard the welcome sound. 
And pardon hi thy mercy found. 

* No condemnation now I dread ; 

Jesos, and all in him, is mine ! 
Alive m him, my living Head, 

And clothed in righteousness divine, 
Bold I approach th* eternal throne, 
And claim the crown, through Christ my own.' 

** I bad often in private cried aloud to God» yet it 
was not till now that I did so in the congregatkm. 
Bat my wound being healed, a necessity was laid upon 
Ine to declare what the Lord had done for my souL 
In the same hour another, who sat next to me, was 
fiOed with joy and peace in believing* We both inth- 
drew to another room, and gave thanks and praise to 
God together. 

* All glory and praise To Je«us oar Lordt 
His ransoming grace We gladiy record : 
Uifl bloody oblation— His death on the tree — 
Hath purchased salvation, And heaven for me ! 

*The Saviour hath died. For me and for you ; 
The blood is applied, The record is true ; 
The Spirit bears witness,.And speaks in the blood. 
And gives us the fitness For living with God.* 

<" And now I felt of a truth that faith in Christ is 
»the substance,' or subsistence, *of things hoped for,' 
and the * evidence of things not seen.'*' — Life, pp- 
44-47. 

He had not been long in the enjoyment of the great 
salvation befinre he longed to »ake it known to otihenk 
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He bad a deej^ impreaafiion <m his mmd Uiat God Iiad 
called him to preacb to his perishing fellow-coantrymen 
salvatioD in the name of Jesas. He soon infoimed Mr. 
Wesley, and sought his counsel in the case. l%e 
answer of Mr. Wesley is brief and characteristic : — 

" My Dear Brother, — ^It is hard to judge what 
God has called you to, till trial is made. Therefore, 
when you have an opportunity, you may go to Shroaily 
and spend two or three days with the people there. 
Speak to them in Irish.'' 

Mr. Walsh lost no time. Accompanied by one of 
his own brothers, and by another Christian fHend, he 
walked to the place, a distance of thirty English miles ; 
and here, in a Tillage in the county of Upperary, did 
this young evangelist open his commission. 

Mjt. Walsh was a burning and shining flight; and, 
during the brief season of his life and ministry, the 
chi^rches were willing to rejoice in his light " I knew 
a young miln, about twenty years ago,** says Mr. Wes- 
ley, " who was so thoroughly acquainted with the Bible, 
that if he was questioned concerning any Hebrew 
word in the Old, or any Greek word in the New Testa- 
ment, he would tell, after a little pause, not only how 
often the one or the other occurred in the Bible, but 
also what it meant in every place. His name was 
Thomas Walsh. Such a master of Biblical knowledge 
I never saw before, and never expect to see again." 

This was the first Methodist Irish missionary ; and 
" the voice of one crying in the wilderness." For three 
years he preached, at all seasons, through his native 
county and province; through Leinster, Connanght, 
and even the northera pnmnc^ . H» snflfered -perm^^ 
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eiDtioii. from dergymoa ai^ maglrtrftfeefl ; from ChiixdH 
men aad Presbyterians ; and, above all, from Papnsts ; 
wbile, in En^iflh, and espedalSly in Irish^ he was w 
cesaant ia beaeecbing sinners to be reconcijM to God.' 
Having himself, however, early felt the advantage 
of street preaching, (for be it remembered, Thama» 
Walsh was the fruit of street preacMng^ he went ta 
the streets and lanes of the city, as well as to the hedgesi 
a&d highways, and fields ; and even traveling by the 
way, he sought after those who wandered in the nuusea 
of moral darkness, that he might rescue them from 
error, superstition, and sin. He yearned with intensfii 
compassion over millions of his^ountiymen, and songhfti: 

** With cries, entrmtles, tears, to -save ; 
To snatch them from the gaping gravoi" » 

And his zealous labors were as sooeessftd as they were 
various. 

His mode of preaching was the very best that could' 
have been adopted by a street preacher; though so- 
very young, he seemed in this respect, as well as in 
others, to be divinely directed. Mr. Walshes preach-^ 
ing was without contax)versy ; and this, with an Irish 
audience, is the most acceptable and most successftd 
manner. , When, on (me occasion, going to Boscrea to 
preach, he was met by a large number of men ; nearly 
eighty having bound themselves by an oath, if not to 
kill him, that, at least, they would not let him preach. 
They intended putting him into a well; but through 
the interference of the Protestant clergyman, he got 
out of their hands unhurt When they met him, he 
said, *^I contend with no man about opinions; but 
preach against sin aad wiekedsess in idL Supposii:^,'' 
li^iiddigdi *^thvo9 peanoQt aoiMBg jwn of difiextAt de- 
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niuninattons, it ma>y be a Churchman, a Quaker, and a 
Papist, ntting down and drinking to excess, begin to 
dispute, each affirming that his was the best religion — 
where is the religion of all these men ? Surety the^ 
are without any, unless it be that oi BeliaL They are 
of their father the devil, while his works they do. And 
if they liye and die in this condition, hell must be their 
portton." This they could not gainsay. 

Beligion, he would tell them, was not a bare profes- 
sion : that the true way was to forsake sin ; and that, 
in order thereto, it was needful that a person should 
be pure in spirit, feel that he is a ennner, mourn on that 
account with a broken and contrite heart, forsake sin 
by applying to the Lord for strength, and then believe 
on the Lord Jesus Ohiist for salvation, as it is his blood 
t2iat cleanseth from all unrighteousness. Then he would 
enforce on them the indispensable necessity of obeying 
tiie gospel, by conforming to the rules therein laid down ; 
living soberly, ri^teously, and godly, in this present 
world. These were the doctrines which that devoted 
man inculcated on the thousands of his benighted 
countrymen ; a kind of preaching which is peculiarly 
suited to the views of the Lnsh, which cannot at any 
time fail of effect, in sipping the foundations of all 
error, and leading sinners immediately to Christ for 
salvation: and, if delivered in their own .loved lan- 
guage, it would be irresistible. In the fervor of his 
pious soul he was wont to cry out with tears, — ^^ Hear 
me ; and if the doctrine I preach be not according to 
the word of God, stone me on the spot — ^make a sacri- 
fice of me, only hear for yourselves." 

Mr. Walsh was the first, after the few efforts in the 
early p«rt of tibe c^fateetfth ceAtury^ already referred 
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.to, "wlio proclaimed, in the Irish tongue, ibe measage 
of God's mercy to perishing men ; and it cannot be 
thought suipriaing that such fidthfiil preaching pro- 
duced extraordinary effects. Thousands of the Irish 
heard the word irith joj, and received it. The moat 
affecting scenes were witnessed during his poweifnl 
and pathetic addresses : crowds would throng around 
him, cut to the heart, and cry alood £>r mercy ; they 
would weep, and agonize, and Bome of them confeas 
their sins aloud to him before the congregation ; and 
it was not an unusual thing for persons alarmed, and 
deeply convmced of their guilt and danger, with peni- 
tential groans and tears, to cry for mercy, and cl^ to 
the spot, until they found rest to their laboring, heaiT^- 
laden souls. 

God, send prosperity I raise up and qualify sueh 
men to carry the tidings of salyaticm through oar 
country, until the wilderness and the solitary place 
shall be glad, and the desert rejoice and Mossom as the 
.rose — ijUl the dark places of the earth shall be enlight- 
;ened by thy truth, and the habitations of cruelty be 
turned into the abodes of righteousness and peace I 
On the 8th day of April, 1 759, in the city of Dublin, 
]Vf r. Walsh exchanged mortality for life. 

Scarcely had ten years elapsed from this event when 
God raised up another eminent Irish preacher in the 
person of Mr. Chables Graham, a native of the 
county of Sligo, who, for twenty-one years, labored 
faithfully as a local preacher, principally among the 
native Irish of his own county, and the county of Lei- 
triuL Mr. Graham was bom in Tournagrachan, (tower 
of the Bocks,) two or three miles from the town of 
Sligo. Of his early years nothing has come to my 
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: kttowledge, ear^ tW he was proyerMal for liis fbnft- 
Bess for danng exploits and scenes of amusement ; and 
'being natarally of a brave, undaunted spirit, he would 
often head the clan at the large gathering and the fait* 
, No trace of a serious kind is discoverable in his cha- 
. Tftcter untfl between twenty and thirty years of age. 
The first religious impreodotis made upon his mind 
were under an afflictive (Hspensation — the last illness 
and death of his mother. While on her sick bed shie 
was visited by ^me religious friends from the town of 
SJigOy who prayed with her. Mr. Graham was greatly 
•affected daring tiie time of prayer, and immediately 
After inquired, — ^** In what book is ihat prayer to be 
•found ?" " I did not get it in a book," was the reply ; 
" prayer is the gift of God." He could not understand 
/&is; yet it impressed him with the conviction that 
Ihere was something more in religion than he witness- 
led in the state of things around. Religion at that time 
"was at a very low ebb indeed in the neighborhood 
-where he resided ; and becoming anxious on the sub- 
ject, he began to make inquiries respecting it, but found 
ao person to satisfy his mind. He was a Churchman, 
.and attended the service <^ the church ; but received 
nothing there to allay his anxieties. He thought he 
would examine every system within his reach to ascer- 
tain the trudi ; and resolved even to try whether Popery 
would afford him any light. For this purpose he took 
hold of an opportunity by which he was enabled to 
hear the priest without going to the mass-house. A 
fiineral was albout to take place; and he thought this 
a favorable occasion to seek fbr spiritual instruction, 
as, if he were likely to get it under any circumstances. 
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it was probable he Would learn it in the hovse of death. 
The bodj of the deceased was not yet carried out when 
the priest addressed the people, andMr. Graham heard 
£os himself. The deceased, it appears, was a poor man, 
who, by the death of all his ciMlie, had been rednced 
to a state of desdtation, and was not able to till his 
litde &rm ; his ne^hbors recommended him to go to 
the priest, and solicit him to make a coUedion for him 
in tiie chapel, saying they would contribnte to it, that 
he might be enabled to purchase a horse. He apfdied : 
the collection was made, amounting to five pounds, 
and next day the poor man waited on the priest; bat, 
to his utter dismay, the priest answered has applicatioii 
by saying, " I made no collection for you, it was for 
myself I made it." The poor man laid hold on a book 
which lay on the table, and, stang with disappointment 
and vexation, swore that he would never bow his knees 
before the priest again. The neighbors were greatly 
exasperated ; but for the x>oor man there was no re- 
dress ; he piaed away under the pressure of misfortune 
ai^d wretchedness, and eventually died of a broken 
heart When he was dying, his friends besought the 
priest to " administer to him the last consdations of 
religion," by anointing him ; but he utterly refused it 
Afterward, however, he was prevailed on to come to 
the funeral. His address was as follows : — " This n^*s 
soul is in hell, for he did not pay the rent of his soul 
ibr the last three years ; and you will all be damned 
likewise if you do not pay the rent of your souls regu- 
larly/' When Mr. Graham heard all this, he turned 
away with disgust, convinced of the absurdity and 
wickedness (rf a system in winch such gross violatio«j 
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of oommon sense and decency could be perpel 
with impanity, and assured that the truth was not 
there to be found. 

About this time he became acquainted with some 
religious persons in Sligo, who directed his attention 
more particularly to the reading of the sacred record!, 
and through this means his mind became more and moie 
enlightened ; but he did not find peace. The views of 
those Christians with whom he then associated were 
Calvinistic, and from them Mr. Graham imbibed the 
notion of particular redemption, which he entertained 
lor some time. He shortly after heard the Methodist 
preachers, and by them was earnesdy exhorted to be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ for a present salvation. 
He heard with eagerness the word of life from their 
lips, and humbly and penitently sought, and soon found, 
redemption in the blood of Jesus, even the foi^gtveness 
of all his sins. 

He was soon led to call sinners to repentance, and, 
having exercised his gifts, as already mentioned, in h& 
own and the neighboring county, with diligence and 
success, in the year 1790 he was appointed, by Mr. 
Wesley, to the office of an Irish missionary. Mr. Gra- 
ham had enlarged views of the divine grace and 
mercy. Ho boldly preached Christ to his benighted 
cotyitrymen as an all-sufficient Saviour ; declaring that 
he made upon the cross " a full, perfect, and sufficient 
sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the 
whole world;" while he affectionately and ardently 
invited sinners to come unto him for pardon and salva- 
tion, beseeching them to be reconciled to God. The 
field of labor to which Mr. Graham was first appointed 
AS a missionary was the county of Kerry. Many souls 
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- and he is still remembered in that coaatry irith vene- 
ration and affection. His name will again come up in 
OQs^unctioB -with that of Mr* Ooseley ; I shall therc^fore 
leave him for the present, by gtving twO or three ise* 
stances which will show his mode o£ traveling and 
preaching, and the snccess which attended his labors m 
^those earlier years of his missionary life. 
. Mr. Graham opened his commission in the ttreelB of 
Milltown, and found his first lodging by asking a young 
■lad, as he rode into the town, '^ Do you know any one 
in this town that has a Bible, and reads it ?" " O yesi" 
said the lad, ** the clerk of the church f* and directed 
him to his house* He rode up to tiie door, the man 
appeared, and Mr. Graham told ^e object of his visifc, 
•—that he had been informed he was accustomed to 
read the Bible, and lM>ped he would have no objection 
to receive him into his house. The man seemed ntteriy 
surprised and ashamed. ^ I read the Bible, sir I no, 
indeed, I never read it, unless what I read of it iKfe 
chnrch on Sunday." The incident was not without Us 
good effect on the man's mind : *' Come in, sir ; come 
in, sir," he said; ^* make my house your home while 
.you remain." From being a diaracter notorious for 
wickedness, he became converted to God, and was the 
first fruits of Mr. Graham's mission to Kerry. The 
new convert soon joined the Methodist society, his in- 
fluence became considerable in the town and neighbor- 
hood, and he continued faithful imto death. Milltown, 
after a little time, became the head of a circuit 

Mr. Graham made two unsuccessfol attempts to 
proich in the streets of Tralee ; but, by a curious cir- 
cumstance, he in the third attempt succi^eded. Two 

7 



. iMi bid leagued togetiier to aasauUi Mr. Graliaiiiy ^ut, 
bj its nnexpected result, the plan they adopted proYi- 
dentiaUy put a stop, for that time, to persecutioii in 
Tralee. One of them took his stand behind aa old 
wall, intending from thence to stone the preacher, 
while die other stood near the crowd to watch the ef- 
- feet ; instead of injuring its intended object, however, 
the very first stone that was cast hit the accomplice, 
who was conveyed to the infirmary, and died soon after, 
it is said, confesfidng his guilt 

Numerous conyersiond from Popery were effected in 
several places under Mr. Graham's preaching, espe- 
cially in Dingle. The two fi>lk)wing are instances : — 
The first was a respectable Roman Catholic, who acted 
as purser in a man-of'War, then in Dingle harbor. 
When Mr. Graham reached Dingle, this man's wife, 
being a Protestant, went to hear preaching ; the word 
reached her heart, and she soon found the " pearl of 
great price." She joined society, but found in her 
husband a most inveterate opposer. He tried every 
method in his power to dissuade ber from her attach- 
ment to tins novel sect, till at length he resorted to vio- 
lent measures. One night, following her to the preach- 
ing-place, with a deadly weapon in his hand, in order 
to watch her coming out, he was induced to make his 
appearance in the house; the people were terrified; 
tihe lion^ however, soon became a lamb : 

''He fell before the cross, subdued, 
And felt the arrows dipp'd in blood." 

He soon obtained pardon, renounced the errors of 
Bome, joined the in&nt society, and for many years 
adorned the doctrine of God his Saviour. H0 was 
ultimately removed to England. 



Tbd o&er, a bigoted devotee of Bome, named BocKe, 
tflio Tfas abe an abandoned dmnkaid, became a signal 
instance of lAie power of divine grace, nnder the aira- 
kening ministry of Mr. Graham. TUnn man came to 
mock, but remained ta pray. The word reached his 
heart ; he soaght and foand mercy through Christ Je* 
BUS ; and, although thwarted by Ms wife, an^ exposed 
to the usual moded of persecution, he continued con* 
aislent and fiufhftd, and, it is said, ^* finished his course 
with joy." Many such, doubtless, will this devoted 
missionary have ftor his crown of rejoicing in the day 
of the Lord Jesus. 

While treating of this period, our attention is called 
to another part of the land. In the north-^west of Ire- 
land, about the year 1779, a very extraordinary man 
made his appearance in the Methodist society, and 
continued in connection with it till his death — a period 
of many years. Very -different, indeed, was he from 
€ie men I have been describing ; but such a phenome- 
non in the religious worid as to have attracted great 
interest at that time ; and such an instance of the sar- 
fiig influence of religion, and so successful among his 
countrymen, as to render him not unworthy of some 
place in a record which is intended to exhibit the power 
of our holy Christianity on the native Irish. Any per- 
son acquainted with the history of Methodism in that 
part of the country, at the time referred to, must have 
learned something of Bartholomew Campbell, or Bart- 
ley, for such was the name by which he was better 
known. The simple child of nature, "rough at the 
rustic plough," he who saw him once was not likely 
soon to forget his appearance. Everything about him 
had an air of strangeness; but his most singular part 
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was perfonned when at any time a Yisit of the Rev. 
Dr. Coke was announced. Mounted on his white 
horse, taken from the cart or the plough, lua saddle 
coTered with rough goat-skin, he would ride off to meet 
the doctor, as county or city officials are wont to do 
with judges of assize, and then accompany him to seve- 
ral of the places whither he was going ; nor could a 
more striking contrast well be conceived than that 
'which presented itself between the doctor and his a^ 
tendant The visits of Dr. Coke at that time were 
considered as the visits of some celestial messenger. 
After the death of Mr. Wesley, for more than twentjy 
years, he filled up a place which hardly .any other 
man could have filled. 'Every one hailed his approacli^ ; 
every one loved him; and thousands flocked to hear 
him preach. Bartley, on these occasions, would be 
among the foremost in the cavalcade. Some of the 
good friends were wont to think that he only encum- 
bered the doctor with help ; yet the latter seemed as 
much delighted to meet with so wonderful a trophy of 
the power of divine grace, as he would be to see one 
of his beloved negro converts, in the islands of the &fc 
west 

In those counties of Ulster that border on Con- 
naught, Bartley was well known, as a remarkable con- 
vert from the Church of Bome. Though rude in speecli, 
yet not in knowledge : retaining the rudeness of ex- 
terior which had belonged to his origin, yet as a Chris- 
tian he was a diamond of the first water. His own con- 
version was as genuine as the manner of it was rare ; 
and his zeal for that of his poor fellow-countrjrmen was 
as ardent as it was successful. Without any previous 
intercourse with those who had experienced religion^ or 
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any knowledge of ihe yolnme of bis faith, he became 
fiselmgly alive to bis eternal concerns. The Spirit of 
€k)d, withoat any external means, moTed on bis be- 
xiigbted, disordered spirit, and produced such a virid 
sense of bis wretchedness and danger as to make 
Banyan's well-known description of bis Christian pil- 
grim (save that poor Bartley had no book in bis band) 
quite applicable to him : ^ With his face from bis own 
bouse; a great burden on bis back; he wept and 
trembled: and, not being able longer to contain, be 
broke out with a lamentable cry, saying, ^ What shall 
I do ?* " His sorrows were deep and unabated ; and, 
under a sense of the divine displeasure, bis soul lefused 
ib be comforted. He went to bis priest — ^made con- 
fbstfion — was enjoined penance — repeated prayers — 
received absolution from the holy father; but found 
nd rest ESs distress increased ; and, to use bis own 
iMfords, " bell lay open before him." He went to other 
priests; reiterated bis confession and penances; but 
only became more miserable. He at length meditated 
a pilgrimage to Lough Derg, where, it is supposed, all 
Mnds and degrees of sin can be expiated. Lough Derg 
is a lake in the county of Donegal, province of Ulster ; 
fl^d^ is famous for the island which contains what is 
eiidled St, Patriot b Purgatory, This is a narrow little 
cell, hewn out of a solid rock, in which a man can 
scarcely stand upright Thither did he repair, a dis- 
tance of forty Irisb miles. He arrived at the lough, 
and passed tbnmgb the customary routine ; went to 
Ibe priest, who was always ready to direct the pilgrims ; 
and, the severe penances being prescribed and sub- 
sntted to, be again received absolution. But, like fi»- 
tt«r observances, these tooirere tmavailing ; bis gaaife 
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prettied stall more heavily on liis conBcience. Ha ie» 
tamed to the priest, and made known the <]Usa|^)Q«nt>-^ 
ment and anguish of has spirit. " Did not I give yon 
absolution ?'' said the priest ** You did, father," an-» 
swered Bartley. " And do you deny the authority oi 
the church ?" " By no means,*' was the reply ; '* bul 
my soul is in misery. What shall I do?' << Dor said 
the priest, ^ why, go to bed and sleep.'* << Sleep V* 
exclaimed the poor penitent : " no, father : perhaps I 
may awake in helL" Threatened with the horsewhip,- 
poor Bardey departed under a load of wo ; and, seek- 
ing some retired spot, cast himself on the ground^ 
and in deep anguish of spkit, with groans and tearsr 
he cried to the Lord Jesus Christ, and pleaded hitt 
precious blood. In a moment his distress was gone^ 
he received a confidence that God, for Cfarisf s sake^ 
bad pardoned all his sins, and the peace of God oyeir* 
flowed his souL He returned to the jmest, crying out 
in ecstasy, " O father, I am happy I I have found th^ 
ewer His ghosdy adviser, having neither lot nor 
part in the matter, answered only with ezecrsti<msr 
and a renewed threat of chastisement. 

Before his return firom the lough, Bartley ran tef 
where a number of persons were performing theftp 
rounds of penance ; and, exhorting them to turn fromt 
those lying vanities, and seek the living and true Godp 
as he had done, he told them that he had obtained 
pardon of aU his sins, through the blood of Christ, and 
tbat if they would only come to Christ, as he had done, 
they ought also obtain what he called the cure, and thft 
y«i0e2— terms by which he ever after described the 
great bleanng of ftrgiveness of sins and the love of 
Qed. The prieat» hearing that he wa0 distoibing the 
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peaiieiits, lutftened to the spot; «nd poor Bartte^, to 
save his life, was obliged to fly from the seeoe <k sv- 
perstiti<Hi and impiety. He was well known for manjr 
years as " The Pilgrim of Xxragh Dei^g ;" and the un- 
usual manner of his deliverance &om bondage was 
talked of by the religions with wonder and deligikt. I 
have been more circumstantial oa this subject than, 
perhiqps, its importance might be supposed to demaiid^ 
but. as the description answers to many other plaeai 
of minor note, and exhibits the manner in which a 
crafty priesthood trades on the credulity of an unsoa^ 
pecting people, I deemed it not improper to pLftoa 
somewhat in detail the sayings and doings of the fiov 
fimied Lfough Derg* 

Bard^y Campbell returned to his home a ''new 
creature/' happy in God ; but so ignorant and iaezr 
p^rienc^d as to be utterly unfit to guide his footsteps. 
He fi>ndly thought that there was some virtue in tiia 
place where he had been made happy, and that his 
wife by going thither would receive a like blessuQigi 
He tibiei^ore determined to take her to it; and a 
scene ensued which partook at once of the solemn aD4 
ihe ludicrous. His horse was yoked ; the bed brought 
out and placed in the cart ; on it were seated their two 
little children ; and his reluctant wife having taken her 
pooLtion beside them, Bardey and his family were soon 
on their way to Lough Berg. But his wife was a 
iti^anger to the kind of sorrow that had filled his bosom : 
they arrived at the scene of his former distress ; neither 
the scene, however, nor his exhortation, could put her 
in possession of the jewel he. had found; she went, 
without feeling the disease, and she returned wiltoit 
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, Some time after this, a priest in the nei^borliood^ 
fdio was noted for Ids piety, became an object of 
interest witii Hartley ; and to him he related what ha 
-had passed through, and what the Lord had don&lbr 
■his sonL ^ His confessor," says the Rev. Henry Moore, 
m whose Autobiography several of the above facts are 
recorded; "his confessor Was exceedingly affected, 
and felt in some degree like Latimer when Bilney 
confessed to him, while the poor man, in his simple but 
efieigetic manner, told him of the cure, and the Jewd 
which was beyond all price. The poor confessor could 
oiply. answer by tears; and, after a few visits, he ao- 
knowledged that he had experienced a similar work 
when he was a very young man, but confessed on his 
part that he had lost the blessing, and had long walked 
in darkness. Campbdl exhorted him to look fot the 
eurcy and be faitjifld with his flock, and tell them of the 
happiness that awaited them if they would turn to God. 
The priest was alarmed ; and charged him not to speak 
a word to the people on that subject, for they could not 
bear it * Father,' cried out the happy man, * they will 
dl go to hell; and you w31 go thither with them if yon 
hide the ewe from them. I will tell all that I come' 
near of the blessedness; and you will soon see what 
good will be done— only do not oppose me.' The priest 
reiterated his admonitions ; but Bartley departed, AiUy 
determined to speak and labor for the Lord. 

*' Soon after, the priest gave notice that he would 
celebrate mass in an old burial-ground in the neigh- 
borhood, where there was oxAj the ruin of a church — 
no uncommcm thing in 'Ireland. Campbell attended ; 
and when the priest had Concluded, he stepped up to 
and said, ^ Father you are to christen a balm [a 
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ASM] in the viflage. Go, and leaye the people to me. 
Hie dead Mols, you see, are standing orer the dead 
bodies; and I hope the Loid will amken the oppennoflt.' 
* Take eare what you do* said the intimidated priest : 
*inake no cUsturfoance, I charge yoa/ He then de- 
parted ; and Hartley soon aflfcer began to lay before the 
staring mnltitnde his own former miserable condition, 
and tiie efforts he had Tainly made for deliverance. 
Bat when he came to speak, from the fiillness of his 
keart, of the cure and the jewel, how Christ had Uotted 
oat his sins, and giyen him to enjoy hb love, so that, 
said he, * I am happy all the day long, and I no more 
foar to die than to go to sleep,' — ^the effect was astonish- 
ing. A general and piercing ery arose. Almost the 
whole assemUy fell apon their knees ; while some lay 
prostrate, groaning with deep anguish. The ery waa 
heard at the village ; and the priest soon advanced at 
the head of several followers. He demanded of Camp- 
bell how he dared thus to disturb his flock, but was 
only answered by vehement entreaties not to hinder 
the work of God. * You rascal f said the priest, * do 
yon oppose the church ?' ^ Ko, father,' he replied, * I 
have found the charch.' * You villain P said the priest, 
'Ivagone f and struck him over the head with his horse- 
irinp. Poor Bardey felt, as John Nelson said of old, 
*an old man^ bone in him ;' and, hardly knowing what 
he did, he gave the priest a push, who, falling over a 
grave, his heels flew up higher than his heyl. A gene- 
ral insarrection was the consequence, the people think- 
ing he had knocked the priest down. All were eager 
to lay hands on the culprit The lamentations for thehr 
WBgavephic^noiury; and poor Campbell was obKged 
tor fly for his life. He escaped the vengeance of the 
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lafiiriated multitude; but bis conscience) wMch ^na 
tender, received a fttesh wound, and he went moum- 
jBg all the day long, not knowing how to recover his 
happiness, till he almost lost aU power. In this state 
he met with some of the Methodists, who understood 
his case, and encouraged him to come again to the 
' iSjuntain opened for em and for uncleanness*' 

".He continued with the people, and fully recovered 
his peace, and became usefhl. He had a strong un- 
derstanding, and great ardency of spirit; and as he 
perfectly understood the Irish language, he became an 
instrument of great good to the poor people of the 
communion he had left. When I was stationed in 
Dublin, forty years ago, he walked from his distant 
dwelling, about a hundred JBnglish miles, to see me.; 
and I rejoiced for all the good that he had received 
fix>m the Lord, and also for what he was enabled to dO 
for his good Master. He gave me an account of the 
work in those parts near the place where he lived. I 
admired the grace of God which was in him, consider^ 
ing his uncultivated mind ; and was amused with some 
of his strong expressions. He could not be satisfied 
with any meeting where there were none convinced 
of sin, or enabled to rejoice in Grod, as blotting onb 
their sins; he used to call such a meeting a ^sham 
fight' So it is that 'the Lord still chooses the fiwliah 
things of the world to confound the wise; and base 
things, and things that are not, to bring to naught 
things that are, that no flesh may glory in his sight.' I 
have jiot heard of him for several years ; but I trust to 
meet him among those * whose robes are washed and 
made white in the blood of the LamiK'"— Z^ 4^. 
Henry Mocre* 
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The difine providence is, I conceive, 8irikingl7 ex- 
ew{^ed in thus supplying, in the darkest parts oi the 
eoaQtry, an instrumentality adapted to the wants of the 
people, and continuing the " chain of evidence ** frcnn 
the eaify labors of the Wesleys down to the close of 
^ eighteenth, century ; but this could not have been 
so dislinctly understoodliad the above facts not been 
adduced ; and, simple as are some of Ihem, they afford- 
ed eminent instances of the blessed effects of divine 
truth and grace on the native Irish ; and, in the order 
of Giod, prepared the way for a more general and per- 
nument agency for the regeneration of our country. 

Yours, &c. 



LETTER VI. 

Mtte of Inland previoin to tins appointaieiit of Mr. Oaieiey a* a mInloDaqr— Iiiii 
^nballion of ITW-rltUi BMaan OatboUea not aeoUng a tma r8]wUie» bat tka aat4ag»» 
tion of Ireland to a.fi>ieijpi pontiff— War of oxtemination against Pioteatania— Ata»« 
alliea ptrpetiated by the rebela, led on by Hitit pri e a U -Iriah Conference— Dr. Coke» 
AddnsM to the BritWi Conference— Alleethig dOMiiption of the Iiiah rebelBoa-Coafev* 
enee of ITSM^Appointment of the IxUi nuMton— Sanctioned by the Bndsh Confei» 
a— Labota of Mean. Graham and Ooaeley— Boc o wi L eitera to Dr. Coke ften 
Meanci. Benniek, Davia, Bnnm, Giaham^and 0.iiael«y. 

MtBeak Fkzeni>, — In the year 1799 the name of 
Mr; Gideon Ouseley appears, for the first time, in the 
Ifinntes of Conference, as an Irish mi8sionai7. While 
the period chosen by tiie Wesleyan Conference for 
the Gommencement of a general mission to the naiave 
Iiii& manifested great widdom, the attempting to carry 
out such an arduous enterprise required no small de- 
gree of godly zeal, and of confidence hi the great Head 
of the church. 

I cannot with any propriety, I conceive, enter upoo 
Ae details of Mr. Ooseley'a lalxxni and succeases aa an 
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Irish nussionary witbout ^ving a brief sketcb of the 
eventful period wbicb preceded bis appointment to 
tbat important work, as well as a view of tbe condition 
to wbicb tbe tragical scenes of tbose times bad reduced 
tbe Irisb nation. Tbe bistory of our island is, alas! 
written in characters of blood ; but, reserving for an- 
other place the distressing narrative, I would now 
satisfy myself with a general description of tbe state 
of tbe country. 

In the year 1 798, as is but too well known, a fearful 
and well-organized rebellion broke out in our unhappy 
country, which threatened the dismemberment of the 
empire, and, in its course, was marked by atrocities as 
foul as bad ever disgraced any country or times. Tbe 
revolutionary mania of tbe age had spread with rapidity, 
from the year 1 795 especially, until tb^ latter part of 
1797, when the most alarming symptoms prevailed, 
and tbe whole social system became deeply affected. 
Tbe tendency to revolution among great numbers of 
the inhabitants of Protestant Ulster bad long been ac- 
knowledged, and now it was evident that it bad ripened 
into a system of insurrection. By paid agents, who 
bore tbe name of Protestant, the Popish party carried 
on their negotiations with the Protestants of Ulster ; 
and, at first concealing their real designs, they suc- 
ceeded, to a great extent, i|i effecting a union of very 
different parties for carrying out one proposed object. 
Theobald Wolfe Tone, a Protestant by profession, but 
in reality an infidel — ^a needy barrister, though a man 
of considerable talent — ^was retained for the purpose 
of infecting the leading Protestants, which be, in a 
great measure, succeeded in accomplishing. The ob- 
ject at which &ey aimed was to throw off the yoke of 
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England ; and fyr the aohievement of tius oljeot they 
fiooght succor from France. The principles of the 
northerns were purely republican, without any dis- 
tinctions of religion or sect; but — ^whatever may have 
been the primary design of the republicans of the day, 
and of the unsuspecting Protestants unhappily frater- 
nized in their political schemes — ^the ultimate object 
of the Popish party was the reclaiming of Ireland from 
Great Britain ; not for the formation of a true repub- 
lic, but for the purpose of once more placing her under 
the domination of a foreign pontiff; and while the mis- 
guided Protestants resorted to deeds of violence, that 
they might secure, as they fondly conceived, their 
political rights, the B(xnanists designed and prosecuted 
a war of cxtennination against their fellow-country- 
men who professed the Protestant religicm, and whom 
they proscribed as heretics, and rebels against their 
lord the pope. This, however, became so palpable by 
the cold-blooded massacres of Protestants perpetrated 
in the south, and by the leading part whic^ the eccle- 
siastics of the Romish Church took in the horrifying 
scenes, that the northern rebels, convinced q£ the 
treachery of their Popish associates, detached them- 
selves from the union, and ultimately extinguished the 
flame of rebellion in the north. 

Without remarking on the veracity of the apologists 
for rebellion, who boldly affirm that a Plrotestant 
government, for ulterior purposes, instigated and 

ibmented the national discords by which the country 
was brought to the verge of destruotion — ^I shall oidy 
say, that a reference to well-authenticated records 
of the times will convince the unprejudiced inquirer 
that the war was prosecuted on religious grounds alone; 
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« « 

that iimoceiit nnoffen^Bng mxtltitades were filaaglil«Yed 
in cold blood, for no other reason than their being 
ProtestantB ; that the rebels audaciously avowed they 
murdered them because they were heretics ; and that 
misguided people were led on by their own priests, 
animating them with motives drawn from their re- 
ligion ; that they were doing €rod service ; that they 
enhanced their own merit in proportion to the number 
of their victims, and of course would, as a reward, 
insure their happiness in a foture woiM ! Whoever 
reads the history of the " Irish rebellion," written, in 
some instances, by sufferers and eye-witnesses of un- 
doubted credit, and in other instances by men draw- 
ing iheit materials from unquestionable sources, must 
be awakened to the melancholy and astounding facts 
above adverted to. But, as it is not my intention to 
swell this letter, by dwelling on these horrifying de- 
tails, I shall only relate two or three cases, which were 
communicated to myself by credible witnesses, and 
refer you to other authorities on the subject* 

Not long since, viating the town of Enniscortby, 
on a missionary deputation, I lodged at the house of 
Mrs. Cooper, whose father, Mr. George Homeck, had 
endured sufferings almost incredible in the rebdlion. 
No one had informed me of her character or history, 
and I was scarcely prepared for the scene which pre- 
sented itself. When I entered the parlor, and was 
introduced to herself and her sister— both old gentle- 
women, in whose features were exhibited the lines of 
deep and long-continued sorrow-->tuming to Mrs. 

* See George Taylor's Histcny of the Rebellion, Sir Richard Ma»> 
grave's Memoirs, Ac, and the Rev. Matthew Langtree's Siografihi- 
cal N«mUv«. 
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^r, I said, ^Ipeiroet^, madam, tiiatafflicibn lias 
£»iDd its way to this abode." ^ Yes, sir," die i«pHed, 
** I liave loDg been conyeraant widi affliction" — enters 
iag immediately on ber heart-rending narrative with an 
expression of Toice and countenance which I cannot 
ioon forget-^*' I was a young wife and mother, at the 
4ime of the Irish rebeiiion> My two brothers — one a 
43lei^gymaD of the Established Church, the other a young 
doctoTr— were put to death by the rebels: my elder 
brother, the clergyman, was first cruelly murdered by 
a. rebel party'; they then conducted my younger bro- 
Iher a priscmer to the camp on Vinegar HiU; they 
stripped him to his shirt, shot him, and left him for 
dead ; but, shortly after, perceiving some symptoms of 
lifCr they knocked him on the head with the butt end 
of a musket. About midnight, however, he so £ir 
recovered as to creep, though in a state of extremiB 
exhaustion, to the river Slaney. When he attempted 
io ford it, they perceived him from the hill, and fired 
on him ; he stripped off his shirt, and spread it on the 
ziver, thus attracting their attention, and, for a time, 
efiected his escape to a place of momentary safety ; but 
fioon after he was met by a party of rebels, who com- 
pleted the work of death. My husband was murdered 
in the upper, end of that street" — ^pointing to the street 
opposite the window — '^ and next day the monster who 
put him to death paraded before my door, wearing my 
dear husband's clothes. Throe months a^r this I gave 
birth to a girl, who, wheii she was three years old, was 
burned to death." Some things of more recent occur- 
rence closed the mournful catalogue, but, as they are 
net connected with the subject of this letter, they need 
not be here mentioned. 
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In Sir Bichiupd ldxisgevfe*9 Memoirs of tlie Bebil- 
lion, he gives a circumstantial relation of the sofierin^ 
of Mr. Greoige Homeck, and his family ; including an 
account 6f the death of his two sons, and of his son-ia- 
law, Mr. Charles Cooper. 

Instances of similar attrocities might be multiplied, 
as perpetrated under the command of spiritual guideSi 
who were now become the leaders in rebellion ; but 
such details are by no means agreeable to me, and I 
shall only mention one more fact, which was Communi- 
cated to me by a credible eye and ear witness. Priest 
Keams was a distinguished leader in the sanguinary 
scenes just described; and, in the streets of Ennio- 
corthy, giving the word of command to. his flock, was 
heard by my informant to say, ^^ Boys, the more here- 
tics you kill the less sin you will have to answer for." 
(See Appendix D.) 

The country became a scene of desolation and bloodt; 
jieither rank, nor age, nor, sometbnes, even sex, gave 
exemption from the barbarities of an infuriated and 
intolerant rabble. O^ the other hand, appalling was 
the reaction produced, on the part of the king's troops: 
thousands became the victims of their own folly and 
delusion. Fearfid were the results: the victorioi^ 
arms of the loyalists and the British soldiery in a short 
time vanquished the infatuated and ill-fated insurgents. 
Multitudes c^ those who had escaped the horrors of the 
battle field, escaped only to share a more ignominious 
fate. The drum-head court martial in the valley pre- 
viously sentenced the unhappy culprits, and the trian- 
gles on the adjoining hills finished the awful tragedy. ' 

In the midst of surrounding commotion and warfare, 
the Irish Methodist preachers, from every part of the 



'MrxgSiotky assembled and held iheir aami^ coilftMiUM, 
in DabUn. The sentiments of thai body wiU be beat 
tinderstood from their own AddresB to the Britiah 
Oonfe^nee, Jply 20th, 1798; in wMeh the calamftiea 
of our country at that period, as well as the perila to 
-which they had themselves been exposed, are most 
afiectingly described : — 

'^ Never did we expect to see so awfol a day as we 
now behcdd I The scenes of carnage and desolation 
which open to oar view in almost eveiy part of the 
land are truly affecting ; and whfle we drop the teat 
of commiseration over our unhappy country, and oat 
deluded countsymen, in arms against the best of sove- 
reigns, and the happiest constitution in the world, we 
cannot help crying, ^ O God, shorten the days of our 
calamity, or no flesh can be saved !' 

'^ To attempt a description of oar deplorable state 
would be vain indeed. Suffice to say, that loss of trade^ 
breach of confidence^ fear of assassination, towns 
burned, countries laid waste, houses for miles without 
an inhabitant, and the air tainted with the stench of 
^thousands of putrid carcasses, already cut off, form 
some outline df the melancholy picture of our time84 
Bowever, in the midst c£ this national confusion, we, 
and our people in general, blessed be Grod, have been 
wonderfully preserved ; though some of us were impri* 
soned for weeks by the rebels ; exposed also to fire and 
sword in the heat of battle, and carried (surrounded 
by hundreds of pikes) into the enemy's camp, and 
plundered of almost every valuable ; yet we have not 
suffered the least injury in our persons ! And more- 
over, God, even our own God, has brought us through 
alL to see and embrace each other in this &vored city. 

8 
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,0 ihat4lie chvreh wocQd therefoore praise tiie Ldrd'i^ 
iaa goodness, and for the wonders he hath done for vs, 
tiie meanest of his servants I" 

Extraordinary as it may appear, the Methodists en- 
joyed llieir reli^ous privileges, as a body, while othen 
were deprived of theirs; and under the eye of the 
Irish government the ministers held their annual meel^ 
ing. The well-known character of the Metliodistg 
placed them above suspicion ; and tiie address smA in* 
'fiuence of the Rev. Dr. Coke obtained for them lliig 
liberty. This freedom was gratefully acknowledged 
by those servants of the Most High: — 

'^ We cannot be sufficiently thankful to God ibr the 
mild government under which we live ; a government 
"which diows us every posable indulgence, so that wit^ 
regard to the use of the means of grace peculiar to out 
connection, we seem to be in a land of peace and tran- 
quillity. We enjoy all the instituted and pmdentiid 
oirdinances, while, in various parts, houses of all den<^ 
nanations have been deserted. Our conference was 
liot only held without molestation, but by permission 
of his excellency the lord lieutenant Under God, we . 
owe this permisaon to tiie exertions of our worthy pre- 
sident, Dr. Coke, who, upon hearing of our danger and 
distress, flew on the wings of love, from your land of 
safety and happiness, to partake of our sufferings, and 
to help us on our way to heaven." 

Dr. Coke, writing to Mr. Asbury in America, says, 
— ^** Since I had the pleasure of seeing yon I havp spent 
a considerable time in Ireland. You have undoubtedly 
heard of the dreadful rebellion in that country. I wag 
in Ireland at the height of it, and was obliged to om« 
ploy much of my lime in gaining the protection and 
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mi^eg^gmAm. of the government of thftt kingdom in be^ 
Uif of our snfiering preadiers. And God was pleased 
to giye me saccessi without which, humanly speaking, 
they would not have held their conference, nor coold 
many of them have tcaveled.*^ 
> And here let us not osxat to notice l^e heroic and 
sidi^voting spirit evinced by these ministers of Christ, 
mider such trying circumstances. Having lamented 
ihe scftttoring of many societies, and blessed Ciod for 
tiie preservation and increase of others, in their Ad- 
dxess to the Britisb Conference^ they proceed to say : 
— ^^ Through grace.we feel & determination to urge on 
9iur way, whatever may be our lot^ Bather than for- 
sake our charge for any danger which may arise, God 
'imjig our helper, we are resolved to die. From what 
we have felt and seen since these troubles began, it 
would be injustice not to own that his grace has been 
|ui£cient for us, and that bis strength was made perfect 
in weakness. And he still graciously says to us, ^ Fear 
not, for I am with you ; be not dismayed, for I am yoor 
God-' With this promise we will go .forth, not being 
i»,any wise terrified by our adversaries." 
. The reply of the British Conference fully exhibits 
tibe kind and firatemal sympathies with which the Ad- 
diess of their Irish brethren was received, and which, 
imder God, helped, at this eventfol and sufTering pe- 
riod, to soothe and encourage them in their perilous 
toiL " Though," say they, " the common means of in- 
telligence had made us acquainted with your truly 
ealamitous condition before we received your very 
ntftving Address, yet, on its being read in the confer- 
esfLceif the tenderest compassion and most affectionate 
I9»patliy were excited in every breast We saw^ we 
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/?&, tlie difference of oar sttaation I Yon were in liie 
niidfit of Tarious perils, whOe we were, comparatively^^ 
resting in safety ; we were in * a land of peace/ while 
you were exposed to ^ the swelling of Jordan/ 

'* At the same time, we were. constrained to magnify 
the grace of God on your behalf, seeing yon so won- 
derfiilly preserved from all your enemies 1 Surely, 
iliose words were eminently fulfilled among you,— 
'^Persecuted, but not forsaken ; cast down, but not de^* 
stroyed 1' Not only the good angels had charge con- 
cerning you, but, being in extraordinary trouble, Gob 
RiMi^LF was with you, and kept you * as the apple of 
his eye V May his blessed name be praised for iiU his 
mercies! 

«Your conduct, dear brethren, is worlihy of the 
highest degree of approbation and applause. You evi- 
denced your attachment to the flock of Christ, over 
which the Holy Ghost had made you overseers, by 
continuing to watch over them and share their lot, 
when hirelings would have manifested themselves to be 
such by fleeing at the approach of the wolf. May the 
same principles still operate, till 'patience have her 
perfect work !' " 

" O brethren, rejoice that the Head of the church- 
hath thus honored you, to suffer for his name's sake f 
Gro forward and fear nothing. < As your days, so shall 
your strength be/ And should any of you be called 
to lay down your lives in so righteous a cause, it will 
be dying like the Prince of life, and the crown of mar- 
tyrdom will be your eternal reward." 

BebelHon was not fully put down until the month 
of September fc^lowing ; imd at the conference in 1 792 
ilio plan was fermed for teaching the native Iriah 
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fiirougli tbe mediuin of t2ieir own Ui^iiage. hi iimr 
Address to the British Conference, ^e Irish brethren 
thus express their important design : — ^^ With bleeding 
hearts we have seen the melancholy consequence of 
Our deluded countrymen's imbibing the unprincipled 
Views of a blood-thirsty and cruel nation. B«t we en- 
tertain the pleasing hope that the time of Yisitation to 
that hitherto unfiyrtunate pe<^le, composing the ma- 
jority of our nation, is now at hand. Grod, in his gra- 
cious providetice, appears to be opening a door among 
them. . 

"Two of our respectable brethren, of coneiderable 
standing in our connection, have entered upon one of 
the most arduous undertakings that have been air- 
tempted ance the primitave times Our ardent 

prayers are presented to the God of missionaries £cfr 
&e success of these meli, wlio have made a sacrifice of 
every social comfort, that they may bring lost rinners 
to the Shepherd and Bishop of souls." 

The "two respectable brethren" referred to were 
Barnes M'Qui^ and Charles Graham, with whose 
fliimes is associated that of Gideon Ouseley, then for 
tibe first time appearing on the Minutes of Conference. 
Th^ magnitude of the undertaking in a pecuniary 
point of view would have deterred the conference, 
eonfddering the reduced state of their ftmds, had not 
iJie itev. Dr. Coke, that never to be forgotten friend 
of Ireland, engaged to raise sufiicient means for carry- 
mg on the work. The British Conference highly ap- 
proved of the plan thus commenced, as well as expressed 
ita solicitude for the accomplishment of the great ob- 
ject ^* Your Irish mission/ say they, " is indeed an 
a^entnroas undertaking. May the great Shephertf 
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and Bisbop of our souls preserve ihose men of €kNi 
who have gone upon this great enterprise, and tendeft 
their labors abundantly successfid." 

No particular district was to limit the labors of thesii 
devoted men. They were, in the largest and most 
comprehensive sense, Irish missionaries^ to carry the 
glad tidings of salvation to their deluded MloW'^oim- 
trymen ; and while they were without any pastoral or 
circuit charge, they were, as evangelists, to go every*- 
where, preaching Christ and him crucified. 

In the choice of the agents who were in the first in* 
stance selected for the undertaking, the conferenoft 
were evidently under divine direction. The qualifiem^ 
tions of Messrs. Graham . and Ouseley fi>r the Iririi 
work we have already seen ; we shall soon see tJicir 
united labors throughout the length and breadth of ib» 
land, and the glorious and extensive results of their 
holy toil. The name of James M'Quigg stands at the 
head of the list He was an eminent Irish scholar, and 
an able and acute preacher. His frame soon beemne 
80 shattered by the labors of the mission that he never 
fully recovered. Though, some years afterward^ he 
desbted from traveling, his talents as an Irish fukoLaSt 
were for several years usefuttf employed in editing 
the Irish Bible, under the direction of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. I have before me adocumeaC, 
furnishing the best evidence of the estimate which tiie 
committee of that society had formed of the abilitiea 
and labor of Mr. M'Quigg as an Irish scholar. ' ** At a 
meeting of the committee of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, held September 23d, 1816, it was re- 
solved, upon the recommendation of Mr. E. N. Thar»- 
ton, thnfe a copy of Fray's Hebrew Bibiei beoBLd ». 
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tgifi be pfesented to the "Rev. James IfQnigg, irBo is 
edituig the Irish Bible fi)r the society ; of whose labo* 
lions and judicious exertions Mr. Thornton gave a 
most sati^ctoiy account.'' The above is an exact 
copy of the resdution, extracted from ihe minutes of 
4he committee. The introduction of it in this place 
»ill be excused, as it shows so fully the competency of 
•the person thus esteemed for the work of an Jxisk 
missionary. 

Mr. M'Quigg put this important work through a 
second edition, in Dublin, some^time after, when he 
had an opportunity of eolla^g the printed copies with 
bedell's original manuscript, which is in Marsh's 
ltt»rary, St. Patrick's Cathedral. He was^ though in a 
ifetf debilitated state, about to prepare a third and stCH 
^notyped edition, when, in 1831, death put a period to 
his flufferings and his toils. 

The time chosen for the commencement of the gene- 
IMtl:Iridi mission, while it evinced an aerdent zeal and 
tender sympathy for those who were perishing for lack 
nf Jknowledge, showed, as already stated, the influence,' 
in no small degree, of the ** wisdom from above." The 
tMDfldt of rebdlion had ceased, and a people who had 
jbeen terribly chastised by the' scoui^ of civil war,= 
had time to r^ect on the miseries which they had 
bvoagfat upon themselves and their country. When 
the land was weary of hostility, and sickened l^ the 
jigM of the surrounding desolation, the people were 
not nnwilling to hearken to the invitations of divine 
■lercy and peace. 

. ladeed, Ihe Irish ata 11 times, when not tenifiedby 
the denunciations of their clei^, or excited to preju- 
dbftjnd hostility by thdr teaching, are g^erally duh 
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|Niedtoattendto<liepr6M3ldagofihegoc^ ^^W^at 
» Bfldon is this V* says Mr. Weeley ; *< every man, woi> 
nan, and child, (except a few of the great vulgar,) not 
fnoly t>atientiy, but gladly, suffer the word <^ exhorta- 
tion/' And now that their intolerant and fanaticad 
priests, who had deluded ihem to their ruin, hadlosls^ 
il^ some instances, their confidence, and a considerable 
portion of their authority over them, they joyfully 
heard words whereby they might be saved. The leni^ 
witih which they had been treated by a humane imd 
Quid goveimnent made its due impression; nor was 
the salutary fear inspired by a recollection of Englii^ 
power without its influence in this respect Great 
Qumbers, too, who had been implicated in the rebellion, 
became so horroi^struck by the cruelties which, under 
tJie sacred name of religion, had been perpetrated on 
the unoffending Protestants, and with the sandion of 
their spiritual instructors, that with disgust they turned 
{ram a religion whose history was written in charao- 
tftm of blood, vduntarily united themselves to the Fro> 
te»taat church) and were rejoiced to hear tiie pure and 
peaceful gospel from ihe lips of Irish missionaries. 
And many of them, under the above circumstKaces, 
sought repose and cpritual consolation as members of 
ibe Methodist society ; so that, to a great extent 
t^lirough the reaction produced by £matieism, uniled 
with other causey, tjiey were as a people prepared fer 
the Lord. 

It was at this critical and notable period that these 
heralds of divine grace unfurled the banner of the 
orofl^ and called upon all men everywhere to repent, 
nA turn with all their hearts to God, through Christ 
•taiei ifiw a»e]»y wd MiTfKtfoa. The rocks and gl«H 
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^aiHUtt'fl xqaxv now echoed tilie joyful somid of the go*- 
j^ trumpet; and the streets which had been deluged 
with human blood were now refreshed with streams o£ 
ike river of the water of life, while the voic© of the 
gqspel ministers cried out to surrounding multitudes, 
.*< He, every one that thirstedi, come ye to the waters; 
and ha that haJ&i no money, c<»iie ye, buy and eat; 
yea, come, buy wine and milk, without money and 
^Oiottt price/' This is no imaginadTe description ; it 
ia^a t^Fue represen^tion of Hie scenes and of the facta 
^ the case ; the very places^nd towns that had been 
the theatres ci sanguinary confiict between hostile an* 
mies were soon afler visited by the Irislr missionaries, 
and there they proclaimed a ^e and full salvation in 
.#ie name of the Lord Jesus; and altiiough tiiey had 
many adversaries, thousands were cut to the heart, and 
cried out, <^ Sirs, what must we do?" whom they di« 
iraeted to Christ for present pardon and accept^ioe ; 

** And led them to his open side, 
The sheep for whom Umr Shepherd died." 

O that such an agency could have been extended 1 
Q th«b ike evangelical bodies in £ngland and Ireland 
}uid multif^ed such instruments as would have become 
tiie '^messiNigers of the churches and the glery of 
Ckristl" but, alas I littie was then done, even by the 
ijrae friends of religion, to bring any efficient agency 
into c^ration, adapted to Uie ccmdition of the country. 
Hie meims subsequently employed by the Irish Church, 
and by other Christian societies, for the diffiising of 
instruction, had then no existence* " The aggressive 
«haractte whick essentially belongs to the mimstry d 
tiw fsogpek in spiritual wazfine, and which fonned « 



122 MBK0BIAL' OF OIDSON OITSELET. 

• « 

aeoesflary part of it, from the tune xmr Savkwr fiiat 
ksued his great nuussionarj command, was but Ihde 
understood, even until some years of the present ce»- 
tory had elapsed, when our clergy, as it were, quite 
suddenly opened their eyes to perceive that the souls 
of all the inhabitants of their several parishes were 
committed to their charge. And who, it may be de- 
manded, required their attention so much as the Bon- 
manists ? They, far from being indifferent to religion^ 
and devoutly bowing to 1^ name of Jesus, were kept 
in the grossest ignorance by their nominal pastors, tsaA 
were even taught to blend their devotions with idolatry 
by those to whom the Protestants would have exch^ 
nvely conmodVted their instruction/' — Mason's Life of 
BedeU, 

Since the establishment of the Irish mission wUch is 
under consideration, evangelicat systems have been ia^ 
stituted, and beneficial agencies employed, by tibe £6t»* 
biished Church and other religious bodies, for tibe 
instruction of the native Irish ; but, whatever other 
means may have been resorted to of late years by the 
Irish Church, or by benevolent societies connected 
with other evangelical churches, for the benefit of our 
country, they must not be supposed to supevsede the 
necessity of the Irish mission. There is no other sys- 
tem in operation so suited to the Irish people as tJkS 
extraordinary mode of publishing the gospel. And if 
ever Ireland be regenerated, there must arise a sncoes* 
sion of noble spirits, inspired with the zeal that gbwed 
in the^ bosoms of Walsh, Grahimi, and Ousdey, not 
merely to exercise an efiicient ministry in a stated and 
ordinary way, but to go forth into the streets send p«db^ 
lie places, to the fields. and highways, to penoade aiilb 
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ttears (o be reeonciled to God. ^Aiat Scripinral scboolf 
are, indeed, of great importance, as incipie&t means <^- 
iastmetion, or as auxiliaries to the gospel xmnistrT', no 
one will deny, and they most necessarily, though grar 
dually, tend to sap the foundation of the temple of 
«rror and idolatry, so far as they come into operatioiT; 
but how many of the teeming millions of Ireland's sons 
and daughters have been induced to receive instructioii 
jsi these schools? How many of those whom we dts- 
tingnish by the peculiar appellation of Irigh attend on 
the ministry of godly clergymen in their churehes ; or 
fif other Protestant ministers in their chapels ? If they 
do not come to us, says Mr. Welsey, we must go to 
tliem. And the great Head of the chinxsh utters fai» 
c(»nmand,-^^' Go ye into all the world, and preaeh the 
gospel to every creature." And again he says, <* Go 
out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and 
bring in hither the poor, and the maimed, and the 
halt, and &e blind." ''. Go out into the highways and 
hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house 
ioay- be filled." 

. Dr. Mason, already quoted, states that '^ Dr. Samuel 
'Madden, a celebrated and influential philanthropist, in 
17S8' warmly advocated the employing of a body of 
itmerant clergy Jto preach to the natives in Irish ;" and 
that Dn Berkeley, bi^op of Cloyne, recommended the 
same measure as that of Dr. liCadden ; toad even in- 
annates that^ in defect of able missionaries, *^ persons 
convecsant in low life, and speaking the Irish language^ 
if welHnstructed in the first prindples of reli^OBy 
though^ for the rest, on a level with the jwrish clerks^ 
«r sohodmasters of charity schools, should be sent 
mucmg ^ people*" In a jmbjoined note, Dr. Masoa 
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ffltutrates the subject of teaeMng the Irish through the 
medittxn of their own language, by the remarkable suc- 
cess attending the preaching of the Methodist mission* 
aries of Mr. John Wesley. — Life of Bedell. 

The plan so strongly, though ineffectually, recom- 
mended to their own church by Drs. Madden and 
Berkeley, was now adopted by the Methodist Confer- 
ence ; and highly ^fted men, eminently qualified for 
tiie arduous work, were set apart, and sent foT&i as 
^itinerant ministers, to preach to the native Irish;* 
men who were not merely " well-instructed in liie first 
principles of religion,'' but experiencing the deep 
tiungs of God ; '< full of faith and of the Holy Ghost f. 
who fervently longed for the salvation of sinners, and, 
irith a vehemence and ardor worthy of the best and 
purest ages of the church, plea:ded with them in their 
own tongue, to turn from lying vanities to the living 
and true God; men, of whom it might have been said, 
<^ These apostolic men, endued with a strong and vigor* 
Otts imagination, know no other success than conver* 
sionSj and no other applauses than tears." Such were 
the first general Methodist missionaries appointed to 
travel throughout the kingdom, to publish glad tidings 
of great joy to all people. The details which follow 
^ve evidence of the divine presence and blessing ac- 
companying thetn in their various labors, so that the^ 
did " not run in vain; neither labor in vain.** 

Tlie success of the Irish misdronaries was so great as 
to induce tiie conference the next year to add to thdr 
Bumber. Mr. James Bell, of whcnn some fhtore men- 
tion shall be made, was appointed with Mr. M'Quigg.' 
They and some others traveled through the provinces 
of Conaaught mid Leuister. The scene, bowever, of 



flbe labora of Means. Grabam lad Oondey becttM 

most remarkable for tlie proBpeiitf iritb which the 
word was accompanied. Being associated in their !»> 
bors, it is not easy, nor is it requisite, to speak of them 
apart, during the first jears of their travels. 

The unwearied exertion and zeal of these two men 
were equaled only by the unprecedented effects Which 
attended their preaching; and which became taut* 
prising even to those who had been l<Hig accustcnned 
to witness the power of the gospel in the salTation ol 
anners. Men, who had for many years preached Hid 
gospel, stood amazed at the ceaseless and exhausting 
tCHl of Mr. Graham and Mr. Ouseley, and the gloriou* 
results which followed in the conviction and conversioil 
of multitudes. Mr» James Benniek, a very excellent 
man, who was then chairman of the Clones distrkt^-i 
a person of long experience, sound understanding, and 
oool judgment— in a letter to Dr. Coke, dated JxUff 
1801, writes thus : — 

" About the latter end of the month of May, the two 
Irish missionaries, brothers Graham and Ouseley, met 
me in CarrigaUen, [a fiiir-town in the county of Leitri]% 
province of Connaught^ about the borders of the 
county, where we had the greatest outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit. Other parts of the circuit they had been? 
m, but had not been here before. Brother Ouseley 
preached, and toward the conclusion a girl was con- 
verted. Next day (Friday) they came to Arvagh, 
and broker Ouseley preached in the market (both of 
the missionaries sitting on horseback, which is their 
usual way) to a great crowd of people, notwithstandmg 
it rained heavily all the time. In the evening bwdwr 
Graham preached in a field about a mile fi^mi this^ 
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and good was done. Next day^ aboat two nuka titt^ 
we were driven into the fields again. Here brother 
Ouaeley preached. Toward the conclusion the crj of 
mourners broke out, and continued until the clouds o£ 
the night drove us into a large bam, where we re- 
mained a long time, and many, I think, were convert- 
ed. But next day surpassed all. Being the sabbath^ 
brother Gmham preached again on a hill, to many 
hundreds, when the cry of mourners broke out agaoi* 
Brother Ouseley preached in the evening to a large 
congregatipn. O, dear sk*, how awful to hear persona 
prying aloud for meicy in the open air; and man^n 
finding the pearl of gteat price 1 I am afraid, sir, dbs 
Irish missionaries have ruined their constitutions." 
. The late Thomas Davis, writing to Dr. Coke, thont 
the same time, expresses himself to this effect: — ^ Fer^ 
mit me, my dear sir, to say something of the Irish 
missionaries, Messrs. Graham and Ouseley. The mighfy 
power of God accompanied their word with such demons 
strative evidence as I have never known, or indeed 
rarely heard oi. I have been present in fiurs.and 
markets while these two blessed men of God, witb 
burning zeal and apostolic #xdor, pcnnted hundreda 
and thousands to the Lamb of God that taketh away, 
the sin of the world. And I have seen the immediate 
fruit of their labor; the aged and the young fiiflia^ 
prostrate in the most public places of concourse, cut t» 
the heart, and refusing to be comforted until they knew 
Jesus and the power of his resurrection. I have known 
aoores of these poor penitents to stand up and witnesa 
a good confession ; and, blessed be God, hundreds of 
them now adorn the gospel of Christ Jesus. These 
two men have been the most iadefatagable in their la* 
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Iwra o£loye to pendmig nnnen Qf any tlial I lurre yet 
known. Frcmi four to six houn they would preach, 
ekhort, Jmd pray ; and next day, perhapa, ride a joiur* 
ney, and encounter the same difficnltiea. Thua, — 

* They scorn their feeble flesh to ^are, 
Regardless of their swift decline.' 

My dear sir, I am wanting both in memofy and Ian* 
goage to set forth the wonders I have seen wrought by 
&e mighty power of the Holy Spirit When I locjc 
at the usefulness of these two dear men, I am humbled 
to the dust ; and, again, when I view them with shat- 
tered frames and wrecked constitutions stepping into 
the grave, I am truly affected.'' 
. Another testimony, if added, will not* be unaccept- 
able to the pious reader. Mr. Geoige Brown, a man 
of eminent piety and sense, writes thus :^->'< August 4, 
1802. Two young men had met in order to fight a duel, 
but were prevented by means of a wall falling on one 
of the spectators, and crushing him to death. Some 
months after this they were converted by means of the 
Irish misaonaries, and joined the society. They now 
walk ifi love as dear comrades in the way to Zion, and 
ace as zealous for God as they had been in ahnost all 
manner of wickedness. At a prayer meeting, which 
te Irish missionaries held in one of our new places, 
fifteen persons were converted. As I could not neglect 
my steted .appointment oi preaching, I spent very little 
time with our dear missionaries last year. Mr. Ouseley 
was three nights with us. In that time twenty-four 
persons, I believe, jEbund redemption in the blood of 
the Lamb, among whom were two Boman Cathq^cs j 
and another was deeply convinced; he is now con- 
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r&rbeA, tad has -withstood iho priest to his hot. T«0 
more of ihem, in the same neighborhood, were eoQ» 
Tinced, and set at liberty while my wife pi»yed with 
tiiem in Irish. [Mrs. Brown was herself a convert 
firom the Church of Borne.] We must confess that 
the Lord has crowned the labors of the regular preach- 
ers in several circuits with great success; neverthe- 
less, under his blessing, I cannot but attribute our late 
extraordinary revivals in the north to the missionaries 
They, sir, have provoked us to jealousy, and made us 
ashamed to stand still, while they labored with all their 
powers, day and night . . . We added two hundred 
and twenly-six to our numbers (on that circuit) last 
year. All glory be to God and the Lamb for evef T 

It win be observed, that the above statements ax^ 
made about a year after the first appointment of these 
men to their mission. Dr. Coke, having heard of the 
gracious efieets produced by their instrumentality, 
wrote to several of the circuit preachers to furnish him 
Inth some details relative to the work' of God. The 
above extracts are from their replies. A letter of Mr. 
Graham to the doctor, in the foHowing March, will 
afford some further description of their labors:— » 

*^ The importance of fur and market preaching never 
appeared to us in a stronger light than it has of late ; 
we can assure you, sir, we have our friends among the! 
Catholics. As we came from the conference, brother- 
Ouseley preached in Oldcastle, in the streets, where 
there were many Catholics; and truly the Lord was 
present, and there was a noise and a shaking, together 
with cries and tears, in the congregatioxi. The Lord 
made it a season of great blessing to the people. 

** Next day, being the market day (^ Ballxjamesdnfi; 
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as ^e passed thi*ougIi, brother Ouseley went to speak 
to tlie market people, who appeared to be like the .tiiirsty 
groand prepared for the falling rain. I was afraid to 
tpttst myself, therefore I did not go to the market till I 
fhonght he stayed too long; and when I came up, I found 
the poor Catholics in tears, some of Ihem sitdng on the 
ground, wringing their hands, and Crying for mercy. 
I could not help speaking a little, and praying with 
fhem, indisposed as I was. We visited Cavan and its 
neighborhood, where a Catholic was converted, whose 
husband and daughter were converted last year. A 
schoolmaster also came to me, inquiring what he should 
do, saying, ' My priest has ordered me to stand in the 
congregation for hearing you.' I said, * Will you stand 
bi^re the congregation to give satisfiiction for your 
attendance on tts ?* He replied, * I never will ; I have 
never known the priest to do any good ; and I see Ihe 
country round blessed by your coming into it' " 
" ** Glory be to God, our Catholic converts are going 
<^ll steadily ; and I trust they will prove a blessing in 
their ftmilies and among their neighbors. Last Thurs- 
d«iy brother Ouscley preached in the fair in this town, 
'and we had a blessed hearing. The truth, when de- 
livered in public, bears down all before it" ' 
A few months after, Mr. Xsrraham again writes : — "I 
know you wXL be glad to hear how we fared in th^ 
south. I had my doubts whether I was adequate to 
the undertaking; but, hoping against hope, in the 
name and strength of the Lord I set out, though I had 
been spitting blood the day before. All glory be to 
God I it was unto me according to my faith ; for of 
eighteen weeks that we were in the south I was not 
to my bed ezcq»t ^ve day»> and liit was oc- 

9 
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owioned hj beavy ool^. 1 doabt net but iiie iMd 
iote&dfl I sbould open the way through the island ^- 
fore he lays me by; for I see clearly this Qut>door 
work will hasten the downfall of Poi)ery. Glory be to 
God for what he hath already done among them ] the 
poor Catliolics ! they have got a spirit of hearing the 
word. We had a blessed prospect on our way to 
Idmerick, preaching in the streets and markets. Even 
IB places where we might have expected nothing but 
persecHtion we saw tjiem weeping and praying in the 
open streets. The Lord was with us; and a great 
work broke out in the country part, about .Limerick. 
A nughty fire has been kindled, and continues burniBg. 
Stmxe Cat^lics have fled from their parents, and left 
allf that they might follow the Saviour. We [Men^rs. 
Grahftm and Ouseley] spent about a month on the 
Ximeriek circuit; and then went to the county of 
Kerry, where there was an outpouriu^ of the gme^ of 
God on all the congregations, and muck good waa dqae. 
We had no opposition, till we came to Tralee, on the 
sabbath ; and here you would have imagined that hell 
was let loose. Though my voice is pretty loud, I cQiyld 
not be heard. S«ch shouting of men, womeii, and 
children, I think I never had heard before. . . , . We 
got the court-house that evening, and a guard of 
soldiers, and preached to many hundreds. Many of 
the Catholics saw clearly that their clexgy designed to 
keep them in the dark. One g£ them said to three 
priests, in whose company he was that night, ^Your 
people are in the dark ; and so w(»dd you have it* 

" From Kerry we went to Skibbereen and its neigh- 
borhood, where many of the poor Catholics attended 
preaciuod^ At eve^ meetis^ we had agracioii^ viub^gr- 
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BAj) the wliok oaoskisty a|^«red to be alttwed. W« 
preached in the naaiket of 8kibbereen, aad had an at- 
tentive hearing. Next day, being the sabbath, the poor 
Catholics flocked in himdreda itent us ; when a priest 
came np, riding furiotisly through Ihe people, and 
hiahing with hiaNwhip on every hand, like a moviless 
tyrant The people ran from him, and, the crowd 
being great, were tmnbled one over anothor. After he 
had diq^ereed th»n, he called tibem to the chapel, and 
leotured them. A Catholic gentleman, a magiatraie, 
who met him, severdy reprehended him, and said ha 
. would write to his biabop, and have him discarded. 
This, I believe, was one of the wont daya die prieato 
ever beheld; fi>r all the peoi^e seemed to be cast down 
because of hia conduct We kept onr ground, and 
preached after the hurry was over ; and not in vaio« 
Many oi the pow Calholica came to hear ns, both in 
the slreet and in the preaching house, and were gready 
b^^ken down : 8<Mne of the poor creatures said th^ 
would f(^w us throng the world. In Bantry we 
had a good luue^ both in the market and on the sab- 
bath^y. We had no persecution here, but from an 
old woman, who made a loud noise in the market, and 
cimie out also on the aabbath-day; but one of our 
fikfnda put her to silence. I thou^t Satan was very 
destitute of fiiends when he had none to bring forward 
but th^ poor individnaL The power of the Lord fell 
tt%ht3y on the people. A Catholic young woman 
eried out, being no longer able to restrain herself.*^ 

WhJle ther& were many hostfle to the word, yet 
were favcwable openings presented for pubiiahing to 
mnWlodea ef ignannt, lost ainnera, the £^ tidings ^ 
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great joy, in the name of the Lord Jesus ; and matiy 
fell, power^illy convinced, before the word, and iheb 
believed, and received it with joy, to the salvation of 
their sools. 

" Deep wounded by the Spirit's word, 
And ttien by Gilead's balm restored.** 

*^ In Brandon,** continues Mr. Graham, ^ we had a 

powerful time. Mr^ joiued us ; and for ox Or 

seven days we labored in the streets, and in and about 
the town; and the Lord blessed our labors. I received 
a letter, informing me that my dear partner was dying^ 
and I was called to hasten home. We took Kinsale 
and Co]4c on our way home ; and sounded an alarm in 
the streets and markets, which I trust has awakened 
some o£ the dead. We rode from Cork to Monaghaitf 
[the place of Messrs. Graham and Ouseley's nominal 
residence] in five days and a hdf, one hundred and 
seventy-six miles [Irish, or about two hundred and 
twenty-four English miles.] When I got home, I tond 
my dear afflicted partner just recovered from the jaw4 
of death. And now we are about to set out for Limeriel^ 
and Cork again, as they think we have not given them 
half enough of our time. From Cork we intend to 
vbit Waterford and Yonghal, and other places irhtm 
we have not yet been, and continue until June.** 

The fellow-laborers, Messrs. Graham and Ousel^y 
had just returned from a tour of eighteen weeks, 
through the south ; and now, after a short interval of 
alternate kbor and rest, we find them preparing fin^ 
another journey through Munster, which occopied at 
least three months, and which was prosecuted in the 
same undeviattng and faithful manner. Brief a» are 
the records of the labors of the Irish missioDKriet dm**- 
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iag this period, they are importaiit. A Yevy graciooi 
xe^iTil of rel^on took place at this time on 1^ Water- 
^rd drotiit The two miflsionaries viated it daring 
this tour ; and by preaching in the public streets, as 
well as by their other ministrations, greatly assisted in 
the good work. Mr. Lanktree writes : — ^' We had at 
this season a idsit from the Irish missionaries, Graham 
and Ouseley. I took my stand with them, on horse- 
beck, in the street of Clonmel. ' They were riolently 
^poeed by a rude mob ; but they preached, notwith- 
9tattding, with fearless fid^ty. The champions for an 
procured a sort of mad person, and set him np to 
preach, in dezisicm, but he did litde harm. Next day, 
lieweyer, they seemed determined on hostility; and at 
the ^e of preaching advanced, blowing a horn to c<d« 
leot iheir^yrces. Some influential Quakers interfered, 
aad frustrated their deagns by applying to the magis- 
trate, and procuring his protection. On the third day 
we again proceeded to the stf^t, on horseback. After 
pveadung commenced, some impudent women began 
an attack with bitter . and wicked words, who were 
'aoem sSenced by a powerful address l2y Mr. Onseley. 
Hie men next advanced, the most forward of whom 
stooped to procure stones or dirt to throw in our faces ; 
but received some smart chastisement from the soldiers, 
attd were taken to prison. Another attack was made 
QSk them, when leaving town ; but they received little 
il^ury. Through the goodness of God, their visit 
tended very much to promote the cause of truth at 
Qonm^ In Waterford also, both in pnbtic and pri* 
Yttte, their word was with power." 

. Whenever the nussionaries appeared, according to 
tiie testimony of ey^-mtnesses, 1^ usual order of their 
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stings inis laid aside. The spirit of convicttott 
seked the congregations^ ^e ta On the day of Fente^ 
cost : the people were not ashamed to fall down in the 
streets, and cry aloud for mercy. Sunday after Sun- 
day, inunediately at the close of church service, would 
they take their stand in the streets, and preach to vast 
erowds of Protestants and Romanists ; and, after re- 
tiring feook the public places, continue at their holy 
toil till a late hour at night Such were the gracious 
effects produced by their visits to the regular circuits 
tiiat some of the preachers wrote to Dr. Coke, implor^ 
ing Mm to use his influence with Messrs. Graham and 
Ouaeley, to cause them to re\4at the scenes of thehr 
fiirmer labor ; evidentiy longing for such firurts as they 
had already witnessed under the ministr y of the Irish 
mi8si0narie& Tours, &c. 



LETTER Vn. 

A SHf» field of labor tmtgand the tabdonaaife^ miited Co (he (aate of Mr. Ooadey— ' 
SocMM of MneC pnMMog i» EMfap*itlo<— AMamplBd pw— irtio»laWti[aiiil Hi' ' 
IfMt of a letter from Mr. Onaeley to Ds. Coke^CeawleH and divmriflad labon of* 
nbrfonaiifl*— Praaeh ia wreral town* in tbff coaattet of Widfow and Wexford— 
HaeksMowo— Pdeai't thnata of poaaBoe Bribe ofleied m y oo f wom— te Wtigtm^ 
back to mnw S uch eSbrta niUi— Penecotion in Kilkenny— Mr. OuMley WTereljr 
bfuiied— Eieapea the lad^WtlMe to the RomaB Ca«hoifc fafabop— Confereaee 
Addrav— Mr. 0«el«jr labon aaothw year with Miw Ctehem— Mela Iha «aai«l- 
■oltaUe tracts for general dietribudon— Complaina to Dr. Coke on the sotjectr— Hk 
letter manlfeirte gnat aoateaew—Commeaae» another year*i work rnidep hepefbl tan* 
pulaea— Great numbers of Reman Catholics hear the irord With IneiwAg atlhiiiiea ■■ 
Se? oral Join weiety— Sketch of the labon and aacceea of Mean. Ooadey and Oiaham 
^Period of theb aMcMon hi d» 



Mt DeaIi Tnixm>y — ^At the conference of 180f, Itfr. 
Ouseley was again appointed with 1&. Graham to the 
Irish mission. With the exception of the couirty of 
GlaMy wla^ wa» altaw&ed Uy^ Coaiueugftt ttdsnott, 
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ih^ M^ of labor a«^;iittd iiieia coiafveheiMied fihi 
proTincea of Leiaster^ Muntter, and Ulster. Thm« 
was nothing so suited the yiews and taste of Mr. Ome^ 
ley- as a wide and unrestricted range among his coantrf'* 
man. The first attentioii o£ the missionajies waatiiis 
year, however, directed to the districts of coontry m 
which rebeUion had some time beibre n^;ed with yk^ 
lence. The coaaties of Wicklow, Wexford^ KUdare, 
Carlow, and Kilkennjt '^B'^erB snccefsiviriy visitod b^ 
titem, where they boldly and f^uAliAilly prea<A«d tlMr 
gospel of the meeb and merciful Bedeemer, in the very 
streets whicb had flowed witk human Idood. Xhv 
flrst visit which tiiey paid to the town of Enn is c ottfy 
was attended with signal success Mounted on honai^ 
with iheir black ^uips 0% they jproceeded to the primnw 
pal streets: the furst hymn had a wondezfiil effect f thd 
word fell powerAdly <m the orowds who heard; said 
some of the blessed fruks of that day's pveaehing^ tor 
my knowledge, continue to the pfosent time* Th^ 
seem to have had no intemqitkm in Ennisoortiiyy bat 
in Wexford, whidier they proceeded, and wWe in 
like manner they prosectited their iasportant itaskf 
they met some slight opposition. While Mr. Ousefoy 
ms pMaching id the latter towfi, ia Hkb stred, a man 
i^o was warking on a scaffoli pelted him witk stoncv 
and ruhbidi. A stojsdy penon, who heard wilk fstat 
interest, not wSHng to idlow the preach^ to be intar» 
ra|»ted or injured, ran to the ladd»; attaeharl to tin 
scaffold, and threatened tp daah ifaa usifottiiiiaite nMaa 
down if he persiaked « but Mr« Ouseley iaiietpasedf and. 
nnldly said* ''Let Mas afe9%£Drk& knows not wbiith* 
does.'' 
By an eztniet tan »Mar ^Un &tfs^i,wi»9tk 
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to Dr. Coke, dsted, Ail^; Jamuury 14th; 1803, a judg^ 
ment may be fbrmed of iiheir proceedii^ tJmwgh Um 
year; of thdr diyersified and ceaseless labors; tkd 
numerous places they visited ; the mode of their minss^ 
tradons ; the p^ils they encountered ; the treatment 
they experienced ; and the gracious effects which in 
some instances followed their {mous toils: — 
, **I know, you will be gratified at hearing frcm wb 
We are just setting out again, having take£ alitlie rest 
after our last tour, in which, I have the happiness 4« 
tell you, our God whom we serve has been powerftdl^i^ 
with us. We preached through the counties of Wtefe» 
low and Wexford, in most of the towns. We preachecl 
nineteen times in the streets of sixteen different towBS^ 
and in houses, both in the towns and in the country.'' 
Both CathoHcs and Protestants have heard us witii ihv 
deepest attention, and often with Bowing tears. Thar 
priests, however, exercise great authoriiy over themia: 
this country ; yet Utej heard, and allowed it to be the^ 
truth ; and wherever any of them would fain malce any^: 
disturbance there were others to keep them . quiet-^ 
several of them here and there seemed to have been: 
much awakened. 

" In Hacketstown, after mass, we went out to the crav 
with our caps on us. I do not know when my kiM»' 
so trembled ; the street was full of pec^e ; they made, 
way for us through them; and when we stood to 
preach, surrounded us in great crowds. The prieat 
came toward us, and the people seemed somewhat 
uneasy ; but he passed by quietly, and they stood stilL 
Surely many hearts seemed powerfully to feel tha 
force of divine jbnith. I had a letter since fixsn tiiat 
F^ace, saying the pec^ greatly wished our ratom; 
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and aliOy Hiftt the pristib is using' every art, by ibrettten- 
iags, pMuttces, itc^ to deter his peof^e from ever 
hisaniig us again. I dispersed many little tracts 
among them everywhere. 

'^In another little town called Fethard, county of 
Wexford, there were twa Cath(^ maid servants where 
we lodged; one of &em had taken a thought after 
the rebdlion not to go to mass any more, and so went 
to chnrc^ for a good while ; but when h^ friends 
fimnd it out, after using many ways, but in vain, to 
prevent her, they at last, by some art, got her to where 
they had a priest; after much counsel, etc, he gave 
her Oaee guineas, which they had given him in order 
to get her back to the mass ; so they for that time pre- 
vailed. When I went down to the kitchen, as I gen^. 
nily do, I began to speak to her, and she burst into 
taars, as did the other girl also; who was very bigoted 
before. Next morning, at prayer, they both wept very 
mnch ; and the ligoted one was so affected that we 
had to pray again with her. Afterward I went up 
stairs, and overheard the two girls talking to eaeh 
other-— one advising the other to break off at once 
fixNn the mass, and telling each other how their hearts 
ncro penetrated. One of the two— the one that was 
be«|^t off befi>re-~came i^r us four milea that night 
torpreaching, and wept all the time. I know not how 
things have gone since, but hope the Lord will water 
- tibe.ieed. Anotiier Cathdic, in another part, joined 
liie society, and is heading on her way. I hope many 
more have received the seed of the kingdom ; but we 
had:not time to wait and. see. 

"We preached in ti^e midst of the streets of Wex- 
fixd^tiie people were awe4 into the most uncommon 
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alteftlioii ; and at idglit &e home was filled, wlMn ne 
had deep attentioB, and an appearance of mn^ good* 
In short, the Lord opened our way all alcmg till we 
came to Kilkenny ; but here, indeed, they seemed bent 
upon murdering us in the streets. Brother Graham 
was not hurt; but I got sevecal bruises; yet they did 
me no great harm. Had we not turned into the bar- 
rack, I suppose we could not have escaped. You would 
imagine the whole town was in an uproar — such shout- 
ing and flinging of stones, &c., as was fearful to witness. 
The mayor and the commanding officer came forward 
and escorted us out of town ; but they could hardly 
keep back the rabble ; some of them even went oa^ 
and from behind the ditches, after we got away from 
the town, attempted to stone us again ;. but they did ua 
no hum, thanks to our God. I greatly pitied them,, 
fbr they knew not what they were doing; and, unless, 
tiie gospel were thus paUicly jMreached, how thonld 
they ever see the light thereof 1 I wrote to the Cathoiis. 
iMshop, and laid tiie barbarity of his people before lm% 
with some mild expostulations, and inclosed him a 
couple of the papers I distributed among the people. 
There has been good account from Connai^ht, and. 
the county of Clare. After our escape, we preached 
again in the streets of Athy, and had a blessed time. 
The priest is quite mad at his people for hearing us; 
but, I am told, they say they will come again. We are 
gi^ady worn down ; brother Graham had to keep his 
b«d for some days after we returned to Dublin. Our 
^•inilies are there now. Our health is pretty good at 
present We mean to be here this night and to-mor> 
'^osw. Brother Graham j<»ns in lave ta yon." 
^o ae the abcnre letter seema pregnant witii iater«i^ 
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not only as it describes the work, and a^rdi & fMctott 
of flie man; but as it is the Ja^ of a seones of eonmii* 
nications relaliTe to the same importaht sabject, reach* 
ing from January, 1808, to February, 1889. * 

The grace of God in the success attending the mini** 
try of his servants at this time is grateMiy acknowledged 
in the Address of the insh to the British Conference :— • 
" That gracious Providence, irho has so h%hiy ficvored 
us hitherto, has been peculiarly gracious to our con* 
nection this last year ; fi)r idthough there was not so 
large an addition to our societies as in the year iauoM* 
diately preceding, yejt there was a most blessed wotk 
indeed ; two thousand souls and upward b^ng added 
to our number; among whom were several of tiicr 
poor Catholics, who were rescued from the errors dT 
superstition, aiid brou^ to wordiip God in i^irit and 
in truth." 

Mr. Ouseley contmued to travel in conjunetioa w^ 
Mr. Graham during the next year; and they werer 
destined to go through the counties of Limeric^y Tip* 
perary. Mayo, Galway, and Clare. At the oonfiwence 
of 1804 they were, for the sixth time, appointed to* 
gether. Their field of labor for that year comprised 
the provinces of Connaught and Letnster; and they 
prosecuted their work with unabated zeal and energy* 

Mr. Quseley had for a long time felt the want of as 
additional means of instruction in connection with the 
preaching of the word-^the circulation jof properiy 
selected tracts among tbe people, as he traveled aloo^ 
fliat tiiey nnght be guard^ against the insidious 9i^ 
tacks of error, and recerre confirmation in the truthrt 
of i^e gospel which they had heasd, and by whieli 
Mfty of them had in tome degree been enfi^btened» 
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He hid, as oecadon required, written a letter to a 
prieet or bishop of the Church of Borne ; but it does 
not appear that he had yet published any tracts, either 
contrbyersial or otherwise, such as afterward issued 
ftom his pen. Indeed, his incessant and anxious work 
as a traveling missionary left no leisure for anything 
of this kind. He, however, happily conceived the cha- 
racter of the brief works which would be best adapted 
to the moral condition of the people. He bad again 
and again, in former communications to the Bevl Dr. 
Coke, pressed him for a supply of tracts; and, in a 
letter, dated, Dublin, August 1, 1804, he points out 
the necessity of tiiis means of instruction; suggests the 
description of tracts which were suited to the wants, 
and even prejudices, of the Irish; and strongly and 
warmly requests a supply for the purpose : — " I would 
greatly wish that a number of well-chosen, dispassionate 
fitde traets, were sent to us ; calculated by no means to 
irritate, but to carry conviction to the heart, and gently 
to remove error in a way of plain reasoning. I think 
Tillotson's Sermon on Transubstantiation would be 
very useful, if carefolly perused and abridged, leaving 
out every word that savored of ill-nature, ridicule, <Mr 
contempt, &c. I do think it would greatly add to it, 
and render it still more useful, if, in the foregoing part 
of the same, the sinner's state and danger by nature 
and practioe be laid down in as small a compass as 
possible, together with the only way of his recovery, 
and tiiie steps to this — salvation, repentance, faith in 
the Lord our Redeemer, and holiness of heart and 
life ; and to have these truths substantiated, not only 
hy Scripture authority, in a few words, but also by a 
few quotations fitjm flome of the eminent fetbers, and 
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oHier TcfpA, Brotestant, Cahibki, or dissenting di- 
Yines. I am mire an attempt of this kind would be 
gratefiil to our God, and perhaps of everlasting profit 
to numbers ; and I need not say how joyfully I would 
do my part to spread them along. I also think Mr. 
Wesley's Popery Calmly Considered, revised, and 
freed of some poignant expressions, would do good, 
if sdd by our preachers through the kingdom. I 
would gladly spread a tract on the necessity of read- 
ing and kno^ng tiie Scriptures, in order to obtain a 
knowledge of the divine mind, &c. ; with some few 
strong dispasnonate ailments for its authenticity; 
and some authority from the fathers, so called, to urge 
the reading of this blessed book : I am almost sure it 
would be very profitable, and would make way for the 
spreading of Bibles and Testaments. May our God 
stir up many to exert their talents in helping to dis- 
perse the gross and general daikness that has so long 
overspread the nations, and particularly our poor Ire- 
land I We have to praise his holy name for those on 
each side the water, but especially on that who are al- 
ready moved toward this glorious work.** 

Mr. Ouseley commences this year under hopeful 
iippulses, and determines to visit those places where 
success had crowned their efforts the preceding year. 
He says, — ^** We have delayed a few days longer than 
we expected. We mean to set out fbr our destination 
to^norrow; to Wicklow and Wexford first Brother 
Graham is blessedly recovered. I hope we shall have 
a good year. This morning, before I awoke, I dreamed 
I was preaching and weeping over poor anners; I 
have often found it so these five years past, when a 
work of God was about to take place. I hope out 



dear &iend0 and braUiren will, as I beltevd th^sr:^, 
contuaue to heig us with their constant pfayoiv* I 
heard of a few Catholics over here that were stirred 
up to read the Bible ; I hope the little hand will yet 
become a great cloud. A few days ago I was talking 
to a lady from the county of Kerry, a port that we only 
visited once, and that about two and a half years since ; 
she told me of two Catholics near the little village she 
lived in who had turned from Popery when we w«re 
there : one a poor man ; he is hi^py in God, and bears 
up against a flood of persecution ; the other, a gentle- 
man, who is now a constant Churchman, though -Qot 
so pious as the poor man. I hope many here and 
there, that we know nothing of now, will yet appeiir; 
and many, many in the day of the Lord. I hope to 
meet yours in Enniscorthy. By a letter from Boss, 
received two days ago, I leam that some, who were 
awakened when we were there, have joined the fo- 
cieiy, and are appearing to' do well." 

Af)ier visiting the counties of Wicklow and We9lbvd, 
they proceeded to Cariow, Kilkenny, &c., where they 
were favored with a very different reception from that 
which has been already mentioned by Mr. Ousfiley. 
Now both cleigy and laity, to their honor, hailed the 
visit of God's servants. Mr. Lanktree observes ;■— 

<< We were now visited by the Irish missionaries, 
Graham and Ouseley. Their preaching in tbe.oolr 
liery was attended with the power of God, and pse- 
judice and oppositicm were borne down by the inflneace 
of truth and love. In Cariow, while they preached in 
the street and chapel, the word of life was blessedly 
triumphant After I had read and explained the rules 
^ oqr society, and invited those who were convinoed 
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-lOf' jttii to neet ^ trfd, t#eiify poiOBs fcve in their 
namet ftr thai; parpoee. In Kilkeoay, lAtace the mis- 
fltonaiies were fohiMrij' ifl-larested, tkey «we now 
Ihottored. 

^ T%e first person who attempted disturbanoe was 
oidered into oonfinement hy 'Mr, Edmnns, the mayor. 
The pknis clexgy and cborch pec^le magnified iS^e 
grace oTGod in his servants, who preached in pabHc 
and private, enjoying the most ample protectimi, while 
^'tfae word of tibte Lord had free conrse, and was glo- 
ttfied.' After their departai«, a vestry meeting was 
held in SU Mary's Chnrch, where a vote (^thanks was 
voieA to the^ mayor, which was afterward published in 
4he newspapers, fin* hi» manly and Christian -condnet on 
'that oceaaion." 

They labored €Hi through tiiis yearj and were gt»- 
«iouflly aeknowlec^^ in every place. Some of the 
'drenits were peeoUarly visited by the power and pra- 
aence of God ; and the regolar preachers re^oed to 
yeeognize the hand of the Lord accompanying his 
honored sc^rvants in their evangeUcal and arduous toU. 
In the tnoalh of May, 1805, they .paid uiodier visit to 
littt country, *^ when several memben w^re added to 
the society." Mr. Onseley, in a letter to Mr. Bntwisle, 
(with whom, in the absence of Dr. Cc^e, he corre»- 
^poadsd,) gives a brief statement how tiie work suo* 
ceedod that year. This letter was aceorapanied with 
an aceoant of expenses, in Mr. Ouseley's haad-wxitingv 
with a characteristic heading, which, thoo^ small in 
itself, I cvmoi suppress ; and, as it gives indications of 
tiie deep impressioBi on his mind of his peculiar call, I 
conceive it not unworthy of notice : ^^ A list of ezpen* 
aes, from the List conference, in July, 1804, to the liMi 
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of May, 180d, as inemred b]r Gideon Odsdey, nlfnter 
ofdu) gospel to the Irish CathoUcs." The wlwle teftMr 
— an extract ham which I give — while it expresses ibe 
utmost abhorrence and disgust for the dire system by 
which Ihe dopes of Popery were deluded, breathes 
naught but kindness for those who were eiidaved, aiHl 
joy at another and another being rescued from Ae 
foul bondage. 

" We have returned," says Mr. Ouseley, " from the 
country, to rest a little* We had much preaching in 
the streets these five weeks past Tlus is a fine time to 
be preaching among the Boman Catlu^cs; they toe 
still increasing in munbers, and in i^parent good-wiU^ 
to hear us. I have had a letter from a town I had 
been in, and one from another little village. Thttt 
from the former says the society increased ten or twelve 
after I left them; six of whom were Romanists. In 
the latter place, thirty had joined the morning I left itr: 
two were Rcnuanists. The letter from it says thei^ 
is a great revival, and they are doing welL In anotheir 
town, Carrick on Shanncm, county orLeitrim^ twentj^ 
one joined the last morning I preached there. Broths 
Graham was then in Boyle. In short, I can truly sny, 
the Lord was with us in all the towns, streets, and 
markets; and do hope that much good is done. I 
thank you for your letter. Please tell Mr. Butter- 
worth I received Ins letter, &c. I wrote twice to the 
doctor; but perhi^s hei^as so hurried as not to havd 
time to answer it ; or, if he wrote, I did not get it 
When I came home, I was quite exhausted : have been 
a little afflicted, too. We are now recovered muchj 
thanks to our God I and intend to go out next w«i&k 
ai^UBi" 
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^ W^ baTe Utiierto sera fhe aflooiated labon of 
H«a»T8. Onseley and Graliaiii. For six yean did they 
faitbfnlly and inceaBantly parsue ihdr toibome, penioni, 
and prosperous coarse. The whole of the kingdom, 
east^and west, north and sooth, witn ooood tbeir sealf 
and rejoiced in the frait which the great Head of the 
ehurch Toachsafed to their ministrations. 

The preaching of these fiiithM men was attended 
with like gracions results in OTery place. In many 
instances the Bomish clergy themseWes mixed witii 
the listening mnltttades, and heard in rilent wonder 
the word of the Lord ; and when any of them inter* 
posed, as they sometimes did, to excite a lawless mnl« 
titttde against God's serrantd, and to disperse their 
CMogregations, though they occasionally succeeded in 
their designs, yet fi^<]Uently vain and impotent were 
tbeir efforts to prevent their flocks from hearing the 
truth, when preached to them in the streets, in their 
own loved language. Not all thdr influence — iSttoof^ 
invested with the imposing robes of their order, claim- 
ing the authority which in&Uibility and antiquity con- 
fer,, with the power to shut and open beaven— could 
pteveat thousands and tens <^ thousands from hearing 
liie unadulterated gospel from the lips of ike Irish mis- 
sionaries. And thus these inde&tigable men went on 
in their hallowed work, receiving daily new evidences 
of die validity of their call, and encouraged by cheer- 
ing indications of the presence of their divine MastM*, 
in the protection of their persons by his providence, 
and the power of his Spirit in awakening and convert- 
ing sinners by their ministry. For several saccessiva 
months, as may be percMved, did they deny thenmlvea 
all the comforts of home ; exposed to the rigors of 
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iviiitM and the heats of BOimner ; subjected to niun^Dns 
priyalioiis ao^ hardships, and liable to indescribable 
persecutions and perils. And such were their travels 
and preaching — ^in the markets and fairs by day ; and 
in ehapeb, preaehing houses, court houses, and bams, 
by night ; and frequently in the open fields, until ihe 
shades of evening — that their brethren deemed it im- 
possible they could long exist *, that they must, under 
-0ueh wasting and incessant exertions, become victims 
.to their godly zeal^ With littie variation, the tender 
address to the Tnjan hero might have been adopted 
.mth regard to these servants of God : 

*' For surd such labor length of Ufa denies ; 
And ye must fall, your virtue's sacrifice." 

But God saw far otherwise : ^* For my thoughts are not 
your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith 
the Lord." The great Head of the church, who h^ 
by his good Spirit . inspired them with an int^ase 
ardor for his glory, and for the salvation of man, 
. had also blessed them with a strength of constitution to 
■ endure varied and increasing toils through future times 
-—Mr. Graham for nearly twenty, and Mr. Ousel^, 
in labors more abundant, for a period of nearly ffxtiy 
years. The cpnference deemed it expedient,. £>r t^e 
purpose of more effectually extending the work, to 
divide these men, and unite each in bis appointment 
with a misrionary who could only preach in the English 
language. By this judicious arrangement, the united 
brothers in the ministry, who had become attached to 
one another by a thousand* tender and endearing re- 
miniscenses, are destined to separate ; and must now 
move and act in different sph^ws in the same gnat 
and glorious enterprise. Yours, &c. 
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LETTER Vm. 

'Mr. OmtHey*» appointment— Mr. WmiamHamOtoa— State of religton h the motnpoAi 
■ - Mhiiniiaiy |»ogra»— PeaMadon at Cutlov^Niixovlf eacapea with Ur ttb» 
Frieat^ oppiearioo— Miauooajy exeitiona not cooflned to Roman CathoUca — ^Mr. 
Ouadey appeab finr tia«ta— Instance of his mode of preacbfaig>->Scene at Brogbeda^— 
EiMonxi^iag opraiaga hi Cariow, KiUoennj, Ac— Mr. Ousdaj in Ua native jiwiflaMii 
^>ceamneea there — Sligo—Suceeasfol operations tlxre— Addreas of the eonferene^— 
Brief skalch of ]i&. Ouseiey'i mode of irorUaf— Intereatinf inddent— Mr. Ouael^ft 

. tMC to a noblemaa^-Freachla; to the Thiieslken^-Coiivenions Ikom Romnniaaa Owl 
meeting in the Tillage church of Easky. 

My Dear FsiEm), — ^Mr. Ousdey was next appointed 
with Mr. William Hamilton, who was a fidthfiil man, 
well adapted to the place which he had to fill as a 
jninister in &e church of Christ His gifts were of a 
peculiar order, not easily delineated. He was aimplQ, 
,yiet ingenious : though cool and imperturbable himself, 
yet possessing great power over the passions ; so that 
while enunciating truth in the most artless strain he 
would produce surprising effect on his audience, either 
in warning them against the dangerous consequences 
of sin, or winning them to the glorious end of goapel 
Ikdiaess. As a scribe instructed into the kingdom of 
h^eavQi, he broi^ht forth out of his treasure thiiE^ new 
and <dd. He was apt to teaeh ; patient, zealous, and 
persevering. His discourses were attractive and edi- 
fying, and characterized by origiDality of thought ; and 
ids illustrations, though sometimes quaint, seldom failed 
to fix attention, and leave a lasting impression on tiie 
memory and the heart. You will have an opportunity 
of fi)i;ming a notion of his style and character by two 
or three brief extracts from his letters, which shall by 
and by appear. Such was the man who was to supply 
the place of Charles Graham in connection, with Mr. 



.1 



148 MSlf OKIAL OF GCDBOir .OTTSSLST. 

Otueley ; and we shall soon see the wisdom of Frori- 
dence in the appointment 

From the details which have been made, and the 
progress of the mission in which Mr. Ouseley was en- 
gaged, you might naturally suppose that considerabid 
effects were produced among all classes in the religious 
world. In some instances this was the case: manjr 
excellent men among the'*clergy were excited to a 
godly emulation, who, far from regarding the work 
with an eye of jealousy, cordially and kindly held out 
the right hand of fellowship to the missionaries and 
the Methodist preachers. Several gratifying instances 
of this may be seen in the Rev. Matthew Lanktree's 
Biographical Narrative, from which I have ah^ady 
quoted ; and, in connection with the name of Ouseley, 
I shall, in the progress of these details, take a further 
liberty with that interesting and excellent work. 

According to the statements of some pious persons, 
the'character of religion in the metropolis at the be- 
ginning of this century was lamentably low ; and, with 
very few exceptions, the country did not exhibit a 
much more cheering aspect. The biographer of tEe 
Bev. B. W. Mathias places on record some facts in 
connection with the spiritual condition of the churches 
there, even when " some years of the present ccntuiy 
had elapsed ;" accounts which I would not have ven- 
tured to originate, and which are here adverted to for 
no invidious purpose. A pious fiiend, writing to Mr. 
Mathias, then a curate in a parish in the county of 
Down, draws a deplorable picture of the period of 
which we now speak ; he says : " You are aware that 
Mr. Hartley [Moravian minister] leaves Dublin ; who 
his successor may be is unknown, and we can only 
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ibope tliat he may preach the gospel. Flunket-strcet 
[Independent] is a close church, and the preaching in 
it is dogmatical declamation in favor of speculative 
points and forms, instead of upholding the great and 
essential truths of the gospel. Swift's Alley congrega- 
tion [Baptist] have split on the essential doctrines of 
the divinity and atonement The Seceders of Mass 
Lane have no meeting-house, and those of Back Lane 
no minister: and, alas! the gospel in Mary's Abbey 
f Orthodox Presbyterian church] is not that gospel 
under which vital religion can hope to flourish ; it is 
too often preached as a mixed gospel, and too oft;en 
prophesieth smooth things : and as to all other dissenir 
ihg houses, gross error binds the ministers, and gross 
darkness the people. And if we turn our view to the 
Establishment, where shall we find anything of the 
gospel, except in the liturgy and prayers of the church ? 
Not one to testify the truth as it is in Jesus, save an 
occasional sermon from any gospel minister who may 
visit the city, and perchance obtain a pulpit. Is not 
this a dreadful situation for so populous and vdcked a 
city to be reduced to ? And although we have been 
and are chastised for our sins by this sore visitation, 
yet we trust the candlestick will not be utterly taken 
away from us."* 

* It is a matter of regret that the correspondent of Mr. Mathias 
<Ud not take a less desponding Tiew of the spiritual destitution of the 
churches in the metropolis. There may have been, tiiough not pro- 
nouncing his shibboleth, seven thousand men who had not bowed 
their knees to Baal. At the period of which lie speaks, there were 
more than eleven hundred in the Methodist society ; besides several 
large and commodious chapels, crowded with attentive and devout, 
hearers, who statedly sat under the ministry of Messrs. William 
Smith, Charles Mayne, WUliam Stewart, and other ablemini»tei»- 
at the New Testsment. 
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Mr. Mathias, in a letter to Mr. Walker, abont iSbm 
same time, says : — ^' I am anxious about the use thtt 
sliall be made of a place [the Bethesda] that has hi- 
therto been the only house in DubHn connected Tfilli 
the Establishment in which the gospel has been statedly 
preached, and which, I candidly confess, I should be 
very sorry to see changed fnxn the plan on which ik 
was originally opened." And when Uiat eminent and 
deservedly popular minister toc^ possession of hig 
charge in the *^ Bethesda," in 1805, the congregatioD. 
was very small, scarcely amounting to fifty persons. 
He was inhibited from preaching in the churches in 
Dublin. It was contrary to the positive directions of 
the then provost of Trinity College that any of the 
students should attend the Bethesda, and it was not 
until the year 1828 that Mr. Mathias was licensed by- 
Archbishop Magee. — See Memorial of Bev. W. B^ 
Mathias, pp. 149, 228. 

The period referred to was equally barren as to 
public institutions {at the instruction of the young, or 
for the diffusion of evangelical knowledge throughout 
the land. "At the time Mr. Mathias and the Ser. 
W. Thorpe became chaplsdns of Bethesda, the only 
society in Dublin which was connected with the EstSr 
blished Church, and seemed to have any care lor ink- 
mortal souls, was *The Society for Discountenancing 
Vice, &c. ;' but at that time it excited comparatiyely 
little interest, and did not meet with the support it se 
fully merited, and which has since made it so usefuL" 
The Methodist Irish missionaries had now been far 
several years passing through evil report and good re* 
port, and, in conjunction with the preaidiers on the 
i^egular circuitSi had created a spirit of iaqnizy, eTia 
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^Actte ilien* instrnmentality was not acknowledged. 
Th/e BeT. George Carr of Boss and the Eev. Thomas 
"KeBy were among the honored names that favored 
tiie Irish miBsionariefl. Mr. Kelly at this time gave 
Mr. Onseley several hundred copies of the tract com- 
prising extracts irom the Hfe and epistles of St Peter, 
mnd several hundreds of useful miscellaneous tracts, 
Mkt less than a thousand altogether, for the purpose of 
em^ulating among the congregations which attended 
fureaehing in the streets. Mr. Carr, in like manner, 
gave a condderable numlier for the same purpose. 
These were consSdered of great importance by Mr; 
Ouseley, and were received by the crowds attending 
the ministry of the missionaries with the greatest ea- 
^mesB, tmd read with delight. 
' In a part of Leinster south of BubEn, wonderfldly 
gracious effects foflowed the preaching of the word ; 
in one cii^uit alone, not less than one hundred joined 
•ociety, through the means of the missionaries, in a 
idiort tune, many of whom were Bomanists, and, wheix 
oonverted, were not ashamed, in the midst of con- 
tnanely and persecution, to acknowledge Christ In 
•he town not less than half a score joined sociefy. in 
$h» autimm of this year Mr. Ouseley narrowly escaped 
with his Hfe. He commenced preaching in the streets 
of Cariow on the Lord's day, before the time the 
church congregation had reached the place in which 
he stood : the streets ^ere filled with country laborers, 
who had, as is common in the south of Ireland, crowded 
into town to look for employment, with their reaping- 
hocikB over their shoulders; several rushed on Mr. 
Ouseley, determined, it would seem, to destroy him, 
M «fineii% man, a saddfer, near whose Iipwie hs 
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■tood, opened the lower half door of his ahap, 
dragged him in from tiie mob. In a short tune tibt 
military marched from church, when Mr. Onseley ro>> 
commenced, and preached his aenn<Hi to an attentire 
congregation. 

A short time a^r this, in a letter to Dr. Coke, be 
speaks under circumstances of great encouragement 
concerning the numbers, both Protestants and Bomaor 
ists, that had joined society in the south, and of their 
steadfastness in the faith. In a letter from him, in 
January, 1806, written £rom Coranary, near Coota- 
hill, in the county of Cavan, he mentions ihe YmA 
crowds that thronged the streets to hear them, and 
the eagerness which they manifested, in the markeii' 
and fairs after preaching, in receiving the tracts whicli 
were scattered among them ; and ^^ though the weather 
was so severe, it was surely plea^ng and astonishing 
to see the vast crowds hearing, while the snow, and 
sometimes rain and snow, descended upon them^ and 
now," Mr. Ouseley adds, " they are come to this, thsl 
they can, calmly, and without the least symptom o£. 
displeasure, hear the most profound mysteries and per. 
culiarities of their religion opened up and exposed^ 
supposing it to be done in loye and tenderness.'* J£.ik 
were not so serious a matter, it really would be amus? 
ing, to think of the mysteries which he would thua 
c^n up with ^^ tenderness and love.*' He would reo-^ 
son with them, and they would bear it, that no frail 
sinner or mortal man could create Christ of a bit of 
bread; that it is all invention and finesse to obtain 
power, honor, and profit ; and that no informed priest 
believed a single tittle of what he himself taught. 
*' weze the powerful axguments used by him Oft 
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fooie ocoaauMifly and detiyered in luch a torrent of left- 
■oning, with tears streaming down bis cheeks, thai it 
was absolntely irresistible. In one parish, in the connty 
of Cavan, the priest oppressed the peofde by deMing 
their ^^dues" which they resisted, and although the 
Roman Catholic bishop came to reconcile the matter, 
he &iled in the atten^t; the infection spread to an 
adjoining parish, and the people cried out, ^^ O that 
we had the black-caps among us T' Many of them were 
not aficaid to come at night to the houses where we 
preached ; and some of them were much affected. 
One of them, a respectable man, having heard us 
preach in the market (m the impossibility of any cresr 
tare foigiving sins, brought a large Bible, and the 
Frotestant Prayer-book, to prove their doctrine oi 
absolution; but, being satisfied concerning this and 
^veral other errors, he came at ni^ to preachiogy 
and heard the word with tears." 

The exertions of Mr. Ouseley were not confined to 
the Boman Catholics ; he aimed at confirming as well 
aa enlarging and edifying the societies of God's people, 
and in this he was signally owned of God. " In the 
town of Belturbet," he says, ^^ a few days ago we held 
six different meetings, which engi^ed us from morning 
till eleyen o'clock at night; at three of these we preach- 
ed to vast congregations in the maricet-house ; two were 
elass meetings, and one a meeting for renewing our 
covenant with God, when the preaching house was so 
fall that we could hardly get tlux>ugh the people to the 
pulpit The Lord was very present with us. After 
the covenant thirty joined the society.'' 
. Such were the incessant exertions of the brethren 
that the letter to Dr, Coke, oGflamenced by Mr. Quae- 
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Uj on die 11th, could not be closed till lihe 17131. 
:A]as I little do ikey know, who are enjoying their hbo- 
raiy ease, or their mere local and even pastond care, 
of what they have to pass throi^h, who run into ererj 
open door, and cry, " Behold the Lamb !' ' O happy, 
happy toil! 

He resumes on the 17th: — "So hurried haye "we 
been in the Lord's work &om the 11th, that wescarce^ 
ly have time to sit down to finish our letter. We hav*e 
had l^lessed seasons indeed. On Sunday we had lai^ 
congregations ; great numbers became much afieetet^ 
and joined our society, among wh<»n was a Bomaa 
CatboHc, who had heard me about five years ag«o m. 
this country, having never lost the impressions whidi 
were then made on his mind. In short, much good is 
doing. By the vehement labors of the last few days I 
am much cut down ; but in a few days I hope I shall 
be fresh and strong again.'' While he felt confidence 
and joy in being associated with the good Mr. Hamil- 
ton, he mourned the absence of Charles Graham; 
*' Brother Hamilton," he says, "is finely; GoA b^ 
praised for him, as brother Graham has been ^dben 
from me ; I never saw a more indefatigable laborer 
than brother Hamilton." Such were the incessanft 
and increasing demands on their time that they fi>mid 
it impossible to reach Cork, which formed part of their 
sphere of labor; Mr. Ouseley is obliged to say, "We 
cannot, I am sure, get to Cork district this year. No, 
no! we cannot supply even the calls on die Dublin 
district" 

He again strenuously urged for some tracts which 
would tend to disabuse the minds of the poor PapistSy 
Bodreadftilly deceived by the dupUdty and pervenbOBt 
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of iheir ^uitual guides. " Something strong and plsin : 
car Lord's sermon, wi£li short, pluin notes, to scatter 
among the people, to enlighten, and induce them to 
read the whde Bible." Mr. Ouseley, as appears above, 
directed his chi^ attention to the Dublin distrkt and 
its vicinity during the remainder of the year, among 
afl classes, and by every method, preac^^ng Christ as 
a gracious, present, and all-sufficient Saviour. The 
first time I had an opportunity of hearing him was 
about the early part of the summer c^ this year, in 
company with Mr. Hamilton. I had been led to con^ 
eeive of Mr. Ouseley tibat he was an ardent, zealous 
sum, who mj^e persuanve and impressive appeals to 
tike hearts of his hearers; but I had formed a very in* 
vdoqoate opinion <^ his character as a preacher. On 
£he occasion referred to, Mr. Hamilton had preached 
an excellent sermon in his own peculiar style, at the 
close of which Mr. Ouseley stood up in the pulpit ; h» 
wore his hhtck cap, and otherwise his appearance was 
peculiarly striking; he seemed to be laboring xmd«p 
hoarseness from recent cold, and from outrdoor preach- 
ing. This gave his voice a deep, sepulchral tone, whick 
added not a little to the sdiemnity of his address, and 
to tiie impression on the minds of his audience. His 
wcxrds were, as well as I recollect, to the following 
effect: — ^'* There is a moment in every man's life in 
which, if he turn to God by repentance and faith, he 
mrost b^n : that moment becomes the turning point 
for eternity. He must begin some year of his life — 
some month in that year — some week in that month — 
some day m that week— nwrne hour in that day — some 
mhuU in that hour^HBcnne moment in that minute. 
*BekMj iMW is the accepted time ; behold, nowis <Jie 
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da^r of salvation.'' This formed the baas of a most 
forcible and conyincing argument, in which he urged 
on his congregation, with great power, the danger of 
not immediately submitting themselves to God. 

The rest of l^e lime, till the ensuing conference, was 
filled up in the same manner as described in the letter 
to Dr. Coke ; and the great Head of the church abun- 
dantly favored his servants. " While on the Drogheda 
circuit, as well as in other circuits," Mr. Ouseley says, 
** we preached constantly both in streets and houses ; 
we have had large congregations, and great nraltitudes 
€^ Bomanists, who appeared to hear with much atten- 
tion. The priests in Drogheda do not say a word 
against us. On the market-day we preached in three 
different parts of the market to attentive multitudes, 
and in the evening in the Tholsel." 

Here a novel scene was exhibited. Any one ac- 
quainted with the town of Drogheda knows that it 
abounds with beggars ; an4 now Mr. Ouseley publish- 
es that he will preach a sermon in the street to the beg- 
gars on the morning of his departure from the town. 
(This was forty years before the school for the " ragged 
boys," in London, had an existence.) Great multitudes 
of beggars attended ; they stood next the preacher, and 
a vast crowd assembled outside, anxious to know what 
kind of sermon would be delivered on the oecaaon. 
Mr. Ouseley took for his subject the history of the rich 
man and Lazarus. God was manifestly present and 
gracious; and greater showers of tears were shed than 
at any other meeting, both by the poor paupers and 
those around. Mr. Ouseley retired under the blessings 
of the poor creatures who had so eagerly heard the 
word of the Lord. 
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The efforts of the misaonaries were also greatly and 
extensively hlessed in other placet) immediately after 
this. In the counties of Carlow and Kilkenny, parti- 
cularly, so great waa the impulse produced, that the 
people came from distant places — some seyen, ten, and 
even twenty miles — to attend the meetings which were 
held by them. Not less than two hundred in one fortp- 
night came forward to join society. In Caiiow the 
chapel could scarcely contain the people who thronged 
from all quarters to attend a love-feast, in speaking 
bf which Mr. Ouseley says, " We had a glorious time ; 
truly this circuit seems to lift up its head." 

In the city of Kilkenny tJie mob were very much 
disposed to create disturbance ; but they were deterred 
by the presence of the militaiy, and the interpoaiticni 
of the chief magistrate. The missionaries, for three 
successive days, preached in the staieets — not less than 
seven sermons in all. ^ For the first time," says Mr. 
Ouseleyy " I laid wege to Popery every day.'* A little 
after this he met with ruffian treatment in the town 
of Granard, for which the assailant, a man named Oanl^ 
field, was sentenced to imprisonment. Here, notwith- 
standing, the word was with power, and several joined 
society. ^< Often," says Mr. Lanktree, *' has my soul 
been roused by the unquenchable zeal and abundant 
labors of these men of God, especially Mr. Ouseley ; 
but never more so than on the morning after this triaL 
He had been published to preach at six o'clock in the 
chapel, but at five I was surprised to hear singing 
in the street; when I arose and w^nt out, he was ad- 
dressing a considerable number of laborers, who were 
standing with their spades waiting to be eanployed. 
Aft»r an appeal to their hearts, in their own language, 
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he fulfilled his iq[»poiiitnieiit m the chapel. Often, in 
the cottne of a day's ride with lum, hare I witnessed 
the same aptness to teach ; * instant in season and oat 
of season:' instructing the poor Irish was Gideon 
Ousele^r's delight" 

Well might the Irish Conference, in its Address to 
the British, state: ^'In many parts of this country 
much good has been done the last year through the 
preaching of the word. A spirit of hearing has been 
excited in the minds of people of almost all descriptions ; 
insomuch that no inconveniences of time or situatioa 
could prevent hundreds, in various places, from assenio 
Uing in the streets to hear the gospel of Christ; 
These are encouraging openings, which, if followed up 
in the spirit attendant on the sacred ministry, will, ym 
doubt not, be productive of the greatest benefit to 
mankind." 

After Mr. Ouseley left the Dublin district, which 
happened in July, the sphere of his active and unceas- 
ing exertions for the next few years was his nati^ 
province,, where, in times gone by, he had gone forth 
"weeping, bearing precious seed;" where he was 
beloved and honored, and where the most tender 
recollections were cherished of the scenes in which he 
had been the principal actor. He was called by some 
in that country by a very expressive tide, Sheeda no 
var — "the silk of men" — in allusion, not only to his 
name, which was in Irish Sheeda Ouseley, bat as 
illustratije of his character. The Bev. William 
Cornwall, who has been for more than thirty years an 
efficient Irish missionary, was his son in the gospel, 
and tells some interesting things concerning his 
preaching at that time. The effects produced by Ills 
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preacMng were surprlamg: sometimes, daring his 
sermon, the congregation would, as by a sudden im- 
pulse, simultaneously rise i&om their seats, fall prostrate 
on their knees, and with strong cries and tears pniy to 
the Lord Jesus Chrbt to have mercy on them. Mr. 
Cornwall, speaJking of the first visit which Mr. Ouseley 
paid to his father's house, about six miles distant from 
Dunmoire, says, << The first time I had the privilege 
of seeing him was in a class which was met in my 
ftther's house. When I was informed by a person 
near me, that it was Mr. Ouseley, the mention oi his 
name had a wonderful effect on my mind, so that I 
fibed tears incessantly. When he prayed in the meeting, 
I felt still more powerfully affected ; but when, after 
iine meeting, he came and shed tears over my head, 
exclaiming, < O my child ! O my child !' my heart was 
broken. The anticipation of future good then mixed 
my sorrow with joy. From^hat hour, his appearance, 
Ids prayers, Hs singing, his preaching, and all I saw 
bim do, had a wonderful effect up<m me." S<»ae time 
before the appointment of Mr. C. to a circuit, he was 
the instrument of the happy conversion of Mr. John 
Ouseley, father of the subject of this Memorial. Mr. 
Ouseley used to remark, Mr. Cornwall was his own 
son in the gospel, and his own father was Mr; Corn- 
wall's son. 

Mr. Ouseley had resided in Sligo some time before 
his being called out to travel ; he had now the pleasure 
of visiting the scene of his earlier pious efforts, and his 
heart rejoiced that he had not run in vain, neither 
labored in vain. The counties of Mayo, Roscommon, 
Leitrim, and Sligo, especially, invited, in succession, to 
labor. Bi^t in the town of Sligo and its neighborhood 
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the word was wonderfully saccefisful ; the missionaries 
not only preached in the streets and lanes of the city, 
but held field meetings, to which great multitudes were 
attracted, and many were brought to a saving know- 
ledge of the truth. Even when the weather turned 
out unfavorably, they held prayer meetings until the 
shades of evening obliged them to retire. In these 
meetings they were ably assisted by the Rev. Mr. Cidd- 
well, of Sligo, a devoted minister of the Presbyterian 
Church. This pious man would remain until near 
night, even under descending rain, praying with peni- 
tents crying for mercy. "As to the work of Grod 
here,** says Mr. Ouseley, " I do not know rightly how- 
to describe it ; but this I say, the whole country seems 

moved It is only eternity will tell what the Lord 

has done lately among us.*' Speaking of a love-feast 
that was held shortly after one of these field meetings, 
he says, "I am just c^me from the meeting this 
moment — one of the most glorious, perhaps, you or I 
ever saw. After about one hour's speaking, the whole 
house, crowded as it was from end to end, broke out 
into one burst of prayer and praise — ^the cries of peni- 
tents, and the praises of believers mingled, were most 
delightful to those * who know the joyftil sound.* Kot 
less than thirty souls, it was supposed, were at this time 
brought into the enjoyment of the divine favor.** 

Abundant blessings accompanied the missionaries 'm 
their work in other parts of the kingdom ; but Mr. Ouse* 
ley's ministry was most signally owned of God. The 
Address of the Irish to the British Conference speaks 
in language of rejoicing : " In our former Address we 
declared our expectation that we should be blessed 
this year with a powerful visitation from the Spirit of 
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Ifte Lord ; and, thanks, be to God, we have not been 
ijisappointed. On various circuits there has been tm. 
ingathering ; and, what we think of fiir more import^ 
ance, many hare been turned to the Lord. In speak- 
ing of the prosperity of Zion, we would not pass over in 
alehce our beloved missionaries, whose labors the Lord 
remarkably owns; a considerable number, through 
their instrumentality, have been brought from dark- 
ness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God: 
many classes have been formed by them, and may God 
prosper their way more and more." The fathers and 
brethren in England answer in the language of co^ 
'gratulation : "In the success of the missionaries we 
greatly rejoice, and congratulate you on the pleasing 
prospect which opens before you. We doubt not, dear 
brethren, your zeal in this glorious cause, nor shall our 
prayers be wanting in your behalf, that your labors in 
"this blessed undertaking may abundantly pro^r. 
"Even so, Lord Jesus. Amen !** 

As from the numerous and important public en- 
gagements which constantly engrossed the attention, 
and occupied the days and nights of Mr. Ouseley, it 
nu^t be naturally suppdbed, that neither leisure nor 
strength remained for Hiose which might be considered 
as minor duties. It may not be unnecessary here, in 
Older to a more correct knowledge of his character 
in this respect, to give a brief sketch of his mode of 
working, agreeing as well with this period of his minis- 
try, as every other part of it, before and after. The 
eldldren and young people were the objects of his 
anxious caije. This may be said also of those who 
labored in connection with him. They would cause 
Aem to commit to memory portions of the Hb|y 

11 
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jScrlptures, and of our hymns; and give them litte 
reward books for their encouragement. As we have 
already seen, great quantities of tracts were dis» 
tributed, and innumerable copies of the sacred Scrip* 
tures were put in circulation, among all classes. Mr. 
Ouseley was furnished with supplies for this purpose 
by friends in Dublin, and by grants from the Incoi^ 
porated Society; and they were bought up with the 
greatest eagerness by all descriptions of persons. 
** More good news," says Mr. Ouseley ; " the poor 
Bomanists buy up the Testaments, in a manner, as fast 
as the Protestants : we have not one now. O hasten, 
hasten! let us have the books which we requested 
from the Book Room, and the Bibles and Testaments. 
The places that did not get them are crying out." 
The most beneficial results followed these efforts everjr- 
;Where, among young and old I A spirit of inquiry was 
.created, and a growing interest excited for the truth 
as it is in Jesus. This is conveyed by Mr. Ouseley, to 
^his friend Mr. Lanktree, in strong tenns : — 

»* We have now received five hundred Testaments 
within these few months, and we brought seventy moxe 
-with us from Dublin, yet "v^ had scarce one of them 
left when the last parcel arrived. The Lord bless yoa 
for your exertion in procuring them, and the Incorpo- 
rated Society for giving them ! Surely it was a charily, 
the effects of which only eternity will fully disclose ! jR> 
have the word of Grod in the hands of so many wlio 
lately lay in darkness, O how blessed I Th^e thr«e 
things, out of many, are the consequences : 1st I sap- 
pose about one hundred of the youlii are getting select 
parts by heart for us : thus sounding the word c£ Gqd 
jn the fiuniliea day by day^ Surely this mmi hav^ a 
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good efieet 2d The gzown people wk> hear us, read 
tiie Scripturea, and are reading too tiie doctrines we 
l^ceac^ in the book of God. Thus their prejudices are 
zemoved; and they yield mth trembling hearts and 
flowing eyes to the truth) and lead new lives, to the 
gk»y of God. 6d. The Somamsts get some; and 
whether the priest^ will or will not^ they read together, 
attd CQinpare,_afe times, ours with the Douay Testament 
They begin to find that the Protestant Testament is 
not false, as was represented — ^the substance of both 
hiekig much the same — and then say the Testament 
alone is right-' 

' Mr. Hamilton says : — ^^ There is a great spirit of 
inquiry among them.. They know us eyerywhere, and 
we are the conversation of town and country. Upon 
the whole, the devil is not likely to get near as many 
flouls from this couniay as he expected. Some of oar 
aiew members are very happy and useful: our own 
aouk are greatly ccmiforted among them. There is 
much good doing among the children in every place ; 
«dnch I think will never be forgotten. A curate in 
£askey is zealously on our side." 
. - Kor were these the only means resorted to by Mr. 
/OuseLey — ^he never seemed to cease or tire. By his 
colloquial addresses, as he traveled or where he so- 
journed, he found easy acoess to all classes of persons, 
and introduced subjects connected with their best in- 
ierests to all with, whom he met Whenever or wher- 
ever he had the (^[>portunity, he might be said never to 
have &iled in improving it In this reelect I believe 
he was seldom equaled, and never surpassed. His 
power was sii^ular, and his success extraordinary. 
Hi tiriiiy ttui his ob«ervatiQna» with ^parent ease and 



164 KCKORIAL 09 OIDIION 

ftcility, a&d inthoot offense, to afl ranks, empbymeadi^ 
lialnts, and prejadioes; and in erery case inyaH iridl 
admirable finx^e conve^r instmction to the und^^taad* 
ing of the several kinds of persons with whom he cobk 
versed. You could not form a just estimate of the 
character and talent of Mr. Ouseley as a nusaonarjTv 
if this peculiarity were overlooked. This qiecies of 
instruction was practiced in all his travels, and in all 
the circles of socie^ in which he moved. He would 
express himself on the important subject of his missioBy 
to the merchant in his office, or the man of science is 
his study; to the professional man, 6r the military 
officer ; to the fiirmer at the plough or easting in the 
seed ; to the set of workmen in the field or peat bog^ 
to the group of idlers at the smith's forge, or cofieeiting 
round him at the turnpike gate. The peer or tiie 
peasant ; the lady in her drawing room, or the servant 
maid in the kitchen ; all seemed alike acces^le to 
him: no difficulty would obstruct, no rank prevent, 
his attempts to do good in this way. All appeared to 
be impressed by the justness of his remarks, and the 
force of his reasonings ; lUustrated as they were by 
figures most appropriate and famOiar to the parties, 
and best adapted to their views and habits. As an 
evidence of this, on such occasions, generally speaking, 
all business was suspended by the persons whom he 
addressed. 

Some of his conversations in this way I have abeady 
noticed ; here I will call your attention to two exam- 
ples, which prove my representation. Coming up, osie 
fine summer's day, with a number of men cutting peaty 
**What are ye doing, boys?* said he. "We are 
totting turf," they answered. << Sure,'' returned Ife^ 
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0*t "70a don't require them this fine weather?* 
« !No, rnvj* they anawered, " we don't want them now 5 
but we '11 want them in the cdd days of winter, out 
here, and in the long nights/' *' And ye fools," said 
Mr. O., '* won't it be time enough to cut them when ye 
want them ? Let winter provide for itself." " O 
muifAo, air," answered they again; *Mt would be too 
iMe then*" Mr. Ouseley's moral on the subject wiH 
be easily understood : he urged upon them die need 
<^ a present salyation, to make them happy here, and 
give them a preparation for a long eternity. 
, When I last resided in Dublin, a pious gentleman, 
f^&iend of mine, was exceedingly anxious about the 
salyation of a noble friend <3£ his. He frequently com- 
plained to me that he could get no clergyman to go 
with him and visit his dear old friend,* Lord , to 
speak to him about his soul, although on the yery 
borders of eternity. <* I had a promise," he said one 
day^ ^^ firom B., [an eminent diergyman of the Estab- 
Sbhment,] that he would come with me ; but«ix months 
haye elapsed, and he has not fuelled his promise. He 
y like every one else — afraid of his lordship. O will 
nc^tndy come with me to see my dear lord? I'll 
tell you what ! I '11 go to Gideon ; he 's in town : he* U 
come with me." Hie gendeman seemed quite re- 
lieved ; went off to Mr. Ouseley, and took him in his 
carriage to the mansion of the noble lord. The object 
ot &eir visit being briefly hinted by the gentleman, 
Mr. Ouseley very affectionately and rei^ectfrdly urged 
upon his lordship the indispensable necessity of pre* 
paring for an eternal world. " Mr. Ouseley," replied 
his lordship, *^ public business must be attended to; 
waA ice haye no tone for ttoe tilings.'' Mr. 0. re- 
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j<»ned, ** But, my lord, we must have tiaie i6 <Se, and 
we should be prepared for that inevitable event" His 
lordship said, " -Aoid what am I to do, Mr. Ouseley ?* 
To which he replied, " There is the New Testament : 
it contains the will of the Lord Jesus Christ, and tells 
you what you are to do, my lord.*' " But, Mr. O., 
there are many things in that book which I can under- 
stand, and that I admire. I must confess, however, 
ihere are other tlungs I camiot agree with." ^ Ah ! 
iay lord, that will never do. What if your lordship 
had a case submitted to you by an individual, Ifor an 
opinion ; and after your opinion had been drawn up 
with the utmost care and legal accuracy, he would say, 
*- Why, my lord, there is part of this I like pretty weD, 
but with other parts I cimnot agree :' what would you 
say, my lord?" "Ah! I perceive your meaning; 
we must receive the whole as a revelation from God.'* 
** Exactly so, my lord. Take up that book ; heUeve 
what it says, and do what it commands, and you will, 
my lord, be prepared, by His mercy, for the hour of 
death, and for that day when the great Judge shall 
appear." 

" And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, 
and a judgment to come, Felix trembled." The noble- 
man expressed his feelings of gratitude to Mr. Ouseley, 
and invited him and his friend to dinner. They obeyed ; 
but Mr. Ouseley, not losing sight of the primary object 
of his visit, treated his lordship with a faithfidneas to 
which he had been wholly unaccustomed. Whether 
any beneficial result followed, we cannot tell — ^we caa 
only hope. 

« 

^* The day of judgment Shall decUup*." 
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r Daring the jean 1S06 and 1807 coDaderable agit»> 
tion and troubles prevailed through the province) which 
xnade it dangerous to travel. A body of noctamal 
legislators, calling themselves Threshers, infested the 
country. They were organized for the purpose of 
putdi^ down tithes, and: reducing the dues <^ the 
Bomish priests. They oc«nmitted numerous depred» 
lions, and s{»read terror all around. In the midst of 
these alarms, God took special care of his servants, 
who, nothing daunted, passed through scenes of tu- 
mult, and never ceased to preach the doctrine of the 
kingdom of peace, publicly and privately witnessing 
the glorious efiects of their ministrations. Even the 
people who had received the missionaries into their 
kouses had become terrified, and came to the resolution 
not to allow them to continue their visits. Mr. Ouseley 
mged his way among them, and dispersed their fears; 
and not only retained his ground, but actually preach* 
ed in the £surs to carowded congregations of the Thresh* 
ers themselves. 

A party of them, on one occasion, slightly injured 
Mr. Ouseley's horse, but they never infiicted an injury 
on himself; on the contrary, they warned the priest 
not to dare to meddle with Ouseley any more at his' 
peril. In a letter written about this lime, Mr. O. says : 
— " I must not omit a circumstance that occurred as T 
came through the mountains home, alter preaching at 
night in a new place. The couple where I had lodged 
told me that the preachers could not come there any 
more, for they were afraid of the Threshers. My 
grieved soul complained, to the Lord against Satan^ 
who wanted to turn us out Next moming the people* 
came again together. We wept under the meltings of 
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dkfme g^ace, md theft fiwr or five houses wer&dpen 
to receive us. From that, before I tasted food, I rode 
1^ to another place, and gathered the peo;^, Koman- 
ists and Protestants. While I yet preached, throogh 
tiie power o£ God's holy troid and Spirit, an outcry 
began. Among the x^est, a respectable Romanist cried 
ottt, and prayed most vehemently. After the meeting, 
irhen I was settiiing houses to receive the ^igo preach- 
ers, as it was on their drcnit, he spoke out, and said, 
( Come, sir, two days in the week to my house, and 
welcome, indeed.' ^ O,' said I, * only for the priests 
that are ready to eat yon up, many of you wOuM do ( 

sa' * The priests !' said he, indignantly, * I don't care 
a straw lor the priest ; not I, indeed.' I preached here 
911 Saturday ; and on Tuesday last in a fair, in the 
mountains, among the Threshers. They gave me 
thousands of Uessings. The harvest, the great har- 
vest, will yet come I" | 
. In another letter Mr. Ousdey thus describes his 
efforts among the young to promote Scriptural instruct ) 
tkm ; his unwearied perseverance in bringing lost souls 
to Christ, notwithstanding t^e opposition of the Bomish 
clergy ; and his joy at the gracious indications of pros- 
perity: — 

*< 1. Then we are getting all the single people we 
oan, with the children, to commit the Holy Scriptures I 

to memory, which they do with great pleasure. One i 

boy said a part of a chi^ter who does not yet know 
the letters. 

*' 2. The Lord favored me with witnessing many con- 
versioas in several places ; and, blessed be his name, 
we had lively meetings everywhtBre, many weeping, 
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aud many lifao&tmg ihe praises of Crod, and (liat, too, 
amiid such txioablesome times. Hallelujah I 

^ In one place, where ten or twelve of iJie Roman- 
« ifliti had joined society, the priest, a great drunkard, 
came among them. Tins cruel kite came, and greatly- 
terrified and scattered them, threatening to curse, yea, 
to Buike the rery hair to fall off their head ; and, \dien 
dying, npt give them the ^seal of Christ,' (the oint- 
ment!) and then what wodid they do? But when I 
came again I ran into th«r cabins, and, poor tidngs, 
they sprang toward me with their eyes dancing with 
joy and affection* 

** I p!reached them a sermon on false prophets : the 
Lord greatly blessed it to the eongregatiofi ; two souk 
professied to have obtained converting grace ; and aR 
were greatly moved. ' O the priest — ^the priest f cried 
one in Irish, ' why is he hindering us frem aU this com- 
fert and sweetness?' Neitt morning again I had a 
large barn well filled ; and surely it was heaven upon 
earth I The first that fell on her knees was a Romish 
w<Hnan, idiich affected the whole house. She was soon 
released from her burden, and praised God aloud. Then 
a Protestant young woman felt exquisite distress, and 
was blessedly comforted. The next was a Romanist, 
who roared from the disquietude of his soul ; after a 
little time his heart got light, and he glorified God. 
Then a Protestant man cried to God most {Hteously, 
ancT soon found peace and pardon, and so on, till I sup- 
posed more than half a dozen in a few moments were 
made to rejoice in the Lord. * O,' said a converted 
Protestant, in Irish, * God is dealing finely and fairiy, 
for he is giving us one about of each sort* * O,*' said 
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the Bomanists, 'the priest mi^ talk on; thst Ib mH 
he '11 have for it' " 

Thus vre see the Lord deigned to smile on his own 
work : persons of all ranks and creeds became subject* 
to the faith; new societies were formed; nnmeixHis 
congregations established; places of worship erected; 
and many families opened their houses for the rec^ 
tion of the regular preachers. The missionaries now 
rejoiced to see themselves rewarded with the spoils of 
the enemy ; while many united themselves to the Iiord 
in a perpetual covenant Great numbers of Roman 
Catholics became savingly converted, and were perma- 
nently joined to the society. Their children were now 
instructed in the volume of their faith ; reading of the 
Scriptures and fiunily worship carried on where they 
had been totally unknown; the most noted stnnera 
were converted; and even some of those who, unttL 
lately, had known nothing of the power of religion, 
became helpers together with God's servants, instruct- 
ing those who were out of the way. In reference to 
one of these, a person of respectability, Mr. O. remaric% 
*^ He now exhorts and prays most vehemently in Irish 
and English." And again : '^ We have two fine fellows 
that lay buried in these villages, now all on fire, and 
helping us most valiantly. One of them, who was a 
Bomanist, and public catechist f(»r the priest, is very 
expert at the Irish. God is greatly acknowledging 
their labors ; many more are beginning to break forth 
in prayer. Hallelujah !" exclaims he, " more and more 
are coming to our Redeemer, both in town and cooih 
try. The good work is prospering in our hands ; * all 
glory to Him to whom it belongs ;' the most atrodopn 
nnners are brought to the feet of the Redeemer." In 
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due plftce, where tibe clergyman of tiie paririi was rety 
favorable to the servants of the Lord, and esteemed 
them in love for their woi^cs^ sake, they obtained the 
nse of the parish church for one of their meetings. 
** We have had," says Mr. O., " a great meeting in the 
chnrch of a vUlage called Easky, and the presence of 
l3ie Lord was with ns. Glory to his name ! Two ser- 
mdhs were preached. We had a noise and a shaking 
6n every hand." 

Kew scenes of labor now open thronghoat the 
country to the circuit preachers, who foster the grar 
dous work, and guard and edify the body of Christ ; 
while Mr. Gideon Ouseley prosecutes an aggressive 
wur^u^ into the regions beyond, not seeming satisfied 
until every portion of territory, from the Irish Sea to 
the Western Ocean, should be in subjection to the 
ftpince of peace. Yours, &c. 

[ LETTER IX. 

A|r. OoRlej diadn^ubhed m ui iriih wimumnirj-~Mtm», Bell »nd Alcona— Sta^el 
preaching at Naai— Intereiting eBketM of, on a eiergyman of the Bitablished Chaich 

-'i — Uaefiil ministXT and tiiamilbant death— lfr.«JLndrew Tajlor— In great perils' 
Herais «ondoot— Mr. Bell in Kilwortb— Efiecta of street preachuig^Mn. Carey^ 
Mr. Cowley appointed to Oalwaj and Clare — Safien under wtrerB Qlnew, induced 

' hf Ijring fai a wei reon>— Extract of a letter, deeeriptiro of his feefloga— KhMlneas to- 
wMd his «>Ueag«ea— Sleep on the loft— Sustains persecution — Assaulted by a priest 
—Letter on the subject from Mr. Hamilton— Sympathy and Uberalhy of the English to 

' iMab mhslons Mr. Hamillon no longer able to bear the hardships of the misnoo — 
8tn«g affection for Mr. Ouseley— Hij^ opuiion of the conference respecdng Mr. 
Hamilton — ^Long and hononbte career and tijlumpbant close — Great diseoaragenienti 

.' af Mr. Oaselej nest yeat^-Explores new places— Great saceess— Singular coavenkm 
of a penKCUtor in class meeting— Mr. Ouseley preaches in the streets of Burrisokan»— 
Forms a society there — ^Bstcaoidfasaiy exertions during that year— Testimony of < 
idathre to nissfens— Mr. Ousdey's prodigious kbors deaeniog of notice. 



Mt Dbab Friend, — Although the honored name d 
C^deon Ousel^ stands most distinguished in the an- 
miB of Irish mnsioas, there were' otiters too who we«e 
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« 

great and eminent useful - The Ueaaing of God was 
t^n the efforts of his faithfiil servants in other places 
also, which would deserve to be recOTded^ did our 
limits admit of it ; but I shall select a. few cases which 
satisfactarily show "that the hand of the Lord waa 
with them; and a great number believed and turned 
to the Lord." 

Messrs. Samuel Alcorn and James Bell, appointed 
about this time to the Dublin district, entered with 
great zeal and dilig^ice on their arduous undertaking. 
Throughout the province of Leinster they preached in 
the streets on the Lord's day, and on other days in the 
markets and fairs, with great, faithfulness and power. 
Mr. Bell was a man of peculiar simplicity, remarkable 
ibr his sweetness and devotion oi spirit; he loved his 
country, and wept over its miseries ; and sought to lead 
its erring children from darkness to light. He preached 
in the Lish tongue with fervor and effect Very o^n 
he did more to convince gainsayers of the truth and 
power of the religion of Christ, and disarm his persecu* 
tors, when under their savage treatment, by dropping 
the tear of pity for his enemies, and gently wiping the 
blood and dirt off his face, than by the strength c^ 
argument or the force of persuasion. Mr. Alcorn 
preached only in English, but was an excellent preacher. 
To mental gifts of a superior order, he added a popular 
address and great fluency of expression ; and what 
gave considerable effect to his ministration was his 
having a fine voice, and being able to sing our hymns 
with taste and judgment — a matter of no small import- 
ance to an Irish missionary. 

in the autumn of 1806, Messrs. Aloom and Bell, as 
at other times, preached in the streeis of Naas, a pnn- 
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cipal toim in ^be cotmty of KiMare, on wUch occ*- 
8km the Bev. John Isaac Harrison, the clergyman ^ 
tiie parish and master of the ^ocesan school, was among 
their hearers. Mr. H., a gentleman of accomplished 
mindy was possessed of more than cmnmon talents, and 
ranked among the most celebrated pnlpit advocates on 
behalf of charitable institutions, in the metropolis, pre- 
vious to the days of Kirwan. Mr. Alcorn's subject 
was founded on Matt, ix, 87, Sg : " The harvest truly 
M plenteous," &c. The word of God was accompanied 
to the heart of Mr. H.; he felt that with all his endow- 
ments he was an unpardoned sinner before God, and 
must, in order to be saved, enter into the kingdom of 
heavien as a little child. He ^' was not disobedient to 
^e heavenly vision.*' He came forward to Mr. Alcorn, 
and, under deep emotion, said, <^ I am a clergyman of 
Ihe Established Church ; but, alas ! though I have been 
a minister for twenty years, I am one of those idlers 
whom I have heard described in the sermon." He 
then kindly invited the preachers to his house ; and 
t£t&r Mr. Bell had preached a second sermon, they ae- 
companied him home. A large company of ladies and 
gentlemen were engaged at the card table when they 
entered the drawihg room. Mr. H. introduced Messrs. 
Alcorn and Bell as Metliodist preachers, whom he had 
heard in the street The cards were soon laid aside ; 
and, after a short interval of alence, a reasonable con- 
versation was entered on, and the Bible introduced. 
Mr. Alcorn was reqtiested by Mr. H. to ring the hymn 
by which he had been so deeply affected in the street:— 

" From 8a!efn*8 gate, advancing slow. 
What ofajiaet meets my eyes 1 
What means this majesty of wo ; 
What mean these mingled cries T Ac. 
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During the singiiig of tlie hymn every face was 
fused with teaw, and every heart heaved with eontri* 
tion. It was sung a second time with like effecl;. 
While Mr. Alcorn engaged in' prayer, the peniteBk 
spirit of Mr. Harrison laid hold on Christ as his o^ 
Saviour ; he gave up every plea bedde, 

" Lord, I am damnM, but thou hast died ;" 

and received the witness of his acceptance with God 
through Christ Jesus ; and, to the glory of the grape 
of God, this delightM consciousness he retained until 
he exchanged mortality hr life. The whole family 
soon participated in his joy, and became heirs togetfeiir 
of the grace of life. His parish felt the benefit of this 
happy change, in his future pious exertions. Mr. ]^a^ 
rison's career, from this time, was short In about two 
years and a half after this scene, he caoght fever in 
visiting one of his parishioners, and in three weeki 
died in the full triumph of faith. The introductiQii 
here of a short letter from him to Mr. Alcorn will he 
permitted, as it shows the effects of his gracious ch«Q^ 
"I would have been glad to see you and yoiur 
family on your way to your circuit, and am rather 
jealous that you did not so conta'ive your journey m 
to give us one night in . Naas* What pleasure equal 
to the conversation of a man devoted to the service df 
God! I reckon that a blessed day in which I met 
with such. Your advice to continue my sabbath- 
evening meetings, by the grace of God, I shall take.; 
and, eternal thanks be to Gofl, it is a day that alwayai 
returns with additional pleasure and internal comfort 
to my soul^ O may I be the humbte means of saving, 
if but one soul> from the pains of eternal death! We 
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iMLTe^been in expectation of seeing tbe preadien tiiat 
BdDoeed yon in this district We dieold unremitiin^y- 
' pttLj the Lord of the harvest, diat he woold send forth 
laborers into his harvest/ Should I be within a few 
JDiles of you I hope to pay you a visit When, you 
write to Mr. Bell and Mr. OlHfie, please remember to 
give my love to them." 

A few day& after Mr. Harrison's lamented death, 
Mt. Alcorn received the following letter from his son, 
the Kev. John Harrison : — " ".Rie public papers ntojrt 
have announced to you the decease of one who was 
•your son in the gospel, my dear father. He knew 
ihat by grace he was called from the captivity of 
.{Batan, and from the course of this present evil world, 
-in which he had no dwelling, nor indeed desired one; 
he was lm>u^t from death fco spiritual life, and bom 
i^ain, so that God was his Father by the power of his 
Spirit, and Jesus a full Saviour by his atonement and 
i^hteoudness. Religion, which was the zealous objedt 
of his latter days, and the love of Christ which ^as 
died abroad in his heart, made him happy in death, 
'ted, in his own dying words, ^-did cast out fear.' I 
gfaidl be glad to hear from you soon and often. The 
diocesan school will be conducted by me, having ob- 
tained the appointment of the Inshop, and, please Grod, 
Ike sabbath-evening meetings shall not be forgotten." 
' It was thus, while in the west the blessed men en- 
gaged l^re gathered glorious spoils, their brethren in 
•other parts of the kingdom were richly rewarded by 
•Qch signal trophies of 'Success. *^ Let not ambition 
tnock their useftil toil f let no man assume that thdbr 
-.'MoatioB was not dlvme^lest haply he be found to fight 
^gftinstiQod ; fb^^ do not sudi faets aa have been stated, 
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stend oot befinre the worlds gire eridenco of 
the dioine approyal of the men and their call, hy l3ie 
power of God ao manifeslLy accomjianying their inhds- 
trationB? 

Mr. Bell, in conjunctioD with Mr. Andrew T&yhr^ 
labored th.e next year with nnabated fidelity and zeal 
throughout the Cork district Mr. Taylor, though not 
acquainted with the Irish language, was so efficient 
and Bucceasiiil a missionary as not to be undeserving 
a place in the list of those who liyed for the regene- 
raticA of their country. He endured hardness as a 
good soldier ; and was like-minded with him who ex- 
claimed^ *^Kone of these things move me." In the 
early part of his ministry he was in perils among Ids 
own countrymen; and when called in these circum- 
stances to bear witness of the truth, evinced a i^iiit 
worthy of the purest ages of Christianity. -During tiie 
reign of anarchy, in 1 798, he was made a prisoner by 
Ae rebel forces, in the garrison of Wexfcnxi. Whfle 
hundreds of Protestants were sacrificed at the shrine 
of intolerance, and victim after victim, from the poitfts 
of the enemy's pikes, swelled the tide of the blood- 
stained Slaney, Andrew Taylor was brought before 
the inquistorial court. The usual interrogatories were 
put : What are you ? &c. " I knew," said Mr. Taylor, 
(I heard him relate it,) '<! knew if I had said, 'I am 
a Protestant,' that would have been bad enough : to 
have said, < I am a Methodist,' would have been worscf, 
but to have said, ^ I am a Methodist preacher,' was Hie 
worst of all." Raising himself up, iit calm defiance of 
the ruffian host, he boldly exclaimed, ** I ax a Method 
DiST PREACHER," uot knowing but the next hoar 
vooki hare been his last Btnmge to sigr, tihe^ 
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.$0ffC0i^ Ij b» in1?«pid avoi^al, impvesMd nitb aWe; 
one jof jihem interposed, and he escaped unhurt. Main j 
years afterward he preached the gospel diroo|^ tliat 
very country, with wonderful success. For furtbnr 
jbaformation relative to this subject I refer you to a 
tract, written by the Bev. B. Huston, in the Wesleyaa 
JMGbsion Series, in which he presents the reader with 
many interesting details of the labors of Mr. Tayloiv 
^d their delight^] results, throughoutiibe; counties of 
Wicklow and Wexford, The ministrajfeidns of Mesana 
Bell and Taylor were graciously acknowledged by iU 
great Head of the church. J may be allowed to aeleot 
Qne instance, which, with many other inkerestjug (»r»> 
<^timstances, came under n^ own knowledge, that wOl 
(^tablish this gratifying fact 

. The town of Kilworth is beautafully situated at th« 
loot of a large ridge of mountains, called Kilwortik 
Mountains, about twentyHseven English mfles from 
Cork, on the Dublin road, with wild, romantic scenery, 
xjeing to the Jiorth, and a rich, cultivated counti3r| 
(Uversified with wood and water, toward the aoutii 
fif^ west ; it, and the surrounding neighborhood, 
||):«^e^nt a peculiarly picturesque appearance. Many of 
th^ inhabitants were, at least at that time, persO&s of 
ppulence and respectability. Into this town Mr. Bell 
found his way on the sabbath-day, about the timte that 
divine service commenced. He entered Ihe church, 
and requested the sexton to show him to the pew of a 
^y who he had heard was religiously disqposed. At 
the close of. the service, he addressed her by saying 
ha wa^i a Methodist, missionary, and begged she would 
^lave the kindness to order her servant to biing him a 
fihair, as he wm about to preach in the street Stm 

12 
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p«d inaudiblT^, << Lwd bless me ! is it not enough §xr 
this gentleman to bring the eyes of the congregatioa 
upon me ? does he want to mi^e me a spectacle to ti»e 
whole town ?" In a moment, the words of our blessed 
Lord rushed into her mind: "Whosoever shall be 
ashamed of me and of my words, of him shall the Soa 
of man be ashamed, when he shall come in his own 
^ory, and in his Father's, and of the holy angels." 
She immediately answered, "Not only my servant, 
but, if requisite, myself." Mr. Bell soon mounted oa 
fais chair — ^the lady, standing beside him — and comr 
menced sin^ng a hymn. The church congregataoo, 
not less attracted by the lady taking her stand beside 
Mr. Bell, and assisting him with the singing, than by 
the novelty of a street preacher, several of the more 

respectable among them said, " We '11 not let Mrs. 

standalone^" and immediately another and another 
drew near them: by and by the church congregation, 
imd then that of the chapel, thronged ^ound the 
preacher, wlnle he proclaimed liberty to the captives 
in the name of the Lord Jesus. Soon were the labors 
of these zealous men followed with the divine blessing; 
and Mrs. Carey, the lady referred to, was then amo9g 
t^e first-fruits of their preaching. She was a genlle- 
woman of singular sense, of highly cultiyated mind$ 
and of great eneigy and decision of character. She 
was of a Protestant family of rank, but married to 
B.c^r Carey, Esq., a Roman Catholic gentlemsn, of 
considerable property. He was a man of educatio% 
imd of masculine understanding ; who could ill l»?eok 
the flagrant errors of the Church of Kome, and the 
duplicity and disgusting oonduct of her clergy. I £m1 
no hesitation in placing these things on recortVas^I htA 
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t1i«m frequently) without disguise, from the lips of the 
lady and gentleman themselves. Unhappily, as is the 
cftse Trith many persons in that rank of life, he became 
(^hversantwith infidel works, and regarding Chrislian* 
ity as exhibited iii the models around him, he sunk into 
complete skepticism in relation to everything sacred. 
^^He was not an atheist from th# love of atheism, 
but because the iniquities of Bome and its church had 
Hiftde him think that the religion which sanctioned 
soch abominations could not be true ; and in the reck- 
lessness of a thoughtless mind he concluded that all 
was false/' Such was his state when the Methodist 
fittssionaries were invited to his house. The progress 
of ertor was soon arrested ; and, although he was not 
Brought under the influence of personal religion, he 
became favorable to it, and sincerely attached to those 
Wliom he believed to be the true ministers of the gospel. 
I frequently visited him during his hst illness, in 
winch he at least manifested feelings of sincere and 
genuine penitence. I brought the Rev. Thomas 
Wakeham, a piofls clergyman, to administer to him 
tkie 'Lord's supper :; and his death, which I witnessed, 
iraB hot widiout hope. 

The grave has long since closed on all that was mor- 
tal of Mrs. Mary Carey ; I have learned from others 
tbat her end was triumphant : though no memorial is 
preserved of her excellences bht that which is che- 
lishedrin the bosoms of her friends, save an expres^on 
of the debt of gratitude which she owed to the Wes- 
kyan Me1lK)dist Missionary Society, iii a bequest to its 
frinds, which stands in its proper place in the General 
B«p«rt Such were some of tiie fruits of the gospel in 
that part d the Irish mission, which afford pleasing 
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eyidence that tlie kbof of those faiihftd men mw Mt 
in vain in the Lord. 

In the year 1808, Mr. Oaseley, with Mr. Hamilton, 
found his way to the county of Clare, vluch was fbr 
some considerable time to be part of his field of labor. 
They soon penetrated as far as Eilmsh, a seaport ia 
the west of the county. In the early attempts to cul- 
tivate that moral waste, peculiar hardships were to be 
encountered. With these I shortly after became ao» 
quainted ; and such were they, that, stem as was tlie 
resolution of my dear Mr. Ouseley, and firm as was 
his physical strength, they were scHnetimes both affect 
ed. When contrasting the scene of his toil with well- 
cultivated circuits, powerful anotions sometimes ag^ 
tated his bosom; and his great strength occasionally 
sunk under the privations which he endured wl^ 
seeking after lost and wandering souls in the deserb 
Having lain in a room in one of his lodgings in the 
county of Clare, the floor of which was wet, (for it waa 
more thitn damp,) he caught a severe cold, which turn- 
ed to ague, and by which he was for a short time laid 
on a sick bed ; but when at all convalescent, he wsb 
eager to be again at his Master's work. These tMAgt 
are best described in a letter of his own : — 

'^ I know you are anxious to hear as to my iUness, 
&c. During the year I had not before tiiis one day's 
nckness. My health was very good : but the night be^ 
fore I came home, I lay in a room, the floor of which 
was very damp and wet; so I got a double disorder — 
a heavy cold and ague. On Friday, tibrough meroy, I 
got a little change for the better, and have been re* 
covering since. Now I get up; andyousee,thanlnt(l 



MEMOBIAL OF OIDSOK OUSBLKT. 1^1 

^or God, I can write la a Mend, and hope soon to be 
at my Maatei^s work again. 

*^ And now as to oar circuit But I must first cast 
tny longing eyes on years. How {feasant, my brother, 
to range through meadows fair, and fields productive 
of crops in varioos states or stages, ready to make the 
tiUer's he^lrt to dance; where there are meandering 
crystal streams and sweet fruits clustering all around ! 
But to have the huge rocks, hard as adamant ; wild 
deserts, where say^e beasts sedk their prey, and 
flcareely a green herb, or spring, or fruit, is found; 
iiow dreary is the sight ! When the poor trayeler does 
not know where to rest his Weary head — how disnud 
Ae contrast I This is our case. Yet, glory to God, my 
1»rother, the Lord came with us ; and then * labor is 
xest, and pain is sweet' Some of the solitary places 
are becoming glad; the desert begins to ang «id 
lj|Di»om as the rose. Friendship and good-will are 
^beginning to appear. We have now from twenty- 
Urar to thirty places at which to call and lodge ; and 
hx two classes, for which we haye got leaders, there 
are in all about sixty or seventy members, with a pros- 
pect of more. My friends there will be glad to hear 
that I am alive — alive to live for ever ! Hallelujah T 

The lodging in which Mr. Ouseley caught his ill- 
ness, reminds me of a similar place on the same mis^ 
aion, and perhaps not far from it, some circumstances 
velirtive to which I shall relate. Mrl Ousel^ was re- 
markable for his kindness and attention to his young col- 
leagues. He used sometimes to say to me, that he was 
more careful of Iheir health and comfort than of his 
own. Many jmiofe had I of ibis idien, a short time 



after, I traveled with him. In a country so extQiuiTey 
and where so many excursions must have been takein 
to new places, our traveling must have been desultory* 
and our plans, consequently, irregular. Some of the 
traveling-plans, drawn up by my revered superintend- 
ent, were curiosities in their way. One locality never 
escaped his special attention, and always, with regard 
to me, forced a snule : *' Sleep on the loft," was a stereor 
typed note connected with that place. It was the house 
of a wealthy farmer. The room which was assigned 
the preacher was indescribably cheerless — ^though a 
kind of state-room. It was a small back apartmeni^ 
with an earthen floor ; a small window, opening into A 
kitchen-garden, was darkened by netdes and hemlock^ 
which rankly grew outside; the walls were covered 
with a green sepulchral damp, and the room floor^ 
being much lower than the ground without, rendered 
it liable to continual wet. When I at any time entered 
that dismal apartment, my feet sunk in the floor; awl 
whenever I lay down in my bed I thought of my 
grave. It was here, particularly, Mr. Ouseiey nevetf 
failed to write, " Sleep on the loft;." You may perfai^ 
be curious to have a description of this loft;. It waa a 
small erection over the kitchen, between the raften 
of the house, in which you could not stand upz^it, 
and ascended to by a step-ladder. Of this, the old 
couple, the united head of the house, had Iok^ had the 
undisturbed possesion. I found it not easy to removo 
them ; so that for three years I never but once effected 
an entrance. I, in this, broke through the anxiong 
direction of my kind superintendent It was here, oe 
in some place like it, that Mr. Otuwley caught tbe o^ 
already described. 
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'Not only did Mr. Onselej suffer fiom priratkmfl and 
conaoqiteiit afflictioB, but also had to endure sore per- 
.^eutioiM. A few months before hia late iUness he sofw 
fared severely from, a Popish mob, led on by a dnmkeB 
priest After having been inhumanly treated, he was^ 
in the depth of winter, obliged to ride seven miles 
without a hat Good Mr. Hamilton describes this, and 
other things connected with their misdon that year, in a 
ktter to Mr. Lankttee, an extract of which I subjoin >— 

*^ Such a year of persecution I never had. ' Cruel 
mocking^' are nothing, and showers of stones and dirt 
ve but play ; but * bloodshed and battery ' are no joke. 
Last Christmas we were waylaid, a^d robbed of ooc 
bcM>k8. Onseley was hurt, and lost his hat in the fray : 
he had to ride seven miles before he got one. I thought 
we should never leave the spot It happened near. 
Syrecourt, on the Shannon. We had preached there 
that day, and had a batde with the priest and his peo- 
1^ The priest beat my horse greatly, and the peo|^ 
dragged him down on the street, and I on his bade ; 
bot a sddier got me into the barraek-yard. Ouseley 
was hurt there too. The soldiers then got to aim% 
lopded their pieces, fixed their bayonets, marched out 
before us, and formed a square about us both on. the 
street, until we preached to the market people. They^ 
then put us safe out of the town ; but never thou^ii 
that our persecutors had got out before us, and. lay. 
concealed until we came up, and then sunonnded us 
with h(»Eid shoutings, as if Scullabogne bam had been. 
jMx fire. At another time a big priest and I were in. 
holds with each other as he was going to pull my Ous»« . 
ley down : I could easily have is^iured him* fe he was 
very drunk. ... 
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^ We ]iftvi&.peii6tntted as fkr as Klknish, looUng orer 
Id the eonnly of Kerry. In seyeral places we haye a 
good prospect Our circuit is near two hundred miles- 
XDimd. Weary work for poor me — full of rheumatism, 
with which I was confined for some months after con- 
ference ; and I cannot look less than five years older 
titan I appeared then. My dear brother Ouseley is 
coming round fh>m the county of Clare. We hare 
divided for some time past . . . We have no wonder- 
fill work this year, as we had about Ballina. We are 
very glad tiiat we are alive, and the winter over. We 
have, indeed, a few places opened for preaching that I 
hope will lead to a good and lasting work. 

^In the church of Gknrt there is nothing sung but 
hymns and hymn tunes. Dean Foster^s is one of our 
lodging places." 

The Irish Conference expresses itself in terms of 
strong affection to the En^sh, at the end of this year, 
ftr their sympathy and liberality to the Irish mission : 
^ The joy you feel at the success of our mis^onarier 
greatly encourages us to persevere in this very arduous 
undertaking ; and we have the pleasure of informing 
you that three additional missionaries have engaged in 
the blessed work tUs year. Our beloved brethren who 
have retired from it were some of our most useful men, 
whose healtfa declining under the fatigues thereof, were 
reduced to the necessity of returning to their regular 
{dace. To your kind exertions, and the generosity of 
the good people of England, (under God,) thousands 
of sooib in this country are indebted for the light of the 
go^ieL May God reward you all a thousand Md V* 

Mr. Hamilton, when no longer able to endure tlie 
toOs of that mission, parted fhm Mr. Ouseley Iritii t^ 
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gret. He hnd Stem the fint entertained a ETeljr affee* 
iaoa for bim; lie had proposed him to the eonferenoe 
tp be admitted <m trial, a ^t to which he always ad* 
Terted vrith peculiar aatiafaction ; and now that he had 
been for years *^ his companion in tribulation, acnd in 
the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ/' his attach* 
ment became more confinned ; and to the end of lift 
he cherished a fond regard for his brother and friend. 
When he had reckoned what he terms his ** eleven 
years of Snndays," he says, " Mr. Ouseley has been a 
bleenng to ilioosands in Ireland; and hb zeal haa 
stirred up many of the preachers to open their moulha 
wider. I am glad I had the pleasure of recommending 
him to trarel about forty years ago. Our connection 
should value him very much." The numerous priva-^ 
tions and labors through which Mr. Hamilton had to. 
pass, reduced his robust c<mstitution, and brought on a 
speedier decline of his strength than ordinary circum* 
i^ianc^ would have done. A hmg period, therefore, 
ifas he laid aside from the regular work. But, though 
incapable of sharing in the active labors, he for many 
year$ mamtained a useful place in the church of Christ. 
The high opinion the Methodust Conference enter- 
tained of his worth, is seen in the testimony which ii 
on record in the Minutes with regard to him: — *' He 
iWi a faithful and successful laborer in the Lord's 
vineyard. Eor a c<msideraye portion of that time he 
was the companion of the indefatigable Gideon Ouseley 
and Chaiies Graham ; and while he shared with them 
in tlieir arduous tmls and trials, he enjoyed the privi- 
lege of witnessing many blessed revivals of religion; 
a«d partioipaied with them in the joy of beholding sin- 
affl»tunied*froPidaAne8s to light, and from the power 
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of Satftn Ttnto God.' Tkroc^h increasdng infinities bd 
was, in 1816, compelled to retire from tbe regular worM 
of our ministry ; but during the years of his compara- 
tive retirement he labored, as his strengtii admitled, itt 
the service of his blessed Master, and was made a bless; 
ing to many in the several localities where he residec^ 
Previous to his last iUness, he wrote on a blank leaf <^ 
his Bible, * Even now my soul is on the wing. I atH 
veiy happy. I bless the day that I was born. What 
hath the world to equal this ? I bid its frowns attd 
smiles farewell ; for ^* angels beckons me away, and Je* 
sua bids me come.'' ' Some of his last words were : * if 
I could shout so that the world might hear, I would ieB 
of. the goodness and love of God my Saviour. Not H 
cloud! not a cloud J Victory over death! The sting 
18 taken away ; glory, glory to God !' He died Octobetf 
8, 1843, in the eighty-second year of his age, and tibfiS 
fifty-sixth of his ministry." > 

Mr. Ouseley coounenced his second year on i^ 
Galway and Clare mission not under very promising 
appearances. Mr. Wm. Rutiedge was his colleague $ 
a gracious, prudent, and zealous young man ; but whei<[ 
constitution was wholly unequal to the duties of liia^ 
toUsome circuit. He followed his great leader; ^^bOI 
not with equal steps." He was sometimes heard to 
say, " Why, Mr. Ouseley preaches more on his horo^l^ 
back, as he rides on the way, than in all lus sermons.'* 
He soon sunk under his oppressive work, and befiii% 
another year had closed he was called- out of a world 
of suffering and toil, to where the ^^ inhabitant shall noil 
say, I am sick." This is briefly noticed in the olntuary' 
of 181 1 : << William Butiedge traveled nearly two years; 
one of these was on the Irish mission, the severe labora 
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^f wbkh brought on that affliction from which he never 
fully recpTcred." 

. Mr* Ouseley, notwithstanding great diBOouragementSi 
w}iich were increased by the debility of his pious com- 
pai^on, pursued his course with undeviating di%ence. 
He made Ennis (the county town of Clare) his centre^ 
from which he went forth^ preaching in the streets of 
the principal towns, and the smaller towns of the adr 
joining counties, not only maintaining the ground wliich 
}uid beea already gained, but penetrating recesses, and 
exploring new places, to the extremities of that exten- 
sive district : and he rejoiced in witnessing great, and, 
indeed, unexpected success. Many favorable openings 
^ere. presented to him; some of minor interest, but 
others of great importance. One of these secluded 
places, to which at this period he fi)und access, was 
rendered interesting by an incident which may be re- 
garded as not common. The spot itself is within a 
f^fdley, through which runs the river Shannon. On 
one side are the rising hills, and on the other are the 
banks of the river studded with trees, which, while they 
partly intercept the view of^, add considerably to the 
effect of the whole scene. Here stood a small village, 
and not far from it, along the vale, some comfortable 
farm houses, occupied, for the most part, by Protestant 
&j;nilie8. In this serene region, so favorable by nature 
to tranquillity, it might be supposed that all was order 
and quiet; but, alas ! it was quite otherwise ; the bulk 
of this rural population had received for " doctrines 
the commandments of men;" and of them it might 
have been said, — 

** WUd as the ontaiight Indian tntiod 
The Cbrittian Avages remain.'' 
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The -word of the Lord was faithfully and successfeil^ 
preached in this neighborhood; and in due lime ti 
class formed, of devout and serious persons. In tfafe 
infant society, as well as others, the principal difficulty- 
was the obtaining of a suitable class-leader ; the p«i^ofe 
appointed for this purpose had to come on the Lord's 
day morning from a place several miles distant. This 
circumstance, as well as the missionary's appearance, 
raised the jealousy of the enemies of truth, who re- 
solved to extirpate this novel heresy. Several of 
them banded together for this laudable object, and 
one, more desperate than the rest, who had gained a 
bad eminence among them, was to lead on the intended 
attack. He entered the house before the meetixig 
commenced, that he might at a fitting time open the 
door for the gang. The violent character of this in- 
truder was so well known by the littie company within, 
that a suspicion was excited of some evil being de- 
ngned. The hymn, however, was given out and sung. 
He said, " This is very purty ; 111 not disturb them." 
Prayer was made: he said again, **I'll let them alone 
till they have done their prayers." The class meeting 
began, and Pat, for that was his name, took his seat 
among them, saying to himself, " I*d like to hear what 
they have to say !** The leader, who was a judicious 
man, met the class, leaving the rude stranger for the 
last, who, before he reached him, seemed under evi- 
dent emotion, when the leader addressed him to this 
effect : — " My good man. Lave you any knowledge of 
the things of which we have been speaking? Did you 
ever feel yourself a sinner before God, and that you 
deserved for ever to be excluded from his presence?" 
He roared exceedingly, from the disquietude of Im 



foulf Mill cried out, " Lord, hare msrcy upon me ! 
Wlwt^shallldo? I'm a wicked siimerr The whole 
iHeetiDig felt the unexpected shock, and their criea 
«jid prayers, became general. In the mean while, the 
party without, who had already beo<»ne impatient for 
the reappearance of their aNoapanion, and ootdd not 
get in without fiireing the door, paced back and f<»> 
warcl, reiterating, " The devil's among the Swaddlers T 
They little suspected that the strong man armed was 
hound and cast out ; and the man out of whom he had 
Reported, ^' sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in 
hif- ijght mind.'' I knew him afterward, as noble a«. 
Ibdrocate for the truth as he had been before a daring 
qpposer. 

Burxisokane, in the county of Tipperaiy, was the 
principal place of which, this year, Mr. O. took po6h 
session. Having be^n informed that there was a very 
destitute neighborhood a -few miles from that town,, 
where a considerable number of ignorant Protestants 
resided, who were like sheep without a shepherd, he 
vent in quest of them, and on his way stopped at an 
inn in Burrisokane. This occurrence todk place about 
the Christiuas of 1809 ; Mr. Ouseley inqpired of the 
innkeeper,/' Are there any Methodists living in this 
t»wn ?" He answered in the negative ; but informed 
him, however, of three persons of respectability, Messrs. 
Hackett, Holland, and Beed, who seemed more atten- 
tive to religious exercises than their nei^bors. One 
of these had been connected with the Methodist so- 
oiety, and then, with tfaie other two, attached to the 
.prmciples of the Baptists. He called on. one of thesey 
Mr. Wm. Haskett, whose house was soon kindly 
to receive the fierraut of the Most High ; and. 
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irkh that of Mr. Anthony Hc^and, became the h^md 
of the Methodist missionaries. These two good -men, 
and their excellent wives, who were asters, wem 
among the best and most faithful friends and raembem 
of the society during their life. 

Mr. Onseley writes, some time afterward, in a letter 
to Dr. Coke : — ^*^ Our principal work is still in thfi 
county of Tipperary. When I went alone, in thd 
name of my Grod, into the town of Burrisokane, kstr 
Christmas twelvemonth, there wa^ no Methodist in ite 
|dace but 6ne, and he a Baptist: nor did I know a 
single person in it. I was told it was a most wicked 
place, in which very many efforts to preach the gospel 
had been baffled.'' After repeated visits of himsdf 
and his cdleagne, he detenmned on forming a society; 
Accordingly, on Easter Monday, 1810, accompani^ 
by his friend and brother, the Rev. Adam Averell, h©. 
took down the names of stlch as were seriously dii^ 
posed. The number of those thus admitted on trial 
amounted to sixly. S<Mne of these, as might have been 
expected, afterward declined; but others became' 
united to the infant society, so that in the July foHow**' 
ing, when I first visited this town, there existed in ictr 
large and prosperous society. The coming of -Mw 
Ouseley at that particular time seemed quite provi- 
dential. The old church had been pulled down, tii« 
building of a new one not yet commenced, and the 
people in a state of spiritual destitution. With two at 
three' exceptions, the whole town and country were in 
a deep sleep, from which none but the voice that 
wakes the dead could arouse them. Such was thfe. 
condition in which he found this peojde ; and while he 
•amestly cried out to them to turn to the Lord hf 
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fiddi, and to do works meet for repentance, the power 
of God. accompanied the word preached by his honored 
Betrvant The trumpet gare no uncertain sound; 
many heard and received with gladness the gospel in- 
yitation. 

Among the first-fruits of his preaching was Mr. 
Thomas Ballard, then quite a youth. He saw Mr. 
Otiseley mounted on a table in the street, preaching 
to a crowd, and was attracted to the spot, at first from 
enrioeity, but soon the word preached came home with 
power to his heart, and his young nund becoming 
deeply affected with a sense of his condition as a lost 
£iiner, he cried out, « What shall I do to be saved ?* 
lliese early impressions were not transient, like the 
morning cloud; they resulted in his happily obtaining 
Redemption in the blood Of Jesus, even the forgiveness 
rf sins, and eventually in the consecration of himself 
to the Christian ministry. 

• Many others beHeved to tbe saving of the souL 
Poors were opened for preacHng, and societies formed 
^nx>ugli the surrounding country. Some of those who 
were then gathered in from the world to the fold of 
Christ, " remain unto this present, and some are fallen 
asleep." 

The societies formed and edified by Mr. Ouseley 
irere generAlly well grounded in the principles and 
discipline of our Methodist economy, and in the nature 
ef pure Christianity ; and, if the character of the ele- 
ments be taken into account, would not suffer by a 
comparison with those churches which have been fos- 
tered by the honored fathers of onr connection. As I 
became acquainted with these societies immediately 
after thdr formation, I had an opportunity of judging 
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fbr myself; and the (^inion^ then entertained luym 
not been altered by^ears of subsequent experience. 

There is no portion of Lis life which has more jtor 
pressed my mind with admiration for the man, and foa^ 
the grace of Grod in him, than the part of which we 
haye just taken a snnrey. Notwithstanding great dif- 
ficulties and discouragements, he proceeds onwazd; 
nothing seems to impede his course ; that which would 
have repressed the ardor of common minds, in his only 
seemed to inspire confidence, and give a new impulse 
to his enei^^ies. 

A great enlargement of the Bedeeooer's kingdcxn 
was this year witnessed throughout Ireland, nearly, 
two thousand souls being added to the society. The 
conference, in referring to this, says that this reTival 
of the work of God " was partly by means of our dear 
brethren the Irish missionaries, whom the Lord has 
made peculiarly successful in opening new places." 
But had it been acquainted with the peculiar and ex- 
traordinary efforts of Mr. Ouseley, such as immediately 
after came to my knowledge ^ it would very likely have 
given him a distinct place in the record. With a c(d- 
league physically unable to assist him, and an already 
extensive field to occupy, he regularly preached in 
the streets of the several towns through which he tra- 
veled ; still making advances on the kingdom of dark- 
ness ; attacking the enemy's strongholds, and achieving 
conquests through the power of the gospel, until he ia 
led exultingly to exclaim, in the language of the 
apostle, " Now thanks be unto God, who always causeth 
18 to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savor 
of his knowledge by us in every place." 

Yoorsi &c 
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LETTER X. 

Mr. Ooaebj't third yetr fai Galway and Clare— Obtaiai two colleafoe*— Entexlof into 

XiiMoe— ndd of labor— BeaiWt deTodow at KHioaedviagfa— Bk tra««]lD|r to temote 

place*— Two womea prindinf at tbo jnOl— Serao ia the wtett^-Stodioiu baUta tf 

Mr. 0.— 7%irfft the ■ubject of hia stady— Metapfaon appropriate— Sermon la 

.'. LfaMriek barrack— Outddoor pttuOang rBitei~yiUag«»— Aarisa tftwna— Fleld»- 

BalliQeren— Engaged in baOding preaehing bonaea— YUta ConnemaraF-LettertoDr. 

Cofc^— Mr. Maberiy— Rev, Adam Atereli— Roman CathoBc clergy contribnte to ths 

eseetion of Methodiat ehftpela— Soenaij of ZMHtgh Derg— Father Keat^g— Putah 

prieit of Castletown An*— Letter to priect Thayer^ Mr. Ouaeley in danger of beliy 

-gieuOj iojured by a atooe thrown at Um— Toor throo|^ Cenoaught— Coatroverijr 

with bther Gliiv— TuoanU in Lot^farea— PaiiMeution in BallioftoAanalt in WeMpoi^ 

oeearioned by &ther lodge— Curioua eneoonter wHh a piieat in Enk— TxaTell 

tfanrngfa tlM provinea of Connaugfat— Retarna to Dunmo re A ttempted pnarfittVwi 

Svteeeaful labon of Mr. O., for An yeasi, in Clare and (Jalway miarion. 

My Deab Fbiend,^! have at length reached tbi 
lime in the career of Mr. Ouseley when it became my 
pdidlege to enjoy a personal intimacy with him, from 
.which I was ajble to form a more perfect estimate of 
his labors and his wortii. 

The connection of his public life widi the progrew 
of the Irish mission has compelled and encouraged mB 
to ent^r into it so much at large ; and I haTc purposelj 
delay^ the notice of some things in his moTementI 
and habits which, though in themselves more private 
^d minute, are q£ importance to Hie entertaining of 4 
correct judgment of his character, and which could be 
known only by one closely associated with him. To 
describe the jpublic scenes of succeeding years would^ 
for the most part, be but a repetition of flioee already 
acted ; I shall therefore only accasionally refer to these, 
unless where some incident was connected with them 
which renders them worthy of special notice. 

Anxious to improve the advantage, gained during 

the two preceding years, Mr. Ouseley strongly urged 

the necessity of a reinforcement of the mission ; aa4 

13 
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the conference, not unfavorable to his design, granted 
him ttoo young men, John Nelson and William Beilly, 
to assist him. Why the latter was selected for that 
arduous and peculiar service, unless on account of his 
Milesian name, I have always been at a loss to know. 
I received the appointment as from God; and sdH 
believe, however inadequate I was to the undertaking, 
it was in accordance with the design of divine Provi* 
dence. If in this part of the narrative there may ap- 
pear, more than is consistent, a reference to myself, it 
is owing simply to the fact of my personal connection 
with the mis^on, and my being so long associated witb 
Mr. Onseley in his travels and his toils. I may hem 
be idlowed to state, that such was the extent of ihm 
field of labor, and such the incessant attention whiell 
it required, that my excellent and valued brother 
Kelson and myself could not see one another for sice 
months, and then we had to travel fifty extra miles for 
the purpose. From my retiring disposition, my want 
of gifts as well as grace, my inexperience and defective 
knowledge d the world, I was but ill-qualified for dw 
work to which I was now called. When I had left 
home, and Mends, and Christian associates, I for a few 
months ministered on the Carlow circuit — ^little more 
than a day's ride from the place of my nativity ; and 
there I mingled with some of the excellent of the 
earth, with an enlightened, pious, affectionate people. 
Here were many things favorable to the improvement 
ci my mind, and much to soothe and encourage me 
in the work. But on the mission very different scenes 
of traveling and labor opened before me ; and often^ 
over abnost trackless wastes of moral destitution, I had 
to follow, or move onward with, a man possessing 
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*' A soul inured to pidn, 

To hardship, grief, and kwa ; 
Bold to talce up, firm to sustain* 
The consecrated cross.** 

My very adrantages beoame soarces of discourage- 
ment ; that which should have animated to enterprise, 
ait first bat served to furnish motives for despair; and, 
indeed, nothing but the great, unseen power of God, 
could have sustained my ndnd in a work so difficult 
and onerous. It is not my intention to impose on yoa 
the task of reading any lengthened extracts from my 
joamal, though occasional reference to it may be ai* 
)9Wed : and here some brief reminiscences of the first 
1^ da3rs will at once aSord some notion of the misraon 
MA, ftlndy depict my emotions in my novel ata«tion, 
flsd e^Mt the first impressions made on my nnod of 
ifae character of Mr. Ouseley. 

I started from Dublin on Wednesday, the 18& of 
My, with, instruclions from my superintendent to 
preach in Burrisokane on Sunday morning, the 22dj 
and on the evening of that day Eighteen miles further 
OB, in the town of Killaloe. I reached Boscrea on 
Snliit^y evening, where I had the pleasure of meeting 
Hm Sev. Bobert Crozier, a Methodist preacher poe- 
seanng ^fts of a high order, and deservedly and gene- 
rally beloved and respected by his brethren. He per- 
ceived my depression, coming, as he observed, to travel 
araong the Shanavests and Caravats of Tipperary and 
Clare ; and he soon, by his kindness and ingenuity^ 
anoceeded in cheering me. This timely and thoughtfol 
attention has not been forgotten by me. Mr. Moses 
Woods and his excellent wife hospitably received m» 
into their house ; and early next nM^ntung he amsted 
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m& to prepare for my journey of thirteen nules. I 

reached Burriaokane in time for preaching at tea 

o'clock. This place has been already brought under. 

your notice, aa the scene of the successful ministrations 

of Mr. Ouseley, for the six or seven previous months, 

I had now the happiness of witnessing the cliaracter 

and spirit of this infant society, resembling, as it did, 

the church in primitive days, when 

« They all wew oif one heart and sonl, 
And only love inppired the whole." 

In thij evening I reached Killaloe, and there me* 

my beloved and honored fiiend, Mr. Ouseley. Unat 

as I was, after my long journey, I was obliged ta 

preach. When the sermon was closed, Mr. Ouseley 

delivered an exhortation, in which he related his early 

Clffistiaa experience ; That nineteen years before, hia 

divine Master had taken away his intolerable burden 

df sin and guilt, which memorable eyent took place in 

the middle of May, 1791 ; and three months afterwaj^^ 

to use his own language, his " great Prince, who siti 

upon the throne, said, * Behold I make all thing* 

new.* " It was peculiarly interesting to me, that the 

first public address which I heard him deliver on tM 

mission should embody his own experience, expressed, 

aa it was, with a tenderness which produced the most 

hallowing effect on his congregation. 

This town is pleasantiy situated on a rising ground 

on the western bank of the Shannon, nefff the noted 

«^ Falls of Killaloe,'' about a mile from Lough Derg; 

and is connected with Ballina, county of QKppewury, 

by an ancient bridge of nineteen arches. Mr. Ouseley's 

first vi^t to these parts I should have noticed at an 

fttriier period, but that my sixth letter, where, in order 
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flf time, it gfaddd have appeared, lias been already too 
moch leBgAened by details ; and I deemed it better 
to reserve the account of it Ibr this place. 

In the smmner of 1801, Mr. Ouseley rode into town 
with Mr. Graham, and, as their custom was, on the 
Lord's day they attended divine service in the church, 
at the close of which they retired, mounted their horses, 
with their black caps on, took their stand where four 
streets met, and just in like pla6e whither, after mass, 
the Boman Catholic congregation generally resorted. 
They first gave out their hymn in En^h, but peiw 
oeiving soime indications of uneamness among the 
people, they turned it into Irish: almost instantiy 
fte multitnd& became as still as night, and continued 
so, while, for an hour and a half, the missionaries 
preached with great power. Mr. Ouseley's cBseourse 
was overwhelming. The wkole congregation seemed 
pierced to the heart : many groans were heard, miany 
tears were shed, and eternity alone shill disclose flie 
j^Mults of that day's preaching. Several of Uie Boman 
Gatiiolies, who until then had not heard tlie joyftil sotmd, 
were bron£^t under the saving influence o^ the gospel ; 
md, had it not been for counteracting and hostile 
agencies, scores of converts would have been, it is 
believed, the visible fruits of that one day's ministration. 
Those of the Boman Catiiolics who had become fiivor- 
Me to the truth were soon subjected to bitter per^ 
lecution, and for the most part shrank firom the dan* 
ger ; wkile those who repiained $t all firm were either 
secretly or fincibly driven into banishment, so as td 
^aee them beyond the reach of the gospel and the 

neretics- 
A 7«ar after this, ^ ttiMMDiriM «dB ^v^^ 
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town. Mr. Thomas Barber, of CfeugliiJordaii, to«dMia» 
kindness lam indebted fot the above account, and 
who then resided in Killaloe, met Messrs. Graham 
and Onseley on the bridge^ as they rode into town, 
and relates the following characteristic anecdote:-^ 
There were groups of people on the bridge. Mit 
Graham rode on, but Mr. Ouseley halted, and pointing 
to a neighboring mountain, said to some of then^ 
''Boys, what mountain is that?" They replied, ''ik 
is the slate-quarry hilL** He then said, '^ Are thesa 
good shites in it?" " O yes, sir, very good." Then he 
preached a nice though short sermon on the wordch-* 
good .and very good. The preaching of these men of; 
God was at this time idso attended with bleso ed 
^ects. 

Mr. Ouseley witnessed some of these results after 
many days. We bad now a very good congregation 
on each side of the river, and though not a laige, yet 
a good, society. 

On Monday, the 23d, I proceeded, in company with 
Mr. Ouseley, to £nnis, the principal town of ^e counter 
of Clare, and the centre of the Galway and Clare mi^ 
sion. This opened new scenes and associations to ma^ 
who, until the last few days, had never been in Mub* 
ster province, and had not until then had any inter* 
course with Mr. Ouseley. The day was pecidiaiiy 
fine, and the late rains after long^ontinued diouglit 
had produced an agreeable freshness in the air, wldcb 
enabled me more fully to enjoy the conversaition of my 
excellent fiiend. I soon discovered Mr. Ouseley to be, 
what he afterward appeared before the world*-*^ man 
of varied and extensive knowledge, of profound and 
just thinkings of gitot and aocurate obsenrationi And 
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«f fttfR^ goAky imdoDL Nor need I wid ifaftt aS these 
Krere combined with ardent love to Christ, infleirible 
mgued to trath, and intense seal for the salTAtion of 
ittmortal souls. Such, however, were the impressions 
made on my mind during my very first day's traveling 
wl^ Mr. Oaseley. 

At this time the Leitarim regiment of miittia was 
^^oartered in Ennis. Many of the officers were fkvorable 
to Methodism, and several of the non-commissioned 
dfllcers and privates were in our society. A gracious 
worit was among them, and not a few, through the 
ministry of Mr. Ouseley, had been brought to a savii^^ 
knowledge of the trudi. This was most fav<HraUe te 
imt infant cause in that town ; it served to give bon^ 
astence to tibe. society ; besides that the presence of the 
inlitary gave us much greater facility and secixrity, in 
preaching in the streets. Mr. Oaseley was peculiarly 
interested for men in the army, and seemed to think 
Aaft they had amore than common claim on his regard. 
Ik vraa by some ^ions soldiers^ in the barrack of Dun- 
more, that the Methodist preachers, in the year 1791, 
were invited to that town, by means of which the 
gospel was first brought to his ears by Messrs. Thomas 
Davis, David Gordon, &c. At that time, too, he be^ 
came acquainted with Quarteivmaster Bobins, of the 
4th dragoons, who, thongh but a private member in 
society, was made a great Messing to him in l3ie incipient 
st^^es of his religions experience. '^ He was, in tiie 
land of God," says Mr. Ouseley, "the instrument 
of leading my mind to serious considerations, which, 
blessed be G^, issued in my conversion I" These cii^ 
eumstances, no doubt, gave an addkional motive to the 
iMAd of Mr. Oaseley in &Tor of soldiers, and made 
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tfie more juudoar to preach to them tlie iroM 

In Ennis, cm this occasion, I was first introduced M 
Ifn. Onaeley, from wfaoee acquaintance, for several 
yean, I derived no small advantage. Thursday 26th', 
after spending three happy days with my friends here^ 
I commenced my plan of traveling, and went to a 
plaee about eight miles -distant, not far from the town 
bf Conifin, to one of those recesses discovered by Mr. 
Ouseley. Lonely, and heavy at heart, I rode through 
$, country rude and uninviting; the rocks which 
yireseBted themselves to the eye, almost unrelieved 
))f any <$ultivalaon, resembfing but too truly the moral 
Bterility which was spvead around. It was not until 
now that I felt the full pressure of my situation, my 
total want of qualificatimi for such an onerous under^ 
taking as that on which I had entered. The thoughts 
of home, and Christian associates whom, some few 
ponths before, I had loft; and of the societies on a 
regular chrcuit, among which I had fbr some montfatf 
pieyiously labored— all rushed into my mind ; and the 
pnggestioDS <^ th^ great enemy, in connection with the 
ppiritoal desoUtion which surrounded me, well ni^ 
overwhehned my brd^en spirit My heart was wrung 
with anguish I I wept aloud, and cried out in accents 
of real distress, << O, sin, sin, what haat thou done ! 
Sow hast thou, not only riv^ those tender bondt 
which endear aooial life, but ^reiMl misery and death 
throughout the world 1 But ^ a necessity is laid upon 
me ; yea, wo is unto me, if I preach not the gospel !'" 
I heiurd once mgire the blessed invitation of my Lord 
md l9aviQHFt f< Come noto ma oU ye that labor and 
Mba^vyhidimtMldJirittfl^v^yooreflt'' Ihnmfalad 



jBn^wiiS'^cmt myself on hie ittolittiigeable lore and 
power — ^and, <* coming as at fint I came" I fband 
jresfe to my soul. In a short time after ihiB conflict I 
loeaclied my destinatLon» and preached to a goodly 
number, who ardently longed to hear the word of life. 
Here too a email society was formed of members who 
w^re '^ as lights in a dark place.** 
. Friday, 2 7th. In pas^g the celebrated Eiknacdoagh,' 
on my way to Gort, I was attracted by a great crowd 
of pec^le in irregular moyement, at a short distance^ 
about the ruin of an ancient monastery. I tamed te 
see what} to met at first seemed a tumultuoas assembly ; 
but by perceiving a bush that grew near a well on the 
road aide, covered with old rags and shreds of cloth, of 
1^ variety of colors, I became aware that they were con- 
gregated for a rdigious purpose. When I rode up to 
the place, snch ^ s^ht was presented to my eye as I 
"bsid never beheld : men and women promiscuously, in 
the most indecent and unbecoming manner, walking on 
their bare knees, over rough gravel and stone ; their 
hands clasped over their heads, lest they should in their 
progress derive any assistance irom them ; while yon 
fX)uld have traced their track by the blood that stream** 
ed froin their mangled knees. I turned with a sick 
^eart &om the revolting and disgusting spectacle. In 
another stage of the penance there were some mnning 
iroiind the extemiTe rain ; while others descended into 
a narrow cell as a pulsatory, not unlike that described 
in Lough Berg. At a distance, on the plain, stood the 
stump .of a lai^ tree, which had been for the most part 
eut away ]»ecemeal, as affordmg a charm against every 
evil. Such are the frightfiil superstitions by whieb 
^|i^Tiil4(l in mr niUtappy ooyiitry are deluded. As ibe 
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vwwi irMch they entertain of the Tirtae of ihes^ iHif- 
serrances will be beet expUiined by one of the most 
shrewd and knowing among themseWes, I shall set down 
a conversation which took plaee at the time betwecal 
myself and a person who, for his superior sanctity and 
devotion, had been raised to the office of public ia- 
structor of those persons engaged in these mortificft- 
•tions. He was a proficient in eTerythiug connected 
with the rites of Kilmaednagh ; and he kindly tender- 
ed his services to me as my guide. After he had led 
me over the wh<de ground, the dialogue commenced : — 

Missionary, You seem very well acquainted with the 
nature of these religions performances. 

Ouide, Tes, indeed I am. 

Missionary. Will you be kind enough to inform me 
why those people expose themselves thus, and are eu^ 
ting themselves in such a frightful manner ? 

Guide, O, for penance; for the benefit of their 
souls. 

Missionary* What is the cause of so much of that 
tree yonder being cut away ? 

€hdde* I'll tell you: the saint of this place, Mao- 
duagh, traveled round the world on his knees tiU hd 
came to a place below there, [pointing to Ihe spot,] and 
there a girdle, he had round him, fell off; there was ft 
tree standing there which received such virtue* that a 
bit o£ it would preserve from sickness and accident 
and, if thrown into a house on &ee, would put it out 

Missionary, And where is that tree now ? 

Cfuide, O, it *s all cut away. 

Missionary, Did it then transfer its efficaef to ihA 
one which they now are cutting away ? 

Guide. When the first one was aU gone, why, titoy 



MSMORIAL OF GIDEON OITSBLET. 208 



be|^ tft tlie other. Do, sir, take a piece of it 
yott ; it iviU keep you from all hann ; nothing can ever 
happen to you while you have it about you ; nor can 
^y house be burned' where it is* 
]. Missionary, Thank you; I shall not mind it now. 
You seem so yery weU acquainted with these perform- 
auces, I suppose you have been frequently engaged la 
them yourself; have you ? 

Guides Not as often as I ought for myself; but I 
often have to perform penance for other people. 

Missionary. How is that? 
'. Gtdde. Why, when any ci them are sick, or their 
children sick, they make a yow to the saint, that ii 
they recover, they will go tiutn^h so many rounds 
here; then, wh^n they don't like to go thiough &em 
l^maelves, they get me to perform their vows for 
them. 

' Missionary, Do they not pay you for thos perfinmr* 
ing their vows for them ? 

.-Guide, O yes; if they didn't, there would be no 
virtue in the thing at all. 

Xhiring this dialogue, which, (m the part of the 
devotee, was intermixed widi several oaths, he her 
qnently vociferated curses on such of the penitents 
«& had not performed their rounds according to his ia- 
atructions. I expressed my unbelief with regard to a 
system so preposteious and nnehrisdan : and, to add to 
the absurdity, where the principal actor, himself a pror 
iane wretch, could perform works of merit and supere- 
rogation for the good of the souls of others. *^ Ah !" 
he exclaimed, ^^you are not Irish/' "Indeed I am,'' 
was the reply ; " I have never been in England." " If 
SKNt «« »ot £i#ab»'' he retorted/' yob belong to them, 
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00 you do.** I then administered same suitable admo- 
liition, an4 retired from the scene of moral degradation 
Willi sorrow and disgust. 

You will not, I hope, think these descriptions tedioucb 
as they are given merely for the purpose of affording 
some outline of Mr. Ouseley's field of labor, and of the 
moral state of his countrymen, by which his pious soul 
was so deeply affected. To many of the places in this 
extensive district did he travel with me for the purpose 
of preaching in the sia*eet8 of the several towns, and of 
introducing me to our friends in the preaching places, 
particularly in remote parts of the country, to which he 
had found his way. Many houses of respectable far- 
mers were opened to receive the word ; and, in some 
instances, the mandons of the more opulent ; but the 
cottages of the poor, and of the small farmers, had 
been searched out by this servant of Grod, and there 
to many he preached the gospel with power and great 
effect 

From what I had conceived of the public life and 
labors of Mr. Ouseley, no leisure would have remained 
on his hands to pay attention to smaller places, or 
preach in remote country districts, much less form so- 
cieties there, frequently visit them, foster them, azid 
build them up in the faith of the gospel. Yet he did 
all this with an assiduity and perseverance which suiv 
prised me. His rides were sometimes very long ; and 
any town through which he had to pass was sure to 
hear from his lips, both in Engtish and Irish, the word 
of life. One day, in the beginning of our first year 
together, we had ridden several miles to one of the 
places above described, and halted in Ennistymond, « 
town near the seacoast, about fifteen miles fixm EaiuQ. 
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Here he sounded an alarm; and after his haviilg 
preached with great vehemence and power, we passed 
on five miles further to a remote neighborhood, and 
never tasted refreshment until the meeting was over 
at nine o'clock at night This was, however, unif(»mly 
the case in this place. There was nothing like a win- 
dow in the house : there was one broken pane of glaait 
a sort of irregular polygon, stuck in a green sod, which 
served for a sash-frame, and this was the only meana 
of admitting light into the apartment in which we slept 
Next day we proceeded to a place, though more inlandf 
still more remote from a town. We reached our desr 
tination earlier in the afternoon than we had ,on tha 
day previous, and Mr. Ouseley, as was his custom^ aa 
soon aa he sat down in our lodging, «ung a hynm of 
praise to almighty God for preserving and redeeming 
inercies. Two women were the only persons then at 
Home, the men being employed at some dist^ce. The 
old provisions of the year had been exhausted; the 
potatoes not yet ripe ; and, to provide a dinner, one 
of the women went to the com field, brought some 
sheaves of oats, scorched them over the~fire, and, in a 
short lime, we had a practical illustration of the divine 
word, "Two women shall be grinding at the mill." 
About this time Dr. Adam Clarke gives the etymology 
of the hand-mills or querns, and states, " So late as half 
a century ago 1 have seen these querns or hand-mills 
in these kingdoms.*' But here the Irish missionary 
and his companions were supplied with their dinner by 
means of the querns, in a remote district in the county 
of Clare. 

But far higher were the designs of the Christian 
Inissionary than to furnish matter for the antiquariaa. 
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Here, and in mait^ places like it, were Imndreds oT 
immortal aoalS) who woold never have heard the voice 
^ a gospel minister, if not soaght out and followed to 
these remote r^ons, to show them the way of life. 
Before I call your attention to another particular in Mr. 
Ouseley's character, I wish to lead yon to one more 
of these places whither the gospel was carried by the 
subject of this MemoriaL Eariy in the autumn of 
this year, Mr. Ouseley directed me to a place in the 
west of' the coimty of Clare, many miles beyond the 
town of Bjlrush, and not far from the light-house aft 
Loop-head. Passng Eilkee, than an inconsiderable 
watering-place, and touching on a small creek, on the 
strand of which were drawn up some fishermen's ca- 
noes, I advanced westward, on a road resembling a 
goat track, and found myself on the peninsula called 
the Westf bounded on the west and north-west by the 
Atlantic, and on the south-east by the river Shannon. 
The land, rising before me and on the left, bare and 
mountainous, while the cliffs on the right, of terrific 
height and form, bounding the ocean, and presenting a 
bold and imposing aspect, wakened in my mind new and 
wonderful sensations. Nor was my surprise much less 
at the thought, how this retired spot could have been 
explored. I could not repress my feelings at the mo- 
ment, and audibly exclaimed, " O, Mr. Ouseley, Mr. 
Ouseley, how did you find out this lonely retreat P* 
Proceeding still further, I at length descried a neat 
cottage on the moor, a short distance from the shore, 
which proved to be my destination. The family it con- 
tained had received the word, and formed a little church 
in the wilderness. The solitary place was glad, and this 
qpot in "the desert rejdoed and blossomed as the 
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njee,** To ihsse und some few more I minidtered the 
Hford of life, with as pure delight as to the crowded 
congregation in the city. 

As. evening approached I wandered towiM^ the sea; 
aikd, standing on the most elevated part of the clifi*, I 
pondered on the works of an Almighty hand. Bat 
sach a sight I had not anticipated. The evening was 
imusually fine; all around tranquil beyond descrip- 
tion; and naught to break the silence of the hour, 
save the flapping of sea-fowFii wing, for the sound of 
the wave which washed the base of the cliff did not 
isaaek the ear. The sky was cloudless, and the azure 
Tanlt was reflected by the deep profound. 

<* When not a breath distnrbs the deep serene, 
-And not a cloud o*ercasts the solemn scene.'' ' 

All the visions of the grand and beautiful which in 
childhood had flitted before my fancy were here 
outdone. I lingered on the lofty summit until, with 
indescribable glory, as a mass of molten gold, 

" The setting san adom'd the coast, 
His beams entire/his fierceness lost." 

I retired under devout and tlirilKng emotions ; andj 
quite in keying with the situation, a hammock, com- 
posed of gulls' feathers, suspended from' the roof of the 
cottage, invited to repose, in wluch, after the diversified 
scenes of the day, I comfortably slept But not all 
the wonders of nature, or monuments of art, since 
beheld, could efface the magnificent images impressed 
on my heart by the evening scene on the iron-bound 
coast of Clare. 

Next morning I returned by another way, across 
tbe peninsulai from the elevated parts of which I had 
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TWWB wMch ihey entertain of the Tirtae of diese «i^ 
semuices will be best explained by one of the moat 
ahrewd and knowing among themseWes, I shall set down 
ft conTersatlon which took plaee at the time betwe^ 
myself and a person who, for his superior sanctity and 
deyotion, had been raised to the office of public in- 
s^ctor o£ those persons engaged in these mortific»- 
•tions. He was a proficient in eyerything connected 
with the rites of Kihnaednagh ; and he kindly tender- 
ed his services to me as my guide. After he had led 
me OTcr the wh(de ground, the dialogue commenced : — 

Missionary, You seem very well acquainted with the 
nature (^ these religions performances. 

Guide. Tes, indeed I am. 

Missionary* Will yon be kind enough to inform mA 
why those people expose themselves thus, and are cni^ 
ting themselTes in such a frightful manner ? 

Gidde, O, for penance; for the benefit of their 
souls. 

Missionary. What is the cause of so much of that 
tree yonder being cut away ? 

Gidde. I'll tell you: the saint of this place, Mac- 
duagh, traveled round the world on his knees tttl he 
came to a place below there, [pointing to the spot,] and 
there a girdle, he had round Um, fell off; there was a 
tree standing there which received such virtue* tliat a 
bit Kji it would preserve from sickness and accident^ 
and, if thrown into a house on fire, would put it out 

Missionary. And where is that tree now? 

Guide. O, it 's all cut away. 

Missionary. Did it dien transfer its efiicacy to tliA 
one which they now are cutting away ? 

Guide. When the first one was all gone, why, they 
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began «t the other. Do, sir, take a piece of it 
jroo ; it will keep you from all harm ; nothing can ever 
happen to you while you have it about you ; nor can 
«ny house be burned' where it is. 
: Missionary. Thank you; I shall not mind it now. 
You seem so very well acquainted with these perform* 
ances, I suppose you have been frequently engaged la 
tiiom yourself; have you ? 

Guide. Not as often as I ought for myself; but I 
often have to perform penance for other people. 

Missionary. How is that? 
. Gmde. Why, when any ci them are sick, or their 
children sick, they make a vow to the saint, that if 
they recoyer, they will go through so many rounds 
here ; then, wh^n they don't like to go thiough tiiem 
ihemaelTes, they get me to perform their tows for 
them. 

Missionary. Do they not pay you for thus perfonnr 
ing their vows for them ? 

■ -Ghdde. O yes; if they didn% there would be no 
virtue in the thing at alL 

Ihiring this dialogue, which, on the part of the 
«te^?otee, was intennixed widi several oatlis, he fre- 
quently vociferated curses on such of the penitents 
«a had not performed their rounds accordmg to his io- 
atrcietions. I expressed my unbelief with regard to a 
sgratem so preposterous and unchristian : and, to add to 
llie absurdity, where the principal actor, himself a pro- 
'fiine wretch, could perform works of merit and supere- 
rogation for the good of the souls of others. '* Ah !" 
he exclaimed, ^^you are not Irish." '* Indeed I am,'' 
was the reply ; '^ I have never been in England.** " If 
you are Bot En^^ish," he retorted^ '^ yon belong to them, 
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Testament Thus did Mr. Ouseley redeem the tmi^, 
and prepare his mind for the work in which he wae 
engaged. When he reached his place, whilft he wa* 
instant in season and out of season with all the iniaates^ 
from the drawing room to tiie kitchen, he soon retired, 
(and his pen and ink were ever at hand,) to resume 
some piece in which he had been engaged, or to con»- 
mence a new subject His sermons, too, were subjects 
of close study : not, indeed, the style or dicdon so 
much as ilie things which were contained in hi» dis- 
courses. When necessarily engaged in visitation, he 
seldom lost aght of the subject on which he next ia- 
.tended to preach. When in the city of Limerick at 
one time, soliciting subscriptions toward the erectiiQii 
of chapels, in the business of which he was then reiy 
much occupied, a respectable friend, Mr. Tfaomaa 
Tracey, accompanied him. Mr. Ouseley frequentiy in 
the course of the day spoke most impressively to those 
with whom he conversed, on the several topics con- 
nected with the new birth. He preached in the evea- 
ing, and Mr. T. was one of his audience: the new 
birth was the subject ; and powerftiUy did he explain 
its nature, and ui^ its importance on those present 
Mr. Tracey exclaimed, " I always wondered how Mr. 
Ouseley could get time to study his sermons. I am 
not now surprised ; for I perceive that wherever he 
goes the whole day, or however busily employed, he 
never fails to keep before his mind the subject on 
which he is to preach. No wonder that he is always 
ready to address a congr^ation ; for his thoughts arc 
engaged as if in his study." 

Mr. Ouseley was peculiarly happy and successful in 
tiie use of metaphors in the illustration of divine truth. 
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These, however, by no means bore the mark of Wing 
studied; they were generally, after the example of the 
great Teacher, drawn from some incident, or from the 
(rarroonding scenery. I shall refer to one occasion on 
which, in his discourse, he gave evidence of his peculiar 
talent in this way. He had been invited to preach in 
Limerick, at the barrack of the Sligo militia. My 
fiiend, the Rev. William Ferguson, who was then 
Btationed in Limerick, was among his hearers, and 
has kindly furnished me with an outline of his sermon. 
^''The place and circumstances,** says Mr. F., "made 
Mr. Ouseley's remarks peculiarly striking. It was in 
tfae« barrack of the Sligo militia — ^the Shannon flowing 
tmder the windows of the room in which he was preach- 
ing. The text was Proverbs xxii, 8. After describing 
lie prudent man — where he hideth himself— and his 
atate of perfect safety, he proceeded to describe the 
character of the simple: * A man without the know- 
ledge of Grod, and a stranger to the wisdom from above. 
He may be very acute in transacting the business of 
life — an eminent statesman, a profound philosopher, 
an eminent artist, or a distinguished scholar— but 
he passes on according to the course of this world, and 
dies unconverted. His punishment: — the place — 
the company — the duration.* Then with more im- 
presfflve emphasis he added : — * If you were to count 
a thousand years for every drop of water that ever 
flowed in the Shannon, from Drumshambo* to the sea, 
it would be but a pointy when compared with that 
eternity through wjiich he will have to endure the 
wrath of God.* It made an impression on my mind," 

* A small town neir the mouth of the Shannon, well known to his 
heuen. 
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Mr. Ferguson adds, '^ that can never be effaced. MoBt 
of Ms hearers were from the neighborhood of the town 
mentioned, about one hundred miles from the plac^ 
where they were assembled — ^the mighty river flowing 
on under their windows to the sea in a continuous 
current : it had flowed for six thousand years— it was 
ToUing on still. What an emblem of duration! It 
was a most solemn and instructiTe sermon." 

Mr. Ouseley never, if possible, let an opportunity 
pass which he did not endeavor to improve, whether 
riding on the way, or in company at the houses of our 
friends. I remember spending an evening in his com- 
pany, in the house of a friend in Burrisokane, where a 
large company were at tea. A young lady sat at his 
right hand, who had not discovered any indications of 
seriousness ; he turned to her sister-in-law, who was on 
his left, a person of piety and sense, and said, ^ Is this 
young lady bom again ?** The lady replied, " She is 
of age, ask her.'' That moment the young lady was 
filled with deep emotion — cried to Grod for mercy, and 
tasted that the Lord was gracious. The whole com- 
pany felt under the divine influence; such, indeed, 
was his general mode of spending a social hour with 
his friends that these opportunities were turned into 
means of grace. Very oflen his occasional conversa- 
tions, as he traveled, were attended with similar gra- 
cious effects. One instance of this kind, Mr. Noble 
mentions, " On one occasion," says Mr. N., <* as he 
was traveling in the county of Wicklow, and while 
his horse stopped to drink in a stream that ran across 
the road, Mr. O. saw a young woman standing at her 
father's door ; he went toward her, took her by the 
hand, spoke to her a few moments about her soul, and 
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at parting prayed that the blessing of the Lord might 
rest upon her. About two years afterward he happened 
to be in the country : after preaching in a gentLeman's 
house in that neighborhood, a young man came up to 
him, and invited him to his house. The next evening, 
on his arrival, the lady of the house received him in 
the most affectionate manner, saying, * Mr. Ouseley, I 
believe you don't know me.' He replied, ' No, my dear, 
I do not' She then recalled the circumstance above 
narrated to his recollection, and added, *■ I am the per- 
son you addressed on that occasion ; up to that period 
I had known nothing of the plan of salvation through 
Jesus Christ, but the observations you made resulted 
kk my conversion : I am now a married woman ; the 
young man who Invited you is my husband; and is a 
class-leader. The Lord is with us, and is blessing us ; 
and we now rejcHce to see under our roof my &ther in 
the gospel.' " 

I have not anywhere noticed any remark upon 
Mr. Ouseley's mode of out-door preaching in smaller 
places. From a variety of circumstances, he seldom 
arrived at an early hour in the day ; but time enough, 
if no chapel was there, to secure a house fiir preaching 
in. at night : sometimes about the hour in which men 
yjT&re returning from field labor, and the villagers 
loitered an hour before their supper. At this time 
would Mr. Ouseley stand up, perhaps under the 
q^reading branches of an aneient tree, '^with seats 
beneath the shade," and give oat a verse of a hymU) 
such as, — , 

" Sweet muse, descend, and bless the shade.*' 
This, sung to a plaintive Irish air, would produce an 
immediate moveniBnt to the spot ; and th^n would he 
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tanii perhaps, to a very &Torite kymn, «nd siig n 
verse in English and Irish alternately. I set down a 
yerse in both languages : — 

" Behold the SaTiour of mankind 
Naird to the shameful tree ! 
How va«t the love that him Inclined 
To bleed and die for thee V* 

** F6uchaidh air Sl&noighthoir an domhan 

FUrn6atba dhon cran go g6ur ! • 

Naeh m6r e*n gradh do thug e anuas 
Chum b&8 dfttllang deun go l^ir V* 

He would then address the congregation in English 
and Irish. The effect would be generally very great; 
preaching published for chapel, or bam, or dweUing^- 
house, aa the case might be; and great numbers would 
floek to hear the word. 

In larger towns he generally sat on his hone~-4Uid 
though he passed through the crowd with his Uadt 
cap on, not seeming to notice anything, he eyed every- 
thing around — ^placed himself before a shop-window-^ 
an apothecary's shop if possible, and the proprietor a 
Boman Catholic; and there he would preach as has 
been often described. Another thing la worthy of re- 
mark : — ^Mr. Ouseley endeavored to be in the comity 
towns at the time of assizes ; and on the Lord's day, 
after service was over in churches and chills, he 
would stand forth, and to thousands of all noiks, of 
town and country, to lawyers, magistrates, jurors, yeo- 
men, and lower orders, boldly and affectionate^ do* 
clare to the multitude the free and frill salvation of the 
Lord Jesus Christ This is a part of his mode, which, 
as well as that mentioned above, tiiough I have not 
iMn notioed) I have oAen intaewed. Towavd the 



elose of our fint jrear, which iras wondeifblly saceeae- 
ful, Mr. Ouseley held a afield meeting in the lawn of 
Ballineven, near Barrisokane, kindly given for th« 
purpose, by our excellent friend James Wilson, Esq* 
Here, it was calculated, many thousands assembled, 
not only jfrom the surrounding towns, and from every 
part of Lower Ormond, but from the ac^joining coun- 
ties. I never since witnessed such a multitude at a 
field meeldng. Mr. Clegg, from Cloughjordan, firal 
preached, then Mr. Ouseley ; and O with what effect t 
It was indeed ^^ in demonstration of the Spirit, and of 
power.'' I closed that part of the service with an ev?« 
hortation. You will thus perceive that Mr. Ouseley'i 
method of out-door preaching was aa varied as di« 
wants of the country required, and as the circum* 
stances admitted ; suiting his endeavors to every caMi 
«ad ever watchful for new opportunities to run into 
tvory open door, and cry, ** Behold the Lamb I** The 
work so increased, and the word so prevailed, that n 
growing demand was made £>r the erection of plaoM 
of worship, as the temporary places obtained were pr»* 
various in their tenure, and, in some instances, incon* 
venient and small. This opened a new field of ente^* 
prise for Mr. Ouseley. In eight several towns he pro^ 
jected the erection of chapds, or the fitting up of houses 
exclusively appropriated to the worship of almighty 
God and the preaching of his holy word. Besidea 
other towns of minor note, Galway, Burrisokane, Ke- 
nagh, £nnis, and Kilrush, required suitable chapels. 

Mr. Ouseley, in the spriog of 1811, received an in- 
yitation to visit Connemara, which, notwit hs t anding hii 
incessant engagements, he attended to; and it som 
l^Qoame one of our stated pc^aobing pUiioef. ^^Imi 
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yesterday," he writes to Br. Coke, " for the first time 
in Connemara, a mountainous country west of Galway? 
I dined in company with a priest of rather good infyt* 
mation, at the house t)f a respectable man, who, about 
two years past, gave over going to mass. The priest 
and I spoke gently on many doctrinal points in the 
presence of the family; and I was, through mercy, 
Enabled to maintain the truth without '*the least irrita- 
tion. I preached to three families, and some Papists, 
last night and this morning; they were aU in tears. 
The gentlemen did not leave me last night till about 
twelve o'clock. They wished to lay an embargo ; but 
I came away in the nudst of a great storm, as I must, 
as it were, fly from place to place." More than fifteen 
years before, this country was visited by Mr. John 
Hamilton, (brother of William,) who was a most la- 
borious, zealous, and ardent preacher. His voice was 
rery tender and pathetic; and he seldom preached 
fliat the tears did not roll plentifully down his benevo* 
lent fiice. Mr. Hamilton's journeyings in Connemara 
were very exhausting, and sometimes his fare very 
scanty ; but he persevered in his work until he sunk 
into a low fever, in which he was almost destitute of 
care and advice. The great Physician brought hint 
through; and when becoming conscious, and in some 
degree convalescent, he found himself iu a hut, in 
which he had sought an asylum, lying on a pallet of 
nishes, with his feet toward the door. Soon his appe- 
tite returned, with scarcely any nourishment, save a 
mug of cold water laid by his bed-side by the humane 
hand of a poor woman. Just then, it is related, a dog 
«ame into the hut with a large fish in his mouth, which 
fcedropped on ihefloor beside die bed. Hiisaffoided 
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a* tim^ suppty) '"^^ conduced to the return of bis 
strength. What rendered this incident the m(M*e re- 
maricable was, that the pLice was two miles from the 
lAe where the fish must have been caught Though 
I entertain no doubt myself as to this strange circum- 
stance, you may, of course, receive it or reject it as 
you think proper. 

Throughout the year 1811 the word of the Lord 
"wonderfully prevailed on the mission, especially in 
Bnrrisokane and the surrounding neighborhood. In- 
deed, a blessed revival took place in all that country, 
imd many new and promifflng openings were presented 
on every hand for the promulgation of the '* glad tidinga 
of great joy." In a letter to Dr. Coke, in April of that 
year, Mr. Ouseley states :-^" We have more than one 
hundred and fifty, perhaps near two hundred, in so- 
eiety in Burrisokane, there, and about it, and six 
blessed class-leaders ; and about five hundred at times 
in our congregation. The most notorious offenders 
are, by the power of the gospel, reclaimed. Surely 
Ijie desert blossoms as the rose. We are just about 
earecting a large preaching house there. I think we 
llave nearly two hundred increase since conference; 
and in many places on our mission the people are call- 
ing for preaching houses.' I hope we shall have five or 
alx, some built, and some beginning to be built, before 
conference. Thanks be to Qod who hath thus so 
Uessedly opened our way, even in this small degree, 
in such a wilderness." 

While the parts of our circuit here referred to gave 
eause of gi^t joy, there were other portions of it by 
ao means so cheering. Though in the county of Clare 
many delightful indications of fruit appeared, yet, as a 
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whole, it. was barren and unpromising. Of tfasa. Mr. 
Ouseley complains in his letter to Dr. Coke : — ^^ The 
county of Clare is the worst ground for the gospel I 
ever met with ; but even there, in spite of opposition, 
good is done : even there we have sons and daoghtecs 
born to God." 

The attempt to erect such a number of chapels 
throughout a district so recently reclaimed was no 
ordinary thing. In a wcnrk of such importance it re* 
quired no small degree of confidence in the great Head 
of the church, and of self-denial and perseverance in 
carrying out the bold and foous undertaking. The 
friends of religion in England contributed very gene- 
rously to the design, and transmitted their bounty to 
the amount of £400 by the hands of the Rev. Adam 
Averell, the representative of the Irish to the Britidi 
Conference. This not only formed a foundation foe 
th^ purpose, but afforded a strong plea in £ayot of our 
interests with the friends of the gospel at home. Mr. 
Ouseley, in referring to it, says, ^^The money Mr. 
Averell has brought us from England has gready en- 
couraged us." 

As the origin of the above generous gift is litti^ 
known — ^indeed known, perhaps, only to mysdf— I 
shall briefly refer to it. We were indebted for this 
liberality to the spontaneous kindness of a genUemaa 
belonging, I believe, to the Independent body. In the 
latter end of July, 1810, 1 reached the town of Gtdr 
way ; and in the evening of the day (Saturday) went 
to our preaching place. It was in a miserable back 
lane, chiefly occupied with herring stores : in the midit 
of these we occupied a kind of room like a cellar, « 
most filthy^ disagreeable situation. In- tiie congveg^ 
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tion appeared im elderly gentleman, evidently of greal 
respectability. He proved to be a Mr. Maberly from 
London, wboee soil, who bad been connected as partner 
,kk an eziensive mercantile house, had lately died ; and 
Mr. Maberly was there for the purpose of arranging 
his late son's affairs. When our service had closed, 
Mr. Maberly, in a very kind and polite manner, intro* 
duced himself to me. He said most emphatically, ^' Mr. 
Beflly, this will never do. The Methodists of Galwaj 
must have a fit place for the worship of €rod. I am 
not a Methodist; I am a dissenter ; but I wiU, on my 
return to London, speak to some of my friends, and I 
think I shall get something to assist you in building ft 
suitable diapeL" Mr. Maberly was &ithfiil to his pro* 
mise. Lmnediately an his return he obtaiaed £260, 
and handed it to Mr. Averell, who was then at the 
London Conference* Mr. Averell obtained £150 in 
addition, and by that means was able to remit to Mr. 
Onseley £400. By the time the chapels, eight in numi 
ber, were finished, they were found to have cost £1,800 ; 
the other £900 being raised by subscriptions, chiefly 
throughout the province of Connaught, in about two 
years. 

New scenes opened to Mr. Ouseley in consequence 
of this undertaking; persons and places were now 
visited by him that otiierwise he would not have seen, 
and innumerable opportunities were afforded him for 
preaching the goe^l to many who could not in ordinary 
eases have had the privilege of hearing it from hia 
lips. He 8(»netimes said, ^* It falls to my lot to offer 
the pe(^e that which they don't like to take, and to 
Msk from them what they don't like to give." At the 
m»i»z«iice of 1811; Mr. Ouadey had ikree eoUeaguot 
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allowed him, by which means he was able to devote 
more time to this special service ; and by this accession 
to our number I was enabled to give him some assist^ 
ance in the work. All kinds of people, and all classes 
of religious society, contributed to the funds for the 
erection of Methodist preaching houses. The Pro- 
testant gentry and clergy freely subscribed, with many 
of whom Mr, Ouseley had considerable influence; 
and, strange as it may seem, many Boman Catholics, 
and several of the clei^ of the Church of Rome them- 
selves, were among those who aided him in this enter- 
prise. In the town of Galway a remarkable stretch 
of liberality was manifested by the priests on this occa- 
sion. The Boman Catholic warden subscribed a large 
sum, and appended to his name a strong recommenda- 
tion to his clergy and people to follow his example. 
This is a fact worthy of particular notice. The reve- 
rend gentleman gave as a reason for his conduct, that 
it would prevent Mr. Ouseley in future preaching in 
the streets. This affords no mean proof of the good 
effects of street preaching. I am willing to ascribe it 
to higher motives ; but to whatever cause it may be 
attributed, it was an extraordinary instance of gene- 
rosity. In other parts, too, the priests and some <^ the 
people contributed with surprising readiness to the 
erection c^ Methodist houses of worship ; and at the 
very lame too that Mr. Ouseley was publishing his 
controversial tract against father Thayer. I shall make 
no remark on the character and style of the chapels 
built by Mr. Ouseley. Some of them stand to the 
present day ; and if others have been superseded by 
buildings of a superior order, very likely those would 
never have been built, nor had any occasion for them 
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existed, had not those been, in eariier times, erected 
by the pious zeal and toil of Mr. Ouseley. I have 
heard some complaints of the upper room in Galway. 
This house was purchased and fitted up at considerable 
expense ; but no suitable site for a chapel could be 
procured for any money by Mr. Ouseley. A dwelling 
house was offered for sale -in Court-House Lane, then 
(before the erection of the present court-house) a 
very respectable situation. Mr. Ouseley on the occar 
non did the best he could. If now a more worthy and 
suitable place in which to worship God and preach his 
holy word exists, I rejoice; but ^^let not him that 
girdeth on the harness boast himself as he that putteth 
it off." 

Mr. Nelson, whose ministrationB are still gratefully 
remembered in that country, was removed to another 
field of labor at the end of one year ; a circumstance 
of general regret, and which Mr. Ouseley also regretted : 
but obtaining two faithful, zealous young men, Messrs. 
Edward Johnston and Cobaan, he became reconciled, 
and their labors were made a blessing to hundreds. 
Mr. Johnston and I, in the absence of Mr. Ouseley, on 
the 2l8t of June, 1812, held our annual field meeting 
in Ballineven; and the great Head of the church 
honored his own word, and many in the lai^ assembly 
felt its gracious and enlivening power. 
- Being a good deal engaged with Mr. Ouseley, in my 
second and third years, in assisting him in raising 
funds, &c., I had many more opportunities of witness- 
ing his character and spirit. Sometimes we would 
meet at the most important places, and then separate 
for the purpose of visiting isolated districts, where there 
was any prospect of obtaining pecuniary aid. 
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Having; in tlie month of August, 1812, spent fenam 
days in the neighborhood of Mount Shannon, for tiie 
above purpose, I sailed with some fHends from Cloon- 
rush, across that part of the river Shannon known as 
Lough Deig, to my friend, Mr. Francis Kent's, of 
Garry kennedy, to try what could be done in the county 
of Tipperary. The evening was beautifully fine, which 
contributed in no small degree to the eifect of tibe 
delightful prospect which opened on every ade. It is 
impossible to give anything like an adequate delinea* 
tion of the various views afforded in crossing this part 
of the river Shannon. The Lough is in length nearly 
thirty miles, reaching from Portumna to within a mile 
of Killaloe ; and besides its several extensive bays, 
varying from three to four miles in breadth, bounded 
on the south-east by the Mountains of Tipperary, on 
the north-west by the Woodford Mountains, and ott 
the west, at Skariff Bay,by the craggy rocks of Clare; 
presenting wild and beautiful scenery as far as the eye 
c^n reach. 

This evening we approached the Tipperary side, in 
foil view of the ridge of mountains which stand in 
bold and striking contrast with the rich lawns, wood- 
ings, and deer-park, skirting the lake. With other 
objects which heighten the interest, are the parish 
church of Castletown Arra, near the margin of the 
lake, and the ruins of the ancient castle from which 
the parish takes its name, casting its shadow on the 
water. It is impossible not to be deeply interested in 
the survey of this noble, expansive sheet of water, 
with its castles, towers, and monastic ruins ; its islands, 
creeks, and bays; and the numerous beauties which 
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mmd upon the eye in this most picturesque and di- 
▼ernfied landscape. 

When, more than two years before this time, I first 
rode along here, and the scene suddenly burst ou my 
Tision, and raised my astonishment, there was no one 
through that extensive country who received either 
^e gospel or its messengers. Now, thank God, there 
are many who hear and believe, and two most respect- 
able houses which receive the messengers of the Lord 
Jesus ; some Roman Catholics converted ; a most in- 
teresting society formed ; and large congregations in 
two places who hear the word. 

A short time before this I was induced to pay a 
visit to the parish priest, father Keating, to solicit a 
subscription toward the erection of the Nenagh chapel. 
Being introduced to him in his own house, when my 
name was announced, he exclaimed, "0'jR«*%/ you 
are, sir, a real Milesian. When I was in college, in 
France, I had two fellow-students of your name. One 
of them is now primate ; and here I am, a poor parish 
priest** Upon hif understanding the object of my 
vislit, he said, "Indeed, asthore, I will give you a 
guinea, on account of your name." " You act, father 
Keating, on higher motives," was the reply. " I could 
give you the money now ; but I want," said the kind 
old gentleman, " to see you again." I went ; and he, 
in the most affectionate manner, handed me the money, 
and wrote his own name in the subscription book. 
He requested me to lend him some Methodist books. 
I said, "Your neighbor, Mr. Caswell, has a good li- 
brary, and can lend you any you require." He re- 
plied, " No : I would prefer your own selection ; for I 
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want to form a judgment for myself of your relig^n.'' 
Before I returned, he was no more euf. inhabitant it 
this world. There is another circumstance worthy 
of being mentioned, as it shows his freedom from the 
spirit of intolerance so prevalent among the clei^ of 
the Church of Borne. Some of his flock had been 
awakened under the preaching of the word, and es- 
pecially one lady of respectability ; which gave great 
alarm to his coadjutor, a Mr. Harty. The latfcer came 
to him, and said, "There now — what will you do? 
Your whole parish are going after the Swaddlers. 

There is Mrs. K , the most respectable woman in 

•your flock, gone too." The good old man said, '*And 
what would you have me to do ?** The other replied, 
" Denounce her from the altar." " Muisha, then," he 
said, " I '11 not denounce her, or any one else. Let the 
decent woman go where she likes" 

In the mean while Mr. Ouseley pressed very urgently 
his arguments on father Thayer. God in his provi- 
dence . oyerruled the folly and presumption of too. 
American Bomish priest, who arit>gantly challenged 
the whole Protestant literati to answer his aiguments. 
Mr. Ouseley not only replies in defense of truth, 
but by aggressive warfare enters into the enemy^ 
strongholds, routs his ill-fated antagonist, and leaves 
him no place on which to set his foot Thayer died 
shortly after, and it was stated to me, by a Limerick 
gentleman of respectability and piety, that there was 
no question his death was occasioned by the mortifi- 
cation endured by his defeat Be this as it may, Mr. 
Ouseley's great work, " Old Christianity," took its rise 
from this beginning ; and but for the knight-errantry 
of father Thayer, might never have had an existence. 
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The.nrork became enlarged from time to lime by A 

variety of ciroimstances ; geaerailj, wben hj some 

temporary illaess he /was laid aside from his pubUo 

JaborSi his pen, when at all able to .employ it, wu 

^y^T ready.; and then would he, to use his own words, 

,^^ amplify it a little," and produce new arguments in 

^at importuit work. When unable at any time to 

pxercifie his public ministry, he would look so tranquil, 

imd even pleased, and would say, ^^ The gentle hand 

of my Master is upon me, that I may da something 

for him with my pen." In the early part of the year 

;183.3, when he got out the second edition of his work, 

be was so afflicted with a pain in his eye that he eould 

jieither preach nor write. He stopped in Limericl^' 

^ the hospitable house of hi& kind Mend, Geot^ 

jSvans, Esq. While there, two young ladies, one a 

daughter and the otiber niece o£Mrs. Evans, prepared, 

under his direction, his papers for the press, untilj-if 

^eydid not become adepts in polemical divinity, they 

ajt least felt perfectly satisfied as to the validity of Mr« 

Ouseley's doctrines*. They^ however, thought that as 

fluey had received such, a plenary application of ex* 

^i^e unction, it was hardly consistent to detain them 

fo long in the pains of purgatory. Although the first 

letter did not exceed forty pages, this second edition 

reached one hundred and forty pages. 

On the third of May, 1812, Mri Ouseley narrowly 

fVPCaped being dangerously hurt We met in Ennis, 

and after I had preached in the evening he went to 

the stable, to another part of the town, to look after our 

horses. Some persons intent upon injuring him watched 

his return ; the nig^t was rather wet, and Mr. Ouseley 

providentially held up his umbrella ; a stone wm 

15 
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tibzown fll liim with great fbaree and prooiBioii, but iik 
stead of Httmg his head, as was intended, the handlo 
of the umbrella prevented, and his thumb which was 
on it received the blow, and was laid open from iAm 
top to the joint. He calmly said, " Thank yon; yds 
have drawn my blood at last" They ran off, and he- 
proceeded to Mrs. Lloyd's, where, with some friends^ 
we spent the evening. A gentleman present wanted 
to pursue the assailants, but Mr. Ouseley would not 
permit it: and, although the incision was exceediijgly 
severe and painful, he rejoiced that he was counted 
worthy to suffer persecution for the name of Jesus. 
By a very remaikable interposition of divine xiro« 
vidence the offender was soon discovered. He was « 
fine-looking young man, an apprentice to a carpentev^ 
who at the time was employed by Mr. Ouseley in binld« 
ing our. chapel. This rendered the assault the more 
unaccountable. Some few days af);er this occurrence, 
the young man went to bathe in the river Pergns, and 
standing on the wall, which bounded the river, fitMn 
which he was accustomed to take a plunge, a stone 
rolled under his feet in making the attempt, and he 
fell on his stomach; immediate inflammation set in^ 
and, in a few days, he died in the utmost agony. Hta 
associates in the late attack disclosed the affair — be 
was the person who aimed the Uow at the head c£^ 
God's servant We said nothing of it, but the pec^ile 
generally drew the moral; and Mr. Ouseley passed 
unmolested the rest of his time in Ennis. Two 
instances of a like fatal nature took place in other 
parts of the mission — one in O'Bri^s Bridge, and 
another in Barrisoleagh — ^the circumstances relating to 
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nMdL WQidd be too tedkms for ^taa place. << Yen- 
geanee ia mine, I will repay, saith the Lord.** 
B'Mr; Ouseley went on liis way to the close of the 
year, ^* offering the people what they did not like to 
take, and asking from them what they did not like to 
^Te,'' bat succeeding wonderfully in giving and re- 
ceiling, nntil, on the one hand, many were enriched 
wdth gospel blessings; and, on the other, many con- 
tributed largely to the work of the Lord. According 
to the direction of the conference, Mr. Ouseley visited 
iQl liie counties in Oonnaught, and parts of Munster, 
IxBiBter, and Ulster ; and in his coarse preached every- 
wdHsre, and solicited pecuniary aid in the work of his 
ipreftt Master, in which he was engage<l. It supplied 
vaokj incidents of a most interesting kind, and ex- 
hibited Mr. Ouseley's character very often in some 
new and striking feature, as he came in contact with a 
variety of persons. 

. On Wednesday, December 9th, he proceeded on his 
tour through the province of Oonnaught, after preach- 
]&g in Birr two or three times ; and on Thursday, 10th, 
leaehed Eyrecourt, where he preached. I had to 
aoeompany him in this journey, which was one of 
gfeat interest, and afforded many incidents. We 
were invited to breakfast on Friday morning, by a 
ma^strate, a relative of Mr. Ouseley; but, some 
floozy affairs requiring Mr. Ouseley's influence and 
presence, we were delayed beyond onr expectation. 
We proceeded to EUlimor, tJie residence of Mr. 
Hardy, and, as we could not reach the next pUu;e 
before a late hour, Mr. Ouseley was prevailed on to 
4 remain for the night. 
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Just before the faxmly went to tea, & tall i^ntieman, 
of very marked, int^ligent countenance, entered the 
room; but it was evident, from his appearance, that 
his constitution was impaired. His outside coat hung 
loosely over his shoulders, and he, by his whole man- 
ner, seemed on a familiar footing with the family. He 
was no other than the Bev. father Glin, the parish 
priest; who, as is the habit with many of his order, 
among respectable Protestants, had cultivated an inti- 
macy with the faouly. He very soon gave indications 
of dissatisfaction at seeing the missionaries there ; and 
not knowing Mr. Ouseley , he threw down the gauntlet, 
already imagining himself secure of victory. He said, 
" It would be a very desirable thing if tiiere were a 
convention of representatives from all the states in 
Christendom for the purpose of settling the faith of 
the wwld, and giving the true sense of Scripture ; and 
not to have every tinker and tailor that pleases stand- 
ing up as an interpreter of the word of God." This 
was too plain to be misunderstood ; and although Mr* 
Ouseley said, "Indeed, sir, if this could be accom- 
plished, it would be a very desirable object," I was 
aware that there was something in store for the priest, 
of which he had no anticipation ; and, wishing to give 
Mr. Ouseley time for the defense, I showed some rea- 
sons for my dissenting &om the opinion advanced* 
He replied, "It is impossible, sir, that the judgment 
formed by such an assembly could be anything bat 
infallible." Mr. Ouseley then commenced his attack 
on the system of Popish infallibility already existing, 
and which had stood for centuries. "I feel," he said, 
"strong and increasing objections to that system." » 
"^ other inquired, " To what part of it, sb?" "I 
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iBhan,** says Mr. Ouseley, ** begin mih extreme ancdon, 
ivtiicli is ho Christian sacrament according to yonr 
own definition." He replied, " O, my dear sir, was it 
<not taught by St James as having been instituted by 
Jesus .Christ?" Mr. Ouseley replied, "No sir; you 
are aware that, in order to its being a sacrament, it 
should have been instituted by Christ ; and so was the 
Council of Trent at a loss, that three hundred bishops, 
with the pope at their head, could not find a single 
word of our Lord to sanction its institution. Lest you 
might snpp<xie me arguing unfairly, 1 11 quote &e words 
of the Trent Council fi)r you : * This holy anointing of 
the sick is instituted, as it were, a true and proper 
sacrament of the New Testament : hikted at indeed 
t^ Christ our Lord, in Si Mark, but recommended and 
promulgated by the apostie St James,' &c. And thus 
you build the doctrine on a mere insinuation, (insinua- 
turn,') Besides, you say it is necessary to salvation, 
and at tiie same time not necessary ; for it is forbidden 
to such as have not come to the use of reason ; and if 
ft man be about to die under the sentence of the law, 
hb cannot receive this sacrament Hierefore you can- 
not believe it divine, when you say it is necessaiy and 
not necessaiy." Many other things he added until the 
priest, tlhongh possessed of considerable argumentative 
powers, was glad to change his ground, though, unfor- 
tunately for his creed, to no better purpose. The next 
subject was that of half-communion — ^I need not dwell 
on their denying the cup to the laity — ^the doctrine of 
intention, &c. ; but these various topics are fully treated 
of in his « Old Christianity." So pressed was he at 
length, that he hoped to make his escape by exclaim* 
ing, << Oy my dear ar, if you weie to see all the books 
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fliat I saw when I was at cdlege in France, on tbft 
one subject — ^tbe real presence — ^jou would be aftaift 
to speak a word upon it all the da^rs of your life." Mr. 
Ouseley rejoined, " My dear sir, there are some things 
which a child can know as well as an archbishop ; -klr 
instance, how many panes of glass in that window,^ 
pointing at a window in the parlor. " Poh !" said tl^ 
priest, *' that 's a physical fact ; any one can tell that." 
3Vir. Ouseley retorted, "Is it not equally a phydcal 
fact that John the Baptist was not the son of the Vlis 
gin Mary ?" The priest said, " Very true indeed, sir." 
" Why,*' returned Mr. Ouseley, " is he not her son F* 
" Because," said he, " John the Baptist was never borto 
of the Virgin Mary." " Could any man," said Mr. C, 
" that had never been born of her by any power ev«r 
become her son ?" " Certainly not," said the priest. 
** Could any Oiin^ that never was bom of her ever bo- 
come her son ?" " Indeed I think not." " I have you 
now, my good fellow — can the corn which grew up laat 
year, ground by the niiller, baked by the baker, and 
consecrated by the priest, by any power .of God or man 
become the son of the Virgin Mary?" ." O," said^ 
ther Glin, "all things are possible, to God." "N^," 
said Mr. Ouseley, " all things are not possiUe to €M; 
for it is impossible for God to tell a lie, or work a b^ 
contradiction, which would be necessarily involved in 
the doctrine of your church. Besides, there are, ac- 
cording to your own canon, twelve cases in which de- 
fects may occur in the eucharist — defects in the bread 
— in the wine — in the form — in the ministry, &c. ; «o 
that, according to your own doctrine, it is utterly im- 
possible to know when there is a true sacrflimeni And 
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)f(9tw can any rational being believe that ihe acoidenbi 
ilo wbkh ihe host is liable can happen to the Son of C 
Qed ? It can be carried away by the wind, and totally 
deUtafpear; be devoored by an animal, by a mouse, or 
jrat ; a spider can be drowned in the cnp ; it can be 
frozen, fall on the ground, be vomited by the priest, 
.piously swallowed up again, licked up with the tongue ; 
and the wine can, if potsoned, be poured on linen or 
tow, dried, then be burned, and the ashes buried in 
Jiujky ground. Now, sir, permit me to ask, can yon 
beUeve ihe doctrine of your own cbnrcli? Can any 
«nan in his senses think that any of the above occui> 
fences take place with regard to ihe true Christ?* 
The priest was con£>unded, and said, ** True enougbi 
air; a great many people think that all things are posr 
able to God ; but he could not make this stick in n^ 
hand without two ends on it, nor make two hills witlt- 
oat a valley between them." Thus he £urly acknow- 
ledged himself vanquished. 

The above conversation lasted four hours, and there- 
Jbie there can be nosoore than a brief summary of ihe 
Arguments employed by Mr. Ouseley on the occasion; 
and though the very expressions are for ihe most part 
gJLTen, I cttBfiOt account for the exact form of the argo- 
ment in every case. There is a note in Mr. Ouseley's 
hook referring to tiiis controversy. Next morning the 
iniest came into the gentleman's house, and said to hb 
son, ^ Why, master James, these Metbodist preachers 
are queer fellows ; I declare I did not think that they 
were suck men." The young gentleman said, ^* But 
what do you think of your own argument, father GUn ?" 
*'If it were not' lor ihe Int of bread," he replied, («| 
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^wonld nerer celebrate mass as long as I Eve." ^Wi 
*> was no slight admission in a family in which he had- 
songht to ingratiate himself! 

On Saturday, the 12th, we proceeded on our louta 
through Loughrea. As we approached the town Mr^ 
Ouseley suddenly reined in his horse, and exclaimed^ 
*'' I feel as if the atmosphere were crowded with devils; 
we'll be attacked in town.'' Before we reached th» 
town Mr. Ouseley rode to the residence. of a magis* 
lasate in the suburbs, to request his protection throu^ 
^ crowd. The magistrate not being at home, he 
turned away, and meeting a military sergeant, he men- 
tioned to him the apprehension he was under of being 
attacked by the mob as he passed through the town* 
and requested him to walk in company widi us. He 
kindly consented, and turned with us toward the town* 
it was market day, and the main street, which is a long 
one, was exceedingly thronged from end to end, to 
that we were obliged to ride in single file. Mr. Ouse* 
ley did hot attempt preaching; biit the moment he 
made his appearance a most hideous yell was set upj 
which never fiuls in an Irish mob to prepare for the 
most ferocious acts: we rode on at an easy gait, for 
we could not possibly ride fast, having to pass through 
a dense crowd. Every kind of abuse and exeoratiom 
was heaped on the object of their hate by the vile 
mob ; and all kinds of missiles flung with the utmost 
fUry at his head. At length we reached the guaid- 
house, at which a sentinel was placed, and Mr. Ouse* 
ley halted, and, facing the crowd, turned his back to- 
ward the guard-house. It was in vain to expostulate 
with them on thm savage conduct ; they still persisted 
f n throwing everything they could lay hdd on, until at 
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hagtii a Ittge eabbage-stalk bit tihe senianel, and neadf 
ksocked him down ; he leveled his musket at the per- 
Bcm ; the mob thinned, and drew baok, and the fellow 
wti»made a prisoner, and lodged in the gaard-house ; 
and, in^thlB mean while, Mr. Ouseley and I rode off un- 
hurt Then the mob attacked the goard, and would 
have torn down the house had not their companion 
beeti liberated. We rode oii to Mr. Cannon's of Mill* 
inotut, three miles forther, and rejoiced togethtr with 
otir friends, at the great deliTeranpe that God had 
inrought out for us. And such an overwhelming power 
opj^ divine presence I have haidly ever witoessed sa 
ws» then manifested. It certainly was oae of the moot 
Biemorable days I have ever yet seen : the awful pre- 
seiMment on the mind of God's servant — the frightful, 
unprovoked, and murderous attack of a fanous mob 
on llie man <^ God — ^pasdng through thousands of them 
wi&out receiving any injury, and, at last, under the 
divine Providence, escaping unhurt* 

We passed on to Galway against Sunday, and on 
Tuesday 15th proceeded to Tuam, where Mr. Ouseley 
preached without interruption in the street, and I 
afterward in the chapel. Mr. Ouseley went to Dun- 
moi^ on Wednesday ; and I followed him on Thursday, 
aii4'preached to a room AiU diat evening, in his father^s 
hoiite, and had the pleasure of being introduced to 

* An accowit, wluch Jwd a|»peared in a newiqmper, is given by the 
Bjev. James Caughe7» in his Letters, which agrees in some of its cir- 
cumstances 'with what I witnessed ; but the attack on Mr. Ouseley 
is said to have taken place at the barrack of Looghrea. There may 
have been a second attaA, but I have never heard of it. And there 
Is some doubt thrown on that version of the affair f^om the fact, that 
the barrack is some distance from the main street where the guard- 
honse stood. The above Is a literal description of the occnnnence. 
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tiie oUMady and gentleman, the mother and fatJmodT 
Mr. Ouseley. 

On Friday, 18th, we traveled to the neighb<M:faMd 
of Hollymoant, and thence to Castlebar, Mr. OoMfUf 
preaching in the streets as we traveled along. A little 
opposition to street preaching in Castlebar, attempted 
by the mob, was soon put down by the magistrale. 
Here I receiyed a letter firom the county of Ckre, 
informing me of a most disastrous event. Mr. Oosel^ 
bad found access to the house of a Roman Cathoiio 
gentleman of respectability, whose excellent wife' was 
a Protestant, and who had trained two lovely dangb' 
ters in the principles of the gospeL The gentkman 
himself continued a Branan Catholic, and high in tin 
esteem and confidence of the clergy. But soon after 
he heard Mr. Ouseley, his mind was opened to ree«ve 
the tmth, and he was too independent and ingenoons 
to conceal the change. The consequence was, thatii 
systematic persecution was commenced against kka: 
and by the hand of the incendiary hb house, and offices, 
and farm-yard, were all burned to the ground; and 
himself and interesting £Eunily narro^y escaped in 
the dead of night, by flying in their night-dressea to 
the open fields ; thus in the depth of winter w«ve they 
left to seek shelter in the ditches of their own land. 
It was too much for husband and fisther; fais^grettt 
mental powers received a fearful shock, and his reason 
for a short time reeled under the calamity, infficted fer 
no other reason, than for his having received and 
avowed the truth of the religion of Jesus Christ 1 

Mr. Ouseley, on Tuesday the 23d, came to Newport; 
but his attempt to preach in the street was fiitslTated 
by the violence of the mob, and nothing of note 
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'bccwExed niKtil.we came to Westport, a beautifbl town 
at the texminatioQ of the road from Dublin. I rode 
iiQiind it the day after my arrival, and was greatly 
ftruck with the picturesque scenery surrounding it. 
.The approach £rom Castlebar is singularly fine, being 
iidomed with the demesne of the marquis of Sligo, 
with whicK his splendid mansion is environed. It 
commands a fine view of the Mountain of Croagb- 
patrick — ^the famous Bick ; the lofty ranges of Aclull 
and Erris, terminating in the stupendoua Mountain of 
.Kephin ; and of Clew Bay, studded with innumerable 
islaads. 

.. . Here, in street preaching, a singular scene was ex- 
iMbited. Mr. Ouseley, on Thursday mornings about 
veight o'clock, stood up in the market, in an open part 
where not much business was going on. Great num- 
bers ran to hear him; and he preached with great 
.vehemence in botih Engliidi and Lrbh. Two priests 
took the alarm, and, repairing to the place, endeavored 
to scatter the congregation, and in some degree suc- 
x;e^ded. They then retired, and Mr. Ouseley again 
commenced, and rallied the congregadon. He cried 
out, ^' My good people, don't mind these men ; they are 
like persons who utter base coin, and when an honest 
man comes into the market with his scales and weight, 
to prove that their money is bad, they don't Hke it." 
He . proceeded to show the congregation what the 
genuine doctrine of Christ was,, which the priests, 
though sworn on the New Testament to b^eve it, 
endeavor to destroy. One of the priests, of the name 
of Judge, seeing the multitude reassembled, ran in 
. among them, and wrenching a bludgeon out of the 
iMnda of one of the countrym^, began meet nnmeroir 
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ftiHj to lay around himi and dealt heavy blows on 
all the people. Mr. Ouseley then addre^ed father 
Judge in these words : — ^** That is it — ^that is the way 
to convince the reason of men, by a buille mhaide, 
(vaide,) the stroke of a stick.** Again ^ey were par- 
tially scattered, and again they were rallied, and Mr- 
Oaseley continued his discourse. But some man, par- 
taking the feeling of his spiritual guide, standing at 
a distance on Mr. Ouseley's right hand, seized upon a 
hard peat, rendered harder by the frost : I stood on a 
chair, on Mr. Oa6eley*s left, he standing on another 
chair — ^I saw the misole coming, had not time to warn 
faim of his danger, but'stooped instinctively to avoid the 
blow, when it hit him on the right cheek and temple 
and nearly knocked lum down, producing a severe 
contusion in the whole of the right side of his head. 
Though the priest succeeded in evading the ends of 
justice, he was soon called into the presence of the 
great Judge. There did not seem a second person in 
the crowd engaged in this assault: while many with 
great earnestness heard the word, one only, by the 
instigation ci the priests, raised the hand of persecu* 
tion. 

Though Mr. Ouseley preached in every town, in the 
most public places, very little persecution was he called 
to endure. In BaHina he was in some danger. In 
the market of that town, in the beginning ci Januaiy, 
1818, we preached in the street; the sj^ot he chose to 
stand on, was before the window of a respectable friend, 
Mr. Oram Lundy. I had first preached, and being 
greatly fatigued, sat down on the chair on which I had 
been standing. Mr. Ouseley's manner that day I shaU 
never forget. He held in his hfmd the tract he had 
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written to Mber Tlmyer ; informed the people tfaat the 
priest liad been a Protestant, and was brought in his 
own country, America, to embrace the Catholic faith ; 
and then he comes OTer to Ireland to convince us all 
of the errors of Protestantism, and lead us back to the 
true church. '*I'll read his challenge for you,'' said 
Mr. Ouseley ; and he read the challenge which father 
Thayer gives to all the Protestant clergy. While this 
was going on, thousands around seemed delighted, and 
hung upon his lips ; but when he laid <^n ^eir reli- 
gion, and stated his own objections, some of them took 
the alarm. A large potato was flung at him, but, in- 
stead of hitting the object for which it was intended, it 
came with great force against Mr. Bruce, who stood at 
Mr. Ouseley's left hand ; happily his head was protected 
by a strong hat, or the effect of the stroke might have 
been very serious. Two daring fellows in the crowd, 
however, were determined to take the preacher down, 
and one supplied his companion with ammunition, while 
the other leveled a stone at the head of Mr. Ouseley. 
Just as he raised his hand in involuntary action, the 
stone passed under his arm, and struck the lattice of 
Mr. Lundy's window, bent it, and broke the window 
inside. Mr. Ouseley, however, escaped unhurt, and 
some friends who had been watching the assailants 
seized on them both, and they were soon lodged in 
bridewell. Mr. O. was obliged to lodge informations, 
as he had in the case of father Judge, not for vindic- 
tive purposes, but to secure the protection of the law in 
the performance of the duties of his important and 
sacred calling. The men were admitted to bail; he 
who flung the stones absconded, while he who sup^ 
plied hhn with them was tried before the assistant 
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banister, at tbe qaarter s&mooBj and sentenced lert«» 
months' imprisonment. 

Mr. Ouseley at this time passed into Erris, a-penbitf 
sula in the west of Mayo ; a part, at such a fieaaoriL/ 
very difficult of access. There, for several days,' bn 
labored, as at other times, with fervor and feithMneiai? 
>The Rev. Bobert Bruce, who accompanied him in tli^ 
excursion from the Ballina circuit, regarded it as a 
high privilege to be associated with Mr. Ouseley, fbf 
even a few days, in traveling and labor. He writes 
in strong and affectionate terms on the subject, Mid 
delineates with vivid effect some of the scenes whick 
he on that occasion witnessed. Mr. Bruce descrilMtf 
him as inde£itigable in preaching Christ to all note 
of persons, and the effects to be most powerful. Ho^ 
says : <^ Accompanied by me, early in 1813, Mr. Ove^&f 
went into Erris, where we remained for a week. I 
had never been so long in his company before. HiK 
spirit and manner, his zeal for God, and his anxiety i» 
bring souls to Christ, were the subjects of my observa-^^ 
tion and serious reflection ; and I trust, not without 
profit. We stopped at Major Bingham's three days^ 
where he preached to that gentleman and his fam^/ 
not only generally, but individually, with powerful 
effect" 

The most remarkable incident during that visit waft 
a rencounter between Mr. Ouseley and tibe pari^ priest 
This scene was also witnessed by Mr. Feely, then a 
sincere and intelligent Roman Catholic. Mr. Bruce 
continues : *' On Sunday morning Mr. Ouseley preach* 
ed in Major Bingham's parlor ; and, accompanied by 
the major and myself, proceeded to Bingham's Town. 
Father Jordan had celebrated mass at the «nd of aik 
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hifl grog. A number of people strolling aldhg the flbore, 
and MDie standing in groups talking to each other, Mr. 
Oaiseley took hia stand in a convenient spot, with the 
Mjor on the one hand and myself on the other. WhUe 
lie aiing two verses of a hymn in English' and Irish a 
hirgB congregation assembled, and he addressed them 
in Irish. They seemed amazed ; and soon indications 
ef deep interest were-evident, the big tears streaming 
fipom iheir eyes, and the heavy sobs which were per- 
oepdble. AXi showed that the Holy Spirit applied the 
ward to their hearts. In the mean while fa^et Jor- 
dim eame forth from the cabin in wluch he had been 
iQl^gaiing himself, and such a scene toc^ phice as I shall 
MTer forget in this world. The reverend father b^an 
hgr driving the people away ; sometimes using his stick 
fi>r the purpose. Mr. Ouseley spoke to him on the im- 
propriety of preventing the poor people from hearing 
ih^ gospel, w^en a desultory argument took place be- 
tween them,Iklr. Ouseley sometimes quoting Scripture, 
Md sometimes tlie Council of Trent, and sometimes 
the £&thers. The priest soon relinquished the con- 
t^ and again used the sdck to drive the people away. 
llrb Ouseley cried out, ^ Don't be surprised, my good 
people, at what this man is doing. He is sworn on the 
h^y evangelbts to prevent you from hearing me.' 
The {Hiest denied it ; but said he did his duty in pre* 
iRenting his people from hearing heretics. < O !' said 
Mr. Ouseley, * yon need not tell me. I know your 
oath as well as you do yourself* Then taking the 
. Couneil of Trent out of his pocket, he read part of it 
in Latin, and translated it into En^ish and Irish, to 
the ao small annoyance of ^ priest'* 
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A Boman Cathc^ g^ntileiBan in the caxywd, m-3lbp* 
P^Dooald, in%o hud heard Mr. Bruce in his own hoow, 
and was very much pleased, was anxious to hear Mr. 
Ouseley, and raid aloud, "We must hear what^le 
gentleman has to say. We wiU wait and hear for oiu^ 
selves." The priest addressed him in a very aaga^ 
tone: '^Go home: you have heard mass; that. 'a 
quite enough for you.'' The gentleman turned at the 
priest in the most contemptuous manner, and gave .him 
such a reply as was suitable to the character of the 
holy father ; but, while it exposed him to the ridiciAle 
of all present, partook too much of the ludicrous to be 
inserted here. At the suggestion Cf£ Major Bin^aoi, 
Mr. Ouseley rode across a stream at a little distance^; 
and then, in his usual style and manner, preached ob^ 
" Thou art Peter ; and on this rock I will build my 
church," &c. The word was with powerful effeoi; 
although the priest in the mean while was beating ml 
old kettle, in order to drown the voice of the preacher ; 
in which work, according to Mr. Feely, he was aided 
by an itinerant tinker, who was there, seUing his waze. 
Major Bingham and Messrs. Ouseley and Bruce wem 
all the time on horseback. In the evening Mr. Ouse- 
ley preached again in the major's parlor. ^* Thua 
ended," says Mr. Bruce, ^^ one of the most memorable 
days of my life." 

Mr. Ouseley soon rejoined me ; and we visited severid 
more towns in the western province — Sligo, Boyle, 
Carrick*on-Shannon, Ballinamore, Mohill, StrokestowSy 
Elphin, Boscommon, Castlerea, &c.; and even for a 
short time proceeded into the county of Cavan, and 
for eight or nine weeks matters of great importance 
and interest were of daily occnmnoe. He visited 
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^lilij') clsTg}^, ftnd libtliops, on mi ws^, and ftbtKWt in 
^^nnrj case met a generous reception ; and I hnwt reik 
tMi to beUeve that, trough the blessing of his diTine 
Master, his Tisits were not only gratifying but profit- 
M^ to <lie several classes df persons where he called, 
as were his public min]s1a*ations in the numerous towns 
in which they were exercised. 

When we reached Bunmore, Mr. Ouseley's presence 
was hailed by his friends ; but even here, where a litde 
rest would have been requisite and natural, he must 
"Jpreacfa in the street. Standing at the end of an inn in 
the town, with his own father's residence in view, he 
deliyered to a dense crowd a discourse, in Irn^, of a 
foil hour's length. Such a torrent of Irish eloquence 
I never before listened ta One man in the crowd 
«Ddeavored to interrupt him, but he was soon silenced 
by Mr. Ouseley ; and the whole assembly was greatly 
Affected. When we came to his fistther^s, the old gen- 
tieouin heard that some fellow had interrupted his son. 
He was ready to salty forth ^ to chastise the ruffian 
tibat dare,, in his own town, to interrupt his beloved 
<3^eon.f 

If one week or day which Mr. Bruce spent in Mr. 

Ouseley's company was really so memorable, whit 

effect must three years of Christian communion, and 

of associated labors and travels, have had on my 

memory and heart ? Some of those impressions have 

already been faintly d^icted ; but no language could 

adequately describe the veneration which I entertained 

for that singular man — ^veneration increased by every 

day's acquaintance, and blended with tender affection, 

Which time caimot efface. But the period arrives 

when a separation must take place. Wliile I am ap- 

16 
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|i6iiited to a more lii&itod ^)We, Mr. Ooaeley, .«4^f 
five years of almost onprecedented effort, aiid coig^t- 
poiidmg prosperity, is removed to another proyincey^^tp 
pursue a similar course of unwearied toil, and %o wf |r 
ness like gracious evidences of divine approval anil 
success. Yours, &c. 



LETTER XI. 

Iiirii ConlsTence of 1813— Dr. Coke pretldes fonthe latt time— Mr. OuMlejr ofta iuM- 
Nir tot India— CoDlinpoce intecpoMt— Appoioted to labor in the north— Mr. Artkiir 
Noble to be his colleayae— Awakened under a Bermon preached by Mr. Ouaeley In 
Pintona— Many who were destined ibr the ministry conTerted by means of Mr. 0>- 
Rer. WiUiaiQ Copeland, Rev. James Hoqie, and otben— Doling the first year Mr. 
Oaseley extends his labors beyond the prescribed bound*— Obtains two more colleag^ues 

' the second year— Labors very generally throngh the kingdoo»— Not coo&ned t» In- 
land— Visits England and Scotland— Mode of preachio r, the same as described, pur> 
sued with increasing success— Appointed several successive years as a general mit- 
doaary^Tonta to the south attended widi great sU C ce M K is deflMiptian oC Pktfp 
Borke — Rebukes a priest at Manorbaimlton— Travels extensively — ^Witnesses won- 
derful effects of the gospel — ^Preaehes to great crowds in EnniskiJlen — ^Narrowly 

• aioapea with bis life from a mob in KiUetter fair— Escape in Uie sooth of Ireland— )a 
Connaught — Field meeting in the county of Donegal — Rides twenty miles through 

■ incessant rain— Labors in EnniskHlen — ^Dungannon — ^Monnghan — Supinencas of the 
JBngliah with regard to the encrouhmenta of Romanism— Preaches in the open ak iu 
Dublin — Many real converts who from fear dare not avow the change. 

My Dear Friend, — The conference of 1813 was one 
of deep interest to the preachers of the Irish connec- 
tion. It was the last time that Dr. Coke filled the pse^ 
sident's chair. His mind was deeply impressed >vith 
the claims of India, so that he sometimes seemed wholly 
engrossed by the all-absorbing subject; Buchanao's 
Christian Hesearches before him, his fore-finger- em- 
bossed in his cheek, and at intervals crj^^ing out, '^ I am 
now alive only for India !" When the question, " Who 
will offer himself to accompany Y>x* Coke to India" 
was heard in the conference, Mr. Ouseley was one of 
the first to volunteer for this new and arduous qjudeiv 
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Mkteg-. He stood ibrth in tlie coofevence, witibi'tdan 
itareaming from his eyes, lamenting that he had been 
tsompan^vely unsaccessfiil among his coantrymen, and' 
that he belieTed he would be more useful in a strange 
land. Dr. Coke would have been delighted to avail 
himself of the offer of his friend as his collefigue ; but 
the conference interposed. '^ Mr. Ouseley cannot be 
ipared ; he has not yet fblfiUed his mission in his nfr> 
tive conntry, and his place cannot be supplied on the 
JiMt mission." In vain the doctor pleaded; in vain 
'die candidate for India urged, with tears, a variety of 
reasons why he should go ; his knowledge of the cla»- 
sics gave him facility in learning languages, and that 
-tii«re was a great affinity between the Irish language 
and some of the languages of Europe spoken in Cej^ 
loa, &o. The conference was inflexible, and oveiv 
ruled the determination. It will be seen, in the course 
of this letter, that the Irish Conference was nnder the 
direction of divine Wisdom in its decision, and that 
the providential sphere of Mr. Ouseley's future lab<»rs 
was Ireland. 

The next appointment of our Irish missionary was 
to the counties of Antrim and Londonderry ; but in 
reality a much more general field ^f usefulness was 
occupied by him than that nominally assigned him. 
And whatever restrictions seemed to mark his Hmits, 
nothing could control his indomitable zeal and deter- 
mination in gcnng forth at large to preach the gospel 
tiiroughout the land. And during the following years 
lie was directed by the same hallowed impulse in his 
arduous enterprise ; and, as will appear, his labor was 
not in rain in the Lord. 

-Mr. Onseley's ministry was effectual, in numerooa 
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inftences, in the conTeraon of ymoig men, -vrbo ttii* 
tiiemselves destined by Providence for the sacred cqiliU 
iBg, snd wlio became able ministers of the New Teat^ 
ment, not only in the Methodist connection^ but alsQ 
in other churches. « 

Mr. Kq|;>le was among the fruits of his early mixosliy. 
A short time after their appointment to the Irish mi»> 
fflon, Messrs. Graham and Ouseley, wil& their Biblet 
in their hands, their black caps on, rode into the towB 
of Fintona, and opened their great commisdon to stuv 
ronnding multitudes. Mr. Ouseley was the preacher, 
on the occasion; his text was Bey. vi, 17, *^For lh» 
great day of his wrath is come ; and who shall be abk 
to stand?'' All heard with the deepest attention and 
many tears. A youth, about fifteen years of i^e, irm 
by curiosity drawn to the spot, and was deeply stmdi 
with the appearance of that extraordinary man, whiU 
tears, mingled with perspiration, rolled down his facev 
At the conclusion of his discourse, and just as he was 
riding away through the crowd, he raised his Toice^ 
and vehemently cried out, " O Fintona, Fintona I re- 
member that on the great day which I have been en- 
deavoring to describe, you will recall to mind that « 
man, sitting on his horse in the street, warned you to 
prepare to meet your Grod." The lad referred to was 
overwhelmed with a sense of his an and guilt, cried 
earnestly for mercy, and soon obtained forgiveness, md 
a sense of his acceptance through the atoning blood. 
This was the person who was now appointed to share 
for seven or eight successive years in the toils and 
travels of his spiritual father. *< The late venerable 
Gideon Ouseley," says Mr. Noble, " was my father in 
the gospel : imd little did I think at the period of my 
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cfenvennoll, Ihat the providence of God wotdd have 
e^ed me into the misaon field, mnch less that I should 
<me dxy be appointed by the conference as fellow-tra- 
'^eririth this faithlnl man of God, who had been the 
instrmnent of my conversion.'' 
* Ke late Bev. William Copeland, about Ihe same 
period, then a 7011th, was led to a savii^ knowledge 
df Christ by the same instrumentality. By a street 
fNftrmon of Mr. Ouseley he was brmight under spirit- 
iial concern, which issued in his converdon, and sub- 
sequentiiy to the consecration of himself to the Chru»- 
ifan ministry. He many years sustained a high place 
in the Methodist (jpnnection as a man of saintly cha- 
iiBtcter, and a distinguished minister of the gospel. On 
Mr. Ouseley's first appointment to the Galway mission^ 
the Bev. James Home heard and received the goi^l 
fiom his Kps, and was always after claimed by Mr. 
Ooseley as his spiritual child. In one of hb letters to 
the committee he does not hesitate to state this fact. 
Mr. Home has long been a usefiil missionary in the 
West Indies. Many more might in like manner be 
named, who, in after years, were through his means 
m^e the ministers of grace to others; and some 
clergymen of eminence and distinction in the Esta« 
blished Church received their first religious imprech 
sions under the ministry of Mr. Ouseley. 

During 1813, and the three or four succeeding years, 
the Irish missionary extended his labors and travels far 
beyond the bounds prescribed ; and so convinced was 
the conference of the value of his exertions in this ex- 
traordiiKary way, that he was granted two additional 
edHeagues, and^llie year following, three; so greatiy 
grew the word of the Lord. By rery tttODg aigOf 



246 MEMORIAL OF GIDEOK OUBBLST. 

ments, Mr. Ouseley shows his peculiar call tA ihe lEndi 
generally, and supplies many instances of nndeniftyfl 
evidence confirmatory of his views on this impottsift 
subject " I have left Messrs. Kidd and Johnston oa 
their station, Mr. Noble and I having resolved to talD^ 
the kingdom at large, and preach in the. broad pUieed 
thereof — even in the open streets." 

So intensely was he engaged in pursuit of the gi^at 
object, that sometimes he would, in distant fdaces «€ 
the kingdom, continue in incessant labors during n^ 
months without being more than one week at henooiei 
« On the 11th of May," Mr. Ouseley remarks, ♦*! h»d 
to lay by my pen before I could cl^e my letter, ncfip 
eould I take it up again, with preaching, long journeysy 
&c., till I have at length reached home, not having 
spent more than one we^k in all with my dear wift 
ance November last till now, nor having see^n her hot 
twice in all that time ; for the work of the Lord sa in- 
creased on every hand that I eould not spare time, 
properly speaking, for anything else but to attend to 
it I have been always of opinion, that if I wobld ^ 
good to the Koman Catholics, while my health con- 
tinues, and as I speak in the Irish tongue so mue%, 
there is no better plan for me than to travel throng 
the kingdom as extensively as possible, and to preaeli 
all I can, without and within. Thus I come to them 
unexpectedly, and they hear quietly before the priesis 
can have lime to warn them. This has so well suo- 
ceeded this year that more Boman Catholics have been 
awakened, and joined our society since lastconference, 
than I have seen for five years together. Even sinee 
I last wrote to you, in January, about twenty have 
jollied in my course." 
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(r4 Tlie^ p#60perity attending the exta^aOTdintfiy labon 

.^1^ Oiueley had been so remarkable, and the proa- 

p&ebi were so cheering, that the conference was 

nnxiotts to have the opening everywhere, if possible, 

Altered, and therefore directed that he shonld, at this 

.line, take an extensive range, not only throagh the 

dark places of the earth, bnt among oar societies 

Jhvcwghoat die kix^om. Wherever he went iaa 

psetiewse was hailed by Ms brethren, and in every 

place God voiichsifed unequivocal indications of divine 

jtp^PovaL Mr. Ouselcy viated th& counties of Wex- 

lovd and Wicklow; and in the towns where I then 

jttbored, die visits of diis servant of this Lord were 

Attended widi unprecedented success. In a letter to 

Ji&r. Ottseley, about this time, I stated my viewfl of the 

marky which I may here be allowed to quote : — " Nothing 

qan exceed my astcmishnient at the work in Aiklow 

and Wicklow, &e., since you and brother Noble were 

diere. The moat extraordinary convernons which I 

liaTO ever seen or heard of, hare taken place in thn 

fiSfusatry, Hie subjects of this work, of course, are 

^wnous; some very respectable, some abandoned, 

we atheist, and some most singular persecutors, 

htkve been convinced, converted, and saved from sin; 

aaui some of our old professors have been sanctified 

Jehovah smiles over all the land, 'the wilderness 

lejcdees and blossoms as the rose.'^ 

Mr» Ouseky visited these places again with like 
Desalts, The whole south of Ireland was wonderfully 
affected; aad every part where he visited the good 
J^ord accompanied his word, undl, according to his 
cwn aooount, not less dian two thousand, from Novem* 
ber to May, were added, by his instrumentality, to the 
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he^ blttflhing, 'this is certainly «n error m M^ 
dmrch.'" 

On Mr. Onseley'fl return to Dubtin at tlm time, after 
eigHt weeks' absence, the Rev. Matthew Tobias related 
to him a very encouraging circunstance of the efied 
produced by a sermon preached by jam in the street^ 
many years ago. A soldier stood up in the love-feast 
some time since, and stated that he had heard Mr. 
Ouseley preach in the streets of BaUyshannon, about 
eighteen years before, and that he was brought under 
deep emotion on the occasion, which he endeaT<»ed 
to put away fixxm time to time, but it would again and 
again return to his mind ; when on the field of Wateiv 
loo, in the midst of the battle which decided the des- 
tinies of Europe, multitudes felling around him on 
every hand, some particular expressions of the ser- 
mon came again with great force to his mind; 
and then, and there, in the heat of action, he surren- 
dered himself to God, found mercy after all his pex^ 
Terseness and folly, and, at tlie time he related his sin- 
gular narrative, he was walking steadily in the ways 
of the Lord. ^* I hope," says Mr. Ouseley, ^* tiiat this ie 
and will be the case with njhildtudes in this land of 
darkness and superstition, where a combination ef 
Mnderances deters them from an immediate and open 
avowal of what 'they believe." > 

Mr. Ouseley was encouraged almost daily by seeing 
the light of the gospel diffused, by means of both 
his writings and public ministry. He mentions two 
cases in which the power of truth prevailed over error, 
even in the midst of persecution. One of these was a 
young man who had read his tract in answer to father 
Thayer, in consequence of whieh he read his BiUe 
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exaadoatytWlwtwasiB^tboitb?' 'Laudnniai, 
Mt^mOf* was the reply. ^ Laudanum !' she laid) ^ I am 
Aidead wmxum I J. have swallowed a glass of it' She 
(XML to the <^oe g£ her husband, and cried out, < F---^, 
aaybre,! am a dead woman! I have swallowed a 
idoie of poison — send for Dr. EUiot immediatelj/ The 
dfietor.was sent £as; he administered a strong emetic, 
JUid Ab poison was dislodged ; but she had not an eas^r 
jRKmeAl while ihe poison remmed. And yet,** be 
added, ** 70U will eat, and drink, and sleep—you will 
iaq|^, and sing, and dance«~take your pleasure, imd 
iBBiisaet your business, and the poison of hell in your 
aouL^ This was expressed with a gravity and force 
Ihat were indeed appalling, and must have grea% 
afieoted all who heard it 

The details of the years of which we have beea 
taking a survey are most interesting and important^ 
but fiir too numerous to be transcribed into this letter f 
yet some of them are so striking and characterislie, 
that they cannot be dispensed with in a record ^e 
this, though the transcriber might earn to himself the 
eittige of prolixily. Among those places in which 
ki^ outpourings of the Holy Spirit were experienced^ 
we have seen numbered the towns of the county o£ 
Wicklow. Those of the counties of Carlow and Wex- 
Sfjtd may also be included. The town of Newtown* 
harry is mentioned by Mr. Ouseley as being greatiy 
** moved," especially at a morning sermon, &c. ^'He 
preached on Monday morning," says Mr. Thomas 
Barber, '^ and after preaching held a prayer meetmg, 
as he had done the evening before, when others pro* 
feased to have found peace with God. . His mode, of 
preaching that morning was very peculiar, and did 
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gteat execution among the people. His^ subject was, 
the opposition between the flesh and spiHt, -iB 
mentioned in Galatians v, 19. * Every person midfir 
the dominion of the flesh/ said Mr. Ouseley, ^is pdir 
sessed by a monster with -seventeen m&uths ; and everjf 
mouth seeking food suited to its nature.* He heve 
named the mouths — the people appeared horroivstrttciD, 
and many of them rbared aloud for mercy. Tlie le^ 
suit of these meetings was the addition of nxty mem- 
bers to the society." 

In the beginning of August, 1^18, he passed on td 
the city of Derry ; and in a tour of thirty-two daytrli^ 
traveled four hundred miles, and preached in his vaOA 
manner, '^ in and out of doors." He then went home 
to breathe a day or two, and immediately returned to 
the work at Derry. He preached in the morning at 
nine o'clock, at the love-feast^ and the meeting O0&* 
tinned until one o'clock. Here a Roman' Cadtolie 
schoolmaster, who had heard him tiie week before, 
came that morning seven miles to hear him, remained 
at the love^east, was powerfully and deeply affected^ 
trembled, and wept, and cried aloud for mercy, bvl 
soon was able with joy to cry out, " Glory to God ibr 
his mercy." 

Another Bomanist near Burrisdcane) whose name 
was Philip Borke, a great devotee, was, about this 
period, led to a saving knowledge of the truth. Beft>m 
Mr. Ouseley saw him he had become acquainted widi 
some Methodists in the neighborhood of Burrisokane, 
by whose means he was enlightened, and heard the 
Bible read, which created wonder in his mind. He 
was about fifty years of age, and was wholly unedn- 
eatedy though in several orders of the Chntch of Bianft 
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>^^4nich as the softpular, St. Fnmcis's cord, St 
iFosepVa habk and ring, &c. He repeated many* 
nearies, and was reputed a person of great piet}r. 
But the Lord laid great troable on his mind, and he 
ibosd no rest because of his sin. In his distress he 
went to several priests, to inquire what he should do 
t» be sared. One said to him, *' Go to Longh Bergf* 
another said, *^Go to Lad/s IslJand;" a third said, 
'^Beeerre the Lord's body;" to whom he replied, " Does 
your reyerence think you can make the Lord's body 
for me' T* ^1 have that power, Philip," said the priest ; 
*♦ can yon doubt it T* *' Please your reverence," said 
Fhilip, " I have two little hens, but no cow, now if yon 
oan torn them into two milch cows fi>r my children, to 
g^e v» milk, I shall beUeve then that yon have the power 
you 4»y.'* This was too severe a test ; no reply was 
flittempted, but ** Get agone, get agone," and so they 
parted. 

Mr. Ouseley having to pass through this country 
immediately a^r the conference, on his way to Con- 
naught, met with Philip, and got for him a pair of spec- 
tMles and 'a spelling book. The experience of this 
poor man is related by Mr. Ouseley; and shows, in a 
striking degree, the power of divine grace. He was 
Menedly led out of ignorance and ran into the enjoy- 
Bient of gospel light, and into the favor and the peace 
of God ; and he clearly and satisfactorily expressed 
himsdf on this interesting subject, and in his own art- 
less way prayed and talked with his neighbors, so that 
they would raliher have heard him than the priest. 
^ Several others that year, especially of the better 
edncated, who had read Mr. Ouseley's work on the 
Popiih cootioversyj were convinced of llieir errors ; 
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gad being induced to hear bim preaoli, weremore iottf 
enlightened, receiyed the gospel, and joined. the Mat 

ihcx^t society. One womAn, Bridget M ^ in the 

county of Down, had heard Mr. Ouseley seventaett 
years before, and received the truth ; but, being l»p* 
back by the priest, though she retained her coi^denoaiji 
she was prevented from meeting with the Metbodtsta 
for ten years, and never all that time heard Mwthar 
sermon than that she had heard from Mr, Ouaalsfi 
until she joined the Methodists. He met her now| 
after her seven years' connection with the society. A. 
singular instance of the power of divine truth is abir 
mentioned by Mr. Ouseley, of one of the Bomidi 
priests of Sligo, who preached vehemently against tfaa 
errors of Borne ; and m> high was he in the esteem aoed 
affection of the peqple, that the bishop dare not depose 
him. He soon after died, and they found it very diffi- 
cult to supply his place. 

Mr. Ouseley on thb tour reached Manwhamilton.; 
and while preaching in the street was opposed by m 
Romish priest, but the veteran warrior retorted cm hia 
antagonist with powerful effect " Fray, sir," said Miv 
Ouseley^ ^' is it not one of the six sins against the HdL^ 
Ghost to oppugn the known truth ? You know iktiA- 
what I am saying is the truth of God. You are sworn 
on the gospel to believe it, and yet you <^poae itb 
You are guilty of one of the sins agiunst the Hdy 
Ghost" The priest fled as if for his life, and left Mr. 
Ouseley in possession at once of his argument and con- 
gregation. He by and by got back again into the 
skirts of ike crowd, crying to the pec^, ^ The devil 
take you i^ 1 what are you doing there ?" 

Mr. O. next proceeded to EnniakiHeBy whaie « 
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w fa ad erft J excitement ims produced hy lus Tisit. Sh 
i&i^ted the people in the mioitet to come to the snbnrlM 
of the town to hear the word of the Lord. TVo thoii- 
simd people followed to hear him preach in the e^rts 
df the town* He rode through the market with his 
Hack cap on, and his Bible in his hand, inviting the 
pei^e to ^llow. Many of the Bmnan Catholics left 
the market to hear the word ; and it seemed as if aB 
business was suspended, while he preached, in English 
and Irish, the mercy of God, and the unsearchable 
riches of Chnst, to all returning sinners, without re- 
fl|iect of persons. ** The Lord gave us," says Mr. O., 
'^ a most solenm season ; while tears flowed, and sighs 
and sounds of prayer were heard throughout the whole 
drowd.-' No remark is requisite in relating these ex- 
traordinary exertions and their blessed effects. 

In July, 1819, Ma*. Ouseley expresses himself lii 
strong and grateful terms on the subject of his toQs 
the preceding year:— "The past year has been the 
most laborious and most prosperous year, for the con- 
viction and conversion of sinners, and of the enlight- 
ening and conversion of Roman Catholics, t^t I have 
witnessed in Ireland these eighteen years; nay, or 
fdsee I commenced my itinerant course, this confer- 
ence twenty years. I have also kept an exact account 
of the miles I have traveled on horseback, and all 
nearly on the same horse — about four thousand four 
hundred miles." 

We have seen some of the varied movements and 
labors of Mr. Ouseley in this and former years, and 
the gracious results which followed in every place. 
Some things are deserving of particular notice, how- 
ever, and I sAiall advert to them with as much brevity 
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M possible. On ihe 21st of May, Messrs. Ouselej mmd 

Noble preached in the fair of Ballybophay , county rf 

Donegal, to a listening and deeply affected multituda, 

who prayed for blessings on them while they rode 

away. Very different was the reception they met 

with in Killetter, county of Tyrone, another towH, 

about nine miles from the former place. It waa either 

a fair or a great market, and the town was filled wil^ 

mountaineers of a peculiarly ignorant description, and 

of a very desperate character. They reached the 

place between tiiree and four o'clock; and commenced 

singing in English and Irish, and nearly the whole 

£ur gathered around them, and listened for awhile 

with a degree of attention ; but some drunken men 

came into the crowd, and some reckless young men, 

who began to push and pull one another to create dia- 

turbance. Mr. Ouseley spoke to them in Irish, to no 

purpose; when they commenced throwing stones at the 

horses' feet, to disturb rather than hurt, it would appear. 

Soon, however, the young people seemed intent on 

murdering God's servants. A person led Mr. Noble'a 

horse out of the crowd ; and an opening being made, 

Mr. Ouseley followed; but Mr. Keys, who acoem- 

panicd them, was detained by the mob. This is moat 

affectingly described by both Mr. Ouseley and Mx. 

Noble. " My beast flew off," says Mr. Ouseley, " as 

did brother Noble's ; and a shower of cudgels and 

stones instantly flew after us. One hit him on the 

head, stunned and bruised him, and knocked off his 

hat ; but I escaped without any contusion. The whole 

fmr pursued us ; but our horses were too swift Jfor 

them, and God was with us. Those whom we met on 

our retreat, seeing our black caps on, thought we wb^ 
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jspBiniig a race, and <Md not annoy us. Broiber Noble 

»as foTOBiost in the flight, for I had reined in when I 

fimnd we were out of danger* I began to laugh a 

iittle, when I beheld him in such terror, (rtill making 

.off with all speed, for he feared the^ would take some 

abort cut^ and come in with us and murder U0. He 

almost feared to look behind, thinking I had been 

kiUed, or at least that he should see me covered with 

bk»od; but, to God be the glory I we escaped with our 

lisres, to pn^se our great Deliverer. They beat our 

hats most heartily, when they could not get ourselves. 

Buother Keys they surrounded, aHer retuming^ from 

32& They threw at him, struck his beast, and made 

her leap from side to side ;v and he fell among them. 

At length one of them (^ke out, and said, ' Mr. Keys, 

X know you. I heard you preach at a fhneral a few 

dayis ago. I liked your doctrine and yourself. No 

maa shall injure you. Fear not' His hat, however, 

fell off, and it they cvtt up with thek" cudgels ; but the 

Xford preserved him unhurt He got -but one stroke, 

afid was not much the worse for it. The man and his 

^orty put him on his horse, led him a piece out of the 

tavTki and after he had ridden two or three miles he 

.eame up with us galloping, while yet we were wistfully 

looking behind to see if he were coming, not knowing 

how he could possibly escape their fury. Thus I have 

given you die narrative of our happy escape; and 

doubt not but you will join with us in giving glory to 

Him that sits upon the throne, and hath kept aH our 

bones, so that none of them was broken.*' 

Mr. Noble says, " While we were in the midst of the 
ccowd, they seemed afraid to throw the stones with 
gnat vioknce^ but on our getting ei&a a shower of 
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Metfaodist sodeties. llr. Noble w«b b6 ezhansted «i% 
xequlre eome rest, and he went home for that pv^oia, 
while Mr. Ouseley with undiminished streagili and 
ardor continued his toil^ I was urgently requested -to 
take a tour with him, leaving Mr. Andrew Taylor «a 
my place, Thb was mentioned to Mr. Onseley kt « 
letter to the mission-house :— r^' Brother Beilly has baoC 
on a short tour or two with me, in brother KobM 
absence." One ^^ short tour*' was through neariy aM 
ihe counties in the south c£ Ireland, and lasted 
weeks. I heard Mr. Ouseley frequently, and 
witnessed his uncommon seal andwonderfhl 
When in the city of Cork I admired him more thaaott 
any former occasion. Night and day, in public and 
private, with unwearied diligence, he endeavored to 
persuade men to be reconciled to God. I cannot fiir- 
get (me discourse of his in the large chapel in Fatriek» 
street The Bev. Thomas Waugh and I sat beUnd 
him in the pulpit, while, on a Sundi^ evenii^, 1m 
earnestly and affectionately urged the crowded congn^ 
gation to give up their sins, and yield their hearts to 
God. He placed before them the danger of oq» 
tinning in sin — ^that it would he as fatid to the soul m 
poison is to the body. He illustrated this by areferenno 
to an occurrence which todk place in Kilrush^ in the 
county of Clare, some years before. " I knew a lady 
in the county of Clarej^'^-^and, as if he wished to confirm 
his testimony, he turned round suddenly, and said, 
" brother BeiUy knew her too. She one day took a 
vial off her sideboard, and, mistaking it for anotherv 
poured out a glass of its contents, and swallowed it. 
She felt herself indisposed inmiediately, and rang the 
ball most violently ; and when the servant apparoaehad 
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cried oat, <Wlwt was in that bottle?' ' Landamni, 
jBMTaiB,' was the reply. ' Laudaanm !' she said, ^ I am 
Aidead woman I I have swallowed a glass of it' She 

amM to the office of her husband, and cried out, ^ F ^ 

gmy lore, I am a dead woman 1 I have swallowed a 
4oK of poison — send for Dr. EUiot immediatelj.' The 
deetor was sent for ; he administered a strong emetic, 
jmd Hie poison was dislodged ; but she had not an easf 
JMomettt while the poison remained. And yet,** he 
added, " you will eat, and drink, and sleep — ^you will 
ianf^, and sing, and dance— take your pleasure, imd 
iBBAsaet your business, and the poison of hell in your 
eouL" This was expressed with a gravity and force 
that were indeed appaUing, and must have gready 
effected all who heard it 

The details of the years of which we have beea 
taking a survey are most interesting and unportani^ 
but &r too numerous to be transcribed into this letter ^ 
yet some of them are so striking and characteristic, 
Aat they cannot be dispensed with in a record like 
this^ though the transcriber might earn to himself the 
ehaige of prolixily. Among those places in which 
hxga outpourings of the Holy Spirit were experienced^ 
we have seen numbered the towns of the county o£ 
Wicklow. Those of the counties of Carlow and Wex- 
fcvd may also be included. The town of Newtown* 
harry is mentioned by Mr. Ouseley as being greatly 
** moved," especially at a morning sermon, &c. *' He 
preached on Monday morning," says Mr. Thomas 
Barber, '^ and after preaching held a prayer meeting, 
as he had- done the evening before, when others pre* 
£Msed to have found peace with God. His mode o£ 
{oeaehmg that morning was very peculiar, and did 
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numjr, and can«ed ihem to run away; while cUSbefti 
commenced on the aged servant of God, when he re^ 
oeiTed a blow on the mouth which knocked out two g£ 
his teeth. He placed the teeth on his hand, au4 
showed them to the crowd, while the blood flowed fro^ 
his mouth. " The sight," says Mr. Noble, " was trulj 
affectinjj^ and if he had been killed on the spot, I be- 
lieve he would have offered up that prayer with hi3 
latest breath, — ^ Lord, lay not this sin to their charge.' " 
. Whenever Mr. Ouseley found it practicable he held 
field meetings, and these were attended with abundant 
blessings. On Sunday, the 30th, he, and Mr. Noble 
held a field meeting about two miles from £allintF% 
in the county of Donegal, at which nearly a thousand 
persons were present Mr. Ouseley states — " We both 
pleached at the field meetings commencing at three 
o'clock. Divine power attended the word; the pr^ 
sence of the Almighty pvershadowed us; and the 
whole congregation seemed under conviction. How 
lovely a sight, to see such a multitude on their knees 
on the grass, and the floods of tears streaming down 
their faces, before the Lord! Some retired to the 
Lord's supper, and others to an adjacent house to pr^y. 
Many were set at liberty. Surely it was a day to be 
remembered-r-a day of the Lord ! We then went off 
to the Manorhamilton circuit, and a most blessed visit- 
ation from God had they among them." 

On Monday morning they held a meeting in Ballin- 
tra, and rode ofl'to Manorhamilton, a distance of twenty 
miles. The day turned out exceedingly wet, but, as a 
meeting had been published for that evening, nothing 
could induce Mr. Ouseley to rest short of the end of 
his journey. " A disappointment to an expecting con- 
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gregation," sayv Mr. Ooseley, *< is to me an evil oi 
0aeh magmtade) that I would prefer running a great 
risk rather than be the cause <j£ it. We were wet to 
the very skin ; poor dear Noble now and then cried 
Wit, * What shall we do? My very boots. are full of 
trateft" ; I am wet all oyer.' My dear fellow^ said I, let 
us iolagine that we are in the water, that we are swim- 
ming through ; let us push on. When we anived in 
Manorhamilton, our dear friends, Mr. and Mrs. Gra* 
ham, instantly got diy clothes foar us, for we had to 
take off cTerything. The people flocked out in the 
evening, which was fair, and the gracious Lord our 
God honored us with a season of delightful refreshing 
from on high.** 

. Mr. Ouseley had been very unwell through incessant 
toil before he left the county of Donegal ; but after the 
severe wetting and the night's labor, he was quite well 
the next morning, and, as he expressed it, ^^ through 
mercy we were able to go on twenty-eight miles to 
our next appcantmenf Thus he, without any cessa* 
tion, travels, and preaches in streets, and fields, and 
houses^ We next find him in Enniskillen, he and his 
Colleague mounted on their horses, their black caps on^ 
calling on the pe<:^le to come and hear the word of 
the Lord. " Such crowds followed us,'* says Mr. Ouse- 
ley, ^'as that the market-place was completely emp- 
tied. All descriptions of persons seemed equally in- 
terested. We both spoke, and with all patience did 
the Romanists as well as the others hear. God was 
among us, blessed be his name." 

A field meeting had been appointed some distance 
from Enniskillen, but the day turning out wet, they 
could not remaio in the field, but weiit to an adjacent 
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as possftle. On liie aist of May, Mesraiu Ouaeley 
Noble preached in the fair of BaUybophay, county of 
Donegal, to a listening and deeply afiected multitude, 
who prayed for blessings on them while they rode 
aw&y. Very different was the reception they met 
with in Killetter, county of TyronCj another towB, 
about nine miles frooi the former place. It waa either 
a fair or a great market, and the town waa filled wi& 
mountaineers of a peculiarly ignorant deicription, and 
of a very desperate character. They reached tiie 
place between three and four o'clock ; and commenced 
singing in English and Irish, and nearly the whole 
fair gathered around them, and listened for awhile 
with a degree of attention ; but some drunken men 
came into the crowd, and some reckless young mean, 
who began. to push and pull one another to create duh 
turbance. Mr. Ouseley spoke to them in Irish, to no 
purpose; when they commenced throwing stones at the 
horses' feet, to disturb rather than hurt, it would appear. 
Soon, however, the young people seemed intent on 
murdering God's servants. A person led Mr. Noble'« 
horse out of the crowd ; and an opening being made, 
Mr. Ouseley followed; but Mr. Keys, who acoem- 
panicd them, was detained by the mob. This is most 
affectingly described by both Mr. Ouseley and Mr. 
Noble. *' My beast flew off," says Mr. Ouseley, " as 
did brother Noble's ; and a shower of cudgels and 
stones instantly flew after us. One hit him on the 
head, stunned and bruised him, and knocked off his 
hat ; but I escaped without any contusion. The whole 
fair pursued us ; but our horses were too swifl for 
them, and God was with us. Those whom we met on 
our retreat, seeing our black ca^ on, thought we weci^ 
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jflnaoing a race, and ^d not annoy us. Brother Noble 
ivas foremost in the flight, for I had reined in when I 
iound we were out of danger. I began to laugh a 
iijttle) when I beheld him in such terror, still making 
off with all speed, for he feared the^ would take some 
short cuty and come in with us and murder us. He 
fihnost feared to look behind, thinking I had been 
killed, or at least that he should see me covered with 
bkod ; but, to God be the glory ! we escaped with our 
lives, to praise our great Deliverer. They beat our 
hats most heartily, when they could not get ourselves. 
Bnodier Keys they surrounded, after returning from 
iiA. They threw at him, struck his beast, and made 
liar leap from side to 8ide;vsuad he fell among them. 
At length one oi them spoke out, and said, *■ Mr. Keys, 
1 knaw you. I heard you preach at a fhneral a few 
liajis ago. I liked your doctrine and yourself. No 
maa shall injure you.. Fear not' His hat, however, 
fell off, and it they cict up with their cudgels ; but the 
Xiord preserved him unhurt He got but one stroke, 
a^d was not much the worse £n* it The man and his 
fori^ put him on his horse, led him a piece out of the 
town, and ailer he had ridden two or three miles he 
.eame up with us galloping, while yet we were wistfully 
looking behind to see if he were coming, not knowing 
lM>w.he could possibly escape their fary. Thus I have 
given you the narrative of our happy escape; and 
doubt not but you will join with us in giving glory to 
Him that sits upon the. throne, and hath kept idl our 
bones, so thai none of th^n was broken." 
. Mr. Noble says, " While we were in the midst of the 
ficowd, they seemed afraid to throw the stones with 
ipaeat vioieBcet ^ut on our getttsg dear a shower of 
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solitary instance of gennine conversion from tbe erran 
of Rome to the truth of the gospel, and from sin scdl 
guilt to holiness <^ heart and life, but considerable num^ 
bers, here and there, who became joined to the Lord 
in one body with tbe people ; and some cases have we 
witnessed, where the converts have themselves become 
gifted and successful ministers of the word to tlieb 
countrymen. This is cause of unfeigned and devout 
thanksgiving to the true Christian patriot who looks 
forward witb pious solicitude for the regeneration oi 
his country. But it may be well inquired. Why have 
not more general and permanent effects appeared frant 
the preaching of tiie gospel by Mr. Ouseley and o(2Nr 
godly men throughout this country ? It has been al* 
ready stated, that ^a& great obstruction to the improve*' 
ment of our native land is the false system prevdlmg 
here under the hallowed name of Christianity, wluck^ 
alas ! subverts the gospel of Jesus Christ, and contaiaa 
in it the elements, at onc^of corruption and tyranny; 
It is sttll a problem, which neither statesmen nor pUlo* 
sophers have solved, how the grieatest and freest empiie 
in the world comprises millions under the foulest boiM^ 
age, and over whom is exercised an irresponsible coii'* 
trol, (irresponsible to the state,) which forbids frMont 
of thought and inquiry: where British subjects are 
destitute of mental and moral freedom ; where the fyrafift 
is allowed to brandish his scourge, and fix his manacles 
on the limbs of a noble and naturally generous race* 
Why does not the British senate vindicate and estabUi 
the sacred rights of conscience and religion on behalf 
of British subjects ? Let no man be persecuted &r 
his religion, but let all be alike protected in the fisee 
exercise of tfart on which theiir reasoa-and ooosomce 
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decide. If such freedom as is the inalienable rigBt of 
Biitoits and of men were allowed us in this part of the 
enpre, we'shotdd soon see Ireland one of the fairest 
pfoikmB of the globe. Some striking facts have been 
already stated which indicate the spiritual tyranny 
existing in our unhappy country : I shall introduce 
anoliier here, though in reference to an humbler per- 
son, which will show the malignant power by which 
the destinies of dur country are governed, and which 
will answer the inquiry above proposed,— " Why have 
not more general and permanent effects appeared from 
Hie preaching of the gospel ?** Mr. Ouseley was 
parelu$hing in the house of a gentleman, in the county 
of Louth, when a young woman, a Koman Catholic, 
wws, with others, deeply affected. He conversed in 
his usual way with her and another, and the word of 
tfc« Lord had a powerM effect on her mind, and she 
immediately iiumed from lying vanities to the living 
God. Mr. Ouseley states,^ — ^** Respecting this interest- 
ing person, she sought mercy from God through the 
Mood of the covenant, with much diligence, and was 
soon made conscious of the mighty change and bless- 
ing of justification. Her grief and hardness of heart 
fled before the bright beams of the Sun of righteous- 
Bess, and ^e became very happy through faith in the 
Badeemer. She at once, as soon as she was convinced 
ef the danger of foUowing human dogmas, and before 
die had received that blessing from the Lord, resolved 
that she would go to mass no more. This created a 
great alarm among the superstitious ; and a plan was 
had to snateh her away from heresy and her heretical 
Buster. Her sister, a strong girl, and a Carmelitei 
eattscl on her eaiiy in a morning, saying that she 
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wanted to speak to ber; she objected to go with Imv, 
bat she seized her to force her off. Her master bent 
the bustle, came to her help, and extricated her. Wfaaii 
it was found that e-vil was determined h^, she was 
moved to the Protestant cleigjrman's until she read 
renunciation of Popery, whfch she, with anoih^v^*^ 
in the parish church on the ensuing sabbath. Whfifi 
the priest found that the sister and party migsed 
aim in getting her off, he, it seems, wsas horribly 
fied, and a messenger was instandy sent for bar £itiw«, 
who lived forty miles off. The poor soul came to see 
what was the matter, and by his reverence's advice^ hp 
went to demand his daughter ; but in vain; thegend^* 
man would not give up his servant ; nor did the &ther 
persist much, for he privately owned that himseli^ wife, 
and son, had lately read theinrecantation in the eoan^ 
of Cavan, but durst not let it be known here lest he 
should be murdered. On his return to the priest, he 
told him her master would not let her off till her tuM 
would be up. ' Go,' said the zealous divine, ^get a 
case of pistols charged, and then demand your daugh- 
ter, and shoot him on the spot* or any one else, wiio 
dare detain your child.' ' But I would be hanged ftr 
murder ; and what would my poov wife and 
do without me ?' said the poor man. * Well, then,' 
the priest, angrily, ^ 1 11 tell you what yon will do: shfe 
will be passing to church on Sunday to read her recan- 
tation, and be cursed to the vagabond heresy; seize her 
then, and there wUl be help enough at hand to ovejr- 
power the police themselves if they intei&re ; so there 
shalL' The man replied, ^ Maybe lives would be loat, 
please your reverence, and what would I do then? 
She is of age^ and if it be her will to do so^ how eaa X 



Up luerT They, however, waftcbed for the hour of 
hoe paMng tociiurchf and the place waa ftdl of peof^ 
Brim had been waiting fiar mass. Bat the niiniater acted 
•visefyi and sent her so earij that they missed her, and 
flhe aiMl the other persons confonned in peace. The 
j angisiia te abo signified his purpose to protect her, and 
fMOiish any that d^re molest her in ftiture ; and so the 
OMtter ended. All this I received from her master, 
wh^ also told me that she would go ten miles on her 
Soet 16 see and hear me again. I have been thus cir- 
teanatantial ia this case to show yon the watch the 
fcriflsts have over their dupes, and the vast daagem that 
He in the way, and the difficohies those have to grapple 
'mA^ who would embrace the tmlh when they knaW 
k^ where the population around them are influenced 
^ the priestB. Many such, at heart, feel their thraldom 
AUd errors in some sense ; but they fear to be mvr- 
^kred, or their catUe destroyed, or M«cr houses humedy 
fdunihl they dare avow it. May ahm^ty God open 
iheir way T 

Mr. Noble, in stating the effects he had witnessed 
by means of street, preaching, while in company with 
■Mr. Ouseley, expresses himself on this subject in 
ibieiUe tenns. " I must say," be remarks, " that it is 
■sy firm convicstion that hundreds, if not thousands, of 
Ihe poor Irish will be found at the right hand of God, 
in the morning of the resurrection, who heard the gos- 
pel in the streets, from &e lips of the venerable 
Ouseley, in their native tongue ; but who had not the 
courage to meet the persecution they would have had 
to encounter in giving up their former mode of wor- 
shipt and joining themselves to the Wesleyan society ; 
though many of tiiem did break through, and have 
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oontmued to the pxesent day; while Bome, to my own 
knowledge, have died in the fall triumph of faith." 
There were some who, without shrinking from the 
avowal of the truth in the hour of persecution, took 
joyfully the spoiling of their goods, knowing that they 
had in heaven a better and an enduring substance. 
But for many more the ordeal was too severe : they 
could not sum up sufficient resolution to bear the 
"trial of cruel mockings and scouTgings" which they 
would have had to endure ; so that either they moum- 
ed in secret over their hapless condition, cherishing a 
hope of future deliverance, or mingled again with 4hoie 
who wandered from the good and the right way. 
Whfit can true Christians in thia case do? They can 
keep the truth before the world — ^the pure, unadulte- 
rated gospel; they can take every legitimate meatta 
for spreading genuine Christianity, and exhibiting in 
their own life and conversation evidences of its saving 
power ; and by the subduing charities of the goq^ 
soften the hostility oi the enemies of the cross of Christ 
They can offbr up fervent, constant prayers to almightyr 
God, that he would take the matter into his own hand, 
and by his unerring providence and saving grace ef- 
fect that cbange in our country for which we m«sft 
otherwise in vain look to human means. O Giod, m 
anything too hard for thee ! Make bare thine arm kk 
tlie midst of the nations ; and let our countrymen-'-'- 
our interesting countrymen — be brought Into the 
glorious liberty of the children of Grod I 

» 

" O let the prisoners' mournful cries, 
As incense in thy sight appear ! 
Thair humble wailings piaroa the skiaa ; 
If haply they may feel thee near. 
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*< Th« captive exiles make tiieiT moaiui, 
From sin impatient to be free : 
CaU home, call home, thy banished one« ! 
Lead captive their captivity !" 

O Lord, hast^i the time wlieii the morning of Chiia- 
ti^n liberty shall dawn upon our benighted land ! 

Yoors, &0. 
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Mr. Odwliy Nflcn atnmitf Iroai aantloo* dmlnf « tiiov ■(i(n»>-1liehly wwasded hf 
tlie gnOom fruit*— Ad atbeirt eooTerted— CooTomtion beCwasD a BomM Cttholi 
feodeman uid a priest— A soldier ooDTerted oa die baule-field of Waterioo— Uflil 
«f <iMf«Mp«l qpmut bjr tfw wridngi and pmaoUng^ oTMr. Oiaeky— Jn ptrils amoaff 
lib eoaotiTimii— Laid aside tot a slwrt dna by a cold, eaoght while pfeacMnf in tta 
Mnefr— PnsdKs by star-Iigfat— Describes die flxst church amonfi^ die Gendles— Rediee 

, t» a waleriBf piace^guopeerfbl iabon wUie there— Rer. John Feely appointed tB 

tvarel wiih him— Mr. Feelj'i ehuacter of Preaches from thfatseo to fiAMn 

tiiM* a week— Violent eondoct of a priest— Sereral torn from mase— Novel aryuicent 

. afeiast the reel pieoence— Priest M'Gmuao— Mr. OvHeley rstanis to Dublbi ill, aAa» 
a tour of rixtj-alz daji — Street sermoa in Ballina— Great sueeess in eveiy pisee ■■ 
Ingmioas and conTinetng argument ikom the Rhemlsh verrion— ConTeisatioa with a 
priasl PiBsptcti of new openinf^-Lamcnts over die stale of Irehmd— Argumenti 
with a casuist— Receives a serere blow in Monaghan, while preaching in the streetr— 
Cum Ot dw misetles at Inland— Inteieruice of a priest in Kilmsb— Discussion in 
Coridk-OD-Shannon— invited to fieslgr diacussioa— Its imieeMa tanahiation in bvof 
of truth — Mode of preaching varied^-Aiguments tox a general mission to the Irish, 
fMHl his psMliar mOI to diat week. 

My IhsAR FRiEin>, — ^During the year from July, 1819, 
to 1820, the same course was pursued by Mr. Ouseley, 
With undeviating fidelity, although sometimes feeling 
the effects of such ceaseless exertions. In the winter 
he endured great hardship, traveling through snow- 
atorms ; in one instance the snow being so deep that he 
was obliged to return to the place from whence he 
had come. These efforts in such a season, as might be 
natorally expected, brought on an illness, which last- 
ed eight or ten days ; fixnn which, howeyer, he had 
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hid been beston; batiti8ag^orioQ<woik,]«deIig^4fiil 
on reflection, and always leaves a good conseienc*. 
When I arrived in Duodalk, I felt so poorly, tbat.I 
feared going to the streets, and yet I wished to g9. 
I went, however, and had a padent heating, a&d« 
blessed time ; onr hoase was filled at night; nor did I 
feel the worse.** 

A little aflter this, he states, that in a tour through a 
part of Ulster and Connaugfat, which lasted fiffy-two 
days, he had traveled eight hundred miles. After an 
excursion of thirty-three miles, during -this period, he 
reached the town of Ballyjamesduff. It was in the 
month of March. He arrived a little before sunset, 
and, the evening being very fine, he stood up in the 
street, and commenced preaching. Soon, almost all 
the inhabitants of the village surrounded him ; he caor 
tinued his discourse by star-light ; and many of the 
Bomanists, taking advantage oi the shades of evening, 
came to hear, and listened with devout attention. He 
then published preaching for tl^e chapel, when many 
of the poor Roman Catholics requested to be admitted; 
and while they heard a second sermon in the house 
the Lord was present, as in a former case, to apply his 
word. Mr. Ouseley remarks, ^ It was a most delight- 
ful and solemn season. Surely the * Master of as- 
semblies' was there to melt down obdurate hearts, 
evident by the copious streams of tears which silently 
flowed.*' 

Very shortly after this, however, he caught cold by 
preaching to a large congregation in the market oi 
Lurgan, and a violent pain in the ball of his right eye 
was the consequence, which in a few days became so 
alarming as to oblige him to'oome to a pause, and 
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Ittke to M» bed in Atigfanaeloy ; but not haTing tadk 

medical aid diere as was judged sofficknt, be Btraggled 

%8 far as Monaghan, and there was confined to bis 

l^d again, and bad to undeigo a severe coarse of 

treatment — bieeding, blistering, &c;, for several sue- 

tiessive days. On the 21st of June, after more thaii 

three weeks of painful affliction^ he says, ^' Last Wed* 

nesday, the evening before I returned to DabHn, I 

was bled again ; I had to come by the coach and leavtt 

my horse, as I was then too weak to ride. I am now 

&ee of tiie pain, thank Grod, and hope I shall soon bo 

i^le, through divine aid, to return to my heavenly 

emj^yment once more." 

' His account of his sermon in Lnrgan, by meam of 

which he caught oold, is very interesting, and ihowi 

that his was indeed a " heavenly employment." '< On 

tile 25th I preached to a great multitude in the map* 

ket of Lurgan, whe, Bomanists and aH, were as if ihey 

were fastened to the ground, and being bathed in tears 

tc^ether, sobbed, and cried, and prayed, as of one 

l^art and soul." 

He did not, however, get over the effects of his 

asfflictton so readily as he had hoped. In consequence 

of it, he was ol^ged to retire to a watering place, for 

a few weeks, to try sea-bathing as a restorative from 

Ms late illness. Dunleary (since called Kingstown) 

was the place chosen for his temporary retreat ; but, 

when a litde rest might have been supposed excusable, 

he could not b^ satisfied without doing something for 

his divine Master. Here he preached four times a 

week — ^witnessed some signal instances of conversion — 

and, when about to resume his general labor, left a 

litde class, consisting of fourteen members, under the 

18 
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care of the Dublin saperintendeht As soon ar Ini 
was restored to sufficient health for the "wcrk^ he eon^ 
menced his labor in the street of Trim, where he^ haA 
preached fourteen years before. When he add^ilsiA 
the people in Irish they appeared electrified ; tand two 
priests listened for some time, and gaTe no anno^iffioei 
On Monday evening he preached again, in the TriK 
eourt-^ouse, when many Bomanists, Mid almost aH dw 
Fh>t6stants, flocked to the place, and manifested great 
attention and satisfieiction, while he brought befbre tiieta 
Hie character of the first church among the Gentites, 
(Acts X,) which was planted by St Peter, and whicii 
ought, he afiirmed, to be the model of all ChristlBit 
diiurches to the end of time. He labored on tintmgli 
the year, and had the satisfaction of seeing mimy 
nnners awakened, and brought to a knowledge <^ dre 
SaTioui^. '^ Light," he says, " is going forth by Tarioos 
means — schools, Bibles, preaching, &c. ; and I do thiajt 
moral darkness is daily decreasing. Thank God, there 
is a good work going on in several parts, in spite of every 
opposition, which is peculiar to our bigoted and 
benighted land." 

Mr. Ouseley toiled in the way we have seen for om 
year without a colleague to support him in his arduoui 
work, as a general missionary; but fi>rthe two succeed- 
ing years there was appointed as his companion Mr. 
John Feely, a young man who had been converted by 
the means of the Irish missionaries from the' Romish 
creed, in which he had been educated.'' Mr. Ouseley 
speaks of him in terms of high respect and affection. 
" Brother Feely,'* he remarks, " is quite in his element 
when he stands or rides in the streets to address Iub 



mKbaairymsm in their own tcmgQ6,wliicli be vpetkn mtb 
goftai fiieility. And as ikej learn lie bas been of their 
<fBnt eburch, they are the anGre eager to hear him." 
Atti A&. Feely'a Tiews of bis revered superintendent 
vitt oenfirm those descriptions already given of hmi. 
]» A letter of Mr. Feely, which lies before me, be 
aajs^ ^1 met Mr. Onseley a few times before I was 
aflpQivted to labor under bis superintendence, and ad« 
ikwred las great zeal, and bis style in addressing the 
y e plct , and his evident concern for the salvation of 
saida- Upon my appointment with him, I confess to 
pCJOf I purposed having on this extraordinary man an 
egoti of obflBrvation. I- fimnd him a man of deep d^ 
H a ta dn esB to €kid, and, if possible, of still greater mis- 
aicmaiy zeaL As a minister of Christ he was indeed 
ktfttaat in season and out of season, endeavoring at all 
tinesv and by all^bristian means, to lead sinners to 
the oine aU-sofficient Savioor. I need not teU you that 
he constantly poblisfaed the message of mercy in the 
open air ; and often did he encounter things of an un* 
plei^ant nature while in this work ; but his intense de- 
sire to pluck sinners as brands from the burning bore 
bim onward in bis arduous course. And often where 
lir mi^t with apparent propriety rest himself, and en- 
Joy the society of his finends, he was seen in the streets 
aid places of public resort, warning men to flee from 
the wrath to come, and directing them to * behold the 
Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world.' 
And O ! how did he labor in prayer, both before and 
aitor these exeroises, that God would grant bis^ bless- 
ing «to accompany bis word I Often have I heard him 
weq>, and agonize, and wrestle with God in mighty 
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pttLjerf especifilly on those oocasioDs, so as to pndueil 
on my own mind the most humblbg affect. 

'^ I sometimes accompanied him when, coming inl9 A 
town, he stood on the most ccmvenient spot he eon^ 
select, and commenced forthwith to sing a hymn $jd 
English and Irish. For a few minutes we had haMlhf 
any audience ; yet in a short time a goodly company, 
of various denominatims, might be seen attentively 
listening to the words oi eternal life. Those services 
were sometimes partially interrupted by a few of th^ 
lowest of the people offering observations and eom^ 
ments, lErequently of the most absurd and IndicrOtti 
description; and again expressing their hatfed aaeA 
malice to the man who was so detenmned on doings 
them the greatest good, bnt, as they imagined, iSbt 
greatest possible injury. 

'^ On <me of these occasions a multitbde of penmur 
came together, and after addressbg them in the most 
affectionate and impressive manner, showing tiiat the 
provision of mercy in the gospel of Christ was no sec* 
tarian thing, but firee for all~^that English, Irish, said 
Scotch, as well as all other nations of men, were equafiy 
welcome to Christ, who died for tiiem all — ^he invited 
them to hear me in the Wesleyan chapel. Among- 
this assemblage were some Roman Catholics, one of 
whom was led, through that day's ministration, to cottt*^ 
mence religious inquiry, the result of which was his 
conversion from error, and, I trust, from the power of 
Satan unto God. 

'* You are aware that young men laboring with Mr. 
Ouseley were placed in a bad school for learning setf- 
indulgenee. I recollect accompanying him some dis* 
tance to a fair, where we both preached, and aflerwanl 
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tvienty noMes, -vnthout the least refreslunent, to 
fiH other appcnnlinents.* I know it is not in my power 
j^4e8enbe Mr. Onsdey as a preacher of the gospel ; 
l^.yoa will permit a word or two : would we had many 
mch teachers as he I I often thought I hsLrdly ever 
Ittord any one else who so clearly expounded the moral 
law, in its spirituality, extent, and requirements ; and 
who more convincingly described the evils of the heart, 
< issuing/ as he used to say, '^in tiie thiiteen streams of 
eanraption from that impure fi)untain f or who would 
^low iAnb sinner more distancdy his guilt, and ruin, and 
kalplesBiiefls. And this work being done, as no man 
ldlti»ore ^e-yalne of the atonement, so no minister 
yanaaehed it mare faithfully than he. In the redeem- 
ing work of the Lord Jesus he saw the meritorious 
cause of human salvation ; and through that work he 
fieemed on the acceptance of hia hearers a present par- 
don, peace with God, freedom from the dominion of 
flisy the entire sanctification of the soul, and, finally, 
eternal felicity in the heaven of heavens. Sin he de- 
ffuabed as the seed of damnaticm in the soulj which 
most be eKtracted by the application of the blood of 
C«hHst to the heart by the Holy Ghost, through faith, 
or else the soul is lost eternally. He certainly was a 
^oeat enemy to Popery; but not an enemy to its un- 
hiq^y snbjeets. Them he greatly pitied, particularly 
ik» uneducated peasantry ; but the priests he consider- 
ed awfully inatnmtental in the delusion and ruin of 
htunan souls. He knew the system well ; and often 

* The fkct here related by Mr. Feely was Mr. Ouseley's usual habit. 
In traveling long jonmeys, and frequently preaching in the course of 
ttie day, although more than once feeding our hones, I d(Hi't rscol* 
lect a single instance in which we took any refreshment, unless w§ 
ln|V«WMf te can at the booie of a friend. 
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had been beMen; bnt it isa ^oricmis woikj ifffli^j^ilM 
on reflection, and alwajs leaves a good conseienc^^ 
When I arrived in Dundalk, I felt so poorlj, tbai.I 
feared going to the streets, and yet I wished to g^ 
I went, however, and had a patte&t hearing, a&d-« 
blessed time ; onr hoose was filled at night; nor did I 
feel the worse." 

A little after this, he states, that in a tour through a 
part of Ubter and Connaught, which Uisted fiffy-two 
days, he had traveled eight hundred miles. AAer an 
excursion of thirty-three miles, during iihis period, ha 
reached the town of BallyjamesduC It was in the 
month of March. He arrived a little before sunset, 
and, the evening being very fine, he stood up in the 
street, and commenced preaching. Soon, almost all 
the inhabitants of the village surrounded him; he coor 
tinned his discourse by star-light ; and many of the 
Bomanists, taking advantage of the shades cf evening*, 
came to hear, and listened with devout attention. He 
then published preaching for the chapel, when many 
of the poor Roman Catholics requested to be admitted; 
and while they heard a second sermon in the house 
the Lord was present, as in a former case, to apply his 
word. Mr. Ouseley remarks, ^ It was a most delight- 
ful and solemn season. Surely the ^Master of as- 
semblies' was there to melt down obdurate hearts, 
evident by the copious streams of tears which silently 
flowed." 

Very shortly after this, however, he caught cold by 
preaching to a large congregation in the market of 
Lurgan, and a violent pain in the baU of his right eyo 
was the consequence, which in a few days became so 
alarming as to oblige him to^come to a pause, and 
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iike to Us bed in Augimacloy; bnt not haring fndi 
me<Hcal aid there as was judged sufficient, lie straggled 
^ far as Monaghan, and there was confined to hit 
bed again, and had to undei^ a seyere course of 
treatment — bleeding, blistering, &c., for several sue* 
tsessive days. On the 2l8t of June, after more than 
three weeks of painful affliction^ he 8a3rs, ^ Last Wed- 
nesday, the evening before I returned to Dublin, I 
was bled again ; I had to comd by the coach and leavd 
my borse, as I was then too weak to ride. I am now 
free of tiie pain, thank Grod, and hope I shall soon be 
l^e, through divine aid, to return to my heavenly 
employment once more." 

' His account of his sermon in Lnrgan, by maani of 
which he caught oold, is very interesting, and iHiowf 
that his was indeed a " heavenly employment '* On 
the 25th I preached to a great multitude in the mar- 
ket of Lurgan, who, Bomanists and all, were as if they 
were fastened to the ground, and being bathed in tears 
together, sobbed, and cried, and prayed, as of one 
heart and soul." 

He did not, however, get over the effects of his 
affliction so readily as he had hoped. In consequence 
of it, lie was obliged to retire to a watering place, for 
a few weeks, to try sea-bathing as a restorative ^m 
his late illness. Dunleary (since called Kingstown) 
was the place chosen for his temporary retreat ; but, 
when a litde rest might have been supposed excusable, 
he could not b^ satisfied without doing something for 
his divine Master. Here he preached four times a 
week — ^witnessed some signal instances of conversion — 
and, when about to resume his general labor, left a 

Utile class, consisting of fourteen members, under the 

18 
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care of tHe Dublin superintehdeht As soon i» im^ 
was restored to sufficient health for the wcrk^ he eon^ 
menced his labor in the street of Trim, where he' hwi 
preached fourteen years before. When he addi^ilMd 
the people in Irish they appeared electrified ; and two 
priests listened for some time, and ga^e no anno^^aaoei 
On Monday evening he preached again, in the Trim 
court-^ouse, when many Romanists, Mid almost afi tin 
iVotdstants, flocked to the place, and manifested great 
attention and satisfaction, while he brought before tibtesa' 
the character of the first church among the Gentiles; 
(Acts X,) which was planted by St Peter, and wlaidk 
ought, he affirmed, to be the model of all Christiatt 
dbiurdbes to the end of time. He labored on through 
tiie year, and had the satirfaction of seeing many 
anners awakened, and brought to a knowledge <^ ^m 
SaTiour. ** Light," he says, " is gmng forth by viaioiuft 
means— schools, Bibles, preaching, &c. ; and I do thmk 
moral darkness is daily decreasing. Thank God, there 
is a good woik going on in several parts, in spite of every 
opposition, which is peculiar to our bigoted and 
benighted land.** 

Mr. Ouseley toUed in the way we have seen for om 
year without a colleague to support him in his arduout 
work, as a general missionary; but for the two succeed- 
ing years there was appointed as his companion Mr 
John Feely, a young man who had been converted by 
the means of the Irish missionaries from thcr Boranh 
creed, in which he had been educated.'' Mr. Ouseley 
speaks of him in terms of high respect and affection. 
** Brother Feely,'* he remarks, ^* is quite in his element 
when he stands or rides in the streets to address hk 



^BtiaUgfrnum m their owa taiigiie,wliich lie speaks mA 
gpesi fiieittty. And as they learn he has been of their 
limn ehurch, they are the more eager to hear him/' 
AaA hir. Feely's views of hb reyered superintendent 
wtk oonfinn those descriptions already given of him. 
Imrm letter of Mr. Feely, which lies before me, he 
aayS^ '^I met Mr. Ooseley a few times before I was 
aKpoJBBied to labor under his superintendence, and ad^ 
takftd has great zeal, and his style in addressmg the 
pt0fkdi and his evident concern for the salvation of 
sovkk Upon my iqipointraent with him, I confess to 
)KNt» I purposed having on this extraordinary man an 
cgoe of observation. I fbond him a man of deep de» 
ifloMnesB to God, and, if possible, of stiQ greater mi»- 
fliottary zeal. As a minister of Christ he was indeed 
lottaBt in season and out of season, endeavoring at all 
tineB^ and by allNChristian means, to lead sinners to 
llie one allrsafficient Saviour. I need not teU you that 
hfr constantly published the message of meicy in the 
open air ; and often did he encounter things of an un- 
ploasant nature while in this work ; but his intense de- 
sire to pluck sinners as brands from the burning bore 
hwi onward in his arduous course. And oilen where 
h» might with apparent propriety rest himself, and en- 
Jo^ the society of his friends, he was seen in the streets 
atd places of public resort, warning men to flee from 
the wntth to come, and directing them to * behold the 
Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world.' 
And O ! how did he labor in prayer, both before and 
alto these exercises, tibat God would grant his bless- 
ing to accompany his word 1 Often have I heard him 
we^, and agonize, and wresde with God in mighty 
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pnyeTy especially- on tfaoK oocaaioiu, so as to pvodtMtt 
on my own mind the most humbEng effect. 

^^ I sometimes accompanied him when, commg into iL 
town, he stood on the most conTenient spot he eovli 
select, and commenced forthwith to sing a hymn M 
English and Irish. For a few minutes we had haaMfiy 
any audience; yet in a short time a goodly company^ 
of various denominatkms, might be seen attentively 
listening to the woxds of eternal life. Those servicea 
were sometimes partially interrupted by a few of tii6 
lowest of the people c^ering observations and eom>- 
ments, frequentiy of the most absurd and ludicrous 
description; and again ezpiesaing tiieir hatfed and 
malice to the man who waq so determined on doing 
them the greatest good, bnt, as they imagined, ^b» 
greatest possible injury. - 

<' On one of these occasions a multitude of penontf^ 
came together, and after addressing them in the most 
affectionate and impressive manner, showing that the 
provision of mercy in the gospel of Christ was no sec* 
tarian thing, but free for all — ^diat English, Irish, and 
Scoteh, as well as all otiier nations of men, were equaHy 
welcome to Christ, who died for tiiem all— he invited 
them to hear me in the Wesleyan chapel. Anion|^' 
this assemblage were scMDie Boman Catholics, one of 
whom was led, through that day's ministration, to cam^ 
mence religious inquiry, the rescdt of which was his 
conversion from error, and, I trust, from the power of 
Satan unto God. 

^* You are aware that young men laboring with Mr. 
Ouseley were placed in a bad school for learning sel^ 
indulgence. I recollect accompanying him Bome dis- 
tance to a fkir, where we both preached^ and afterwaxd 
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i«A» imeiafy mBes, -whiioiit iJie least refreslunent, to 
fiU other appotniments.* I know it is not in my power 
laidesenbe Mr. Oaseley as a preacher of the gospel ; 
iHltyoa will pennit a word or two : would we had many 
gach teachers as he t I often thought I hardly ever 
lioard any one else who so clearly expounded the moral 
law, in its spirituality, extent, and requirements ; and 
1^ more convincingly described the evils of the heart, 
^isniing,' as he used to say, ^in the thirteen streams of 
etsruption from that impure fi>untain ;' or who would 
fknaw the ednner more distinctly his guilt, and ruin, and 
IttlplesBneflu And this imk being done, as no man 
§^moaee tfaeTalne of the atonement, so no minister 
jBoraaehed it mare fiiithfully than he. In the redeem- 
ing work of the Lord Jesus he saw the meritorious 
cause of iinman salvation ; and through that work he 
fivetmad on the acoeptanee of his hearers a present par- 
don, peace with. God, freedom from the dominion of 
rnHf the entire sanctificalaon of the soul, and, finally, 
eternal felicity in the heaven of heavens. Sin he de- 
0Bl!ibed as the seed of damnation in the soul, which 
must be extracted by the application of the blood of 
Christ to the heart by the Holy Ghost, through faith, 
or else the soul is lost eternally. He certainly was a 
gseat enemy to Pc^ry ; but not an enemy to its un- 
ha^y snljects. Them he greatly pitied, particularly 
tltt uneducated peasantry ; but the priests he considier- 
ed awfully instrumental in the delusion and ruin of 
litmian souls. He knew the system well ; and often 

* The feet here fel&ted byMr. Feelywas Mr. Oaseley's usual habit. 
In travelini; long joarnefs, and frequently preaching^ in the coarse of 
the day, although more than once feeding oxur h<»aeB, I dent raool- 
lect a single instance in which we took any refreshment, unless we 
h a p yaed te cmH at tiie house of a friend. 
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taught the people by showing them how trd& md 9i^s&t 
conflicted in their own books and catechisms. B% 
knew that the errors of the Church of Bmne WM 
fearfully calculated to neutraliee the effects of tnilh'^ 
even of such portions of truth as were retained in its 
own system ; and he would demolish all refuges of Ii6fl^ 
that he might lead the people to Him that hath said^ * I 
am the way, and the truth, and the life : no man cma^ 
to the Father but by me.' " 

Such is the description given by Mr. Fedy, in « 
letter to me, of the character and lalxws of the vena-' 
rable subject of this Memorial There were no meA 
in the Irish connection who had such (^portumties «f 
knowing and judging of Mr. Ouseley as Messrs. 2iohi| 
and Feely, aiui myself, we having been successEvelyliii 
companions in travel during one-third the period of 
his ministerial life. I therefore regard the abore d«>* 
scription as a most valuable record, given, as it id,' 1^ 
a man of such judgment and discrimination as Mr. 
Feely. 

Mr. Ouseley and his companion took tour after ima, 
and incessantly engaged in the most toilsome and ex- 
hausting exertions. Generally Mr. O. preached fixna 
thirteen to fifteen times a week ; and even throng tlM 
severity of winter his labors were uninterrupted, and 
yet his health continued unimpaired. *^ Brother Fe^ 
ly,'' says Mr. O., ** preaches nearly as mudb. On oiB 
of these tours, I remarked that for nine days succen- 
ively I have preached in the open air, besides twioa a 
day generally in chapels : so that we have preached 
to vast multitudes.** 

In one place, at this time, a schoolmaster, . who had 
* <wn a determined iHgot, through the violent conduct 



MBX^miAL OF AIDUOJX OUBfiLST. 279 

^Ju0 own piiest became su^cioiis. The priest knock- 
§^ down a man in the chapel, and kicked him while 
j^k^Vfn. This so shocked this intelUgent man, that he 
abiNidoned at once the service and conununion of the 
4i<hiirch of Eome. He obtained a copy of the Rhemr 
it^ Testament, and compared it with the authorized 
version,^ which he had been taught to esteem as a 
jivzetehed, diabolical fabrication of Luther and Calvin ; 
and on finding the diflferenoe very inconsiderable, ht 
preferred the Protestant version, as being more elegant 
and oonect. He found also that the religion he had 
Mieved differed from even the Bhenush Testament ; 
$»dj quite alarmed, waited on the priest, and told him 
te was very uneasy. '^ I fear there are errors in our 
jQ^i^n,'' said he; ''for it does not agree with our 
Testament, which you know, sir, is the word of God.^ 
The holy fither replied, " What errors ? If I hear any 
more such language, I '11 give you the whip : so I wilL" 
"^If you do, sir," said the other, '' I will give you the 
law. I will surely indict you, if you strike me." After 
ihis he went and joined die Methodist society. 

Another schoolmaster in the same vicinity read Mr. 
Ouaeley's " Old Christianity," and deemed it unanswer- 
able; and declared it was calculated to convert more 
Boman Catholics than all the other books he had ever 
aeen. He aocm renounced the oass, as did also one 
af his neighbors to whom he stated his scruples. 

Just at this time, a young gentleman, who had been 
educated in Maynooth College, conceived lumself c(»n- 
petent to defend hb doctrine, and had frequently as- 
sailed Frotestant gentlemen on the subject of thek 
reBgiott. He wished to have an interview with Mr* 
Onseley, and was innted to dine in company with him. 
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After dinner he intit)dnoed Ids ftmMite theme. Hki^ 
conyersed very freely and cordially for seme hdon eii 
the various dogmas of his system, to lihe great mHulh 
faction of one of the gentlemen he had s6 often attaek*- 
ed. After he found he could not defend the pepe% 
sapremacy, he turned to the famous topic of transob* 
•tantiation. He said that our Lord had turned the 
sacramental bread into his own body, &c. Mr. O. asked 
him, ^' Did not our blessed Lord eat of that l»*ead, and 
drink of that cup, after the consecration ?" He an* 
•wered, ** Yes." "And do you think/' said Mr. O^ 
^^ that he ate himself?** The young disputant replied^ 
" I believe he did." « Then," retcMrted Mr. O., « his 
man head was in his own mouthy as were his feet and 
his whole body- And so a part is greater than tiM 
whole, &c. And yet his feet were on the ground 1 1" 
The gentlemen present laughed immoderately at such 
an absurd notion. The young man was quite con- 
founded, and virtually relinquished the doctrine, by 
saying he did not believe that the human body (^ 
Christ was in the bread ; bat that some virtue assigned- 
it by our Lord made it equivalent to his body, &c. He 
took wit^ him a copy of " Old Christianity," and there 
were &vorable accounts heard from him afterward. 

Mr. Ouseley's method of treatmg the doctrine of 
transubstantiation was as varied as it was ingeniomk 
Preaching in Irish, in the market of Arva, about thiv 
time, to a great multitude of Roman Catholics, he took 
for his text, Heb. x, 5. When he came to that part, 
" but a body hast thou prepared me " he collated it 
with Matt i, 20, and Luke i, S5. He called the atten- 
tion of his numerous hearers particularly to this part, by 
wlach they n^ght readify peieeite tibat as netliier the 
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iT not the H0I7 Ghost became incarnate ; but tibe 
iecofid person, tiie Logos or Son, only : so neillier the 
SMcer nor 4^e Son created the hmnanity, or natural 
hfritf, of Christ | but the Holy Ghost only. Therefore 
u every priest is on his oalh to believe the New Testa- 
flieiit is truth, so he is sworn to believe this part, that 
Olirist never created his own natural body; and if 
not, then that which he called his *' body," at the last 
tii)]|>er, as it could not be his human body, so it 
eoald be no more than his figurative, commemorative 
body, as Protestants say of it. And if Christ did not 
OMdoe his own natural body at any time, then to give 
power to any man to do so, is totally inadmissible: 
tad tiierefbre the priesf s oat^, that he can make Ihe 
aatoral body of Christ of breads is not only absurd in 
ihe extareme, but stands in direct oppOisition to his 
^er oath, that the gospel is true. Then if the body 
of Christ was not, is not, made of bread ; and if to give 
divine worship *to what is not, cannot be, Christ, is 
damnable idolatry; then to give the host or wafer 
olivine worship is of course most frightful. The atten- 
tievi of the crowd was deep and devout while he thus 
iseasoned with them; and when he pointed them to 
Christ alone for salvation, ihe tears flowed copiously 
down their fkces; and when he prayed, it was most 
delightful to behold with what unaffecting sincerity, 
with what sighs and groans, they joined in the worship 
of God. He then added : " Alas, my dear people I all 
you get for the gospel of which you are deprived, is a 
stamp of the foot, a lordly look, or a crack of the whip, 
if you dare inquire for yourselves." They shook their 
heads significantly, by way of assent 
The Tezy next sabbath after this extraordinarj ad* 
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dreaS) the priest, ihe Rev. Mr. lifGottTaii, came.iqk^ 
a joimg man in his chapel, whom he had maniedA 
few days before, (he had got a*pound note £6r so dom^ 
and called him a great rascal; and instantly stnKk 
him with his fist, and either knocked him downoc 
sta^ered him. When the poor young man recov^wl 
himself, and got his hat, he said to lus reverencQ^ 
" What have I done ?" '' You viUain,'' said the priest, 
"why did you not tell me your wife was rehMcd to 
you ?" The young man replied, " And what do yoa 
want me to do ?** " Why, to buy the affinity from the 
bishop." '^ Does your reverence/' he replied, "want 
me to give money to the bishop too V " Yes ; by aB 
means." " Then, sir," said the injured man, *' if ooa 
fartMng would gratify him and you, I would not gtv9 
it ; and had I my pound note again, you never should 
handle it" " Ah," said a q)ectator, " it's true what the 
preacher says : ' A thump and a crack of the whip U 
the gospel that we get.' God help us I" 

Many evidences of good appeared at this time 
through the kingdom, both from the circulafcbn of hip 
controversial works, and icom his public labors. One 
instance I shaU here insert When in Queen's eoan^ 
at this period, two young men of clasaical informatieoi 
waited on Mr. Ouseley, for the purpose of conversing 
with him on religious subjects. One of them havii^g 
got his " Old Christianity" before that, had taken it^ 
his priest, and asked him, " Beverend sir, are these 
quotations true, or does the writer caricature our 
church ?" The priest replied, " They are indeed cor- 
rect" " Then, sir, we are ruined." " Coma, comei** 
said the priest, " we must answer it You are a good 
scholar : you will do it" " Answer it !" rejoined he : 
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^Afliswertralli! No, sir, never. CSooddaj. I must quit 
1ii« mass for ever." He fulfilled his threat, and be- 
iasm an assistant in a Protestant school. The other 
fcftmg man, who supposed his arguments inq>regnable, 
after some conversation, appeared greatly astonished, 
And burst into teard, confessing he never saw these 
matters in such a light befi>re» 

In consequence of a contusion which Mr. Ooseley 
received in his great toe, he was obliged to come to 
Dublin to take some rest, and after a tour of sixtj'BOi 
days was confined for several weeks ; but during the 
interval he employed his pen in the defense of Fro*- 
testantism. He got through the press a statement of 
a young convert who had been educated for the Bomisk 
priesthood, and recently brought to the knowledge of 
the truth ; and also replied to some pernicious works 
^n in very general circulation. While in Dublin he 
received fr(xn his young friend^ who had been lately 
converted from the errors of Bome, and whose State- 
ment he edited, a most interesting letter, a brief ex- 
tract of which I shall here give : — ^'' The gospel seed 
town by yoa, and n«wrished by our motoal ftjends, k 
.producing daily an increase of peace, and tranquillity 
«f soul, hitherto unconceived by me. There is a great 
i^rit of inquiry here ; we long to see you again. Come, 
In short, and finish the work b^un. Your last senq^on 
in Arva [on Heb. x, 5] has made a great stir here. 
The Roman Catholics say yoa spoke the truth ; and, 
in general, they tell me that they do not know what 
good their clergy do for them. They now think pur- 
gatory a church fiotaon ; and they are very anxious to 
see my objections. May they be profited by them, I 
pray ^ Lord Jesus. May the Lord continue your 
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vsefalness to tihe poor Irish, is the prayer of your very 
sincere and tmly affectionate child in the Lord!" In 
another letter he says, adverting to his former ass<>. 
dates, " They all are forced to allow I had jiist reasons 
for separating from the Church of Rome." 

Mr. Ouseley mentions the case of this young con- 
vert in hopeftd terms, in a letter to Joseph Butter- 
worth, Esq.; and, in connection with it, expresses 
Inmself in very strong language relative to the arro- 
gant spirit of Romanism. " I never remembered Ire- 
land as it now is : Papists cherished, who are desolating 
the country; and Protestants, who should be cherish- 
^, dispirited, and their energies sought to be paralyzed. 
To encourage Popery, is to disturb the nation; for 
hopes of dominancy, and priestiy intrigue, will make 
it fiirious." 

Again, in the beginning of June, he returns to Dub- 
lin, after a tour of sixty-five days, during which time 
he preached, for the most part, from three to four times 
a day. But he was seriously attacked by illness on his 
arrival in Dablin, which was no doubt occasioned by 
his exhausting labors, and riding through a tempest 
of rain and storm, by which his horse died. "I got 
medical aid," he says, ^ and through the blessing of 
the Lord, whose hands bind up again, my complaint 
was removed ; and when I gathered a little strength I 
tallied forth to my work again." While preaching in 
Irish, in the street of BaUina, on the market day, he 
was interrupted by a man who wished to ask him some 
questions; but he requested the person to have pa- 
tience until his sermon was closed, and he would an- 
swer him any questions. All was olence while he 
preached for an hour ; after which he was interrogated 
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on.ll^ Babjectof the ftngivenea of raofsfrommir Lord'fei 
itprd»i *^ Whosesoever sins ye i^emit, they are remitted,'^ 
&c. The crowd mcreased ; and attention sat on eveiy 
^row, while Mr. Ouseley stated tiiat St iPeler and St 
t^aul must have been true expositors of our L(Krd'« 
ineaning in this passage ; so Iheir judgment must, of 
course^ be decisive. He then qnoted firom St Peter ■» 
words in the Acts, and then from St Paul's words — 
both combining to testify that the commissifHi and 
power which Christ gave them, was that of preaching 
to the people, and teaching them how they should re« 
pent, believe in the Lord, and thus obtain from him 
foi^veness, Sec,; and, hence, that the apostles never 
bestow^ viy such for^veness, but only taught imm 
how to obtain it from God. He was on his feet foe 
three hours, during winch time the people heard wil& 
the utmost attention; and this indefatigalde servant 
c£ God exerted himsdf until he was bathed in penpK 
ration. After resting an hour, he had to ride off five 
or six miles to another congregation who were expects 
ing him. "What,'' says Mr. Ouseley, "should theso 
c^atures do? how could they ever get enlightened^ 
1^ not God put it into the hearts o£ some persons to 
stand in the open streets and instruct them?" He 
preached next in the house of a gentleman, to tha 
family, tenants, servants, and workmen ; and the greaA 
Head of the church deigned to give success to the la- 
bors of his honored servant in every place. " I have 
not seen," he say^ "so blessed a prospect of doing 
good in the twenty-four yean I have been a mission* 
ary, as in the last year." 

Various were the methods employed by Mr. Ousdey 
to fix the attention of the ignonnt Irish on /aaored 
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as possible. On tbe 2l8t of May, Messrs. Ooseley muI 
Noble preached in the fair of Ballybopbay, county rf 
Donegal, to a listening and deeply affected mnltitiuia, 
who prayed for blessings on them while they rode 
away. Very different was the reception they mot 
with in KiUetter, county of Tyronej another tows, 
about nine miles from the former place. It waa either 
a fair or a great market, and the town was filled with 
mountaineers of a peculiarly ignorant deacription, and 
of a very desperate character. They reached the 
place between three and four o'clock; andcommenqed 
singing in English and Irish, and nearly the whole 
fiur gathered axound them, and listened fcnr awlule 
with a degree of attention ; but some drunken men 
came into the crowd, and some reckless young m0&, 
who began to push and pull one another to create dia- 
turbance. Mr. Ouseley spoke to them in Irish, to no 
purpose; when they commenced throwing^ stones at the 
horses* feet, to disturb rather than hurt, it would appear. 
Soon, however, the young people seemed intent on 
murdering God's servants. A person led Mr. Noble'a 
horse out of the crowd ; and an opening being mada, 
Mr. Ouseley followed; but Mr. Keys, who acoem- 
panicd them, was detained by the mob. This is moat 
affectingly described by both Mr. Ouseley and Mr. 
Noble. " My beast flew off," says Mr. Ouseley, " as 
did brother Noble's; and a shower of cudgels and 
stones instantly flew after us. One hit him on the 
head, stunned and bruised him, and knocked off his 
hat ; but I escaped without any contusion. The whole 
fair pursued us; but our horses were too swifl for 
them, and God was with us. Those whom we met on 
our retreat, seeing our black caps on, thought we wevp 
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apnnxng a race, and ^d not annoy us. Brother Noble 

mat foremost in the flight, for I had reined in when I 
£nmd we wer^ out of danger, I began to laugh a 
MttLe, when I beheld him in such terror, still making 
noS^ with all speed, for he feared the^ would take some 
abort cut, and come in with us and murder us. He 
almost feared to look behind, thinking I had been 
killed, or at least tiiat he should see me covered with 
blood ; but, to God be the glory 1 we escaped with our 
&es, to praise our great Detiverer. They beat our 
hats most heartily, when they could not get ourselrea 
Bnother Keys they surrounded, after returning from 
UA. They threw at him, struck his beast, and made 
her ]»ap £rom side to side ;v and he fell among them. 
At length one g£ them spoke out, and said, ^ Mr. Keys, 
X know you. I heard you preach at a fhneral a few 
daj» ago. I Mked your doctrine and yourself. No 
ma& shall ii^nre you. Fear not' His hat, however, 
iell off, and it they cut up with their cudgels ; but the 
Lord preserved him unhurt He got but one stroke, 
and was not much the worse for it The man and his 
party put him on his horse, led him a piece out of the 
tamUf and after he had ridden two or three miles he 
.eame up with us galloping, while yet we were wistfully 
kMking behind to see if he were coming, not knowing 
how he could possibly escape their fury. Thus I have 
given you tlie narrative of our happy escape; and 
doubt not but you will join with us in giving glory to 
Him that aits upon the throne, and hath kept aM our 
bones, so that none of them was broken." 
. . Mr. Noble says, " While we were in the midst of the 
exowd, they seemed afraid to throw the stones with 
geaat violeBC% but on our getttog clear a shower of 
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eonyersed very freely and cordially for some konrs eft 
the variouB dogmas of his system, to the great miulh 
faction of one of the gentlemen he had b6 often atlMic^ 
ed. After he found he could not defend the pepe^ 
supremacy, he turned to the famous topic of transob» 
atantiation. Qe said that our Lord had turned liie 
sacramental bread into his own body, &c. Mr. O. asked 
him, " Did not our blessed Lord eat of that l»ead, and 
drink of that cup, after the consecration ?" He ans> 
twered, « Yes." " And do you think," said Mr. O., 
<< that he ate himself ?" The young disputant replied 
"I believe he did." "Then," retorted Mr. O., ««» 
mon head was in his otbn mouthy as were his feet and 
las whole body. And so a part is greater than IIm 
whole, &c. And yet his feet were on the ground 1 !^ 
The gentlemen present laughed immoderately at such 
an absurd notion. The young man was quite con- 
founded, and yirtually reUnquished the doctrine, by 
saying he did not believe that the human body o^ 
Christ was in the bread ; but that some virtue assigned* 
it by our Lord made it equivalent to his body, &c. He 
took widi him a copy of '^ Old Christianity," and thera 
were favorable accounts heard from him afterward. 

Mr. Ouseley's method of treating the doctrine of 
transubstantiation was as varied as it was ingenious. 
Preaching in Irish, in the market of Arva, about ifaiv 
time, to a great multitude of Roman Catholics, he todc 
for his text, Heb. z, 5. When he came to that part, 
" but a body hast thou prepared me," he collated it 
with Matt i, 20, and Luke i, 85. He called the atten* 
taon of his numerous hearers particularly to this part, by 
which they might vaadily pareetve liial as nettiier the 
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iT aor the Holy Ghost became incarnate ; but the 
person, the Logos or Son, only : so neither the 
WwAet nor the Son created tiie humanity, or naturid 
baiy, of Christ; but the Holy Ghost only. Therefore 
■s every priest is on his oath to believe the New Testa- 
meiit is truth, so he is sworn to believe this part, that 
Gfarist never created his own natural body ; and if 
not, then that which he called his " body,'' at the last 
topper, as it could not be his human body, so it 
eocdd be no more than his figurative, commemorative 
body, as Protestants say of it. And if Christ did not 
iBflike his own natural body at any time, then to give 
power to any man to do so, is totally inadmissible: 
cad thereftvre the priesfs oa&, that he can make the 
aatoral body of Christ of breads is not only absurd in 
the extreme, but stands in direct opposition to his 
dtii^ oath, that the gospel is true. Then if the body 
of Christ was not, is not, made of bread ; and if to give 
divine worship *to what is not, cannot be, Christ, is 
dimmable idolatry; then to give the host or wafer 
<Bvine worship is c^ course most firightful. Hie atten- 
tto of the crowd was deep and devout while he thus 
leascmed with them ; and when he pointed them to 
Christ alone for salvation, the tears flowed copiously 
down their faces ; and when he prayed, it was most 
delightBil to behold with what uhafiecting sincerity, 
with what sighs and groans, they joined in the worship 
of God. He then added : ^* Alas, my dear people I all 
you get for the gospel of which you are deprived, is a 
stamp of the foot, a lordly look, or a crack of the whip, 
if you dare inquire for yourselves." They shook their 
heads s^ificantly, by way of assent 
The vexy next sabbath after this extraordinary ad« 
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dveaB, the priest, the Bey. Mr. ITGouraii, came mft^ 
a young man in his chapel, whom he had maoied^ft 
few days before, (he had got a*poand note for so dotfigi^)^ 
and called him a great rascal; and instantly stmdb 
him with his fist, and either knocked him dowa.O£ 
staggered him. When the poor young man recoveml 
himself, and got his hat, he said to lus revei^neo^ 
<' What have I done 7" <' You viUain,'' said the priest, 
«< why did you not tell me your wife was related to 
you ?** The young man replied, " And what do yon 
want me to do ?" ^* Why, to buy the affinity firom the 
bishop." " Does your reverence," he replied, '^ want 
me to give money to Ihe bishop too?" ^ Yes ; by att 
means." ** Then, sir," said the injured man, <* if ona 
£irthing would gratify him and you, I would not giTi^ 
it ; and had I my poimd note again, you never shoukl 
handle it" *^ Ah," said a epectator, ^* it's true what the 
preacher says : * A thump and a crack of the whip m 
the gospel that we get' God help us I" 

Many evidences of good appeared at this time 
through the kingdom, both from the circulation of hia 
controversial works, and &om his public labors. Oaa 
instance I shaU here insert When in Queen's eocm^ 
at this period, two young men of classical infiumatie^ 
waited on Mr. Ouseley, for the purpose of conversing 
with him on religious subjects. One of them having 
got his " Old Christianity" before that, had taken itip 
his priest, and asked him, ** Beverend sir, are these 
quotations true, or does the writer caricature our 
church ?" The priest replied, *^ They are indeed cor- 
rect" " Then, sir, we are ruined." ** Come, com^,** 
said the priest, " we must answer it You are a good 
achoUr : you will do it" *' Answer it !" r^'oined he : 
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l^aqMmrtnitltl No, sir, never. Gooddaj. I must quit 
iAi% mass for erer." He fulfilled his threat, and be- 
tfanne an assistant in a Protestant schixiL The other 
ycfttng man, who supposed his arguments impregnable, 
after some conyersation, appeared greatly" astonished^ 
and burst into tears, confessing he never saw these 
matters in such a light before^ 

In consequence of a contusion which Mr. Ouseley 
received in his great toe, he was obliged to come to 
Dublin to take some rest, and after a tour of sixty-aiz 
days was confined for several weeks ; but during the 
interval he employed his pen in the defense of Troi^ 
testantism. He got through the press a statement of 
* young convert who had been educated for the Bomiak 
priesthood, and recently brought to the knowledge of 
the truth ; and also replied to some pernicious works 
then in very general circulation. While in Dublin he 
leceived fnxn his young friend^ who had been lately 
converted from the errors of Bome, and whose State- 
ment he edited, a most interesting letter, a brief ex- 
tract of which I shall here give : — ^ The gospel seed 
aown by you, and nourished by our mutual friends, is 
producing daily an increase of peace, and tranquillity 
^ soul, hitherto nnconceived by me. There is a great 
Hpirit of inquiry here; we long to see you again. Come, 
in short, and finish the work begun. Your last sen^n 
in Arva [on Heb. x, 5] has made a great stir here. 
The Rcxnan Catfadics say yon spoke the truth ; and, 
in general, they tell me Ihat they do not know what 
good their clergy do for them. They now think pur- 
gatory a church fiction ; and they are very anxious to 
see my objections. May they be profited by them, I 
pray iJie Lord Jesus. May the Lord continue your 
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ttseftdness to tlie poor Irisli, is the ptayer of your very 
sincere and trtdy affectionate child in the Lordf* In 
another letter he says, adverting to his former asso^ 
dates, " They all are forced to allow I had jiist reasons 
for separating from the Church of Rome.** 

Mr. Ouseley mentions the case of this young con- 
vert in hopefid terms, in a letter to Joseph Butter- 
worfh, Esq.; and, in connection with it, expresses 
himself in very strong language relative to the arro- 
gant spirit of Romanism. ** I never remembered Ire- 
land as it now is : Papists cherished, who are desolating 
the country; and Protestants, who should be cherish- 
pA, dispirited, and their energies sought to be paralyzed. 
To encourage Popery, is to disturb the nation; for 
hopes of dominancy, and priestly intrigue, will make 
it furious.'* 

Again, in the beginning of June, he returns to Dub- 
lin, after a tour of sixty-five days, during which time 
he preached, for the most part, from three to four times 
8 day. But he was seriously attacked by illness on his 
arrival in DubHn, which was no doubt occasioned by 
his exhausting labors, and riding through a tempest 
of rain and storm, by which his horse died. **I got 
medical aid,** he sa3rs, "and through the blessing of 
the Lord, whose hands bind up again, my complaint 
was removed ; and when I gathered a little strength I 
sallied forth to my work again.** While preaching In 
Irish, in the street of Ballina, on the market day, he 
was interrupted by a man who wished to ask him some 
questions; but he requested the person to have par 
tience until his sermon was closed, and he would an- 
swer him any questions. All was silence while he 
preached for an hour; after which he was interrogated 



an iiM mb^dc^ci the fingiveneA of siiis, from our Lordli 
ipKprd», '^ Whoflesoerer sibs ye remit, thejr are remitfted,'^ 
&c. The crowd increased ; and attention aat oa every 
brow, while Mr. Ouseley stated that St !P«^ and St 
i^aul must have been true expositors of our Lord'Ss 
meaning in this passage ; so their judgment most, of 
course, be decisive. He then quoted from St Peter'« 
words in ihe Acts, and then horn St Face's words-— 
both combining to testify that the commissiim and 
power which Christ gave them, was that of preaohiog 
to the people, and teaching them how they should re* 
pent, believe in the Lord, and thus obtain from him 
forgiveness, Bk. ; and, hence, thai the apostles nevep 
bestowed any sucb Awgiveness, but only taught meft 
how to obtain it from God. He was on his feet foe 
three hours, during which tisae the pe<^e heard witb 
the utmost attentikm; and this indefatigable servaat 
<^ Grod exerted himsdbf until he was bathed in perspi^ 
ration. After resting: an hour, he had to lide off five 
or six nules to another congregati<m who were expect** 
ing him. /^What,** says Mr. Ouseley, *^ should these 
c/eatures do? how could they ever get enlightened^ 
}^ not God put it into the hearts of some persons \o 
stand in the open streets and instruct them?" He 
preached next in tlie houae of a gentleman, to the 
family, tenants, servants, and wcdbnen ; and the great 
Head of the church deigned to give suooess to the lar 
bors of his honored servant in every place. '* I have 
not seen," he saysr, "so blessed a proe^iect of doing 
good in the twenty-four years I have been a missioai* 
ary, as in the last year." 

Various were the methods employed by Mr. Ouseley 
to fix the attentioB of the ignorant Irish on 'secred 
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iSbmgBy and to disalmse thdr minds. In llie marioet^ 
Bdhnrbet, on the 13th of May, 1824, he took uplixtr 
Shemiah Testament, and preached fitwi Mark xii, 24 — 
^ Do ye not therefore err, becanse ye know not Hie 
Scriptures," &c.; and proved that the doctrines ^ 
Christ were contained therein; that the prifists'otf 
oath owned this ; and that the doctrine of the F^:^ 
testant Testament is exactly the same: that lliere iff 
no doctrine in the Protestant version that is not in tiie 
Douay ; though some expressions may be in the latter 
that are not in the former — such as penance, in 9oim0 
places, instead of repentance. The congregation ap^ 
peared deeply attentive and gratified. He then ooo* 
tended with vehemence, that all the fidse doctrines and 
superstitions of the land, on the one liand, and tSl tlm 
crimes, anarchy, and savage atrocities on the other, had 
tiieir origin in an ignorance of the Scriptures and of tiie 
power of God. He then advised them tcT sit together, 
like good neighbors and men of sense, and compare 
these copies of the Scriptures together, and they would 
soon themselves be possessed of that in its purity iHucH 
our Saviour taught ; and would be like brethren* in 
Christ *'How would you,** he inquired, '^presertv 
yourselves from beeoming fc^owers of a Mohammedaa 
teacher, of eloquence and subtilty, except by com^^ 
paring his doctrine with that taught by Christ and hit 
apostles?'' He then stated the immoral condition of 
every parish, and mentioned a conversation he once 
had with a priest on this subject ** Sir, you allow that 
mortal sin and Christianity are incompatible; you 
know what mortal sin is, and so do I ; search now your 
parish, and see if you can find me a man not in mortal 
fin, and then I shall grant yon have fiHind a Christian.*' 
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Tb4 pamt vejdied, " GM help sae, ear, I cttaH kee|^ 
tiifim:down at all," &c 

- Dttxiog ike year 182d, and the three or foar follow- 
mg yemrSf Mr. OuBeley was iMxninaUy^ stationed in the 
6mm^ of Meath, but ho did not confine his labors to 
titat seene. '^ "Hsre,** he says, " we hare a prospect 
of getting new openings in ihi» connfy, which is a bar* 
l?en soil indeed.^ But he left his ezedlent colleagae, 
Mr< John Wikon, to labor in that locaiitj, and ferayel- 
«4 more at'large through the land. He mourned over 
thecsioval and relipous state of (he country, and traced 
ik(t depkraUe effects up to their causes. *< Sad state of 
tlmigE^'' he remarks, ^^ and lamentable to an enlighten* 
idxmad to behold ! The people so managed hy thei» 
q^tttd guides, through the means c^ their private 
fonfesMons, &c., that they dare not recdve any reli« 
gioQs instructions but Iher own. One instance out of 
many »— A young woman, a serrant, went to her con- 
^asnon lately, and, among other things, told her con- 
lessor that she attended family prayer in her master's 
hease every night. No sooner had she mentioned 
this, while on her knees, than she recdved from his 
Dfrverence such a blow of his fist, on the side of her 
heady as laid her prostarate at his feet To pacify him« 
she proinise^ she would do so no more.'' Notwith- 
ikanding all the artifices and efforts of an intolerant 
priesthood, many of the people, however, forgettii^ 
oooasionaliy their fears, hearkened with great pleasure 
to the voice of truth, and were captivated by it. 

In cme of Mr. Ouseley's excursions this year, he 
met with an io^Uigent though bigoted Roman Catho- 
lic on one of the pubHc cars, who thought to expose 
him before the passengers. Hetook up the subject of 
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taambiteiitialMm ; and argued, liial as ProtaslaatedD 
not beUere in that doctrine, they are infidels, and eat^- 
aot be saved. In reply, Mr. O. said, "My friend, do 
you not belieTe,'thajt ivhalMwyer is contrary to trttth^lb 
ftlsehood, and is therefi>re of the father of lies ?* 1^ 
•aid, he certainly did. ^ Do you not allow tiien thiit 
cor Ueased Lord bears certain characters or mads, 
wherry he could be distinguished from any false 
Christ, and fixmi every other man— characters of him 
stated in the writings of the pn^^^hetB, firom Moses to 
the last of them, any one of which had he wanted wh^ 
he appeared, he cocdd not be the true Christ ? And 
if the enemies oi Christianify — ^the Jews, Porphyry^ 
Julian, &c.— «ould have proved against our Lord that 
he really possessed not, or had been defective in, taif 
one of these pn^hetic characters, would they not IwM 
been justifiedin denominating him a &lse Christ?" '' This 
is very true, indeed." " Could any of them prove," MrT 
O* continued, ^^ that he was not bom of a virgin, 6^ 
tibat he never was a real infant, boy, or man ; that he 
was not of David's line, nor of the tribe of Judah — or 
did not raise the dead, cure the lam», die himself oft 
a cross — or did not rise the third day fnmi tiie dea^,^ 
and ascend up into heaven in the presence of maUy-^ 
I say, could they have thus proved that he wanted ai^ 
of these characters, would it not follow that he was nbt 
the real Messiah?" "You are right in all this, sir; 
but what then ?" " Why, do you not see the con* 
sequence ? Is it not clear to all, that if it would be 
impossible for him who was called Christ, if he wanted 
even one mark belonging to the true Christ, to be the 
true and real Christ, so must it be impossible fyr that 
which wants every charaDter of the true Messtah to' be 
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0tii6r Aan a fake Ohrist, a fraud on httman credulity ? 
Jilow^ has the sacramental bread been bom of the 
Yiilgtn Mary, or has it any one of the characters I 
lla.Te mentioned ? Is not transubstantiation, therefore, 
II combination of falsehoods, and, of coarse, a doctrine 
of the father of lies to delude- the children of men 7^ 
The men looked at one another with astonishment, 
while the casuist replied, " O, if I had a day wiA you 
in our parish, I think I could foil you'*'' 

The claims of the poor ignorant Irish on Mr. Ouse- 
l^y's sympathy and attenlion seemed to increase with 
his years, so that he ceaselessly endeavored, by every 
means, to address them on the all-important subject of 
fheir personal salvation. He states in a letter, Sep- 
tember, 1824: "Tills ruined people cannot be extri- 
cated from tiieir dismal state unless special exertions 
be made in their behalf. I have ever, from the begin- 
niog, been impressed, that I must take my life in my 
hand, and try to meet them in the public streets, that 
I may endeavor to open their eyes, or else despair oi 
doing them any essential service. Here they listen 
with such atttention as is truly astonishing. In the 
last few weeks I have preached twenty-four times in 
the streets, without any serious interruption." This, 
as we have already seen, was not always the case ; in 
a few days afterward, preaching in the street of Mona- 
ghan, a man came deliberately up toward him, as if to 
hear, and treacherously gave him a blow of his fist in 
the stomach that took away his breath for a short time. 
The people pulled the man down with some violence ; 
Mr. Ouseley requested them to do him no harm; 
adding, that after his sleep he would be sorrj- himself. 

Xhe maffiBtratea wcmld not connive at audi a flagrant 

19 
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jstemih of the p^ace j tLey camniitted him to cufitody, 
^'and Mr. Ousdey reluctantly lodged informations. He 
'urged strongly on the missionary committee, at this 
time, the great necessity of a supply of the Rhemiph 
-.Testament, which the Romish clei^y dread as much 
418 they do the authorized version: and ascribed. all 
the miseries of Ireland to the substitution of human 
.doctrines for the pure word of God. 
' " In the latter^end of December, 1824, Mr. Ouseley's 
life was in imminent danger in th^ town of Kilrush. 
"He attempted preaching in the street, as in .other 
places ; but the mob had been prepared by their priest 
to make an attack on God's servant This violen,t and 
intolerant bigot, having learned that Mr. O. was come, 
warned his congregation against him; exhorted them 
to proceed, and assured them that there was no law 
for him. At that period Pastorini on the Apocalyppe, 
against which Mr. O. had written a tract, was very in- 
dustriously circulated. Pastorini had prophesied the 
overthrow of Protestantism in 1825, and the great maes 
of the people were prepared to facilitate the accom- 
plishment of the fatal prediction. In this spirit they 
raised tlie attack on Mr. Ouseley when he commenced 
his sermon — shouting, and throwing stones, and eveiy- 
thing else they could lay hold on. The police hastened 
to the ppot, and order was for a moment restored, when 
Mr. O. resumed his discourse, exhorting his hearers to 
prepare for the judgment of the great day. The calm 
which for a moment prevailed was a deceitful one; 
they renewed the attack with greater violence ; a vol- 
ley of stones was discharged at the police, as well as at 
the preacher, and several of them were bruised and 
wounded. To prevent the toss of lif^, Mf. Ou«el«y 



ic^tiiied in safety, thanking liis merciM l^reserveK 
^he magistrates held a petty sessions to investigate 
iiie cause of the riot, and find out and prosecute those 
who had wounded the police. But the priest, filled 
tvitfi rage, came into the court, and opposed and in- 
sulted the Trench of magistrates, and demanded that 
Hie court should adjourn. The magistrates could not 
proceed, and had, in point of fact, to adjourn till the 
next day, when the priest opposed them again, and 
they had i^un to 'break up, and relinquish the inyes- 
-^ation. Thus iJiie cotirse of justice was interrupted, 
'tike justices c^ the peace were insulted, and the rights 
of English subjects trampled on with impunity by a 
^ughty and intolerant ecclesiastic. 

Kotvritfastanding all the hostility of the Bomish 
elergy to the gospel of Christ, the progress of trutli 
was accelerated; public (Hscussions were carried oh 
"between the Protestant and Bomish clergy; many, 
who supposed their principles could not be success- 
ftdly assailed, were convinced of their unsoundness, 
«nd r«^gious inquiry promoted. Mr. Ouseley's book 
iiad no inconsiderable place in the causes which led to 
^tas result; and while the Eomish clergy dreaded his 
appearance^ the Protestant clergy in every place hailed 
his approach. He attended the Carrick-on-Shannon 
discnsfflon; but the priests would not consent to his 
taking a part in it. He, however, sat at the table with 
the deiTgy; and, when requisite, supplied them with 
arguments, and sometimes transmitted them on slips 
of paper to the several speakers. Pressed very hard 
at one stage of the argument by a priest, on " Lo, I am 
with you alway," &c., one of the speakers, the Rev. 

r. H— — , peBciled cm a slip of papery "What shaB. 
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ImjtoiStaBT' Tlie aiiswor ms ready— -port of As 
text quoted — ^^'TeacluDg them irhatBoeTer tfaiDgs I 
bave commanded 700,* &c This was deeniTe^' ai 
they cotdd not elaim the promise withoat obeyiiq^ tin 
injunction. v 

Two exceUent young men who had been in tin 
Methodist society, but were at this time employed hy 
the Independent Church as agents, were chaiiei^ed 1^ 
priest Devine to a discussion on the doctrines of their 
church, and sent after their old firiend Mr. Ouael^Y 
who had just been in the country ; but his aj^Kxalr 
ments, preyiousLy made, would not admit of his vetoin- 
ing. The discussion took place in the chapel of Btekjy 
and the Rev. Mr. Urwick came to their assistanee. 
The controversy was carried on in an arnica!^ spsst 
on both sides ; but on the part of Mr. Urwick tiie trutb 
was triumphant 

In the winter of 1824 Mr. Ouseley, by directioa of 
the conference, visited Connaught and part of Moth 
ster, in reference to some chapels which he had boilt 
in those places. In the county of Mayo especidly, 
several Romuiists, who had formerly heaid him in the 
streets, now ventured into the houses where he preadih 
ed, and heard him gladly. Some of them joined the 
society ; the attachment of others to their superstidoDB 
was shaken ; and many seemed prepared fi>r the recep- 
tion of the truth. 

The early part of 1825 was principally spent in the 
counties of Cavan and Monaghan. As the Protestant 
population in this part of the country was somewhat 
equal in proportion to the Boman Catholic, and the 
influence of the priests on that account less poweifiil, 
Mr. Ouseley preached with less interruptioD, aad^ m 
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gAUenil, to large congregations. "My health and 
ttFBDgtii," he says, " continue unabated, though now 
IB m^nixfy^fourth year; and I continue to preach in 
te Buckets, £ur», and streets, to listening crowds, 
where practtcable.** It is truly interesting to notice 
ikB ardor with which this veteran of the cross still 
proseented his arduous tdl. Every day — sometimes 
twice and thrice in the day-did he engage in nnnig- 
taring, both in English and Irish, the word of life. At 
one lame we find him on horseback, retired from the 
hurry' and bustle of the market, but where numbers of 
Bnmanists might hear; at another time, in the -midst 
of a fair; in one place, at the close of the day, outside 
a.market4iou8e, opening his commission to a large 
sndienee by the light of a lamp ; and in another, at the 
dooi? of a school-house, singing in the moonlight, until 
'^the people crept out and gathered round him,'' when 
he dedcured unto them Jesus. Nor did drizzling rain, 
or odd, or the sometimes falling snow, deter him from 
his work, or deprive him of his congregations. On one 
pocasioD, under such circumstances, he rode into the 
market of BaHydufi*, and preached to a great concourse, 
oUefiy Bomonists. Hia text was John xx, 21, 28, — 
*'iAs my Fa&er hath sent me, even so send I you. 
Whosesoever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto 
thi^sk; and whosesoever sins ye retain, they are retain- 
ed." On this passage chie%^ the priests found their 
poiver of iforgiving sins. Mr. Ouseley therefore called 
the particular attention of his audience to this most 
important subject. The substance of the discourse is 
preserved in one of his letters, and affords *^ a sketch," 
to use hiaown wo^ds, ^' of Ins manner of preaching to 
the Jzish Bomanitfts in Aat plain, argumenta^ve wi^ 
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wbich seldom, if ever, offbnds iJiem." Having ifitfo*-' 
daced the subject, '^ I laid before them," says Mn O.^ 
"the universal necessity for pardon of sins, and.tlie: 
knowledge thereof; for all had sinned, and must tii»9^ 
fore be pardoned, or continue guilty, and be lost fbtt« 
ever. I then showed them that Uie aposdes must havo 
been the best expositors of the import of their eommift^ 
sion with regard to this forgiveness ; they did not look 
on it as any personal authority to forgive men, but to 
lead them, by the preaching of the gospel, to obtain it 
themselves of God, through faith in our Lord Jesns 
Christ ; and by the Spirit of God working in them re^ 
pentaikce and faith, and bringing home the blessmg to 
their souls. To prove this, I collated St Peter, Aets 
ii, S8; iii, 19; x, 42, 48, with Si Paul, Aets xiii, 
88, 89 ; and adduced parts of their several catecMsmsi, 
and also of the Lord's prayer, all combining to mani- 
fest that this forgiveness is not in the power of men or 
angels to confer, but is a transaction between a peni- 
tent sinner and his God, who alone, for Chrisf s sake, 
bestows this great gift, and renders^tfae soul happy.** 

Mr* Ouseley now brought his argument to bear on 
the power of the priests to forgive sins. '^I proceeded 
to show them,'' he continues, " that Christ's pardon is 
perfect, and leaves no guilt behind, as in the case of 
the woman caught in adulteiy, and of the penitent 
thief who was that day brought safe to paradise, &c. ; 
but any pardon that varies firom Christ's, or is imper- 
fect, must of course be a delusive, a false pardon. I 
then pointed out four several ways of pardoning sin by 
the pope and his clei^ ; all which, when done, they 
confess are imperfect, and therefore fake. The fint is 
' hf penance JUkd abaolntiim of the priest^ the seeomli' 
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hfofPsiAngxtp a mass — a Christ, soul, body, and divinilyj 
in tlie mass — ^for the penitent ; the third, by an indul- 
g^'ee; which restores to baptismal purity, preserves 
fnSM purgatory and all its pains, and opens the gatesr 
of paradise and delight ; and the fourth, by extreme 
uoetion, which leaves no trace or spot of sin behind.* 
Kow these four ought at the least be equal to one per- 
fect pardon, which brings the soul of the dead instantly- 
to paradise. Yet when even tke pope himself dies, or 
any of his bishops, &c., all. his clergy on earth declare 
he 'is not gone to paradise, but to purgatory ; and be^n- 
to say erer so many masses to rescue him therefromi. 
By ihis they demonstrate to the world that they do not- 
beHeve any of those pardons which the pope or his* 
clergy got or gave, or all of them put together, amount- • 
ed to a real and perfect pardon of sin ; and hence that* 
they are all imperfect, or, in other words, completely 
fals^ ! ! How alarming then must this discovery be to 
all concerned ! To such pardons should none of them 
trust, bat to that alone which each may obtain' from- 
€rod, who saith, * Every one that asketh, receiveth; 
and he that seeketh, findeth ; and to him that knocketh 
it 'shall be opened.*" The people heard with peculim*- 
atiention, while the man of God ui^ed on them aa 
immediate application to Him unto whom mercies and 
forgiveness belong. Not a frown was on any face; 
seriousness sat on every brow ; and when Mr. Ouseley 
concluded with prayer, every head was uncovered, and 
all appeared to be earnestly engaged in the solemn ser- 
vice. " After I cooled,** he says, " I rode off to Eells, 
about seventeen English miles, and preached that- 
evening.** 
Mr. 0111616/8 fythlvdnte in what he conndei^d hig 
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pecoliAr work was not <mfy manifest in his nndimwrf 
idled labors, but in the sentiments which he aboat tlda 
time expressed, in a letter to the missionary committoa, 
witih regard to his proceedings among the Irish Romans 
ists, and ike great importance of the general missioa in. 
which he was especially engaged. He writes as fol- 
lows : — "' Where the population is chiefly Bomish, and- 
the priests have the greatest power and influence^ 
little good can be effected, except when I come npoa 
them unawares. Then, for a time or two, before Ihear 
priests can get at them, they will hear with great de- 
light; the savor of it in some measure remains, and 
good is thus done, though not so suddenly perceptiUe.' 
Hence a preacher who would, in the hand of Grod, be 
instrumental of enlightening this ruined, yet fine> when 
instructed, people, must watch for them like a fowler: 
he must be to them as the serpent and the dove. If 
my God has assigned me any work to do in the world, 
which I know he graciously has, this I conceive ia pe* 
culiarly my province. My mind is in it day and night. 
My vigor, my tongue, my pen, are in it, almost wholly 
80. When otherwise appointed, except in some exempt 
cases, I am not in my element — ^I am not in my place. 
Did I wish to take rest or ease to myself — Qould my 
mind admit of it — when appointed to a local mission I 
would be gratified to the full; I could easily preach 
every day to the few Protestants to be found here and 
there, and pass by the multitudes of dark Papists, as 
if they had no existence in creation, or were unworthy 
of any notice. They, poor things, dare not come to 
hear in Protestant houses, unless perhaps a few, and 
those rarely, and by stealth, or when, af%er hearing 
preaching in the street, they are under stroiDg exoitt- 
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tfae time. Nor durst they allow any of as to 
go into their houses and talk with them, so much do 
l^f dread each other and the priests. In these awful 
occmiatances then, what is to be done to enlighten 
and extricate them from the most flagitious, absurd, 
impiGus, and criminal system of spiritual degradation 
and tyranny that ever appeared on earth, unless some 
vdba Jcnow this mystery of iniquity, rise up, and unite, 
and go meet them where they can be met with, even 
in ihe <^n streets ? 

''.*'• The quantum of good done among th^n is not to 
be estimated by the number that may at present quit 
the maw, join themselves to Protestant churches, and 
onabrace the gospel, so much as by the light that is 
progressing from keeping the ball constantly thrown 
up before them, an effect which is daily becoming 
more palpable by this circumstance — ^the attention and 
even thankfulness evinced by them when the very 
bi^arks of darkness and superstition, at the bare men- 
tion of which heretofore they could scarcely restrain 

their fury, are torn up before them I engaged 

in. this work of openly fc^owing them (the Papists) 
loBg before I joined the connection as a missionary : I 
have now nearly completed twenty-six years in that 
character : I am, thank God, as strong and willing to 
lab(»r m ever I have been, and that in the most exten- 
sive way to which I can reach. With humility and 
thankfulness to my God I say, he thrust me out into 
the streets after this unfortunate people ; and hath not 
only preserved me unhurt in the midst of many perils, 
by reason of their priests, and their ignorance and fury,. 
to this hour, but given me to see several of them 
brought to the knowledge of thetrul^. And if I were 
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dying this day, my advke would be, ' Eee|» ther^df - 
ijbrown up among them :' as md the Tenerable CkH^x 
<0end forth as extennvely as posnUe men qualified' td 
disabuse them ; such as are prepared of God to ^ 
fbrth into the streets, and meet them in their o\m'^ 
tongue.' ^ The important sentaments in the above ex* 
tract, urged so powerfully by Mr. Ouseley, have been 
already occasionally referred to ; but I deemed it right 
to place the subject before you in his own peculiar and 
nervous style. May God prepare and send forth mefi 
partaking the same spirit, and endued with the same 
zeal, until our country shall be delivered from tli^' 
bondage of corruption, — 

" And not one plaintive groan or sigh, 
Be heaid in all tbe jofoiu sky \" 

Yours, &c 
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Accident in Conemam^— Penecuted by a prieat in Dunmot»— EKapes injuiy in Mid* ■ 
Unfar— In danger of a rebipae of inflainraation of the lungs— Preaches nomeroua sei>> 

' nuns in the streets—Prognas of Scilptnnd Icnowledga and inquirjr— Hovenieat fto- 
inoted by Mr. Ouseley's writings and labors — ^Instances showing this fiwtr- itesolatiotaa 
of ScripUiie readen— Progress of refimnation in Cavan— Mr. O. Titits tbe eail Jt 
Faroham — Kindly reeeired by tiie nobility, gentiy, and clargy — Lady Farafaam- 
requests liberty to publish Old Christianity at her own expense — Letter from a gentle, 
man in Cavan— Religions ntovement in the aoath-StiUdng peculiarity of Mr. Ouse- 
ley's mode of street preaching— Instance*— Disputing in the mariiet with thoae thnfc 
met with him— Visits another scene of reformation near tbe county of Meath — Again 
Tiaits King's Court— Pnsaches on the "aueient ikith "— SeVleral express tlKJr 
approval — Speech at reformation meedng in Omagh — ^Visits England — Tour tiuough 
Leinster and the north — ^Visits Belfast — ^Answers to father Brennan's Penitential Ad> 
dxcas— Vhidieation of Methodist doctrine and discipline— Visits again the scene of 
reformation— Answer to the Hon. and Rer. O. Spencer— Letter to Dr.' M'finery, 
P. P. of Tralee— Conversation with Biddy— Persecudon in Tuam— Kindness of 
dergyDien of the EstabUshment— Skvtcb of Mr. Oaael«y'a lahor bt a year. 

My Dear Friend,^ — Early in 1826 Mr. Ouseley 
had an attack on his lungs, arising from heavy o^ 
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ll^wUdi be WM confined for six weeks. But ihon^ 
provwftted fitm public ezeitnaes, he was hj no means' 
iclle ; Ins pen was employed for the noble purposes for 
whioh he had exercised his pubfic ministay — ^for the 
evposure of error, the adrancement of the cause of 
tnith, and the conyenion of immortal souls. He 
ofKuMed it indeed a great mercy from his heavenly 
Father, to have been brought under occasional afflic- 
tnn, as it gave him opportunities of prosecuting his 
work in another way, not less effectual than preaching 
the word. ^*I have had often to rejoice much,*' he 
rauarks, ** after such seasons of geruU affliction, that 
did not confine me wholly ; for what I have then written 
has been more blessed to this country, than if I had 
been orally engaged for perhaps twenty times that- 
period/' He published some tracts during his indis- 
position at this time, which he partiy compiled from a . 
succession of letters which had been already published 
in tiie Galway Journal, and other provincial journals, 
and which had had extensive circulation ; and such was 
the avidity with which they were read, that in some 
instances there was a second edition given of them in 
the newspapers, to gratify the public desire for read- 
ing tiiem. And yet, as he remarks, there was '' not a 
single tittle g£ reply from the priests, even in Gal- 

At this time, too, a united declaration appeared in 
the papers, from " The thirty Archbishops and Bishops 
of the Boman Catholic Church in Ireland," explanatory 
of their religious and political principles. Mr. Ouse- 
ley pronounces this a most Jesuitical piece ; laments 
the ^apinenesB of the Ftotestant clergy in not replying 
to it*. and .8igr» that ^iMt si^nee amounts to an ac* 
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k&owiedgment that it is all rightf and that Prodnlh 
ants and Romanists irooM natnrafiy come to sac^ ft 
oonclunon respecting this decepliYe production. !Ib 
the fourteen articles in this Declaration he prepared tt 
reply, in which he proved that in the -whole of them^ 
none of these bishops can beUere there is any tmtik 
whatever. While in Gralway, a litde before this, lie 
published a reply to a famous pastoral of Dr. Doyle, 
proving that he did not, or could not, believe, that the 
faith of his church is the true faith of Christ This 
also, (which he put in one of his tracts,) thou^ pub- 
lished in the papers, was never touched by any of tb^ 
cleigy. How could they *' answer truth ?" 

He took a tour of nearly a month, in the winter of 
this year, on the Galway mission, accompanied by Mr. 
Feely ; and although the weather was very severe he 
persevered in preaching in the streets. While engaged 
in this way in the market €i Oughterard, in Conemara, 
two priests came up and interdicted the people ; but 
only a few zealous partisans paid attention to thdr 
mandate, and the greater part of the congregation 
continued to hear with devout attention. He then 
proceeded through the mountains to one of the sdioG^ 
established by the society, and then under the snpei^ 
intendence of the excellent agent of the misnonary 
committee, the Rev. Thomas Edwards. As Messrs. 
Ouseley and Feely went along — ^it was after heavy 
rains — in crossing a small rivulet they were botfi 
suddenly plunged in the stream. This is so good- 
Humoredly told by Mr. Ouseley, that I shall give it in 
his own words : " hi passing over the rivulet down went 
my mare suddenly, and while she plunged, off I tum- 
bled, and was thrown on my back in the wator ; biodMr 
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Xeelf rode up quickly to my aaristanoe, bat down he 
juul his little Rosinante went; after gathering onrselyes 
ifpj nothing- hurt that signified, thank God, we got to 
pm place at Mr. Lyons's/' The poor people were 
di9%hted to hear him while he preached on, " Fear not, 
little flock/' One man, who, for fear his life would be 
taken, had gone to mass, now saw the folly of such a 
ftep, and, in company with another, ran by Mr. Ouse- 
ley's side a considerable distance; one of them « cried 
ont^ ^' I never knew my religion till now." 

A singular instance of the effect of Mr. Ousele/s 
fireaching was here exhibited. A poor Roman Catho- 
lic woman, who, fifteen years before, had heard him 
preach, was then awakened, and, though she continued 
at the mass, she retained her/ear of God, and her love 
to, and trust id, the Lord Jesus ; and went about doing 
good) visiting the sick, as a minister of religion, and 
pointing them to *^ the Lamb of God who taketh away 
the an of the world." She came fanning with delight, 
to meet once more her father in the gospel. 

While in his own town, Dunmore, a little before, 
he was assailed by the priest ; and what rendered it 
the more remarkable, the priest was a man whose 
character was held in deserved contempt even by 
\oB own people. I never noticed Mr. Onseley more 
seriously annoyed than on the occasion in which he 
was hooted and vilified in a most indecent manner by 
this wicked man. On his return to Dublin, a little 
after Christmas, he narrowly escaped being seriously 
injured; while in Mullingar, preaching under the 
market-house, a heavy missile was discharged at his 
naked head, but providentially hit the wall behind him ; 
and, althoi^h many heard the word with gkdness, such 



-ras the dispovtUm ^ tiie part of otbers, wko slibatgd. 
and yelled like IndiftDs, that the police with difficulty 
. kept the peace. They seized on the assailant, howev^, 
and lodged him in jail for that night ; but Mr. Ouseley 
. declined lodging infonnad<Hi8 against him, and satisfiM 
himself with inserting an article on the sulject in tlie 
Weatmeath Journal, and passed on to the county of 
Meath, where he had to take to hb bed ; and passed 
through the affliction already described. 

His first tour after his illness was in the montibi of 
; February, and although he was in a state of weakness, 
^uad under a strong interdict by his physician to guaitl 
against a relapse ci inflammation of his lungs, yet he 
generally preached every day, and frequently in iJie 
.mip*kets; and, too r^ardless of health and life, be 
exposed himself in the open streets while the people 
flocked around him to hear the gospel in their own 
tongue. Some time after his illness, he preached on 
horseback, in the market of Ballynagh, county of 
Cavan, on Saturday, having already preached seven- 
teen times that week, nine times of which were in the 
streets: he was bathed in perspiration, and caught a 
•heavy cold, on account of which he was obliged to get 
himself blooded ; but he soon got well again. He passed 
•through several counties at this time; and in thirty- 
^ve days preached about eighty-four times, of which 
-irom thirty to forty sennons were preached in the 
streets : and his discourses on these occasions, in Irish 
and English, and, as he himself remarks, ^^iising so 
many arguments to enlighten such crowds of the 
ignorant, might indeed be well called double sermons." 

The year 1826 was memorable in Ireland, in the 
progress of Scriptural knowledge and inquiry. One 



^aihoH y€iar had scarcely elapaed, since, as we hare seen, 
the predictions of Fastorini were, according to the 
aAii(Upations of misguided millions, to be accomplished 
,m .the total extirpation of heretics, and the triimiph 
X)f Il(»ne over Protestantism. Now, different scenes 
.iviere transacted, and far other consequences produced. 
It aught be supposed that, *^as it were by way of 
xepnsals," the religion of the Bible advanced in its ag- 
gressive war&ure on the dominimi of darkness and error, 
and thousands were turned from lying vanities to 
search £ot Christianity in the volume of divine truth, 
and openly avowed their determination not to allow 
jaither themselves or their children to be deprived of 
their inahenable. rights as men, as British subjects, or 
as Christians. Great numbers, too, formally renounced 
their connection vijth Bome, and declared their ad- 
herence to the religion of Christ Mr. Ouseley's tracts, 
and especially his Old Christianity, as well as his 
preaching in Irish in the public places of the land, con- 
tributed, as will be seen, in.no small degree to this 
gratifying result 

, In the Missionary Notices for January, 1828, this 
opinion is stated in no dubious terms: — ^^The numei^ 
ous renunciations of Fopery which have recently 
taken placein Ireland have justly called the attention 
^f the public to that interesting country; and they 
induce the hope that ^ light and truth' will prevail 
more and more, till superstition and ignorance have 
yielded to the sacred and felicitating knowledge of the 
pure gospel of Christ Jesus. The subjoined extracts 
from the journal of Mr. Ouseley, who has been among 
the first and most successful promoters of the present 
n^nntrfion ftog) Fopery in that country, will exhibit 
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flomewliat in detail the praiseworthy labors of oar 
nuBsionaries." 

Some striking facts are given in a letter of Mr. Oefte- 
le^r, one of which is as foUows : — ^ia conversing with 
an interesting young woman, a Boman Cath<^, Be 
asked her among many other things, ^ Do yoa believe 
that when the wafer is consecrated by the priest, it 
becomes true Christ, the son of the Vii^n Mary ?" 
She replied, " No, sir, I do not believe it, nor ever did.** 
** What then do you do, when you are at coniessioil, 
and the priest asks you about it ?"- " But I never go tb 
confession/' ** How then do you do," he continued, 
^ when you go to mass, and all fall down and adore the 
eucharist 7** Here she paused, and aghed ; and when 
the family and Mr. Ouseley were going to church die 
cheerfully accompanied them. It being sacramea^ 
Sunday, she devoutly approached the Lord's taUe, as 
did another Rcwmanist, resolving, at every lisk, to at- 
tend the Protestant worship in iuture. He then with 
gratitude adds, " God is pouring light on many d 
tiiese long-benighted and deluded people. O, thankB 
to his great name, there is, notwithstanding all the 
artifices of the rulers of darkness, a i^irit of inquijry 
progressing among them that will surely break forth 
like waters long dammed. O Lord, hasten the day I** 

Many similar facts in several parts of the kingdom 
afford gratifying proofs that the labors and writing of 
this indefatigable servant of the Most High tended, in 
no small degree, to promote the extraordinary move- 
ment then in the religious world. In Queens county 
he met an intelligent young man who had abandoned 
Popery. He told Mr. Ouseley that when he first met 
aome of his tracts he was astoaiiflhed beyood measure. 



W^' pn»eiaed miaee of tliem, and Ydd mind^ hy ^Mtg 
mwas, became enlightened in the trutlis of CHnsffr^ 



. .Daring the same tour throogh that connty, he wed 
i{ivi(ed to tea by an amiaUe and pious clergyman of 
^ ^ Established Church, who infcnmed him that i^'wa* 
■omag to Mr. Ouaeley's conyersation -with him^wheU 
he was a litde boy in his father's house, that h^ was led 
to a knowledge of religion ; that his advice o^yer left 
his siindy and that it terminated in his obtaining peaed 
wskh God throogh Jesus Christ 

He met also an officer in Kings county, who told 
faun that some short time before he was in a toivto bx 
tbfl county of Galway where several persons wera 
xaading their recantation, and that he remarked among 
tib» rest a gentleman, whoee appearance excited his 
ffuprise. He was prompted by curiosity to inquiry 
of him how he had become enlightened. Ho replied, 
^ I shall tell you freely. I was educated for the priest- 
hood, and became the editor of a newspaper. Mr. 
Ouseley came into the town, and put an article into 
the Protestant p^per against my religion, on the sub- 
ject of transubstanliation. I deemed it my duty to 
re|dy to him, and upset his arguments ; but in vain, for 
he upset me, and I then saw that my foundation was 
altogether false.'' 

When in the county of Kerry, in 1826, Mr. Ouseley 
put an article in the Kerry Evening Pbet, demonstrating 
that BO Protestant or Test'Aot could possibly more de- 
nounce, the dogmas of Rome, which the priests are 
bound to teach, than they are themselves sworn on 
tiie Gospels to do. He boldly challenged a disproof 
ofhiastctementik A Bonum Catholic e<^egian having 

20 
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fMd it, came to hear lum pTeach tliree tiines ; told Un 
be bad read the article, and deemed it conciudit^ 
Sfaortty after, he openly read his recantation in t^ 
Established Church, wrote five letters in Tindicatiea 
of bis change, and soon became a teacher of the truth 
to the peasantry around him. 

Wberesoerer indications of the success of the gospel 
were witnessed, Mr. Ouseley was found at his post, en* 
couragiog by his presence those engaged in the work^ 
and promoting and fostering the good in the new.coar 
Terts* In Munster and Ulster he rejoiced to witness 
the triumphs of divine truth ; and generally in the 
pl«!6f where he visited he was hailed by the nobiHtp, 
elexgy, and gentry, and encouraged in his important 
labors. 

Late in the year 1825, a singular movement com- 
menced iA the part of the country where the peasantry 
bad been xeading, and hearing read, the sacred Scrip- 
tures in the Irish language; which was followed up in 
subsequent years; and is too important to be over- 
looked in this place. In the month of December a 
number of the masters and scholars in the district of 
King's Court entered into a series of resolutions, to 
which, in a short time, three hundred and seventy^five 
ngnatures of persons, all Roman Catholics, were vdiun- 
tarily affixed. We shall ^vc an extract from them as 
fdlows : — 

** We, the Reman Catholic masters and scholars, un- 
der the Irish Society, whose names, with ova respective 
residences, parishes, and post-towns, are hereunto an- 
nexed, desire to express, on behalf of ourselve^, and 
upward of ^ve thowand of our adult fellow-brethren 
who in thif) district alone are in conneetion with the 
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IrieihlBbciety, our humble but conscienflons and beaat» 
fttt «en1lments with regard to this invaluable institution, 
ftftd our reading of the Scriptures in our venerated and 
Moved tongue. 

^* ■ •* 1st. Resdvod, That, believing the sacred ScrijJtures 
to be the source of all spiritual knowledge, and the 
proper ba^s of all moral instruction, we consider that 
Ike want of them in our native language has been to 
H9 and our forefathers, for a long period, the greatest 
evil ; and that the Irish Society, by their schools, and 
|»iwiding for us the Scriptures in the language we 
iHidevstand, have given to us an inestimable gift, and 
16 Ireland the noblest boon she ever received." 
' -"^ftth. Resolved, That the Roman Catholic Church, 
of which we are members, hath never, by her councils 
ik^ her spiritual head, denied the Scriptures to those 
Itfhd read them with sincerity ; . . . . and that, finally, 
we consider that the reading of the Holy Scriptures is 
our right as men, our duty as Christians, and our pri- 
vilege as Roman Catholics.'' 

' These resolutions were presented at the annual 
meefang of the society, by a deputation from the sub- 
scribers, on the 17th of March, 1826. 

Another document, signed by three thousand two 
hundred and twenty-one Roman Catholics, from the 
five counties around King's Court, was subsequently 
presented in like manner, containing the following re- 
markaUe paragraph : — 

" We can assure the committee of the Irish Society, 
we -can assure his majesty's government, that the Irish 
peasantry are most anxious for Scriptural knowledge 
for themselves and their children. There are thou- 
wmds of Roman Catliolics, whose cry can never reach 
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the Britiflh senate, who dare not "breathe a teord agamtf 
ike tyranny th0t oppresses them; who, from sincere Jove 
for Scriptural education, in defiance ci every speciiM 
of hostility, continue to send their children to BiU^ 
schools. It is painful to state that persecutions invar 
riably, and martyrdoms not a few, have followed fx&ofL 
all this ; but, on the other hand, there have been great 
moral results — symptoms of a regeneration which thft 
murderer and the incendiary will never be enabled to 
prevent." 

In a document put f(»rth in 1838, relative to th^ 
same country, the following cheering facts are stated ;-~* 
" Forty thousand persons, at the least, are taught i» 
read the Irish Scriptures in this district; and more 
than double that number brought within its comftan^ 
hearing in the cabin/' — Mason's Life of Bedell. 

Mr. Ouseley, in the month of February, after Uda 
interesting movement had commenced, was found in Uie 
street of King's Court, on the Lord's day, and had a 
most delightful opportunity of preaching in Irish ta 
multitudes as they came out of chapeL Indicationa of 
satisfaction were apparent among the crowds which 
surrounded him, while he impressed on their minds the 
absolute need of knowing and practicing the reli^on - 
which our Lord taught the virgin mother and the apos^ 
ties, and which he commanded to be preached to all 
men, to the end of the world ; nor could the presence 
of the priest deter them from hearing the gospel truths 
with which they were so delighted. He dso congratu- 
lated the country that the pure religion of Christ waa 
now on the eve of spreading among them ; that it waa 
with joy he informed them that more than five thof- 
SAND of the people in that district had nobly entered 
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%ii6 vesolutions that they would read the sacred Scrip- 
-tares in the Irish tongue, and practice them, in spite 
^ every opposition. He had the satisfaclion of hear- 
tag from one of the Irish readers the following gratify- 
ing testimony: — "It was by reading your book that 
iPopery was driven out of me." 

Shortly after this he went to Cavan, where the work 
of refbrmaticni was advancing with great vigor; and 
although he thought there were many crude elements 
Btin to be wrought upon, yet he regarded it as a great 
work, the result of 'the influence of divine truth, and 
pregnant with good to the interests of religion, especi- 
ftfly among the rising generation, who would be edu- 
eetted in Scriptural schools, and have inculcated upon 
Hiem the truths and morals of Christianity. " I was," 
he remaiks, " in the church of Cavan yesterday ; and 
httA at length the high satisfaction to see with my own 
eyes the Bomanists breaking their chains, and twenty 
of them together reading their renunciation of Popish 
slavery. This makes ninety in all, in these few weeks 
past; and many more are on the inquiry. * The fields 
are,* thank God, '.white to harvest*" 

He about this time visited the earl of Famham re- 
peatedly, and was kindly received by the noble family, 
and by ike clergy who visited there. The countess of 
Fflonham, especiaHly, was very marked in her courtesy 
and kindn€8s to Mr. Ouseley. He says : " I break- 
fi»ted on two mornings at Lord Farnham's, and was 
very much pleased with everything I saw. I was at 
prayers each time, in their neat chapel. The clergy 
both here and in Cavan are pious, amiable, and zeal- 
oas men, and were quite affectionate to me. They are 
att i^eO pleased wHh my little exertions in the streets. 
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and also with my writings." Lady Famluun, wfaoinjii^ 
have beea said to be the soul of the religioas mtyro^ 
meat, regarded Old Christianity as a very importsm^ 
work, in its influence on the reformation which icas 
then going forward, and anxiously wished for its nmre 
general circulation ; and that she might gratuitonsibf. 
distribute it, requested liberty to reprint it at her own 
expense. To this, as he had some important a/Wtioui 
to make to the work, Mr. Ouseley did not consent 

In a letter from an intelligent and pious genUemaB^ 
there is further evidence given of the favorable opaioos 
entertained in high quarters of Mr. Ouseley's laboa 
and writings* I shall give an extract of it : — ^'^ I ^sel 
sincere delight in having to inform you that, in tb6 
course of the present month, nearly fifty Boman Cac 
tholics have renounced the errors of Popery, and vead 
their recantation publicly in Cavan Chureh, and mast/ 
more seem inclined to follow their example. I have 
conversed with most of them ; and, from what they tM 
'me, I think your presence among us would be very 
desirable ; and I beg, if possible, you will pay us a visit 
I think this is the place in which you would be most 
usefiQ. The trammels of bigotry are falling off, and w« 
have hopes of good days yet The Church cleigy 
here are truly pious men ; and I have heard them wisbr 
ing that God would put it into the heart of his okL aexv 
vant Gideon to visit the county of Cavan- once morOb 
I now charge you, by your hate to Popery and the 
love you have for Papists, (for they say you love them,) 
that you come, if health permit, (and I pray the Lord 
it may,) and let the people here once more have a 
faithful gospel sermon. Come and follow up the^good 
work: do not disappoint us. Lady Famhan gave 
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«ir^ a gdod omoj copies of your Old Chrittianityi and 
yewr. other tracts^ to the coQTertB* Bring a topplx 
itttbyou." 

r.In another letter, Mr. Ouseley states Uiat he had 
jo8l retamed from Gavan, and. that ^* fiuty-three more 
have conlbnned to Protestantism ; and it is considered 
that ^iese are a few drops before a great shower 1 I 
trust tills beginning is the fruit of divine light, just 
dawning on the long ensbiyed mind. O that it may 
ba at die morning light, shining more and more to the 
peiftet day ! There appears to be a movement of 
neo'a miflds, in some degree, all over the counlaT'* 
Thaid: God, that before my head has been laid in the 
dost, my eyes already begin to see what my heart has 
been so many years longing after, and all my powers 
have been laboring to effect Yes, I still feel that God 
has called me to attend to my Boman Catholic fellow- 
men in a special manner. This has often been before 
my eyes, and laid upon my heart The Lord can do 
a great woriL by very inferior instruments. He can 
work, and who can let it T* 

In one county in the south, at kast thirty families 
received the truth, and renounced their fonner erion. 
And in another, schoob were established for the in- 
struction of the children of the poor, as well as for 
teaching adults to read the Scriptures in the Irish 
tongue. ^ What," he exclaims, ^ can be more cheei^ 
ing to eveiy jmous and benevcdent heart, than to hear 
of poor mortals who have long lain in darkness and the 
shadow of death, now thirsting for the pure gospd of 
Jesus Christ!" He had breakfasted with an excellent 
gentleman and lady in the latter place, who. had been 
defotusg themselves to this haUowed wodc. This gea- 



tttitmi iiid giren a copy of Old Cloisliaiiitf to 
Mligent joang maii) a Boman Catholic, wlio, sib$th^ 
nad read it carefully, brought it back, and laying il mi- 
the table, cried out, ^^ Popery is done ! for that bbA 
IviU never be answered : no, never/' This young mtnot 
loon became zeidous in forwarding the reading of ik^ 
Bcriptores in the Irish language. 

During the several routes which he took this yeai*, 
his public discourses were, as usual, characterised by 
mme of his striking peculiarities in an argoment, in 
•Sfyifiing the fallacies of Bcmie ; some two or three of 
lAtch I shall here relate. In explaining our Lord's 
reproof to Peter, (Matt xvi, 23,) while preaching to a 
nixed multitude in the market of Clones, he shows the 
madness of attempting to correct the Son of God, uskA 
that the person who teaches any doctrine but that tan^tt 
by Christ himself^ even the gospel, is immediately guiky 
of this crime and madness. He adds, " If St Peter was 
not spared, but was called ' Satan,' an offense, &c^ 
for his temerity, every other person who is thus foolish 
and guilty, whether he be ^m England, France, Italy, 
^., comes under the same condemnation. Many doc- 
trines not in the gospel, nor, therefore, ever taught by 
Christ, have come to Ireland from the pope to his 
dergy here, who have carefully taught them to the 
people.'' He then mentions some of them — the sacri<* 
fice of the mass, adoration of the wafer or eucharist, 
&e., &C. " Every one of these," he says, " pours in- 
stant contempt on Christ, and ruin on the followers of 
them. For if they are rights Christ must have been 
wrong in not teaching thenou And if such doctrines be 
"wrong, they who teach and practice them must be ruined 
fi)r ever-" One of his eimgregatioii was heard to say, 
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^JtaH^li0ii«etfiurwrcmg/'adidiiigaciine; another 
JSumaoist exdaimed, "The priests are ihe gimtest 
vogues unhanged V* 

'.. Jsi a tonr that occupied twenly-two days he preached 
tppanty days successively in both streets and houses ; 
miptly three times a day, and some days even four or 
five times. And yet, rapid as was his cours^, his ex- 
hibitions of divine truth in the markets and fairs were 
elabofvite and comprehensive, and sometimes marked 
With characteristic incidents. In the market of Bally- 
jamesduff, while discoursing to a great crowd on GraL 
iy 8^ 9, " But though we, or an angel from heaven^ 
preach any other gospel," &c., he stated that the aposdf 
iete four sorts of guides before ns-<-the gospel, apostles, 
migels, and pastors — of which we must, at our peril, 
choose one ooly m our in/allSde standard, namely, the 
ge^l; and that whoever sets up any guide or stand* 
ard varying from this is accursed of God, as shall all 
be who dare follow him. Deep attention sat on every 
brow in the mixed multitude. It was mentioned to 
him as he ended, that one in the congregation wished 
to look at his Testament It was the Rhemish verraon. 
He was a schoolmaster who expressed the wish. Mr. 
O. handed it; he looked over part of it, and then 
jnarked Matt vi, 5, " And when thou prayest, be not 
as the hypocrites ; for they love to pray standing in 
the synagogues, and in the comers of the streets." 
He expressed his desire that Mr. O. would read it to 
the people. This he did; while they heard witii 
breathless attention and a general smile. Then he 
turned to chap, v, 9, and read to them, "Let your 
Hght shine before men," &c. He then marked Acta 
xvii, 17, and, handing back the book, requested him 
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to read aloud,— <' Th^wfore dispoted he (FaiU) &* tbQ% 
market daily "witli ihem that met inth him." XIm 
flchoohnaater exclaimed, *^ I declare, air, here is acQifr* 
tradiction." '' What r said Mr. O., '' a contradietto^a . 
in your own book? No,. my dear fellow, the co9tM^, 
diction is in your head, not in the book. The dom^ 
good wofks in secret has regard to motive — ^that of 
pleasing God with a single eye ; the conm[iand to lei^ 
them appear befinre men, as did Paul, is for an example 
to men to lead them to good.'' *' Sir,'' the man repKedy 
*^I am very ihanldnl to you; I never undorstood 
this before." The crowd dispersed, af^arently weU. 
pleased. 

The next day he went off to another town, nineteeik 
miles distant, and rode into the market, with his black, 
cap on and his Bible in his hand, ile was soon sui^ 
rounded by the greater part of the people of ^e mar- 
ket, with several of the deigymen of the Established 
Church behind him at a large window. After sii^ng 
in English and Irish, he read his text from the Bhanish 
version, Mark vii, 7, — " In vain do they worship me, 
teaching doctrines and precepts of men." He remarkr 
ed, — ^^ Should the servant of an eminent phyaiciaA 
either mix up his own stuff for the patients, or mingle 
it with good medicine sent by his master, would not 
this be a sure way to kill the patients ? But if this be 
counted the blackest of crimes, how hideous, and how 
great, must be the crime of those teachers who thus act 
in giving human inventions in place of God's gospel, 
as did those hypocritical Jewish teachers, and as is 
openly done now in this our day I" After some other ob- 
servations, an old gray-headed man in the crowd cried 
out, '<But who does it, sir?" ''I shall soon tell yaa. 
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iSif ' oM brotiber," said Mr. O. ^ No one here, or in 
Lri&iaid, can believe that God was wrong when he gave 
tb^i^n eominandments to be observed by his people 
for ^ver. Nor can any beHeve that Christ delivered 
anything wrong in the gospel. Hence, none can allow 
th£it kny alteration should be made, by man or angel, 
in th^se commandments or in the gospel for ever.'' He 
^en said, <^ In all this, ye all perfectly agree with me, 
and that if any be found guilty of such alteration, he 
must be desperately wicked indeed." A^r showing 
many flagrant and impious changes made by the pope 
and his clergy, both in the law and the gospel, he ex* 
claimed, ^^ Here, then, my good old man, are instances, 
which defy disproof, of wickedly teaching doctrines 
and precepts of men for those of God." Every one 
was silent as death, and all devoutly joined, while he 
concluded with prayer. He then published, that on 
the next Friday he would preach in the market <£ 
Arva, on, — ^'* Beware of false prophets." Many flocked 
to hear ; and, aflerward, when they were talking to- 
gether of the sermon, one exclaimed, '* Was there no 
one to oppose him ?" ^^ Oppose him, you fool I" said 
another ; ^^ why the devil could not beat him." *^ No, 
tiiank God," said Mr. Ouseley, "I rejoice to reply, 
tor greater is he that is for me." 

The day before, while he was preaching in another 
town, and contrasting the true and false prophets, a 
woman came up ta her husband, crying out to him^ 
^^What are you doing here, listening to that man; 
don't you know how it will be ?" " Hold your tongue, 
woman," said the husband ; " why, I am listening to 
the truth, if ever truth was told ; and stand you here, 
and hearken to it toa" It may, indeed, be asked, how 
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I0 it possible that sncli faithful and constant pteaclun^ 
of tbe gospel could be otherwise than productive of the 
most beneficial effects, and in a high degree success^ 
in the r^ormation of our country from Popish error to 
the pure religion of our Lord* and Saviour Jesiu 
Christ ? In a few days after the above, Mr. Ouseley 
eame to a place on the borders of the county of Meath, 
where five hundred Roman Catholics had become united 
to the Established Church; and, notwithstanding all 
the efforts made to bring them back, they, with few 
exceptions, remained firmly attached to the truth which 
iJiey had joyftiHy received. 

Some time after this he again visited King's Court, 
and preached to great numbers of Roman Catholics, 
among whom were some of the masters who taught the 
people to read the Irish Scriptures. " Against this 
class of persons," Mr. Ouseley remarks, " the priests 
are greatly enraged ; but it is all in vain, for they are 
daily on the increase." Here his discourse was on 
** the ancient faith." Great attention and feeling were 
manifested by those who heard. He scattered some 
of his teacts too, which contained his letters to Dr. 
Doyle and priest Walsh, in which he proves that the 
doctrines of Rome are mere &brications of the Papacy. 

One of those who heard him that evening came next 
morning to Ins lodgings, under great emotion, and with 
tears in his eyes. He told him he had had a sleepless 
night ; and that he and all the Romanists deagned to 
fc^ow no other faith than the faith of God, and Jesus 
Christ — ^that is, the ten commandments and the gospel. 
But, sighing heavily, he said, << God help us I what are 
we taught ?" A Roman Catholic female also, who had 
heard him on that occasion, on her return said to her 
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bcqbandy ^< I neyer understood my'reUgkni before, azid 

irith the mass I have done for ever 1" . 

In another place he had preached to great numbers 
of Eoman Catholics, who flocked Jbo hear ; they seemed 
very much agitated at first, at hearing their system of 
faith exposed. They Uiought, alternately, that tiieir 
religion was right, and his ai^guments right ; and they 
became sadly perplexed ; but the result was, they asi* 
sembled in groups, betook themselves to the searching 
of the Scriptures, and, notwithstanding all ih.Q menaces 
of the priest, wben he came again, they ran in multn 
tudes to hear him. They heaac^ened wi<li breaihlesft 
attention; and when departing fxDm the place they 
were heard to say one to another, ^^ God bless him, he 
says nothing but the truth/' 

In Omagh the priest had treated him not very cere* 
moniously, calling bim by many opprobrious names, on: 
a late occasion ; but he now returned to that town, 
and his congregations were crowded. A reformation 
meeting was about to be held in the town, and he was 
prevailed upon to remain a day, and take a part in the 
discussion. The court-house was overflowed with all 
ranks during the lime of the meeting, who manifested 
great interest in the debate. Three priests came for- 
ward for the purpose of protesting against the pro- 
ceedings.' They were invited to the platform, and the 
one who had been so liberal in his abuse of Mr. Ouse- 
ley was the first who stood up to speak in reply to one 
of the clergymen. Mr. O. in turn was called on to 
answer his arguments. He spoke for forty-five minutes. 
Deep silence pervaded the assembly, while he in his 
own forcible manner argued first, that all^were agreed 
that Christ taught tiie true way to heaven, and that 
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•very doctrine oppoised to lus gospel most necesm^ 
be false. He then proved that extreme tinctkm, st^ 
rifice of the loass, worship of the host, purgatory, trftA- 
substantiation, &c., were opposed to the gospel, and 
of consequence could not be the religion of cTesiis 
Christ The priest who followed him seemed electri- 
fied, knew not where to begin, and under the greatest 
embarrassment stammered out something foreign from 
the argument, saying, '* I must turn to another subject.** 
While Mr. O. took their whole system to pieces there 
was not the slightest dissatisfaction evinced, either by 
the Bomish clergy or people. 

In the spring of 1828 he was invited to take a ptft 
in the missionary anniversary services, in the principid 
towns in Lancashire and Yorkshire ; and did not fidl 
to place before i^e friends of religion in England the 
evils by which his poor country was ruined 

Early in January of that year it was very gratifying 
to me to receive a visit from my old friend, in Belfast, 
where I was then stationed. We had the privilege of 
his presence for a week, to the great edification of the 
crowds which attended his ministry. During his stay 
in Belfast he published several important articles in 
the Protestant Guardian newspaper. We should pro- 
bably have been favored with a more protracted visit, 
but that the Bev. Henry Deery having met with a 
severe accident, he hastened to his assistance. 

His tour at this time occupied fifty-two days, and 
extended through Leinster and the north. Wherever 
he went he was cordially received and generously 
treated by gentry, clergy, and nobility ; and his visits 
and labors were greatly acknowledged by 4he great 
Head of the church in eveiy place. On his return to 
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SMiliii, JaBoary SOtih, he found Mrs. Ooaeley had 
baeo ^eriooiLy 31 ; bat, lest he f&cmld be interrupted in 
hithworic, she had not apprised him of her indisposition. 
iWhent he reached home, happily she was convalescent 
, ThivKigh the following years he passed on his hal- 
lowed way witii unabated ardor, and with a strength 
of body imd energy of mind not only unimpaired, but 
seeming to increase with his years. During the year 
ending June, 1830, Mr. Ouseley traveled as extensive- 
fy, and preached as frequently, it would appear, as in 
any period of his laborious life. He visited every one 
*qS the four provinces, and preached at least a thousand 
lannons. On the wings of faith and love, he flew 
firetn place to place, and laid hdd on every occasion to 
Mpese error, and promote the interest of the gospel ; 
attacking Msehood in eveiy form, and inviting sin- 
ners to embrace the saving truths of Christianity. A 
friar, of the name of Brennan, affected some time be- 
fore this to conform to the Established Church ; but 
when Mr. Ouseley reached Dundalk, in the winter of 
that year, this person had just published a penitential 
address to the Roman Catiiolics, very elaborate, and 
highly calculated to lull unsuspecting Protestants, and 
to ensnare the ignorant. He defended seven of his 
doctrines, and, as it were, with many tearl, and ap- 
peals to Grod for his sincerity ! a thing quite common 
on such occasions. Mr. Ouseley gave this artful piece 
an able reply ; and demonstrated that his seven doc- 
trines were in opposition to the gospel, and therefore 
seven falsehoods ; but that the penitent friar believed 
neither his doctrines nor his arguments in support of 
them. And although he urged on fnar Brennan and 
the priests to reply, if possible, no answer appeared. 
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Occmmm was giyen this year to Mr. Onsetey t»iAi^ 
np his pen in defense of his yievB on another in bjo g t , 
by a clergyman of the Establishment, in the cocmtyi^f 
Fermanagh, who riolently assailed the doctriBe» and 
discipline of the Methodists as the worst of he nftieo . 
Great anxiety was manifested among the peo[^ ^n 
every hand, that Mr. Ouseley, when he came roond to 
the neighborhood, would write something in rej^y. 
Many flocked to hear him preach ; and very gracioiis 
effects were apparent in the crowds assembled in the 
market-house of Maguire's Bridge, near l^e^eeeae of 
eontxoversy. He believed that his oppon^it and titt»e* 
who united with him were conscientbos Ghialnin 
men, and therefore he treated their names with graat 
respect, and their subject with moderation, while he 
strongly vindicated what he conceived to be the doc« 
trines of the gospel. This was one of his hap^eafc 
efforts : he conducted the controversy in a truly Chr»- 
tian spirit, and with an acuteness and strength of argu- 
ment which were seldom surpassed by him. His re- 
marks soon appeared in a pamphlet, but afberward 
assumed the form of a book, which exhibits no in- 
considerable degree of research on the subject, and an 
intimate acquaintance with the most eminent divines 
ef the English Church. 

The grand object of his mission, however, was not 
forgotten. He again visited the countiy where the 
work of reformation had been in progi^ess for years, 
and he was more and more impressed with the genu* 
ineness of the work- Great numbers, in several parts 
of the country, had joined the ranks of Protestantism^ 
and remained faithftil. *^ The seed," he remarks, '* is 
sown very extensively ; and let us only patieady wait 
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in fndi «Bd prater, and God, even oar own God, wSL 

fiFe us to see great thkigs. Only let us go on, and the 
Insults will be glorious." 

r The c(Hiyersion of the Hon. and Rev. G. Spencer 
had DOW made a great noise. Mr. Ouseley met an ac- 
count of it in Waterford, and penned *an immediate 
reply, in which he exhibited the gross sejf-contradio- 
tions of the Papal doctrines, and proved ^at this #[>n- 
version must have been the result of mental defect in 
taking these self-contradictions for tlie gospel. In 
Xralee, the priest, Dr. M'Enemy, had threatened to 
denounce any of his flock who should go to hear Mr. . 
Ouseley preach ; who immediately addressed a letter to 
him, which appeared in the Kerry Post, demonstrating 
that in thus opposing the truth he set himself against 
the word of God, which commands us to <' prove all 
things.'' It was thus he proceeded from year to year, 
seizing every opportunity, both by preaching and 
writing, to confront error and spread the knowledge 
of the truth in every place. 

In one of his tours this year he met with a person 
to whom his conversation and ministiy, on a former 
occasion, had been made a great blessing. He had 
now the happiness of witnessing the gracious fruits 
arising from the seed sown two years before. The 
person was a young woman, who had been a most 
bigoted Boman Catholic, and who, a short time before 
Mr. Ouseley first saw her, had expressed herself in 
very strong language on the subject of the Protestant 
religion, for which she entertained a deep-rooted hatred 
and horror. She said she would rather be damned 
than become a Protestant She was otherwise a very 

interesting person. Mr. Ouseley heard of her, sought 

21 
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an I nte l' yie w ifilh her, and she Tenftmed to enter into 
ecmverBsliofn iriih bini. He asked her, ^ Biddy, woali 
joa not rather haye one half hoards conversation with 
Jesos Christ, who is to judge joo, were it posaifale, than 
if all the clergy on earth — ^pope, pnesta, preachers, &c. 
— ^were to talk to yon till doomsday ?" She answered, 
"• Sorely I would." '* But had he so convened with 
you, would you not be afiraid of foigetdng any of it; 
and would you not, on your knees, beg of him to give 
it to you in writing ?" " Certainly I would." " Now 
if he gave yon that writing," he remarked, "■ would yoa 
not put it in your very bosom, and read it night and 
day, and prefer it to all the teachen on earth, nor part 
with it on any account whatever ?" ^' All this is true, 
sir : I most certainly would not part with it." He re- 
jcnned, " Then, Biddy, you have this very thing in 
this house — ^the New Testament For if Jesus Christ 
were now to come, having given the gospel in infinite 
perfection, (and the Protestant and Boman Catholie 
Testaments are in substance the same,) he would in no 
wise alter that gospel. Hence you have only to read 
and obey it, and all shall be well. But there is a prac- 
tice in your religion that Christ never taught : that is, 
private confession." He Ihen in a most ingenious man- 
ner explained the passage contained in John viii, *S-11 ; 
" when," as he expressed it, " a certain wicked woman 
was brought into the congregation, before our Saviour, 
Ai^d he said, ^ Neither do I condemn thee : go, and sin 
no more.' You see, Bi^dy," he continued, " Christ did 
not confess her, nor lay penance on her. Now, had he 
found an apostle confessing a woman, and laying pen- 
ance on her, contrary to this example, what would be- 
^sonie of such an apostle, unless he promised neverto do 
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80 agun ? Or if he met you, my clifld, going to such 
confession, and should say to you, * Did I ever teach 
Ae'like: and are you going to tell the world I was 
wrong ?* what would you answer ? Surely you would 
say, * Lord, I will never go to confession again/ ** This 
was too powerful to be resisted : her eyes became suf- 
fused with tears. She went to hear him preach, com- 
menced reading God's holy word, and never went to 
mass or confession more. On the next sabbath morn- 
ing she went to church, and, with another, read her 
recantation. She sought the Lord earnestly and peni- 
tewtly; and soon obtained the knowledge of salvation 
by the remission of her sins. The priest raised a most 
virulent opposition against her, but she continued faith- 
ful ; and, though she was a little perplexed at first, all 
became calm, and joy, and peace. She rejoiced to 
meet her father in the gospel, and he was delighted to 
meet her a steady member of the Methodist society. 
He met her parents about six miles further on, who, 
through her means, it would appear, had abandoned 
the errors of Rome. Her father was a member of so- 
ciety, and the rest of the family likely to (jlowell. This 
affords one instance among thousands of the triumph 
of divine truth through the instrumentality of this faith- 
ful servant of Christ; and exhibits a demonstrative 
proof that no small tribute of thankfulness is due to 
Mr. Ouseley for the numbers which have been won to 
the ranks of the Establishment. 

Again he viated Tuam, and a scene took place, such 
as has been already described : he entered the market- 
place, accompanied by a few friends ; a priest sat in a 
window behind where he preached ; many heard with 
attention, but some became restless, and instigated 
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othen to annoy ; the yell was raised, the missfles fiei 
turf, stones, &c. He was repeatedly hit, but received 
no injury until struck on the mouth ; one of his fore 
teeth was disturbed, and his- lip and gums cut; IshfO 
blood flowed profusely ; he showed them some of the 
blood on his hand, and gently asked them, " Is this my 
reward for my good will to you ?" He prayed heartily 
for them, and retired under showers of stones; yella 
and reproaches following him, until a kind clei^yman 
of the Establishment, the Rev. Mr. Irwin, cried, 
" Shame, shame," at the mob, and took him by the 
arm, and brought him to his own house. He was now 
invited by a clergyman to another town, and the day he 
went there he preached, in English and Irish, four times, 
and again the next morning ; and had a very gracious 
and peaceable time. In Ballinasloe he was opposed by a 
man, decent in appearance, but intoxicated, who re- 
ceived some chastisement from his own sister for his 
unbecoming behavior. He preached through all the 
surrounding towns with his usual fervor and unremitting 
zeal, without the least abatement, and was never heard 
to complain in all his toil and peril. " All this," he says, 
" did not for a single day prevent my labors ; and, to 
. God be aU the glory, I am very little, if anything, the 
worse of all these labors and dangers ; riding so inces- 
santly, and preaching at the rate of from twelve to 
twenty times a week publicly, and probably nearly as 
often more, as I travel along, to those I meet daily, as 
I can speak to them so freely in their own language." 
-The above accounts are taken from a letter of his, 
dated May 21st, and June 18th, 1830, which presents 
a most interesting and lengthened detail of his la- 
hors during the preceding year, the whole of which, 
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conld our space admit of it, would strike you with 
wonder; I shall, however, close this letter by an- 
other extract from this important document: — "All 
tfie time, having preached so much in the streets and 
-chapeis, you may judge what multitudes I must have 
ministered to in this way, and what hundreds of 
miles I rode. How great has been" the tender mercy 
and loving kindness of my God to me, in enabling me, 
now in my sixty-ninth year, to endure all this incessant 
labor with such facility ! And, the more especially, as 
my discourses in the street must be so loud ; and having 
to speak so much Irish, and to use so much argument, 
in order to develop crafty errors, must necessarily be 
flo long. 'Tis mercy all ! This is the more remarkable 
wl^en we observe the dread the priests have lest their 
people should hear, and the natural enmity of their 
people to Protestantism ; and the violence of the bigot- 
ed Irish mind« And how miraculous, that not only no 
damage has been done me, nor any dangerous tumults 
have occurred, but, that rather, I was generally heard 
with such attention and affection in all places; and 
tiuU while exposing the impostures so long practiced 
on the people ! O, my soul, hast thou not cause to 
glorify thy God ; and, with my friends, rejoice with 
reverence and gratitude before him I** Thus writes 
Mr. Ouseley, when he had nearly numbered his three- 
icore years and ten I Yours, Sec. 
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LETTER XIV. 

AflledoD of ISr. Omdey— Bk leOer M the nlijeci— Enplofi Uh time in wiilin^— 
Bwniw hk tlhre labow CiitflirB cold in itaeet pmclikig^TnTCta in I^dHwr and 
Uhler— Incerriev vith a fnradly print— Vkiti Kin^'t Coail — A print denoancn his 
Ol^dtriMLuiityumnlierrtkil book— Two kngtheoedUMm— Sopplintliepiaeeaf Mr. 
Ba7ley->DiaIogue ia tlw «net of Bdlinube— Attacked I9 dwiea ia Slifo— Attead* 
Ibe aooual meetio^ of the IiJsli Society in Dublin — Writes ■trietnm on tlie pope's 
Jsfailce— Mn. Oowley's ehaiaeter— Mr. Ooteley tnveb tlmagli Keny— GooTemtioa 
wiUi • prieat— Yisli limeriek, Eojiii, and Tqppeiaiy— Smogty uifn the cniplDgr- 
nient of Scripture teadien — Propo ae i to oontriirate to tlteir support— Trareb throash 
tbe wealern coanties— Vnu England— IBeet of aennon in MoantmeOick— Thivel* la 
Keny, limerick, and Gaiway— Attacked liy robben on hit retam to IMUtn^-Pmr 
monitory ■ymptome of lui lait Olnew— Letter to tlie author— P roq)ecti of eternity — 
Coodndei bii pcAtte minlMxy fay pnacfaiD; in Moantmellich— Retains to IHMi n - 
Is confined to bed— The eloang scene— Mr. Ouseley's chanuler as a writer His 
general character as giren in tbe Minutes of Confaence— Co nc l n ri on. 

My Deab Friend, — ^We liave now to contemplate 
tbe character of Mr. Ouseley in another aspect than 
that in which we were invited to view it in the close of 
the last letter. The man of almost uninterrupted 
health, and ceaseless, enei^etic action, is, as in a 
moment, weak as in&ncy, laid aside for a season, and 
in all human calculation no more to resume his labors. 
He at first is under the distressing anticipation that a 
period is put to his holy toil. His own words will best 
describe, at once, the affliction, and his feelings c^ piooa 
submission to the divine will. In a letter to the mi»' 
sionary committee, November 9th, 1830, in which he 
expresses himself with his usual force, he affeetingljr 
depicts his circumstances : — 

" Through the mysterious providence of that good 
€rod who cannot err, but doeth all things well, I am 
confined to my bed, heavily afiUcted, and must now 
address the committee by the pen of a kind Mend. 

<< That course of vehement active labor, in which I 
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bave been many yearn engaged, to promote the good 
of my fellow-men, and the glory of my God, in thu 
benighted kingdom, and in which he so blessedly and 
wonderfully preserved and supported me, is now very 
probably come to its close. 

" In the month of August I left this city, in health 
and strength, for Connaught, preaching in all the 
towns and villages as I went along, both in the streets 
and houses, to multitudes of anxious hearers, at the rate 
of from sixteen to twenty times a week, without a sin. 
gle day's intermission, to the 10th of October, when, in 
crossing through a part of the county of Leitrim to the 
place appointed for me, in stepping down a ditch that 
intervened, I felt a sudden shock as if my leg were 
broken, or my foot were severed from my leg. After 
rolling in anguish on the ground I attempted to rise, 
and in that state, wonderftd to tell, I got on horseback, 
not knowing exactly what damage had occurred, but 
proceeded to my place, and preached that night to the 
assembled crowd with great freedom. It having been 
published, far and wide, that I was to open the new 
Methodist chapel in Drumshambo the next day, at 
one o^clock, swelled and painftil as my leg was I 
proceeded to my work, and a collection of about ten 
guineas (in so small a village) was made ; the crowd 
assembled at night again, and I preached to them, and on 
the next night also. Medical men who came to see me 
prescribed poultices, and hoped that I would soon get 
w^; I hoped so too; and proceeded on my course, 
preaching daily, sometimes at the rate of twelve t&neil 
a week. I purposed to penetrate into Mayo, but I 
found, at length, as the great swelling in my leg was 
^increasing, I must stop, and return home to seek medi« 
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oal mstaace and rest ; aad, after seventy-oBe 4ay]|f 
absence, I arrived in Dublin, by the coacb, oi). laet 
Friday week. But, before my departure from the 
county of Longford, I received a very pressing letter 
from an amiable clergyman in MohiU, a town in the 
county of Leitrim, to return to them, after I had lately 
spent five days with them at two several times, preach- 
ing night and day to amazing crowds — Romanists and 
Protestants. He mentioned to me that, the Sunday- 
after I left them, no less than a hundred and eighty 
souls approached the Lord's table. 

'* Many souls were converted, and the whole yieioity 
for miles round seemed to be moved. Bad as my le<r 
was, I could not resist this invitation, which I conceived 
to be of God. I returned,^ and was graciously recdved 
by both rector and curate ; and by the inhabitants most 
gladly. I stopped three days, and preached seven 
times in a large double school-room, to congregations 
still more dense than before ; nor could the priest with 
all his artifices prevent his people from coming to hear. 
We parted the last morning in floods of tears ; and 
with prayers and thanksgiving to the Lord. 

" My leg, on being examined by men of science, 
(since my return to Dublin,) was found to be ruptured 
in the tendon Achilles, so called, and in the region 
of the heel, which most probably will leave me lame 
while I live. But this is not all: seldom one sorrow 
comes alone : I was attacked last Monday night with 
a violent pain in my stomach, which threatened to put 
an immediate end to my mortal career : an eminent 
physician was roused out of his bed in all haste, who 
found that a dangerous inflammation on the liver, 
which he said was long growing, was my complaint; 
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ke foitii^nth took six teacnps fuU of blood from mj 
tamy and after that applied eighteen leeches to the region 
of the liver, which bled me profusely ; this mitigated 
the pungency of the pain — to our God be the glory, who 
blessed the means to the relief of his poor creature : 
a blister was added, which also tended to relieye me. 
My appetite is gone, and here I lie in peace, thank 
God, and helpless as a child, upon a bed of, doubtless, 
salutary affliction, under the care of a kind wife, and a 
merciful Father, who neither slumbers nor sleeps, and 
who graciously brought me home before this accmnula- 
tion of afflictions came upon me. 

^ A consultation of two eminent physicians on my 
case was held yesterday, and they have pronounced 
me much better, and encourage me to expect ultimate 
recovery, but that it will take time. I feel upon the 
whole, thank God, nothing but cause of gratitude to 
my almighty Protector, and a hope that I shall again 
be enabled to wield the sword of th^ Lord in some 
measure, as heretofore." 

During this complicated affliction two eminent phy- 
sicians were most prompt and disinterested in their 
attendance ; and Mrs. Ouseley was unwearied in her 
attention and care, night and day, for weeks ; and to 
these, under God, he owed his life. " My dear wife," 
he says, " has been up every night, from the beginning, 
two or three times, duly to attend me and give me 
drink." The hurt in his leg seemed providential, for 
the physicians said that the inflammation had been 
gradually accumulating, and had he then proceeded, 
according to his original intention, through Mayo, he, 
in all probability, would have been without suitable 
medical advice and attention, and have fallen under 
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the disease. He consoled lilmself under his affliction 
hy the thought that his pen conld be employed in hu 
divine Master's cause. His feebleness and lameness 
were such, that during the -Winter he could not attempt 
anything that required exertion ; yet he says, " This 
also, I am persuaded, will be followed with good ; fot 
now} thank God, I can take my pen, and my heart is 
inditing of a good matter." Some works on the Popish 
controversy occupied his mind, and were afterward 
brought out during his temporary retirement " Popery, 
Popery, is Satan's first-born ; this none who knows it 
can deny ; and it is making rapid strides in England ! 
How then comes it to pass that scarce any one minds 
it more than if it were a mere harmless thing ?" " The 
Plot Developed," and " Strictures on the Controversy 
between Pope and Maguire," he published in one 
volume, as a seasonable check, at the time, to the arro- 
gant spirit of error, as he believed that the cause of 
truth was greatly disserved by the discussion. He 
also enlarged his work already mentioned, ''An 
Earnest Appeal on Calvinism and Arminianism, &c., 
to promote Christian Union." During these seasons 
of " gentle affliction," as he was wont to express him- 
self, his best productions were written. 

His attention was at this time anxiously directed to 
the instituting of a new agency for the spiritual 
instruction of the Irish, under the name of" Scripture 
readers." He sketched a plan easy of accomplishment, 
and recommended a suitable person to make trial. 
He afterward proceeded further with his design, urged 
it on the missionary conmiittee and conference, and 
offered an annual subscription to the fund for its 

nport 
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la tib^ latter end of December he writes, " The lirw 
C^Biplaint has, thank God, subsided ; yet the doctors 
keep me low. I feel no pain on that ground, though 
my appetite has returned My leg is very little, if 
anything, better ; the weakness and soreness continue. 
I can, however, limp slowly about the house; and I 
can use my pen : this is a great mercy indeed I and 
let patience have her perfect work." For nearly eight 
months he was not able to move beyond his own door. 
His first effort to preach was made in Whitefriar-street 
chapel, and he felt , improved by the exertion. He 
was anxious once more to return to his work. " I feel 
hope,'' he says, " that though my leg is still weak, that 
I shall be able to resume my labors immediately, if not 
fully as formerly, yet, with caution, in some degree 
effectually." Both himself and his friends regarded 
his illness as providential, as, during that period, 
great agitations and murderous outrages prevailed 
throughout our ill-fated country, which would have 
rendered it hazardous for him to travel in his usual 
way. 

He speaks in terms of high esteem and gratitude of 
the disinterested kindness of Dr. Cheyne, and also 
of Dr. Browne, both of whom generously declined 
receiving any fee, though pressed upon them, esteem- 
ing it rather a privilege than otherwise to wait on Mr. 
Ouseley in his illness. 

At every step we proceed in the singular narrative 
of the man, we are the more forcibly impressed with 
wonder at his extraordinary character. We have just 
seen him passing under a painful and protracted illness, 
and even then, by every effort of his pen, does he 
strive to advance the cause of truth, and benefit his 
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fellow-men ; and scarcely is he relieved from has {in- 
disposition, till we find him again engaged in &tigaiBg 
duties, pursuing his career of usefulness with unabated 
ardor. 

In a letter to the Kev. Elijah Hoole, dated Septem^ 
ber 6 th, 1§31, Mr. Ouseley writes :—" Hitherto the 
Lord hath helped me, in the midst of incessant labors^ 
for, in every place, the crowds run together to hear as 
soon as they know I am come, so that I generally 
preach from fourteen to sixteen times a week, or 
more. Since Sunday morning last I have preached, 
in and out of doors, thirteen times, to this moming, 
(Thursday.) In the county of Longford I had great 
congregations everywhere, and I trust good has been 
done." 

By invitation of Mr. Kingston, a magistrate, he 
preached in Kenagh twice, and such numbers attend- 
ed his preaching as they had not seen there before. 
He then proceeded to the county of Leitrim, and 
preached in the street of Mohill, where he had been 
just before his illness. An immense crowd attended; 
his way was delightfidly opened, so that he got a laige 
school-room to preach in, stopped three days, and 
preached eight sermons before he left them. The 
Bomanists crowded to hear him, in spite of the priests. 
He spent the day with the excellent rector, and, al- 
though the night was wet, and dark, and stormy, the 
crowd that assembled was surprising. He remarks, — 
'* The Lord was with ns indeed, blessed he his name I 
I must soon visit them again. I was almost tired last 
night after having preached four times; but I got 
sweet refreshing sleep to fit me for the morning. Thus 
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I hope, now that I am put on my legs agun, to go 
on rejoicing till I finiBh my course. 

Hffoughout the winter, he proeecuted the work with 
equal diligence ; and for ninety days, without cessation, 
he preached and traveled; Yisited Mohill again, and 
Tast numbers of the Roman Catholics attended each 
night in the largo schoolroom, and still greater num- 
bers in the streets. He was now attacked with a cold, 
which affected both his lungs and liver, and obliged 
him to return to Dublin for medical advice. After 
three weeks he was freed from the cough, and nearly 
restored : ** And I expect," he says, " shortly to launch 
forth once more." His views of the " Education 
Board '* were well known. I have hardly, at any time, 
heard such powerful and sarcastic strictures on the 
subject, from any one, as from Mr. Ouseley. He re- 
marks in his letter : '^ Never in my memory has the 
Protestant spirit been so roused in behalf of the Bible, 
and so much said, and so weU said, about it, and that by 
all denominations and classes of Protestants, as since 
the new Education, Infidel-Popish Board had deter- 
mined to prescribe it, and shut it out from the educa- 
tion system. Much good from this evil attempt will, I 
expect, through the divine mercy, be the result. 

The next year, his laborious course was chiefly 
through Leinster and Ulster. After he had preached 
in the street of Ballyjamesduff, a priest who had heard 
him sought an interview with him, came to his lodging 
night and morning, and held free and friendly con- 
versations with him on religious subjects. He also 
cordially invited him to his house, but Mr. Ouseley's 
plan would not admit of any delay. 
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In some instances tibe Soman Carbolic priests evincBd 
great respect for him, and seemed glad to receive the 
taruth from his lips. Some time before this, wlnle tra- 
yeling in the county of Wexford, he rode into a town 
on the Lord's day; and, as is customary ailer mass, 
great numbers were engaged near the chapel, some 
in Ikying ball, some gambling, and olhers drinking 
whisky.* Mr. Ouseley went immediately to the parish 
priest, a mild, good-natured man, who received him 
very kindly. He in strong terms remonstrated against 
these abuses. " Are not you, sir,'' he ssdd, " the pastor 
of Christ's flock ?'* The priest, in a subdued tone, re- 
plied, "Indeed I am, sir." "Then why do you not 
tarn out the unruly ones, according to the command 
of Christ your Lord ?" " Lord help me,** replied the 
priest; '^if I turn out these, I'll have none at all." 
" Better for you to have none at all," rejoined Mr. C, 
" or have only three, and have such a church as Christ 
and his apostles founded, than have the whole country- 
side of such fellows." " True for you, sir ; but, Lord 
have mercy upon us, what shall we do for the bit of 
bread ?" Then Mr. O. turned to the lives of some of 

* The desecration of the Christian sabbath is one of our great 
national sins. It is awfully president among Roman Catholics ; nor 
can this be thought surprising, when it is considered that the very- 
best of their clergy advocate its open abuse as consistent with the 
liberty of the Christian dispensation. The Rev. Theobald Mathcw, 
in laboring to advance the cause of temperance, does not scruple to 
plead for the Christian propriety of the most flagrant violation of the 
holy day. In a letter in the Cork Constitution he says : " It may be 
objected to me that I have attended at temperance meetings on the 
Lord's day, accompanied by bands of music. As I interpret the 
sacred Scriptures, this does not appear to me a profanation of the 
Lord's day. I avail myself of the gospel liberty with which Christ 
has set us free from the yoke of the Lcvitical law." This, alas ! 
requires no comment. 
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iixe.jiapea, and showed the absoTdity of conneclaBg the 
x^wpoi^ of Christiaiiity with such monsters of impiety. 
'^ True enough for you," said the priest, ^' there 's their 
lives on the table there/* His coadjutor came in shortly 
a&er, and said, '^ So you have had that heresiarch 
Ouseley here/' The other sharply rebuked him, and 
ordered him out of his presence, saying, " Mr. Ouseley 
is a gentleman and scholar, sir; what you are not 
You dare not open your mouth, sir, if he were present." 
J^e clung to Mr. Ouseley with the greatest affection ; 
and such was the impression that his conversation had 
upon his mind, that when he was dying he cried out, 
« Mr. Ouseley 1 Mr. Ouseley 1" 

But to return. Soon after leaving BaUyjamesduff 
we iind him laboring successfully in Enniskillen, where 
was a great work, and many souls were by his means 
added to the Lord. Here he was constrained to con- 
tinue eight days. Almost every night souls were awa- 
kened and brought to Grod. In the street he preached 
on horseback to an immense crowd, on the market 
day ; and while he laid before them the willingness of 
God to save them, through faith in the Redeemer, the 
power of the Lord was graciously felt; nor did the Ro- 
manists evidence any displeasure while he showed them 
that they were taught quite another doctrine. " O what 
a pity," he remarks, " that we have not more street 
preaching ! for how can these poor sheep hear other- 
wise ? Poor souls I my heart mourns over them." In 
like manner he preached in other to'wns of the counties 
of Fermanagh, Cavan, Monaghan, Tyrone, &c. He 
proceeded to King's Court on Good Friday, and had 
much interesting converaation with the Rev. Mr. Win- 
ning, superintendent of the Irish Society's schooki 
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The ihoasands who entered into resolutions to«read 
the Scriptures persisted in their pious determinatxoB, 
notwithstanding the authority and denuncialions<^€heir 
clergy. They also possessed themselves of Old ChrisH 
tianity, and several of Mr. Ouseley's other controver- 
sial tracts, which they read with avidity. The priest 
had heard of one man in particular who had got Ms 
larger work, and came to him to dissuade him from 
reading it, or having it in his possession. When the 
reverend father could not prevail, he seized him by 
the collar, and they had a determined grapple ; bat the 
man persisted. The priest, being defeated in the 
struggle, cursed him fw his contumacy from the altar 
in the chapel — cursed the cow that gave him milk, and 
the grass on which she fed, if he would not part with 
this heretical book. But all in vain: he could not 
frighten him. After a tour of fifty-three days of in- 
cessant labor at this time, Mr. Ouseley says, " I came 
home safe,Avell, and happy in my soul, now in my 
seventy-first year. Glory be to my God !" 

Increasing years seem to have had no other effect 
on Mr. Ouseley than increasing his solicitude for the 
salvation of his fellow-men, and stimulating him, if pos- 
sible, to greater exertions for that momentous object 
When he entered on the seventy-second year of his 
age, he preached as much as in his youthful days. 
Besides some shorter excursions which he took in 1833, 
he gives a detail of his labors during a more lengthened 
tour in the latter end of 1832, and another early in 
1833. In one place in King's county he was invited 
by the rector, by whom he was hospitably entertained, 
and in whose school-house he repeatedly preached to 
mixed and large congregations. In Tullamore he 



XBMOSIAt OP QIDEON OtTSfiLST. S87 

fareiJcfiisted in compaBy viih the rector and curate, 
amiable and pious men. "We had," says Mr. O., 
"much edifying and affectionate conversation on the 
extent of the atonement, and some other points enter- 
tained by many learned and good men in this king- 
dom." Hearing of the Eudden death, by cholera, of 
one of our missionaries, the Rev. Robert Bailey, he 
hastened to his mission, to condole with the bereayed 
widow and her family, and to supply the preaching 
places of the excellent man that had been removed 
from a world of toil and pain to the " rest that remain- 
eth for the people of God." He passed through Athlone, 
where the Lord wonderfully acknowledged his ministry. 
On the Sunday he preached once in the street, after 
church service, and twice in the chapel. " I had been 
ill," he says, " for a few weeks ; and even when setting 
out was still ill from a fall I had gotten, by which I re- 
ceived a contusion in my right side. The first week I 
preached only seven times, the next ten, and after that 
fourteen times and upward. Thus my gracious Master 
strengthened me, and smoothed my way. Glory be to 
himl" 

He spent thirty-two days on that mission, and preach^ 
ed in the several towns in the public streets. In Bal- 
linasloe market a sort of dialogue took place in Irish 
between him and one of the peasantry, which showed 
the satisfaction felt by the poor people at hearing the 
word of the Lord explained. " Poor dear souls," says 
Mr. Ouseley, " they were astonished to hear the truths 
of the blessed gospel " Some of them exclaimed in 
Irish, " We never heard priest or fiiar speak so." Mr. 
O. replied, " And yet I am a Protestant !" " And for 

all that," said one, " no priest comes up to you. God 

22 
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bless and speed you !" On All-saints' day, or tbe day 
after, while he was preaching, one of them cried out, 
" You are right enough ; for this time souls are leaving 
purgatory. The priest told us fi*om the altar that they 
are flying out of it like flocks of crows out of a rookerj- ; 
and that evety one praying fervently will get out a 
soul." This was all expressed in Irish ; and Mr. O. 
answered in the same tongue, and in his own peculiar 
way reasoned with them on the absurdity' of such no- 
tions. " Without fiiith in Christ," he argued, " and the 
Holy Spirit cleansing the soul from sin, there is no sal- 
Tation ; and having these, there can be no condemna- 
tion. If no condemnation, no punishment ; and if no 
punishment, no place after death for punishment — no 
purgatory for any gracious souls. And if these things 
be so, and cannot be denied, the whole doctrine of pur- 
gatory is of human invention, and a cheat on ignorance 
and credulity.*' Satisfaction beamed in the counte- 
nances of his hearers, and a blessing was prayed on 
him when he concluded. 

As he approached Sligo, in his second excursion, he 
had premonitory symptoms of cholera, and yet he 
preached as if he had been quite well. At length he 
sunk under it ; but getting medical aid, he was, by 
Grod*s blessing, in a few days enabled to J)reach again. 
On Thursday, February 28th, he was obliged to abstain 
from all public exertions until Sunday, when he had 
so far convalesced as to be able to preach morning 
and evening to delighted and crowded congregations. 
" I was well taken care of," he remarks, "at our friend 
Upton's, by himself, his dear wife, and!daughters. I 
pray Grod to remember them for good." . In Longford, 
while he preached, a priest came into th^ crowd, and 
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said, in a low tone, " Go away." Some of the people 
made a great noise ; and, as if a bellman had gone 
round, they crowded to the chapel in the evening. 

He hastened home to attend the annual meeting of 
the Irish Society, which was held in the Botunda, on 
Monday, the 18th of March. On his way he stopped 
in Athlone, with his kind Mend, the rector, as he had 
promised; preached there in the street on Sunday, 
after church service, to a mixed multitude, without the 
slightest interruption, and at night to a dense crowd, 
of whom several were Romanists. He arrived in 
Dublin on the 18th of March. " Thank God," he says, 
" in good health, and happy ; my good wife I found in 
tolerable health." On Sunday, the 1 7th, he preached 
in three of the chapels in Dublin, and, though a little 
tired, nothing the worse. He met some instances at 
this time, in Dublin, of the good effects of his book. 

" The pope's jubilee, to purify the faithful, and wash 
white as snow," was then in full Operation throughout 
Ireland. He wrote an exposure of that wretched cheat, 
and had it inserted in some of the newspapers. With 
the exception of a slight cold, he says, ^' By the divine 
goodness, I feel as well and strong, and as willing to 
labor for my God, as at any time these past twenty-five 
years. My poor wife," he adds, " has rather a heavy 
cold. She and I shall, next month, have been fifty 
years united !" 

We have had, occasionally, in the course of this 
work, to refer to Mrs. Ouseley, whose piety and zeal 
for the cause of God in no small degree contributed 
to encourage her incomparable husband in his arduous 
and successful career. A slight departure from the 
direct narrative will be excused, while we give a brief 
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flketck of the character of that exemplary- wcxnan. 
And, should this come under her eye, she will for^ve 
her old and attached friend for the liberty he takes 
with her respected name. It fills me with indescrib- 
able emotion to touch on a subject with which ttati 
associated a thousand grateful reminiscences, so as to 
make it no easy task to pay this tribute ; but sncK 
was her worth, that to pass it over wholly in silence 
would be an unpardonable omission. The saintly- 
widow of the venerable Ouseley is every way deserving 
of the name she bears, and the rank she has so long 
sustained in the church of Christ. At the period in 
which I became acquainted with her she had passed 
the meridian of life. A gentlewoman, combining in 
her character rare qualities: of good education, en- 
gaging manners, great kindness of heart, sound sense, 
and genuine piety. In an infant society, she was well 
qualified to foster, in the absence of the missionary, the 
incipient good in young converts. She instructed the 
ignorant, encouraged the timid, and gave an elevated 
tone to the piety of the more matured Christians. 
She was an ornament to our society, and an honor to 
her sex ; and peculiarly fitted for mixing with persons 
of respectability and intelligence, and making such 
impressions as tended to promote their spirituality, as 
well as increase their respect for the religion which she 
meekly professed. I am the more undisguised in the 
expression of my sense of her excellences, as she is on 
the verge of the future world, where she shall shortly 
join the sainted spirit of her husband in the unfading 
joys of eternity. 

Mr. Ouseley often calls her, " my most patient wife." 
She was most tenderly attached to her honored part- 



JV8K0BIAL or GIDEON OUSBLET. 341 

nor; but, neveiiiheless, witbont a marmur endured 
Ins absence, vbile be traveled througb libe kingdom 
^anid imminent dangers, exposed as be was frequently 
t^ persecutions and perils: '*in deaths oft, in journey- 
iags oflen, in perils of robbers, in perils by bis own 
countrymen, in perils in the city, in perils in tbe wil- 
derness, on weariness and painfulness." And yet would 
sbe, though not without anxiety for her husband's 
safety, remain at home during his absence for six 
months tc^t^er, with the exception of an interval of 
a few days, while he was undergoing all the labors and 
hardships we have been describing : so that one scarcely 
knows whether to admire more — ^this excellent woman 
under her privations, or the man pursuing his toilsome 
course. Her pious mind yielded to what she believed 
to be the divine will ; and, in the exercise of faith, she, 
in the spirit of sacrifice, presented her offering to the 
Lord, that the interests of his kingdom might be ad- 
vanced by the instrumentality of his faithful servant, 
and the great object of the gospel hp attained in the 
salvation of lost men. 

Frcmi March, until the conference of 1833, the same 
coarse of active labor was pursued by Mr. Ouseley with 
untiring zeal, and in the same unbroken spirit. On 
the 1st of June he preached thrice in Leitrim, and 
twice in the county of Cavan ; and from that to the 
21st of the same month, in different and distant towns 
in the counties of Leitrim, Cavan, Tyrone, Monaghan, 
and Meath, he preached sixty-six sermons, of which 
twenty-five were in the ^public streets. " On this 
course," he remarks, "I have to acknowledge much 
affection generally, in aH places, from the clergy of the 
Established Ghuroh.*' 



» 
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About this time, an attempt was made ib tadce sway 
his life, wliile preaching oat of doors in Dublin* A 
gentleman residing in the north of the city invited 
the Methodist ministers, the Bev. Thomas Waogh, &c.j 
to preach in an open space before his hall-door. The 
Bey. Mr. Hall was the first to engage in the work) 
and others of us, in turn, followed. For some time 
the preaching was continued without interruption; 
until a gentleman living in the neighborhood took 
huge offense, and endeavored to prevent the nuisance. 
But when Mr. Ouseley came to our assistance, the 
enemies of truth thought to make short woik a£ it; 
for one of them, while he was in the act of preachings, 
came behind him, armed with a hatchet, and treache- 
rously aimed a deadly blow at his head, which, if it 
had taken effect, would have killed him on the spot; 
but, most providentially, a friend near him suddenly 
seized the fellow's arm, and prevented his foul design. 
He was committed to custody, but Mr. Ouseley was 
obstinate in his re&sal to prosecute him. 

Afler the Cork Conference he traveled to the county 
of Kerry, and, spending a few days on the Tralee cir- 
cuit, he started for Limerick on the mail-car, and from 
Castle Island sat beside a friendly priest They con- 
versed freely on the tenets of the Bomish Church ; 
and, although Mr. Ouseley exposed and overthrew the 
sophistries used in their support, the priest cleaved to 
him as to a brother. He presented him with a copy 
of his Letter to father Maguire, and that to priest 
Spencer, which he gratefully received, and said he 
would carefully read them ; he also requested to get 
The Plot Opened. They sp(^e on various U^ics, 
and sometimes in Latin; but nothing surprised him 
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more thun Mr. Ooseley's speakiog to the beggars in 
Irish, when they flocked about the car. " I declare," 
he^exelaimed, " you appear taknow everything." 

The Rev. William Stewart being appointed one of 
tke representatives to the British Conference, Mr. 
Gnseiey was requested to take his place for some time 
on the Limerick circuit During a fortnight which 
he remained he preached in the streets and chapels, 
in town and country, not less than forty-seven times. 
" August 7th,** he says, " I took my leave of them : I 
preached to a large congregation, and we had a 
blessed season. This was the sixth sermon, in and out, 
that day ! I was nothing the worse, thank God.** He 
also visited Ennis in the county of Clare, and some 
towns in the county of Tipperary, and then proceeded 
to Dublin. 

At this time his anxiety increased for the establish- 
ment of a Scripture reader's society in Ireland ; and, 
in a letter to the Rev. Theophilus Lessey, he begged 
to engage him as the advocate of his plan in the mis- 
sionary committee. " I am satisfied," he says, " your 
voice and Mr. Bunting's shall be heard for us : I will 
give £50 m3rself, this year, and the same next year." 
He goes on to say : ^' I am willing to bestow the cofly- 
right of my large work, and prepare a copy for your 
Book Room ; and with anything I have written I am 
willing to do the same ; for conscience* sake, to pro- 
mote God*s cause, made me take up my pen. My 
days will soon come to a close, of course, and this is 
not the time to slack my hands." It was at length 
decided by the misaonaiy committee, that the earnest 
appeals of Mr. Ouseley on this subject should be 
responded to; and it is announced as follows, in the 
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December Notice : " The friends of Ireland wStl ba^acL 
to learn that the conunittee hasdetermined tostruigtibea 
our mission establishment in that country. Some tiBte 
«ince, the Key. Gideon Ouseley strongly advised the 
employing of a limited nmnber of Scripture teaefaersy 
and generously offered to contribute £50 toward de- 
fraying the expense; and the last Irish Conference 
haying earnestly recommended the speedy adoption of 
the measure, the committee has resolved to engage, at 
a moderate salary, ten pious persons, whose business 
wUl be to vidt those places which the missionaries can 
only occasionally reach, and instruct the peqple out of 
the Scriptures in the first principles of religion." In 
a letter to the Bey. Jabez Bunting, Mr. Ouseley subse- 
quently urged the entering upon the plan thus adopted. 
The system for some time contLau^d in efficient opera- 
tion, until the mission schools becoming extended, this 
plan was deemed better suited to the circumstances of 
the country, especially as our schoolmasters generally 
act as exhorters or local preachers. The mission schools, 
for several years under the able superintendence of the 
Bev. W. O. Coggon, have been greatly extended, and 
are now in a state of very efficient operalaon. 

fVe turn again to the public movements of Mr. 
Ouseley. Can the record of his labors be reflected on 
without admiration ? In his letter to the Bev. Jabez 
Bunting, dated February 19th, 1834, from which we 
have already quoted, he states : " Severe, wet, and ' 
stormy, as tlie winter has been, and though I labored 
in the word at the rate of from fourteen to eighteen 
times a week, without a single day's intermission, save 
the day I left home, and that on which I returned, I 
traveled through the western counties— Westmeath, 
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LoBgfi>rd, BosconuQOon, Galwaj, Mayo, and Sligo — 
pveaohing to multitudes as I went along, — ^yet, through 
^vine mercy, I am not a whit the worse I" 
i .During this excursion, which lasted one hundred and 
six days, he preached two hundred and fifty sermons, 
and scattered hundreds of his tracts. He sent several 
of them to Popish bishops and priests, with a short 
letter in Latin accompanying them in every case. 
Although his general health was good, he had, at this 
time, a painful sore on his right leg, by which he was 
confined for a short season. ^^ This/' he says, ^* was 
fi>r some good end. To God be the glory I" 

The sore on his leg increased to what he afterward 
calls *' a painful malady," and detained him at home 
three months, in which time I had the privilege of 
frequently visiting him. He regarded the aiHiction as 
from the hand of God, as he had an opportunity of 
vindicating the truths of Christianity, as revealed in 
God's book, and held by Protestants, against the at- 
tacks of the noted priest Maguire. The latter had 
been invited to Dublin during the season of Lent, and, 
in the Westland-row Chapel, delivered a series of lec- 
tures on the peculiar dogmas of Rome. Mr. Ouseley 
obtained information of his subjects as he proceeded, 
and combated them in the public prints, challenging 
Archbishop Murray, or any other, to reply ; but, tiiough 
father Tom gave him abundance of oral abuse, nothilig 
tangible appeared. Lumcdiatelv on his becoming con- 
valescent, he proceeded in May on an excursion which 
lasted for upward of a month ; and afler conference 
took a tour of ninety-four days, to which, as well as 
other labors, the missionary conunittee refers in the 
following tQrms : *' The veteran Irish missionary, Mr» 
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Ouaeley, at the Bge of seyenty-tliTee, continties to be 
*■ in labors more abundant,' and exhibits a pattern of 
unwearied zeal in the cause of Scriptural trdth and 
piety, which all ministers may contemplate with profit. 
Probably no one individual living has been permitted 
to sow so extensively the * good seed' of the pure gos- 
pel in the mster kingdom, as this venerable man. We 
pray that the fruit may be * found after many days.' 
Labors of this description/ in conjunction with those 
of the regular and stated ministry, constitute, under 
€rod, especially in the present peculiar circumstances 
of the country, the chief help and hope of Ireland." 

His communications on the subject of his exertions 
participate to the end of his career of the same spirit 
which distinguished his most vigorous days; and we 
cannot fail to admire the goodness and power of €rod 
so manifest in his servant. In July, 1836, he gives a 
brief outline of his labors for the preceding year. On 
his way from the Belfast Conference, in 1835, his labors 
were in Ulster and Leinster down to September, and 
from the end of that month through the counties of 
Armagh, Down, Tyrone, Monaghan, and Fermanagh, 
— preaching in the streets from fourteen to sixteen? 
and sometimes twenty, sermons in the week, to large 
congregations, especially in the streets; and for the 
most part without interruption. He says, ^* I was not 
sick more than about three weeks. To God be all the 
glory, who thus supports me, now in the seventy-fifth 
year of my age !" 

He visited England in the course of this year; 
preached in London — ^in Lambeth and Queen-street : 
in other large towns also — ^Birmingham, Sheffield, 
Leeds, Hull, Manchester, Liverpool, and other places. 
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He^ remamed in England for six weeks, preached 
iaeT«r^ times to vast congregations ; and was received 
ynih great kindness and affection by the English 
friends. It is worthy of remark, that here he did not 
forget what he believed to be his peculiar call. " I 
also wrote,** he says, " to the priests, as I went along, a 
short letter in Latin, and inclosed a printed paper to 
each in defense of the gospel, and against their fatal 
Creed of Trent, or Pius IV. Glory be to God. 
Amen " 

To the end of his life the power of God accompanied 
his ministry in the conversion of souls. At this, in 
every case, he aimed, and in this the great Head of the 
church gave him signal success even to the last. On 
Sunday, the 24th of December, 1837, he preached in 
the town of Mountmellick, at ten o'clock in the morn- 
mg. He gave, in the course of his sermon, what after- 
ward produced a wonderfiil effect — a relation of his 
own experience. A gentleman, Mr. Hay, a native of 
Scotland, who had recently come to reside in Ireland, 
from a motive of curiosity went to hear him preach. 
The word was quick and powerftil ; he believed what 
Mr. Ouseley declared — ^that God's promises were free 
for all : he loathed himself and sin ; he went as a peni- 
tent to the footstool of mercy ; his prayer had power 
with Grod through Christ ; and, after a severe conflict, 
he was led to the Saviour, in whom he was made to 
rejoice, with joy unspeakable and full of glory. Now 
he has a place in the Methodist ministry — ^preaching 
to others the great truths by which himself was made 
free. 

In a letter to Mr. Croggon, dated Tarbert, October 
8, 1888, Mr. Ouseley writes in a most cheerftil strain. 
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"Hare just retained from Tralee and its vichu^, 
where I have been laboring for nine days, ppeaslied 
seventeen sermons, and traveled aboat one hundred 
and thirty Iiish miles. The congregations were geaer- 
ally very large ; in Tralee, especially, uncommonly so. 
I trust the Lord has blessed his word to many. To 
his name be the glory I Our good Meredith, cast down 
as he was, being there alone, was greatly comforted 
and encouraged. I preached in the town, between 
evenings and mornings, no less than ten sermons ; and 
in other places seven. I was much blessed in my own 
soul during the whole, thank God. We had on the 
sabbath a blessed love-feast, and on the next sabbf^ 
the Lord's supper. In Kilrush, too, I had good seasons, 
and large congregations. I spent two days in Limerick 
city, and had crowded congregations. I preached four 
times there. In the country also I had crowds to hear. 
The Lord strengthens me so, that I am seldom or ever 
weary. I must set out on Friday to Ballinasloe, to 
meet brother Lindsay there.'' 

He seemed almost insensible to any decay of hia 
physical strength, until his last illness. His friends, 
however, perceived indications of declining healtk 
The internal complaint, induced by excessive labor, 
and which terminated his mortal career, had been 
gaining on him for four years ; and although it never 
affected him while preaching, he sometimes suffered 
intense pain in traveling. Nothing, however, was able 
to repress his ardor, or prevent his using his remaining 
portion of strength for his divine Master. In the latter 
end of January, 1839, he arrived in Dublin; and about 
six o'clock in the evening, when passing from Porto- 
bello Canal harbor to his lodging in Great Ship street, 
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as he came opposite the residence of the Methodist 
minkters, in Whitefriar-street, he was attacked by a 
gang of robbers^ who knocked him down with great 
•Tiolence, and attempted to take his watch; but the 
ohaia broke, and they missed that part of their intended 
booty. He grappled with one of the gang, who fell, lost 
his hat, and made oif. The rest succeeded in carrying 
off his carpet-bag, containing his linen, with some bonds 
and other papers of consequence. He wrote to the priest, 
and took every step in search of them ; but they were 
never restored. Excepting the manner in which his 
clothes had been abused by rolling in the gutter, and the 
loss of his papers, he did not seem to think he had been 
much injured by the outrage ; but there is no question 
that it aggravated the complaint u^der which he had 
been for some time suffering, and hastened his dissolu- 
tion. I received a letter from him, dated February* 1st, 
in which he makes no mention of the attack ; but on 
the 8th he wrote again, and related the circumstances 
of the case, but did not say that he had sustained serious 
harm. At this time his health had much more declined 
than he himself conceived ; though he found it neces- 
sary to have recourse to the best medical advice, and 
had premonitory symptoms of his last illness. In his 
letter to me of the 8th of February, an extract from 
which follows, he touchingly describes his feelings and 
his prospects. "I have been to Surgeon Crampton 
this day," he says, " on account of some ailment I did 
not understand. He examined, and saw I must stop 
two or three weeks under his care. I feel no diminu- 
tion of my strengtli, to prevent me from laboring as 
usual, nor any stomach illness, thank God ; yes, thank 
God most h%h, for all his unmerited mercies and 
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loving kindness to me, to this day, now closing my 
fleventy-seventh year. Thiongh waves, and clouds, 
and storms, he hath gently cleared my way. Praises 
to Him that dtteth on the throne, and maketh ali 
things newl Amen and amen! O eternity, blissfiil 
eternity! 

* Sin, earth, and bell, I now defy ; 
I lean upon my Sarioor's breast !' 

God be thanked ! Amen ! The end shall soon come. 
Joyful news ! My good wife is well, thank God. I ex- 
pect her soon here. She is very uneasy about my 
having been injured by the robbers. Thank Gk)d, they 
and the devil together could not take my soul. This 
being safe, all is well, and cause of thanksgiving. 

' There, there at his feet, 
We shall suddenly meet, 
And be parted in body no more.' 

May God fully prepare us for that day ! Amen. My 
love to your beloved Anne. God bless her and hers ! 
To brother Tackaberry and his partner, &c., &c. Ac- 
cept the same yourself, from yours in Christ Jesus, 

" Gideon Ouseley." 

The above letter was written, as will be seen, about 
three months before his lamented death : and althou<yh 
he could not think there was any diminution of his 
strength, so as to prevent his resuming his labor, yet 
the eager anticipation of his soul evidently indicated 
his near approach to that eternity after which he so 
intensely longed. He goes again to his loved work, in- 
deed, the moment he finds the least relief; but, alas, 
his efforts were brief— soon does he retire from the 
field, never more to return. On Monday, the 8th of 
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Apiilf he finished his public ministrations, in the town 
of Mountmellick, when he delivered three discourses, 
one of which was in the street, and added several per- 
iiOn» to the society in a select meeting. On the 11th 
<^ April he returned to Dublin ; and on the 20th was 
confined to bed, from which he never again rose. 

We have arrived at that part of the narrative by 
which I am reminded that my task is well nigh done. 
The life of a very extraordinary man dratrs to an end. 
The closing scene, as might be expected, sheds a lustre 
on the past, and affords a striking evidence of the 
divinity of that religion which it was the business and 
joy of his life to promote. The veteran warrior lays 
down his armor for a crown ; and after a course of 
brilliant victories, enters, in blissful triumph, the im- 
perial city. 

His reason continued to his last moments. This was 
satisfactory to his friends, who anxiously watched the 
rapid advances of the last enemy. His friend, the Rev, 
John F. Mathews, frequently visited him during his 
painful affliction ; and, with others, witnessed the power 
of grace sustaining him throughout the fiery trial. Mr. 
Mathews writes: "He was frequently, for the short 
period of his illness, in great agony ; and, as you are 
aware, a painful operation was performed by the sur- 
geon-general. After this he sunk rapidly, till at length 
he fell asleep in Christ, to be with him for ever. He 
spoke on two occasions that I was with him of the *dire 
apostasy' which prevailed in this unhappy land ; and 
said, if he had any wish to live at aU, it was to do 
something more toward hastening its destruction. He 
was in a most happy frame of mind ; patient, resigned, 
and often triumphant He frequently repeated verses 
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of the hymn commencing, ' And let this feeble bocty 
fall,* &c. ; especially the seventh verse : — 

* O what are all my suff 'rings here, 

If, Lord, thou count me meet 
With that enraptured host t' appear, 

And worship at thy feet ! 
Give joy or grief, give ease or pain, 
^ Take life or friends away ; 
Y'come, to find them all again 
% In that eternal day.' " 

In the most intense suffering no murmur escaped 
his lips. His cry was, " O my Father, my Father 
God ! support thy suffering child. Thy wilLbe done, 
my Father God I" He impressed on his medical at- 
tendants, and all who visited him, not to neglect the 
momentous things of eternity. On Monday, the 13 th, 
he took his leave of his family, praying especially for 
them ; then for all his friends, for the church of Grod 
at large, and for the whole world. He employed his 
nephew, Mr. John Ouseley Bonsall, to whom he was 
greatly attached, to write to some religious friends, and 
particularly to a lady who had been remarkably atten- 
tive to him : he said, " Send her my grateful remem- 
brance : * God is love.' ■* Again he said, " Get all my 
friends to pray for a thankful spirit, and to be saved 
from stupidity and neglect" Mrs. Ouseley sometimes 
read for him portions of the Holy Scriptures which 
were adapted to his joyous experience ; and on Tuesday- 
morning, a little before his departure, he requested Mr. 
Bonsall to read for him the fourteenth chapter of the 
Gospel by St John. He made a few observations on 
discipleship, of being one with Christ; and then said, 
" I have no fear of death ; the Spirit of God sustains ; 
God's Spirit is my support." After this, at half-past 
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tweWe o'clock, bis happy spirit took its flight to the 
paradise of God. " My father, my father, the chariot 
of Israel and the horsemen thereof 1" Thns closed the 
long and laborious life of this gifted and holy man. 
^ Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my 
last end be like his/' 

On the day of interment his mortal remains were 
carried into the Methodist chapel, Whitefiiar-street, 
when Mr. Mathews delivered an addres9to a crowded 
congregation. They were thence conveyed to Mount 
Jerome Cemetery, Harold's Cross, there to remain till 
the morning of the resurrection. On the following 
Sunday evening the Bev. William Stewart preached 
his funeral sermon in Whitefriar-street Chapel. 

It is said by an accomplished historian, that " the 
appellation of great has been often bestowed and some- 
times deserved." But if eminent powers, under the 
impulse of ennobling Christian virtues, engaged in a 
long course of self-denial and effort, in enterprises 
the most beneficent, constitute true greatness, "the 
appellation of great" cannot be denied to Gideon 
Ouseley. 

Without any claims to distinction as a writer, tra- 
dition would have rescued the name of Mr. Ouseley 
from oblivion, and given him a plaee among the 
illustrious in "the world of invisible beings.** Had 
no records existed but such as were diedshed in the 
Christian experience of those who hiid been happily 
made the partakers of gospel salvation^ ;j3y his instru- 
mentality, the story of his labors and -his virtues must 
have been transmitted to posterity. "But the efforts of 
Mr. Ouseley were by no means limited by his oral and 

public ministrations ; as his research was consideral^ 

28 
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in Chrisiuui theology, and ecclesiastical lustoxy, so Ida 
power was almosi unequaled in bringing it to bear 
with practical advantage on questions affecting the 
interests of truth, and iuTolving the weal of his country. 
When occasion required, or seemed to point out the 
necessity, he was prompt in wielding the weapons of 
tmth : letters, strictures, and reviews, in a variety of 
forms, issued from his pen. In these he would some- 
limes, with i^eaistible force, assail the very fortresses 
of error, expose to view the arcana of well-concerted 
fiilsehood ; tear the mask from off the bold deceiver ; 
|mt to silence the ignorance of foolish men ; waken the 
attention of the credulous and unsuspecting; rescue 
the dupes of spiritual delusion; and confirm in the 
ways of righteousness and truth the wavering and the 
weak. 

His great literary undertaking, however, was his 
Old Christianity (tgainst Papal Novelty; which im- 
bodied ahnost everything in his minor productiona 
that was valuable in substance, powered in appeal, 
felicitous in illustration, and conclusive in reasoning. 
A work which, while it challenges the most celebrat^ 
controversialists of Borne to refute its arguments, shall, 
we have reason to believe, by its effects upon the reli- 
gious history of our country, in after times, render im- 
perishable the name of Gideon Ouseley. The reviews 
of the last [the fiflh] edition of that work, from which 
I shall select two, confirm the most favorable opinions 
of his warmest friends. 

From the Wesleyan Methodist Magazine, 1837. 

This is a reprint, with enlargements, of one of the 
<most spirited and convincing attacks upon Popery the 
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age Las produced. It has an extensive circulation in 
Ireland ; and has been used as a textrbook in many an 
oral debate among Hibernian polemics. We hope to 
find room, at a future opportunity, for a more extensive 
notice of this excellent publication, which has contri- 
buted, in a very material degree, to produce the 
spirit of reHgious inquiry which at present exists among 
the Boman Catholics of Ireland, and from which the 
most beneficial results are continually witnessed.*' 

From the Church Magazine, or Christian Examiner, 1836. 

** We are glad to have an opportunity of calling the 
notice of our readers to this valuable manual of con- 
troversy. Perhaps no book among Irish Protestants, 
in the controversial line, has got into more circulation 
and been of more service. The author is a veteran 
polemic ; he was fighting the battle orally, and with 
his pen, when others were yet supine; and if long 
experience, long study, and much success, be valuable 
ingredients in a man who sits down to write against 
Bomanism, Mr. Ouseley has a fair claim to still more 
extensive patronage. We wish the book — which is 
very cheap, considering the abundant matter which 
it contains — were on the book-shelf of every Protestant 
householder." 

The following is an extract from the character given 
of Mr. Ouseley in the Minutes of Conference, 1889 : — 
'* He died, as he had lived, an eminent witness of the 
salvation of the gospeL He was the most distinguished, 
efficient, and successful Irish missionary ever em- 
ployed by our religious community. He labored with 
a devotion and earnestness worthy of the first and 
purest ages of the Christian church ; and to an extent 
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never, perhaps, surpassed, and seldom equaled, "hk 
1799, the year after the Irish rebellion, he wasestted 
out by the conference as an Irish missionary. For thld 
great and important work he was pre-eminently fitted* 
His knowledge of the character and prejudices o£ thd 
native population, and of the practical evils and enor- 
mities of the Popish delusion — ^his almost instinctive 
acuteness in detecting the insidious subtilties, and hig 
unequalcd power of argument in refuting tiie errors 
of Popery — enabled him to grapple most successfolly 
with the revolting antichristian monster; while his 
thorough acquaintance with tiie Irish language gave 
facility to the attention, and access to the sympathies, 
of the Irish people. His various woiks on the Popish 
controversy, particularly his book entitled Old Chris- 
tianity — a work of superior value — evince very great 
research, and give him a rank as a man of no incon- 
siderable literary acquirements, while they exhibit 
marks of having been touched with a master hand. 
His sermons were marked by great originality and 
strength ; and powerful convictions laid hold of the 
hearts of his congregations, while he reasoned and 
persuaded them out of the Scriptures. He generally 
went from his knees to the pulpit or streets ; and, after 
strong cries and tears before the throne of grace, in- 
vited his perishing fellow-men to the feet of Jesus, 
for mercy and salvation. In him were exemplified the 
well-known words, — 

* The lovo of Christ doth me constrain 
To seek the wandVing souls of men ; 
With cries, -entreaties, tears, to save, 
To snatch them from a fapmgr grew.* 
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For fnty yean he exercised his public ministry, 
throng evil report and good report, in honor and in 
dishoBorj through every part of the kingdom, witb 
(j^ncUess ardor, invincible constancy, pure patriotism, 
and unwearied zeal — ^frequently preaching three times, 
and occasionally four or five times, a day, in English 
and Irish. His addresses were accompanied with a 
power, pathos, and unction of the Holy One, which 
deeply affected, and sometimes overwhelmed the vast 
assemblies which attended his ministry. Hundreds, 
if not thousands, of souls were the fruit of that minis- 
tiy, who no doubt will be the crown of his rejcncing in 
the day of Christ. On the 14th of May this great and 
devoted servant of Jesus Christ fell asleep, in the fuU 
triumph of &ith and hope, in the seventy-eighth year 
of his age. * Blessed are the dead which die in the 
Lord, from henceforth ; yea, saith the Spirit, that they 
may rest from their labors, and their works do follow 
them.' " 

Are the Christian churches in this country aware 
of the obligations they are under, for the present state 
of religious society, to the unwearied exertions of this 
distinguished man, *' who fought the battles, orally and 
with his pen, when others were yet supine?" Is 
there nothing in his singular character and career to 
impress the minds of the friends of Ireland, as to the 
means of her disinthrallment from degrading spiritual 
oppression ? Shall not his intense love of country, 
the indelible impression on his mind as to his especial 
call, and his faithful, unremitting perseverance in it, 
his deep and solemn convictions as to the causes of 
Ireland's miseries, and his more than common power 
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in exposing them ; his unbroken resolution mid appal- 
ling dangers; liis nnpartlleled exertions and success 
in the ministry, afford demonstrative evidence that be 
was under a divine influence, and that thete is ho efli- 
cacy in any appliances in removing the maladies of 
our country save what is found in the sovereign 
remedy of the gospel ? And is there not something 
admonitory and instructive to young ministers, and 
above all to young Methodist preachers, in his singular 
devotion and self-denial — ^his industry, and redeeming 
of time — ^his undying zeal for God, and his ardent 
jHty for the ruined souls of men — ^his ceaseless tabors, 
and his prayers and tears night and day for perishing 
sinners, *' to open their eyes, and to turn them from 
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto 
€rod ?" O, may the great Head of the church raise 
up and inspire a succession of faithful men, who, 
catching the spirit and treading in the footsteps of 
Gideon Ouseley, will go forth publicly, and bcddly 
proclaim Christ and him crucified, until our ill-fitted 
country shall be no longer a *' by-word among all 
nations," but, enlightened and transformed by the 
truth, rise into lifo and order ; offering unto God a 
spiritual worship, and exhiHting in her social and 
moral character the virtues of a pure and Scriptural 
Christianity. Yours, &c. 
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A. ' 

To the Editor of the Cork ConstUuhon. 

Sutt'-HaTing in manj of your cotemporaries seen ae* 
cowto of the execation of the criminal Seery, and his inno- 
cence strongly insisted on, I am kd to the recollection of ft 
similar case in this connty, which I now give you, in hopes 
of its serring as a warning to readers, and prerenfing their 
giving implicit credit to dying declarations of innocence, 
made by criminals about to sufiPer for crimes connected 
with political subjects. Something oyer twenty years ago, 
an appalling murder was committed on a Mr. Pranks, his 
wife, and son, near Kildorrery. Two or three brothers, 
named Cremmin — ^I can't now remember how many — were 
convicted of the murder, and executed. At the gallows 
they made a solemn declaration of their innocence, which 
with many gained great credence, the dying confession 
being considered as sufficient proof. I happened, some 
time after the execution, to dine in a large company, com- 
posed entirely of men. One of the party was an attorney 
from the neighborhood of the murder, a thorough-going 
Liberalist After the solids had been disposed of, and the 

speaking powers were developed, Mr. , the country 

attorney, spoke of the execution as the murder of the Crem- 
mms ; on which honest Jack Bennett, also one of the com- 
pany, made one of his weU-remembered attacks on hSs 
country brother-chip j and after pving Yam what he called 
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ene of faifl best tongne focnngnigs, said, **Toii caine Id Coik 
on the defense of the nmrderers. Toa iq>plied to me to 
VDdertake it I went with jou to tfaeir celL Tlie first 
question I pat to them was, * Aie yon goiltj ? Tell me tbe 
troth, as I can't defend yon without knowing the real fai^.' 
They confessed to me in yonr presence the truth, and 
acknowledged their guilt, which you knew as well as the 
murderers. They suffered for a dime they were gaiHy of; 
and now, with unblushing effix)ntery, you attempt to acquit 
them, because they i^hffered under the laws which they 
violated, and which you yilify to answer your party feel- 
ings.'' Being nearly connected witJi the murdeied franks, 
I cannot forget any part of the oonyersation ; and I hope 
that the country practitioner, when he sees this, will le- 
member the chastisement bestowed on him by honest, nn- 
compromising Jack Bennett There were other respectable 
persons present, who no doubt remember the fiicts as i 
state them. I remain, &c., 

OldTuool 

B. 

Bhemish Bible, edited in 1816. Note on John z, 1; 
Heb. V, 1. ^^All Protestant clergy are thieveSf murderers^ and 
ministers of the devil ; they are leaders of rebellion, and en- 
gaged in a damnable revolt against the priests of God's 
church." 

On Rev. xi, 6-20. " Christian people, bishops especially, 
should have great zeal against heretics^ and haie them, even 
as God hates them ; and be thus zealous against all false 
prophets and heretics, of what name soever, after the ex- 
ample of holy Elias, that in zeal killed four hundred and 
fifty false prophets." 

On Luke ix, 55. " As the fact of Elias was not repre- 
hended, neither is the church nor Christian princes blained 
by Qod for putting heretics to death.** 
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Oa Aetf xiz, 19. ** A tIThrutiaii should deface and bnni 
all h^etical books.*^ 

-. Qn Acts X, 9. " The church service of England, being 
ifk heittsy and schism, is not only unprofitable but damna- 
ble." 

Drs. Troy, Murray, O'Beilly, and mostly all the principal 
Boman Catholic clergy in Ireland, subscribed their names 
to these notes, as being '* truly orthodox and catholic." 

C. 

" The wakes in the country parts of Ireland present aa 
odd assemblage of different characters and of different pas- 
8ions« The real genius of the people is nowhere so well 
or so openly displayed as at these nightly meetings. It is 
a theatre on which tragedy, comedy, broad farce, match 
malung, speech making, &c., all that is bizarre and comical 
in the genuine Irish character, develop themselves with a 
freedom truly &ntastic. Here the scenes are shifted with a 
rapidity of change, and in unrestrained succession, quite 
surpassing any other drama. The transitions, from deepest 
and fnost impassioned tones of sorrow to mirth and humor, 
are as quick as thought. There is a melancholy in their mirth, 
and a mirth in their melancholy, which is often found to 
prevail in their music ; and which was a character impressed 
on national sensibility by successive changes of ill-fortune. 
And as no one passion is permitted to continue long, they 
mingle and vary like shades of light and darkness playing 
upon the surface of a sullen stream. At those national 
carnivals the common excitements of snuff, tobacco, and 
whisky, and the ftuits of plundered orchards, are abun- 
dantly supplied." — Life fff Curran. 

In such scenes would Mr. Ouseley appear, and, as de- 
scribed, call the attention of the thoughtless assemblage to 
the solemn concerns of eternity. 
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Father Michael Mmphj im>te the foDowing letter to Mr. 
Thomaa HooBton, of Thonuu-itreet, Dublin, dated Gorey, 
6th June, 1798 : — 

^ FsiBiTD HousTOir, — Great erents are ripening. In a 
few days we shall meet. The first-frnits of your regenera- 
tion must be a tinctare of poison and pike in the metropo> 
lis, against the heretics. This is a tribunal for such opinions. 
Your talents must not be buried as a judge. Your tons 
must be steeled with fortitude against heresy. Tlien we 
•hall do; and you shall shine in a higher sphere. We 
<dull have an army of brave republicans, one hundred thou- 
sand, with fourteen pieces of cannon, on Tuesday, before 
Dublin. Your heart will beat high at the news. Yon 
will rise with a proportionable force. Yonrs ever, 

" M. MURPHT.** 

We are informed by the Popish historian, O'SulByan, 
that in the year 1575, Geraldine of Desmond, plotting aa 
insurrection upon a grand scale, was desirous to connect 
his measures with Pope Gregory, and proceeded to Home 
for that purpose. He found Uiere Cornelius O'Mdriaii, 
an Irish Franciscan, who had been recently appointed 
bishop of Eillaloe, and who at once became a principal in 
the councils of Desmond. To their united eolicitationa for 
assistance, his holiness readily consented ; and granted to 
a banditti then desolating Italy a firee pardon, on condition 
of their undertaking an expedition to Ireland. At the 
head of these missionaries, the bishop of Eillaloe landed in 
Ireland; distributing arms and indulgences among the 
rebels who flocked to his standard, and inscribed upon his 
banners the device of the keys, " because he fonght for him 
who had the keys of the kingdom of heaveii." 

D. 

THE EKD. 
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Snggestiions for the Conversion 

07 THB WORLD, 

Bespeetfnlly submitted to tbe Christian Church. 
Bg Hobert Hcnng. 

FROM THB SEVENTH LONDON EDITION. 

Laige 18mo. Price Thirty cents. 

Mr. Tooog's object is to promote the exertions of every Christian 
in liis own sphere ; and he has ably shown that there is a loud 
call for sach exertions, and sure warrant for expecting success. 
This volume, though small, is truly valuable, and cannot fail to 
be of service to every candid reader. — Wealeyan Magazine, 

A faithful, affectionate, and powerful production. We earnestly 
hope it may be read and acted upon ; and " glorious things " will 
then be " spoken of Zion, the city of our God."— Revivalist. 

The subject is of the last importance, and in the author's hands 
it has lost nothing by the mode of its management. Much has 
been douQ in a brief space ; so much, indeed, that I could have 
wished that space had been more ample. For general purposes, 
however, its brevity and compactness will contribute to its 
efficiency. The poorest may purchase, the busiest may peruse, 
and the simplest may understand it. — Rev, Dr. Campbell. 

It is a heart-searching volume. Many of the suggestions are 
most valuable, and I wish everytliing proposed was fairly tried. 
It would present once more to the world the spectacle of a church 
in earnest ; Grod would give his blessing ; and again would mnl. 
titsdes be added to his people such as should be saved.— lt«v. 
John Scott, President of the BriHeh Confennee. 

A. class-leader says, '*About six months ago I introduced into 
my class Mr Young's plan of individual efibrt, and J|fty new 
members have been added as the enconraging result, all of whom 
give evidence of a saving work of grace.** 

Several m&tabefn of my church have, for the last few months, 
been acthsg upon Mr. Young's ** suggestions," and the result la 
the hopeful conversion of many souls.— J. minwffr. 



The Pilgrim's Progress 

FROX THIS WORLD TO THAT WHICH IS TO COME. 

With an Introdnctioiiy Index, VTotesy etc* 

BY S. B. WICKENS. 
SMBKLLI8HKD WITH A PORTRAIT AND OTHKR ENORATIITOI. 

Large l6mo. Pages 478. Price Fifty tenia. 

A boosehold book wheieyer the English language is known. 
One of the wonders of genius ; a book "vdiich charms the child 
before he can comprehend its meaning, which delights and in- 
structs the experienced Christian ; and wliicli, in despite of its 
subject, excites the admiration of the man of letters. To have 
such a book, with its thousand healthful and refining influences, 
placed in any family, is a lasting good.— BtNieai Repertory, 

Tet another edition, and one that will doubtless meet with a 
Tery cordial reception. The Introduction is a judicious, critical, 
and historical account of this great work, giving new facts and 
views on the subject, which will greatly interest the admirers of 
the allegory. The Notes are eminently practical and instructive. 
We have seen no edition to which we would more willingly accord 
the title of a " standard edition.'*— iVins-ForA Spectator. 

An excellent edition of this religious classic, and well adi^ted for 
younger readers as well as for adults. Bunyan*s Progress should 
be by the side of the Bible in every Christian family : put it especially 
into the hands of your children; it will fascinate tiiem from danger- 
ous books, and lead them in the way to heaven. — Ziom*t'Herald. 

This is a book for everybody, as our readers well know. But 
there is much choice in the editions. Lane andTippett have just 
published one, which we think decidedly the best we ever saw 
It is on good paper, with good print ; has a splendid likeness of 
Bunyan, a number of appropriate cuts, and an interesting biogra- 
phy of the author. It also contains an index, and has a good 
selection of interesting notes, chiefly from the writings of Baajran 
himself.— GMwie to Holiness 
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TJie Mother's Practical Guide 

IN THE EARLY TRAINING OF HER CHILDREN: . 

CONTAINING BIBECTI0N8 FOR THIIB 

Physieal, Intelleetnal, and Horal Edncation. 

BY MRS. J. BAKE WELL. 

Large 18mo. Price Forty cents. 

We have perused this beautiful little volume with umningled 
satisfaction, as a valuable accession to the few unexceptionable 
works we have met with on the subject of infant training. Every 
page is marlced with the feelings of a mpther^s heart, overflowing 
wltb the milk of human kindness, and regulated by strong good 
sense and religious principle. — SeottUh Gwtrdian. 

We have treatises on education generally, and on the diseases, 
diet, etc., of children, which are of much value ; but there was 
yet wanting a mother's practical book, unincumbered with pro- 
fessional technicalities, the result of inqairy and mature experi- 
ence, and one which the young mother could receive as a manual 
of instruction by which she might safely be guided. Mrs. Bake- 
well, by giving such a book to married females, has, we feel as- 
sured, performed a most valuable service for her sex, and we hope 
her work will find access to those for whose use it is so well 
adapted. — Newcastle Courant. 

Such a work was much needed ; for although we have many 
treatises on the education of children, we have nothing so full and 
judicious, immediately addressed to mothers, on the entire subject 
of the training of their offspring, in reference to their physical, 
their mental, and their moral being. The volume is altogether a 
treasure to Christian mothers. — {I/ondtm) EvamgeKcml Magazint. 

This little book is designed to subserve the most useful ends 
in the training of children ; and it is evidently written by one 
who has made herself well acquainted with her subject. We are 
sure that every mother who reads it will be better qualified thereby 
to execute the sacred trust committed to her by the God of 
nature. — Ladiee* Repotitory. 
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Memoir of Mr. Willian CarrosM, 

8IXTT TEAJM A WB8LCTAH MRTHODI8T CULSS-I.EADES. 

Written by Himiclf , and edited bj kis Um. 
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(nmr thovsaho corns of this book hats bbsh cucvi^tkd.) 

Large 16mo. With a Portrait. Fifty ctets. 

This little Toiome Unamends itself to the attention of the reader 
by many powerful t;laims. 'it contains the personal narrative of 
a man who, for a long series of years, uniformly exemplified the 
graces and virtues of the Christian life in their rise, progress, 
and rich maturity ; and who at length descended to the grave 
happy, loved, and honored, — " an Israelite indeed, in whom was 
no guile." It records also an extraordinary number of memorable 
instances In which, by the agency and blessing of God, he was 
made the instrument of great spiritual good to unawakened sin- 
nerSy penitent seekers of salvation, and Christian believers. 
Willie we peruse its wonderful communications, we seem to be 
carried back to some of the earlier periods of Methodism, which 
were distinguished by the most remarkable effusions of divine 
influence. It may further be justly said to imbody a lai^ portion 
of sound theological truth, placed in the most striking light, and 
constantly associated with the privileges and obligations of 
Christian experience and practice ; and it especially displays the 
mighty efBca<:y of that faith which God's Holy Spirit creates in 
the heart of humble and praying man, and which man is taught 
to exercise in Arm dependence on His aid. We recommend the 
work with sincere cordiality. A careful perusal of it will, we 
trust, lead many to aspire after the inestimable blessings which 
are so strongly represented and enforced in its pages. — {London) 
Wealeyan Methodist Magazine. 



